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Cool

PROJECTS
8 ways to beat winter

AT THE PUMP
Where your
money goes

NEW ZEALAND TRAVEL
Otago Peninsula, Rotorua,
Hollyford Track

SCENIC CYCLING
From the Alps
to the Ocean

Plus

WIN

A FIJI CRUISE
FOR TWO!

HURRY!
Specialists in escorted

LAST
SEATS

outback travel

FOR 2016!

Travel in Small Groups

5 Star 4WD coaches

Award winning operator

Exceptional Accommodation

Arnhem Land Adventure
12 days from $10,245 | Fully accommodated | Departs September 2016

LAST SEATS!

SAVE
$1100

Immerse yourself in the world’s oldest living culture on this all new 12-day adventure from Nhulunbuy to the
PER COUPLE*
Cobourg Peninsula. Enjoy 6 nights in Outback Spirit’s luxurious wilderness camps and lodges, including Seven
Spirit Bay, the Arnhem Land Barramundi Lodge and Murwangi Safari Camp • Learn from Indigenous guides who’ll
share their knowledge and stories about their country • enjoy a historical tour of the old Victoria Settlement
• fish for Barramundi on the Liverpool and Tomkinson Rivers • discover
the rich marine life of the Cobourg Marine Park Sanctuary on a
Sev
ve
en Sp
pir
i it
i Bay
2 Se
cruise to Port Essington • Cruise pristine swamps, creeks and
Arrn
A
nh
hem
m La
an
nd
billabongs • spend 2 nights at Davidson’s Arnhem Land Safaris,
Ba
B
arrrra
am
mu
un
ndi
d Lod
odg
ge
ge
Mount
Mount Borradaile • discover ancient rock art sites and visit the
Nh
hul
ulu
un
nbu
buy (G
(Gov
ve))
2
Borr
Bo
rrad
da
aiile
le
2
’catacombs’ • visit authentic Aboriginal art centres including
2
Mu
M
urw
wan
ngi
gi
1 Da
Darrw
win
n
Buku Larrnggay Mulka in Yirrkala • learn about the Yirrkala bark
Safa
S
Sa
f ri Cam
fa
amp
p
2
Arnhem
A
nh
petitions that started the Aboriginal Land Rights movement
NT
La
and
in 1963 • scenic flight over Van Diemen Gulf and more!

*Conditions Apply: Tour fares quoted are per person twin share. Savings reflected in tour prices. All fares are in New Zealand dollars and include Australian GST.

Tasmania

Explore Tasmania’s wilderness and heritage aboard
the island’s most comprehensive small group adventure
12 DAY Land Adventure from $6,795
LAST SEATS!

Fully accommodated | Departs Oct, Nov & Dec 2016

SAVE
$600

Immerse yourself in Tasmania’s breathtaking wilderness on this exceptional small group expedition,
with all the star attractions and activities included for you • take an exclusive helicopter flight over the
Freycinet Peninsula & Wineglass Bay • enjoy the exhilarating Bruny Island eco cruise (pictured left), rated
PER COUPLE*
as one of the top 100 attractions in the world! • spend 2 nights at the luxurious Cradle Mountain Lodge
and discover Cradle Mountain-Lake St. Clair National Park • 2 nights in Strahan with Gordon River cruise
• Dove Lake and Waldheim Chalet • explore the Tahune Valley including the award winning Tahune Air
walk • Launceston • visit the Port Arthur historical site and enjoy a guided tour and cruise • Woolnorth wind farm
and rugged Cape Grim • Stanley and ‘the Nut’ • spend 3 nights in Hobart including a visit to Mount Wellington and
a historical walking tour • admire the stunning ‘Wall in the Wilderness’ at Derwent Bridge • small group of only 26
passengers with 2 professional tour leaders • fully inclusive of every meal and Tasmania’s finest accommodation!
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Port Arthur
Harbour Cruise

Port Arthur
Bruny
Island

Free call 0800 805 265

Bruny Island
Eco-adventure Cruise

CALL US TODAY
FOR A FREE
BROCHURE & DVD

Fares can fluctuate due to exchange rate movements and are subject to precise exchange rates at time of payment. All tours operated by Outback Spirit Tours Pty Ltd. ACN 006 972 130
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York

Come home to NZ’s
highest rated insurer for
Home, Car and Contents.
*

2013 - 2015

2011 - 2015

Isn’t it reassuring to know your most important possessions are covered by the
country’s highest rated insurer?* So, if you are insured with AA Insurance sit back and
relax in the knowledge we’ve won Canstar Blue’s highest rated car insurer for five years
in a row, and highest rated home and contents insurer for three years in a row. In fact,
in the 2015 awards we were the only insurer to receive five stars across all categories.
If you’re not insured with AA Insurance, perhaps it’s time you give
us a call or check out our competitive policies online.

Home. Car. Contents.
aainsurance.co.nz
Call 0800 AA INSURE
Visit your nearest AA Centre

AAl0006

Application for cover is subject to underwriting acceptance. Limits, excesses, terms,
conditions and exclusions apply to the insurance cover referred to.
*Winner of Canstar Blue Most Satisfied Customers for Home and Contents Insurance
2013-2015 and Most Satisfied Customers for Car Insurance 2011-2016. Voted 2011-2015
Most Trusted General Insurer in the Reader’s Digest Trusted Brands Survey.
For more information on the Canstar Blue Awards and the Reader’s Digest Most Trusted
Brand awards visit our website aainsurance.co.nz.

Let’s get things sorted.

22

CONTENTS
WINTER 2016

IN EVERY ISSUE

7

Chief Executive’s Message

9

Letters to the Editor

10

Compass
Kiwi film director Taika Waititi shares the
inspiration behind his creative projects,
we suggest stopping in Waipu, share how
to keep New Zealand green, plus there's
the chance to win a Fiji holiday for two.

FEATURE

10

Time well spent

Eight projects to inspire your creativity during winter.

MOTORING

39

First purchase
On the hunt for a first car?
Here’s what to look for…

66

42

TRAVELLER

How your tax dollars keep
New Zealand moving.

58

Money-go-round

47

Wow on wheels
Could a Lamborghini
Huracán be your everyday
drive?

47

Rewarding journey
Wildlife, rugged coastlines
and boutique galleries are just
a few of the treasures you’ll
find on a road trip on the
Otago Peninsula.

66

Dramatic vistas
Cycling the South Island’s
Alps to Ocean Trail reveals
stunning scenery.

85

A quirky state
Spending winter in Oregon,
USA, is magical.

85

MY AA

89

The AA's people
Icy terrain presents unique
challenges for Arrowtownbased AA Roadservice
contractors.

91

Confidence boost
The AA is offering Members
aged 80 years and over free
in-car driving reviews.
WINTER 2016

5

SECURE THE BEST
Retirement Lifestyle

Making a DIFFERENCE in the
lives of senior New Zealanders
The key to happiness is finding the right retirement for your
loved one, and no one knows it better than Metlifecare.
From the beginning, Metlifecare has put our residents first.
We offer 24 exceptionally located villages across the North
Island, each one unique and reflective of their local communities.
Our villages offer a fixed village fee, exceptional facilities
designed for residents to make the most of their retirement, an
active social calendar, a variety of living options to suit individual
needs, warm and friendly staff and maintenance-free living.
There really is no place like Metlifecare.

Hear our
stories
online.
Metlifecare residents
talk to Jude Dobson
about village life.
m etli fecare.co.nz/tru esto ri es

Don’t leave it too late! When looking for the best in retirement
living make Metlifecare your first choice.
Request a FREE information pack by visiting metlifecare.co.nz

RAD1226

or call us on 0800 909 303.

Call us on 0800 909 303
or visit metlifecare.co.nz

FROM THE TOP

STAYING SAFE FOR LONGER
SOME TIME AGO in one of these
editorials I announced that the
Association was launching a new
initiative, called AA Ignition, designed
to introduce novice drivers to the
merits of professional lessons as part
of learning to drive. Up to three free
lessons are available at various stages
of the learning process.
Behind that road safety initiative
was the belief that introducing new
drivers to good driving techniques
from a professional instructor would
instil good skills and attitudes for a

lifetime of driving. Pleasingly, AA
Ignition has been a great success
and since its introduction we have
provided 45,000 free driving lessons.
Our thoughts have now turned
to introducing another road safety
initiative, this time aimed at drivers
at the other end of the age spectrum
to help them retain their mobility,
freedom and independence.
Some drivers in their later years
can lose some of their confidence
behind the wheel. In many cases a bit
of professional advice from a driving

instructor can easily help with this.
That’s not to say these drivers need
driving lessons but rather some expert
advice to make sure they are familiar
with changing road rules and vehicle
features, and are comfortable in
today’s driving environment.
With that in mind, I am very pleased
to launch the AA Senior Driver
programme which, like AA Ignition,
will be free to eligible AA Members –
the only qualification being that the
driver be aged at least 80 years.
What is offered is a free one-toone, in-car coaching session with
one of our AA Driving Instructors,
designed to help senior drivers retain
their mobility and continue to be safe
drivers in their later years.
On p.91 of this edition we outline
in more detail the programme that
will be progressively rolled out across
the country.
Many drivers – whatever their
age – will not feel the need to take up
this offer, but for anyone who may
have lost a bit of confidence or wants
some tips and pointers on staying safe
behind the wheel, I encourage you to
take advantage of it.
A point to stress is that this isn’t an
assessment or test of one’s driving.
It is an offer of a personal coaching
session which will be kept confidential
between the Member and the
instructor. We want to help Members
of the AA who have driven for many
years to continue to drive safely and
with confidence.
Mobility is vital to all of us, whatever
our age, so I’m very pleased to be
launching AA Senior Driver with
the hope that it will help extend the
treasured gift and freedom of safe
driving for our most loyal Members.
Brian Gibbons
CHIEF EXECUTIVE
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Hello

Winter can either be wished away or used
well. You can spend the cold months hugging
a heater, or you can just get on with it and
get warm that way. For this issue’s feature we
talk to people who go with the latter. They’re
project people. They make a decision to do
something and then they get cracking and do
it. It’s a simple and satisfying strategy that
we hope you find inspiring.
We’ve had a project on the go, too –
sorting out a new look for this magazine.
The content will be familiar to you, but it’s
wrapped up in fresh design. Enjoy!

EDITORIAL TEAM
Kathryn Webster
Karl Puschmann
Monica Tischler
DESIGN AND ART DIRECTION
Julian Pettitt, Tangible Media

HOW TO REACH US
EDITORIAL
AA Directions,
Level 16, AA Centre,
99 Albert St, Auckland Central
PO Box 5, Auckland, 1140
Ph: 09 966 8800
Fax: 09 966 8975
Email: editor@aa.co.nz

Kathryn Webster

EDITOR

CONTRIBUTORS
CADE WILSON
Cade recently put down his mechanic’s tools to make use of 16 years of
working on cars to join the AA Motoring Service advice team. He loves
talking to people so helping Members who phone in with their queries
is right up his alley. Cade also test-drives and reviews cars for the
motoring section of the AA website, aa.co.nz/cars and for AA Directions’
New to Market pages (p.54). In this issue he also gives us a rundown of
the best wheels to buy as a first car (p.39).

ADVERTISING
Kerry McKenzie,
Hawkhurst Media Services Ltd,
PO Box 25679,
St. Heliers,
Auckland, 1740
Mob: 027 596 9979
Ph: 09 528 7103
Email: kerry@hawkhurst.co.nz
SUBSCRIPTIONS AND
MEMBERSHIP ENQUIRIES:
Ph: 0800 500 444
ISSN 1171-0179
Published three times a year
Circulation ABC Audit 592,960
Readership AC Nielsen 776,000
PRODUCTION BY:
Tangible Media, Auckland
PRINTED BY:
Webstar, Auckland

JACQUI MADELIN
Freelance writer Jacqui developed a passion for all things motorised as
a teenager, thanks to an interest in motorbikes and a vintage car owned
by an aunt and uncle. The drift into motoring writing was inevitable. She
has driven everything from classic Maseratis in Italy to electric Hondas
in Japan, from race cars to motorhomes. Among her most memorable
adventures was driving to China’s Great Wall in a Bentley and another,
cruising locally, in a 115-year-old steam-run Locomobile. For this issue,
Jacqui reviews the Lamborghini Hurácan (p.47).

JULIAN PETTITT
Julian is an award-winning designer who led this issue’s magazine
redesign. Away from work he is an accomplished musician and active
participant in the local live music scene. He says playing in the recent
Harbour Street Jazz Festival in Oamaru was memorable and although he’s
yet to win any awards for his bass playing, he lives in hope. Jules is also a
keen gardener, focusing his green thumbs on cacti and an eclectic range
of vegetables. Apparently the hottest chillies respond best to slap bass.

YOUR PRIVACY: This magazine may contain advertisements for products or services that are available through the AA. The provider may
be the Association itself, a subsidiary of the Association, or a third party either under contract or a joint venture partner of the Association.
Understand that any information provided by you may be used by the AA for administrative purposes and for the purpose of providing you
with information relating to products and services from time to time. Where any Membership is an associate of another Membership, then
products and services may be offered to both Members jointly or singly. We are always alert to opportunities for products or services to be
made available as a benefit to Members, but if you prefer not to receive such personally addressed information, please write and tell us. The
Association keeps a database of Members under its control and you have the right to see or correct any personal information that is held about
you. If you wish to make an enquiry concerning a privacy issue, communicate with the Association Secretary, AA, PO Box 5, Auckland, 1140
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ON THE COVER
David Kerr, left, and his son
Jackson work on their winter
project. Photograph by
Mark Hamilton.
NOTE: The views of contributing
writers are not necessarily those
of AA Directions or the AA. While
AA Directions makes every effort
to ensure that no misleading
claims are made by advertisers,
responsibility cannot be accepted by
AA Directions or the AA for the failure
of any product or service to give
satisfaction. Inclusion of a product or
service should not be construed as
endorsement of it by AA Directions or
by the Automobile Association.

LETTERS

Getting it right

YOUR SAY

I see in the AA’s Annual
Report that advocating for
road safety is part of the AA’s
work. Why doesn’t the AA
advocate for including in the
Road Code the correct way to
turn right without cutting the
corner? Also, why do so many
drivers feel the urge to swing
out slightly to the right before
turning left, just as they
are being overtaken? These
should be covered in the Road
Code as things not to do.
MIKE BROOKER

In the last issue of AA Directions we asked
Members if they would buy an electric car.

AUCKLAND

Lowering the toll
Some years ago I spent
time in British Columbia,
Canada, and was impressed
by their low road toll. Their
population is about the same
as New Zealand’s and they
have some very challenging
roads and conditions.
Their main strategies
are: Driver licences last no
more than five years and
then drivers must re-sit.
Driving drunk has harsh
penalties, with the first
conviction receiving two years’
suspension of your licence,
five years’ for the second and
life for the third. The penalty
for driving without a licence is
two years in jail.
Also, there is no need to
drink and drive there.
Most hotels will help you
get home for free, or for a
minimal cost, and some will
put a card on your car so that
it doesn’t get towed away if it
is parked there overnight.
CHRIS HANDLEY
DUNEDIN

64% YES

36% NO

What is your favourite short scenic drive?
Email us at editor@aa.co.nz
See p.13 for this issue’s chosen route.

Insurance solution
Although I agree with Brian
Gibbons’ sentiment that we
need a greater commitment
to reducing the road toll every
year (AA Directions, Autumn
2016), I feel he has overlooked
one of the prime ways of
doing so. That is to introduce
compulsory car insurance
heavily weighed against youth
and powerful vehicles, as in the
UK. The police there have the
power to instantly impound
a car if there is no insurance
registered and I think it makes
the roads there safer. We need
to get dangerous old cars off
the road and we also need to
encourage young people to
drive less powerful cars, until
they have experience. The only
way to do that is to make sure
they pay more to drive more
powerful cars.
CORRALIE BETTS

Electric history
Electric vehicles are not new in New Zealand.
In 1949 I drove a small battery-powered truck
in the Auckland central and Newmarket area.
In the 1950s they were used for milk deliveries
in Pt Chevalier and Waterview. They were
controlled by a three- or four-stage foot pedal
and had to be charged overnight. A special
licence was required and this had to be written
on your existing licence.

WAIPU

Local tip

I recently flew to Auckland for the day and wanted to hire
a car I could pick up and drop off at the airport.
After looking on the internet, exasperated at the extra
charges for airport tax and insurance, I happened to see
the AA symbol on Thrifty Rental’s site.
Talking to Thrifty I learned that, because I was an AA
Member, I could save those extra charges and had a car
for the day for $75. On returning the car, I had missed the
petrol station to fill up, but it was no problem for Thrifty
to take care of that as well. Brilliant service and saving.

Comments (in Letters, AA
Directions, Autumn 2016) that
international drivers should be
reminded of the skill needed
to cope with the curviness of
New Zealand roads leads me
to observe that a considerable
portion of New Zealand
drivers also appear less than
competent in this area. I am
constantly surprised by drivers
in my local area who seem
unable to negotiate a right
hand curve without finding it
necessary to straddle or even
cross the centre line. I think
that such behaviour has quite
likely been a contributing
factor in at least some of the
head-on collisions between
locals and drivers accustomed
to driving on the right.

PAMELA STREET

JOE WOLLASTON

MAX MCMILLAN
ONERAHI

Well done

TARANAKI

WAITAKERE

Join the conversation online. Follow AA New Zealand on Facebook or Twitter @NZAA
We welcome feedback and views on articles in AA Directions, and on any issues affecting motorists. Because of the volume of mail we
receive, letters cannot be personally acknowledged. Only a selection can be published and they may be edited or abbreviated for print.
WRITE TO: The Editor, AA Directions, PO Box 5, Auckland, 1140 or email editor@aa.co.nz.
WINTER 2016

9

Q&A

Karl Puschmann talks to movie man of the moment Taika Waititi.

How did you come to make Hunt for the
Wilderpeople?
About eight years ago I was asked to adapt Barry
Crump’s book Wild Pork and Watercress into a
film. I wrote a few versions of the script for a
producer who owned the rights and then I went
off and did my own projects. About a year and a
half ago the rights lapsed, so I took hold of them.
That seems like a blindingly fast turnaround.
It is. From finishing shooting the film to
bringing it out was less than nine months. Right
from the beginning we wanted to move fast.
It’s very hard to make New Zealand films
and often the process is very long. There’s a
lot of development in the scriptwriting. We
concentrated on developing the script ourselves
and getting it to the place where we were
confident that it was really, really satisfying.
Giving ourselves deadlines was very helpful.
When you give yourself deadlines it’s not easier,
but the pressure’s on. You have to finish it.
Your movies are so New Zealand-centric,
do you worry about appealing to the
international market at all?
This film was made primarily for New
Zealanders. I definitely consider overseas
audiences, but the main audience was always
going to be New Zealand. They knew the book,
they know my work and they get the jokes
better than anyone else.
It is a New Zealand story, but the themes are
very universal. It’s about family and finding
family in weird places. Anyone in the world
can understand and relate to them. You can’t
just make a film for one tiny group of people.
You have to think about a broader audience
and give the film longevity. That’s when you
start thinking about international audiences.
What will they get, what won’t they get?
There wasn’t much we took out in terms of
New Zealandness. We left the ‘skux’ references
in, which is basically a Wellington reference.
Yeah, I’m from Auckland and I was scratching
my head at that one…
Even Wellingtonians don’t get it! If you went
to a certain school and were aware of the

10

aadirections.co.nz

phenomenon then you’d kind of get it. But it’s
OK to let it wash over an audience, because if
you keep the pace up and keep the story going
then it’s not important. If the story was called
Skux Life, then you’d really need to explain what
the hell it meant… but it kind of means ‘choice’.
Are you the country’s most patriotic
filmmaker?
No, I don’t think I am. I am very patriotic, but
I’m working on a film now that has nothing to
do with New Zealand. I definitely have more
New Zealand films I want to make. I have
another four or five that I’m passionate about.
The hardest part is finding the time to make
them. That’s the thing with filmmaking, it’s at
least two years per project. But I definitely love
making films for New Zealanders.
How do you choose which projects to take on?
The projects I want to work on are ones I’ve
carried with me for years and years. Like, ten
years. Apart from Thor 3 which popped into
my lap, everything else I’ve done I’ve been
thinking about for many, many years.
With such a long gestation process, how do
you keep enthusiasm up?
My method is to have many projects. If you
only have one, then it’s very hard to keep
enthusiastic. But if you have eight stories that
you really love, then when you get bored of one
you can move onto another and start getting
really passionate about that. That’s what I do a
lot. I have different favourites all the time that
come and go.
You’re now working on the Marvel superhero
blockbuster Thor 3. How did that come about?
Marvel were looking for different directors
they hadn’t worked with before. That’s what
they often do; they hire people with quite
weird backgrounds.
Will you be able to bring much of your personal
flair to the film or is it more prescriptive?
It’s a mixture. It’s very much the studio system.
You have to be able to work within that. But I
wouldn’t take a job if I knew I wasn’t going to be
listened to. They’re very collaborative.

COMPASS

Clockwise from left Director Taika Waititi on
location filming The Hunt for the Wilderpeople;
Star of the film Julian Dennison in character
as Ricky Baker; Sam Neill plays gruff South
Island bloke Hector Faulkner; Oscar Kightley
and Rachel House star as the duo hunting the
Wilderpeople; Gone bush, Hector and Ricky aka
the Wilderpeople.

WINTER 2016
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Which is the basis of filmmaking, really.
Exactly. Filmmaking is collaboration and compromise. You
have to learn to compromise, and that can be good. Someone
may say the dumbest thing but it will inspire something else
which could turn out to be the best moment in the film.
It’s such an evolving process. From the inception of an idea
to its completion, a film can change in so many ways. The key
is to keep hold of the initial idea, that initial vision. The colours
can change, the props can change and the actors can change,
but the heart and the emotion should stay the same.

Away from your job do you have any personal projects?
There’s ongoing stuff with my house. My wife and I are always
talking about what we want to build. I was thinking about
building a tree house... But my personal project is family really.
Because I’m so busy, every spare moment, which are hardly
any spare moments, I really want to figure out how to be more
present for my family. It’s very difficult. But that’s my ongoing
project, trying to do that.
It’s very easy to become self-centred and disappear into your own
world thinking about projects and making it all about yourself.

No spoilers, but will you be having Thor visit New Zealand?
I’d love to see Thor popping into Wellington’s Havana Bar for a
mojito, but he’s going to be too busy doing muscle stuff.

It’s incredibly easy to get lost in creative endeavours.
For sure. You can think all the stuff you’re doing is so
important. But at the end of the day… it’s just a movie.
There are more important things.

Get away!
TO CELEBRATE OUR FRESH NEW LOOK, WE’RE
GIVING AWAY A HOLIDAY FOR TWO TO FIJI.
AA Directions is giving a lucky AA Member the chance
to escape winter and head to Fiji for a four-night
Wanderer cruise on board Fiji Princess, plus two
nights in a Luxury Ocean-side king room at Sofitel Fiji
Resort & Spa, Denarau.
Thanks to Blue Lagoon Cruises and Tourism Fiji,
the prize includes return flights to Nadi for two adults
departing Auckland, Wellington or Christchurch and
VIP airport transfers to and from Sofitel Fiji Resort &
Spa before and after the cruise.
On the cruise, you’ll stay in an Orchid Deck Cabin
with all meals, shore excursions, daily activities,
snorkelling equipment, mini bar and port taxes taken
care of. At Sofitel Fiji Resort & Spa, you’ll enjoy daily
breakfast in the Lagoon Restaurant.
To enter, send your name and address to: Fiji
Princess, AA Directions, PO Box 5, Auckland 1140 or
enter online at aadirections.co.nz by August 31, 2016.
Terms and conditions: The prize is valid for travel until 30 December 2016 and
is not transferrable; winners agree to promotional activities; it is the winners’
responsibility to arrange passports, travel insurance and transfers to and from
Auckland, Wellington or Christchurch airport.

WHY FIJI?
• Fiji has over 300 tropical islands to explore
• You can relax and lose yourself in Fiji time,
nothing is a rush here
• You'll see bright coral and thousands of fish in
clear, warm water
• There’s accommodation to suit any budget including
high-end luxury hotels, traditional Fijian boutique
resorts and cruising
• It’s an easy three hour flight from Auckland
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COMPASS

B E S T

S C E N I C

In the autumn issue of AA Directions,
we asked Members to share their favourite
New Zealand short scenic drive.
Joan and Brian Earl from Christchurch put
the spotlight on Akaroa’s Summit Road.

D R I V E S

To us, the road from Hilltop to Long
Bay is the most beautiful and interesting
in New Zealand. The views over the
harbour and its bays are continuously
changing and there are several places to
look down at the eastern bays. There are
areas to pull over for photographs and we
often see tourists out with their cameras.
We drive the road regularly and always
enjoy it, no matter what the weather.

Above Panoramic view of
beautiful Akaroa Harbour
from the Summit Road.

Have a favourite route? We’d love to hear.
Email us at editor@aa.co.nz
WINTER 2016
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Small Town

TREASURES

WAIPU

Putting a spotlight on by-passed towns
An hour and a half north of Auckland is Waipu, a town steeped
in Scottish heritage. With the founding arrival being described
as one of the world's great migrations, some 900 people
followed the outspoken, fiercely Presbyterian pastor, Norman
McLeod from Scotland to Nova Scotia, then Adelaide, finally
settling in Waipu in the 1850s. Among a myriad of other
activities, the annual Art N Tartan wearable arts awards helps
keep the Scottish heritage alive.
The baseline population is around 1,500, swelling to more than
20,000 during summer as people flock to the beautiful Waipu
Cove and nearby Langs Beach for days in the sun and sea.
The town has a small but delightful museum, a sprinkling of
antique shops, health stores and its own beer-making facility
(McLeod’s Brewery) in a cosy place at one end of town, where
summer visitors also enjoy gourmet pizzas.
See aadirections.co.nz for more New Zealand travel stories.
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OUTBACK QUEENSLAND

LIMITED OFFERS

EARLY EMU SALE

ALL INCLUSIVE TOURING & RAIL PACKAGES

SAVE UP TO $640*
PER COUPLE
Book by 30 September 2016

Travel by luxury 4WD coach with an
experienced Savannah Guides Master Operator

SAVE

per couple $530*
- limited offe
r

Lawn Hill Gorge

SAVE

per couple $530*
- limited offe
r

Friday Island

SAVE

per couple $640*
- limited offe
r

Big Red, Birdsville

11 DAY CAPE YORK &
TORRES STRAIT

17 DAY CORNER
COUNTRY EXPLORER

• One way first class overnight sleeper from
Brisbane to Longreach aboard the Spirit of
the Outback
• One way first class Rail bed from Cairns to
Brisbane aboard the Spirit of Queensland
• All meals, accommodation and touring
• Qantas Founders Museum, Stockman’s
Hall of Fame & Drover’s Sunset Cruise
• Outback at Isa & Riversleigh Fossil Fields
• Lawn Hill Gorge and scenic cruise
• BarramundiThursday
Discovery
Tip of Cape Centre
York
Island
• Croc & Crab Sunset Cruise
• Gulflander Weipa
& Savannahlander rail tours
• Cobbold Gorge tour and cruise
• Undara Lava Tubes & Lake Barrine Cruise

• Small group touring
• Luxury 4WD tour Cairns to Cape York
• One way economy flight Horn Island
to Cairns
• All meals, accommodation and touring
• Daintree National Park & Discovery Centre
• Bloomfield Track and Daintree Coast touring
• Aboriginal Rock Art tour
• Lakefield & Mungkan Kandju National Parks
• Weipa Sunset Eco Cruise and
Bauxite Mine tour
• Moreton Telegraph Station and Fruit Bat Falls
• Kazu Pearl Farm tour
• Horn and Thursday Island touring
• Torres Strait cultural heritage experiences

• Luxury 4WD Coach Brisbane - Longreach
• First class overnight sleeper from
Longreach to Brisbane aboard the
Spirit of the Outback
Thursday
Tip of Cape York
• All Island
accommodation,
meals and touring
• Granite Belt food & wine experiences
Weipa
• Bonus Downs Station tour
• Cosmos Centre & Bilby Experience
• Cameron Corner & Strzelecki Desert
• Cooper Creek, Burke & Wills Dig Tree
• Birdsville Hotel & Big Red Sunset tour
• Stockman’s Hall of Fame & Qantas
Founders Museum
• Drover’s Sunset Cruise

Karumba
Burketown

N O R T H E R N T E R R I TO RY

Adels Grove

Cairns

Thursday Island
Friday Island
Bamaga

Mt Surprise
Cobbold Gorge

CAPE YORK &
TORRES STRAIT

JOURNEY OF THE
GULF SAVANNAH

LONGREACH
Birdsville

Charleville

Roma

BRISBANE

CORNER COUNTRY
EXPLORER

NEW
Cameron
Corner Tibooburra

Ex Cairns | Departs
to Sep 2017
Q U E E N SMay
LAND

[

PP – Adult BRISBANE
Twin Share

NEW SOUTH WALES

FROM

Call
0800 78 78 90
www.outbackaussietours.com.au
SYDNEY
Wollongong

N O R T H E R N T E R R I TO RY

]

Innamincka

CAIRNS

Ex Brisbane | Departs Apr to Sep 2017

$8199*

Windorah

Lotus Bird
Lodge
Cooktown

QUEENSLAND

LONGREACH

FROM

QUEENSLAND

Weipa

Cloncurry

[

Horn Island

N O R T H E R N T E R R I TO RY

17 DAY JOURNEY OF THE
GULF SAVANNAH

]

$6787*

SOUTH WALES

Stanthorpe

Ex Brisbane | Departs Apr to Sep 2017

[

PP – Adult
Twin Share

FROM

]

$7774*

PP – Adult
SYDNEY
Twin Share
Wollongong

LONGREACH
Birdsville

Or see your local
travel
agent
Charleville

Windorah

Innamincka

Roma

BRISBANE
*Conditions apply. Prices are in NZD and include Australian GST. Prices are correct
as at 26 May 2016, but may fluctuate due to changes in international exchange
rates. Prices are inclusive of EARLY EMU
SAVINGS. EARLYStanthorpe
EMU SAVINGS are
NEW SOUTH WALES
Cameron
based on two people travelling
together in twin share accommodation for bookings
Corner Tibooburra
made by 30 September 2016. Subject to availability, not combinable, available on
new bookings only and may be withdrawn at any time. View full tour terms and
conditions on www.outbackaussietours.com.au
CAPE YORK &
TORRES STRAIT
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LOWERED LEVIES
The cost of re-licensing your car is set to fall for the second year in a row,
with ACC levies dropping about 33% from July 1, 2016.
A passenger car's risk rating will determine how much the owner has to
pay. The safest petrol-engine cars under 40 years old will pay an annual
levy of $25.54 while poor-rating models will cost $84.98 a year. That’s
considerably lower than a couple of years ago when levies were $197.
The ACC tax on petrol remains unchanged at 6.9 cents per litre. Diesel
car levies cost an additional $74.29 because there’s no tax on diesel fuel or
road user charges.
Petrol-driven passenger utes and vans pay a flat levy of $84.98 while
diesels cost $159.27. Levies for petrol-running vintage cars (40 years or
older) are $17.51 and $43.51 for diesel. There is no change to moped and
motorcycle levies, although the motorcycle safety levy is reducing by $5.

ACC has also adjusted the risk ratings assigned to some models.
See rightcar.govt.nz/rego/acc-new to assess your vehicle’s levy.
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SPEED READING
If one man embodies the indomitable spirit of the good ol’
Kiwi battler, it’s Burt Munro. As an elderly gent he travelled to
Bonneville, Utah, in 1967 and, against all odds, smashed the
world land-speed record on a woefully outdated motorcycle:
his now world-famous Indian.
Two new books on Munro tell his inspiring and enthralling
story. The first is Burt Munro: The Lost Interviews (Penguin
RRP: $35) by journalist Neill Birss. This book is made up
of previously unpublished interviews Birss conducted with

Munro. It offers fascinating insight and gives you a real sense
of his eccentric character. It's a straight transcript, making
it essentially Munro in his own words. If you’re after the real
deal, this is it.
The other is Speed King by David Hill and Phoebe Morris
(Penguin, RRP:$25). This is a beautifully illustrated children’s
book that brings Munro’s accomplishment to life for younger
readers, and will no doubt inspire a whole new generation of
Kiwi kids to dream big.
AA Directions has five copies of each book
to give away. To enter, send your name
and address and the name of the book
you would like to win to: Burt Munro
Competition, AA Directions, PO Box
5, Auckland 1140 or enter online at
aadirections.co.nz by September 30.

Dip and dive with a dolphin

Tour the solar system

in the Bay of Islands

AT AUCKLAND’S STARDOME OBSERVATORY

Be inspired by science, steel and art at

Zip down the hill on

the Len Lye Centre in New Plymouth

Soak in the warmth in Taupo with De Bretts

Thermal Pools

See Wellington’s best views

FROM THE ICONIC CABLE CAR

Feel the thrill of hand-

FEEDING THE STINGRAYS IN GISBORNE

Be wowed in Nelson by a

world of wearable art and cars

Visit Marlborough to revel in

hot pools

CHILL WITH THE PENGUINS
on an Antarctic adventure
in Christchurch.

Queenstown’s ski clubs

AVIATION
HISTORY

Admire the honey-coloured

Maori Leap Cave

Book direct for

THE BEST
DEAL

in Kaikoura
Fall in love with

French Akaroa
Carve up the slopes in Cromwell with a

SMILE AND A SNOWBOARD

Enjoy New Zealand’s

best
destinations
with

HHM625 06/16

Melt into Hanmer’s

Transform the kids into
accomplished little skiers with

Rotorua’s famous Luge

0800 003 195 • www.heritagehotels.co.nz/daydream
AA_DirectionsJuly_120x180-v1.indd 1

27/05/16 1:21 pm
WINTER 2016
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OLYMPIC FEVER

We may be a small nation but we’re certainly not short
on talented sportspeople.
Among the Kiwi athletes representing New Zealand
in the August 2016 Olympic Games in Rio de Janeiro
are siblings, Sam and Molly Meech. The professional
sailors featured in the summer 2015 issue of AA
Directions where they shared their story of growing up
on a boat and sailing the world. Sam will race in the
laser class, a solo category, while Molly and sailing
partner Alexandra Maloney will take the helm of a
women’s double-handed skiff, or 49erFX.
The 2016 Olympic Games kick off August 5 and end
August 21.
See olympic.org.nz for more information and to keep up to
date with race schedules.

Keep your freedom and independence
Book a FREE in-car coaching session with AA Senior Driver*
If you’re an AA Member aged at least 80, you’re eligible for a FREE one-on-one coaching
session to help ensure you’re confident and safe behind the wheel.
To book, visit aa.co.nz/senior-driver
or call 0800 223 748
Conditions apply. See website for details.

*

M99116-AADT-Directions Advert-Jun16-v7.indd 1

7/06/16 3:41 PM

COMPASS

Bon appétit!
There are many things Wellington’s known for: its wild wind, world-leading
animation films, and its reputation as New Zealand’s culinary capital.
Come August, the city will celebrate its foodie title with the Visa Wellington
on a Plate Festival. From August 12 to 28, a feast of more than 120 fun
events will be served up, like making your own chocolate bars, tips on how
to reduce food waste, special set menus at more than 100 of the region’s best
restaurants and more.
See visawoap.com for the full programme.

Wise words
What’s the secret to writing a successful
novel? It’s a question many aspiring
authors and avid readers often wonder.
Ten of New Zealand’s best
contemporary authors who’ve had
a taste of stardom will share the
inspirations behind their work at this
year’s Marlborough Book Festival.
Writers Charlotte Grimshaw, Witi
Ihimaera and Steve Braunias are
among the lineup.
The festival is held across different locations
in Marlborough from July 29 to 31; see
marlboroughbookfest.co.nz for more.

CLEAN, GREEN WEEK
Can you imagine New Zealand without its native bush,
natural streams and rare wildlife?
Without care, these treasures may become damaged
or extinct, but we can all do our bit to help ensure that
doesn’t happen.
Conservation Week runs September 10-18 and gives
New Zealanders the chance to protect and restore our
species, places and heritage. During the week,
the Department of Conservation (DoC) runs a series of
volunteering, teaching and training programmes and
activities to try and keep our country clean and green.
Ways to get involved include supervising island
campgrounds, maintaining tracks and trails around cities
and learning how to attract native birds to your garden.
See doc.govt.nz and search Conservation Week
for how to get involved.

On now until 18 Sep
Ernesto Neto
Just like drops in time, nothing (installation detail) 2002
collection: Art Gallery of New South Wales Purchased
with assistance from Clayton Utz 2002 © Ernesto Neto

WINTER 2016
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Winter is project time.
Settle indoors in the
evenings and weekends
and make something, fix
something, learn something
new. It could be a project
that’s tackled and sorted
within a couple of hours or
days, or it could be a slowburner begun now while
the nights are long and
plans can be put into action
without the distraction of
sunshine. Whatever the
scale of the personal project,
it’s about committing to a
mission, seeing it through
and revelling in the
satisfaction that comes
with completion.

FEATURE

Bonding under
the bonnet
Summer road trips will be extra special
for Jackson Kerr. The 14-year-old is
eagerly awaiting the chance to test out
a project he’s been working on with
his father, David. But he’ll have to wait
a couple of years before he can start
learning to drive it himself.
The Hamilton-based pair spend their
weekends and evenings after school
under the bonnet of a 1971 BMW 2002.
They hope to have the old car up and
running in the next few months, in time
for summer.
Jackson, an avid classic car enthusiast,
couldn’t believe it when his favourite one
came up for sale.
“At first I didn’t believe Dad when
he told me he’d found one,” Jackson
remembers. “I thought he was kidding.
I’d often looked on TradeMe and had
never seen one; it felt unreal.”
This project is also a nod to the bond
David, who works as a chef, shared with
his own father. “I did the same with
my dad when I was a teenager, about
30 years ago now. We restored a 1969
Cooper S Mini, so I knew it would be a
fun project Jackson and I could work on
together,” he says.
Once they’d bought the car and found
a temporary home for it in a friend’s
garage, David and Jackson pulled on
their overalls and set to work.
“First we needed to check the engine
and condition of the motor, and
manually crank the car to investigate the
compression,” David says. “It’s in great
condition for a 1971 car.”
Still on the to-do list is install a new
radiator, flush the petrol tank, replace
engine hoses, flush and bleed the brakes
and fit and reinstall the seats.
“Then we can get going,” Jackson says,
with a huge smile on his face.
MONICA TISCHLER

WINTER 2016
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It’s not often you’ll find Chloe Waretini
with clean fingernails.
The Christchurch resident is a very
keen gardener and is now sowing
the seeds for a more sustainable and
healthy community through the
Otakaro Orchard Project, where a
section of Canterbury land is being
transformed into an urban food hub.
Chloe says the city’s local healthy
food movement was strengthened in
the wake of the earthquakes five years
ago. “The food system was fragile.
Supermarkets only carried three days’
worth of produce; the city was like
a food desert. Community gardens
became vital assets,” she says.
Christchurch now has 30 community
gardens. The $2 million Otakaro
Orchard, established on governmentowned land, will have 35 fruit and nut
trees and 12 vegetable beds. There
will also be a dome on site, where
exotic produce can grow year round,
plus a café and an information centre
to explain growing techniques and
sustainable food practices.
It’s special for Chloe, who is
managing the project, to provide fresh
produce for the community, but she also
wants the orchard to motivate people to
grow their own fruit and veggies.
“I hope this project inspires people.
The community has been through
such a hard time with the earthquakes
and I want them to know that positive
things are possible again.”
The orchard project has been
supported by donations, grants and
the hard work of the Food Resilience
Network, and will be completed within
two years.
See givealittle.co.nz and search
‘Otakaro Orchard’.
MONICA TISCHLER
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New growth

FEATURE

Making life colourful

PHOTOGRAPHS BY NICK SERVIAN

Putting paint to paper has helped Zoe Elliott and Tim VaughanSanders see the world more intimately.
The Wellington-based couple has created the 31 Days In
project, where in months that have 31 days they produce a new
piece of artwork every day in a different place.
So far, they've painted their way around Barcelona, Western
Australia and Wellington, finding inspiration from local events,
people and landscapes.

Zoe says it’s helped her find deeper
meaning in places. “It’s a good way to
remember a place you visit. You can take
lots of photos, but if you have one painting,
it means so much more,” she says.
The couple met in Chile and came up
with the project idea while travelling.
“Some days it just wasn’t as rewarding
as it could be,” Tim says. “We’d sleep in,
get a coffee and then the day was almost
gone. The project has given us a different
way of seeing a city; we have to get to
know it better. Before we had more of a
narrow mind set, things wouldn’t seem as
colourful.”
Talented photographer Zoe captures
images on her camera for Tim to translate
in paint in his bright and quirky style.
Landmarks he’s painted have included
Wellington’s cable cars and Gaudi’s Casa
Battlo in Barcelona.
The couple has extended the project
with the 31 Days In Wellington CD, made
up of 31 tracks from Kiwi musicians.
They’ve also made prints of the artworks
available online, with profits going to
Wellington food rescue organisation,
Kaibosh. Zoe and Tim plan to take their
project to Europe, South America and
Asia, spreading the love to local charities
and organisations in each country.
See etsy.com and search ’31 Days In’.
MONICA TISCHLER

WINTER 2016
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HOW DO I
STAY IN
THE HOME
I LOVE?

STAY

Call for a free assessment today.

WHERESYO
TAY
HE.RU
BELOWNG
YOU
BELOE N
G.

0800
488
740
or visit www.seniorsfinance.co.nz

Applicatio
n Form

*Heartland Seniors Finance is a division of Heartland Bank Limited.
Heartland Bank Limited’s lending criteria, fees and charges apply.

HOME
EQUITY
LOAN

HOME
EQUITY
LOAN

Are you aged 60 or over? Do you own
your own home? Do you want to have
more flexibility with your finances
and the independence to spend your
retirement how you choose?
A Heartland Home Equity Loan works by
allowing you to borrow against the equity
in your home, without having to make
repayments until you leave or sell your
property.*
The money from a Home Equity Loan can
be used for anything you like. Here are
some examples of what others have used
their Home Equity Loan for:
• Home renovations
• Medical procedures
• A holiday overseas
• Debt repayment
• Help children or grandchildren buy
homes of their own
• Remove the everyday stress from bills
and rates payments.

FEATURE
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On a mission
Every chance she gets, Rose Blackley
rides Nga Haerenga, the New Zealand
Cycle Trail network. So far she has
ticked off 16 of the '23 Great Rides'.
An early adopter of mountain
biking, Rose and her partner, Richard
Balm, a project manager for the North
Island cycle trails, were invited to
test-ride some of the trails and provide
feedback before they were opened to
the public in 2009.
Rose is now a staunch advocate
of Nga Haerenga and takes every
opportunity she can get to encourage
women into recreational cycling.
She believes the health benefits make
it an excellent all-round experience.
“It’s a fast, exhilarating, fun and
social activity that doesn’t take up the
whole day.”
Having the right cycling equipment
is key to that experience, she says.
“A lot of ladies will often have their
first go on a hand-me-down mountain
bike not suited to their physique
and quickly get put off. You need a
lightweight frame, ideally less than
12kgs, with good gears and disc brakes
as well as a comfortable girl's seat.”
Once kitted-out with the right gear,
the next step is to get into the outdoors
and ride a few trails – which there are
no shortage of nationwide.
Rose and Richard recently travelled
from their home in Taupo to ride the
newly opened Old Ghost Road trail
in some of the most breathtaking
and remote wilderness on the South
Island’s West Coast. Her favourite ride
is closer to home, the Timber Trail,
a back-country adventure beginning in
the Pureora Forest that winds its way
amongst ancient podocarps and across
eight suspension bridges.
But each ride is inspiring in its own
way, she says. For as long as she enjoys
being in the saddle, the destination will
always be Nga Haeranga – the journey.
PETER JAMES QUINN
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The new Mirage is ready to dazzle, with 15" alloys and sophisticated
styling from bumper to bumper. 4.9L/100km fuel efficiency,
a 5 star safety rating and a 10 year warranty make it a must-see,
too. Visit mmnz.co.nz or call 0800 54 53 52 for a test drive.

*Price applies to Mirage XLS and excludes On Road Costs of up to $400 which includes Registration, WoF and a full tank of fuel.
See www.mmnz.co.nz for full Diamond Advantage terms and conditions.

FEATURE

Ben Gracewood had very simple
inspiration for his woodworking project:
he wanted to use his new Dremel tool.
Then he had a eureka moment when
struggling with the dinky dock of his
Apple Watch.
“Trying to attach it to its charger on the
bedstand every night was always a hassle,”
he says. “So I had a look online to see what
people were doing for their watch stands
and decided to have a go at it myself.”
Despite having no woodworking
experience, he threw himself into the
project, getting some cheap pine wood
from Placemakers and experimenting
with various configurations. There were
two things he wanted to accomplish: that
the watch would easily slip on and off the
stand, and that it would charge.
“The charger is a little magnetic puck,”
Ben explains. “I thought I’d see if I could
insert the puck into the wood and then
use the Dremel tool to cut a circle and
place the plug’s cable through a small
hole. And it worked!”
He’d concealed the puck and the wire
successfully but still had to work out a
way to make it hold the watch. “I got
another piece of wood, used the Dremel
to cut another hole so I could stick the
stand into it, and worked on getting the
balance right.”
Initially his stand was sticking up too
far on the base. It looked ridiculous.
Then came more inspiration that was a
bit of a ‘world first’. “I’d seen that idea of
a standing-up watch stand before but not
one with the iPhone stand built in next
to it,” he says.
He decided to make a slot next to the
watch stand for his iPhone and used the
same approach, cutting a slot to conceal
the wire and the charger.

PHOTOGRAPH BY JESSIE CASSON

Making time

It was not a complete success.
“To be honest the first try was terrible
because the wood wasn’t deep enough
to hold up the phone and to have the
charging cable sticking up through the
bottom of it…”
He ended up getting more wood,
gluing it to the base and then making a
nice deep channel to sit the phone in.
To his joy, it worked.

“The thing is, you can buy a watch
stand for about $20. But spending
three hours of sweaty sawdust labour
on a Saturday afternoon is much more
rewarding,” he says. “Not only does it
work and do what I want it to do, but each
time I look at it, it gives me a sense of
achievement. Even though it is a bit ugly.”
KARL PUSCHMANN
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Outside influences
Winter walks, song lyrics and passing
comments from friends all stimulate
ideas for Isabella Pachter’s creations.
She has a lot to show for her creativity;
delicate hand-made jewellery, art cards,
posters, pretty mobiles and many other
original pieces adorn Isabella’s Auckland
home and form the basis of her range,
Hydrangea Ranger, which she sells
online, at markets and in shops around
the country.
Inspiration for her latest project,
natural fire starters, began as an
experiment, Isabella says. She’d moved
into a new house with a fireplace and
didn’t want to use toxic fire lighters;
she also wanted to make bleak winter
evenings more pleasant.
“I gathered pinecones, bommyknockers, fragrant leaves and other bits
and pieces on winter walks to use as
kindling. We had fires at home when I
was young and would place mandarin

skins on top of the stove to make the
room smell nice, so I knew that would be
a good ingredient. I always try to come
up with ideas using material I already
have,” she says.
To make fire starters, she dries the
found pieces in the oven, puts them in
used egg cartons, then pours melted wax
from half-spent candles over the mix.
“The kindling and egg cartons
light really fast but the wax has a longer
burn time. It’s a super easy and a
foolproof little project, really.
“Making fire starters is a nice
afternoon task. It’s fun getting creative
after going for a walk to collect the bits.
I love the process of making things with
my hands and it's extra satisfying when
I make something that other people can
enjoy too,” she says.
See hydrangearanger.com for more.
MONICA TISCHLER

A SENSE
of HOME

Choose CHT for a sense of home
Quality care without compromise. No premiums or hidden costs
CHT is one of New Zealand’s leading providers of
residential care with over 50 years experience and a
proud history of innovative facility design and service
delivery. CHT hospitals, rest homes and dementia care
units have an enviable reputation with modern facilities
carefully designed to create a sense of home for
residents who are cared for by professional staff.

www.cht.co.nz
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Ready to go

PHOTOGRAPH BY ROBYN WEBSTER

Escape and fantasy are the motivating
forces behind Christchurch sculptor
Llew Summer’s latest project: a handbuilt campervan.
Llew is an outdoors man. Since he was
a young boy, summer holidays have been
spent in tents pitched in remote spots.
Winters brought their own charm with
snowy mountain vistas or being rugged
up against the wind on wild beaches.
Except for last year in Kaikoura, when
a particularly frosty day proved the last
straw. “It was freezing cold and I spent all
day wrapped up in bed in the car with a
head torch on reading a book. I thought
‘this is crap’.”
It was one iced-up window too many
and he headed home and started work on
his campervan.
Buying an off-the-shelf unit didn’t
appeal. His campervan is made of wood:
raw timber around a steel frame on the
outside with varnished wood covering

GE
D
E
L
W
O
N
K
L
A
EXPERT LOC
w Zealand

roughoutTONR INeFORMATION NETWORK.
h
t
s
g
in
k
o
o
b
and
stay and
FICIAL VISI
do, places to
ZEALAND’S OF

ings to
gs.
l the best th
of the bookin e
We know al
ll take care
e’
hom
w
n
us
ow
Pl
eir
th
e.
ther
pert for
is a travel ex activities, attractions,
ways to get
rks at i-SITE

NEW

Scan this

n who wo
the sort of
Every perso
know.
you to find
local would
ey can help
rt that only a
perienced
town, so th
po
ns
tra
d
an
you have ex
on
ce
ati
on
od
at
m
th
m
re
acco
E will help
be su
IT
n
i-S
ca
er,
u
yo
off
,
branches
ce has to
xt stop
With over 80
what one pla E colleagues at the ne
d greatest of
i-SIT
the latest an
ually friendly
eq
eir
th
th
wi
connect you
ey.
find out all our
QR Code to
on your journ
ughout New

locations thro

32

Zealand

aadirections.co.nz

www.i-SITE.org

扫描二微码搜索新
西兰所有i-SITEs

PHOTOGRAPH BY DOC ROSS

FEATURE

a layer of insulating polystyrene on the
inside. “Wood creates a feeling of warmth,”
he says, that, together with a small log
burner in one corner, space for books,
a good sound system and a hot water
shower, create a womb of contentment no
matter the weather outside.
“Winter with its frosts and snow is
beautiful. It’s nice to be warm and in the
elements at the same time.”
The campervan is designed to slide on
to the back of his work truck: a bright-

red double-cab Nissan Atlas that once
served as a fire truck in Japan. It’s selfcontained, “which means it’s got a toilet”
and will park in the garden ready to go.
“I don’t know how often I’ll use it,”
Llew says. “It will just be nice to know it’s
there when I want to go somewhere.”
Somewhere could be anywhere: visiting
friends on the West Coast, tramping up
in Arthur’s Pass, surfing at Mangamaunu
outside Kaikoura or fishing off the beach
at Kakanui, south of Oamaru.

It’s a mobile home that fits his
personality. “I don’t like to be singular
about my leisure,” he says. “I like variety.
I want to be multichoice.” So depending
on the weather, his mood, if the moment
calls for something active like fishing
or hunting or simple like watching the
waves, or just to satisfy the fantasy of
a place that’s grown in his mind, his
campervan makes any getaway possible.
KIM TRIEGAARDT

WINTER 2016
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Conquering the Cube
For almost four decades, inventor Erno Rubik’s
mind-melting puzzle has enthralled, enchanted and,
let’s be honest, frustrated, millions of people around
the world. But the mystery of the Rubik’s Cube is not
a voodoo magic. Instead, the solution is something
that can be learnt.
Ever since Daniel Too was a kid, the riddle of the
cube had bugged him. So one morning he decided to
do something about it.
“I realised that we’re living in a time where I could
teach myself how to do it,” he says. “I googled it,
found different approaches and went for the one
that seemed easiest.”
With much enthusiasm he set about his project,
watching and following YouTube videos. He learnt
the various twists and turns necessary to transform
a mixed-up cube into six sides of solid, primary
colour. “It’s rote learning. You can solve a Rubik’s
Cube by knowing just five or six algorithms.”
While he was practising, Dan bought several cubes
to have around the house and he noticed his sevenyear-old son Maxwell playing with them. Dan had
found a second project: “Maxwell was super into it and
needed something to keep him busy in the holidays.”
Maxwell, sitting with us, is totally absorbed by a
cube in his hands, spinning it around and building
lines of colour from the inside out. It’s quickly
completed and he immediately mixes it up and
repeats the process.
I ask him how long it took him to master the cube.
“It took me two weeks,” he says, without looking up.
Maxwell says he can solve the puzzle in two
minutes, but it’s apparent he’s much faster than
that. While waiting for the photographer to set up
he closes his eyes and solves one blind. It’s seriously
impressive. Dan’s beaming.
I ask if it’s been a rewarding project. “Absolutely”,
Dan says. “But teaching anything to a kid is, you
know? Seeing them pick up a skill and get better at
it is amazing. Hopefully this is a skill that he’ll keep
for life and something he’ll remember.”
KARL PUSCHMANN
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Before you pay
the purchase price,
compare
the other price.

The price of fuelling a car can vary greatly, even between similar models. The Fuel Economy Label*
gives you the information you need to compare the fuel economy of different cars so you know before
you buy. The more stars, the less you’ll spend on fuel. You’ll see it in car windows, and sale listings.

EEC3809

Compare fuel economy online at energywise.govt.nz
*For comparative purposes only and not a guarantee.
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Wheel Love

Dana Coote and her 1961 Holden EK Special.
It makes me smile when I look at
it. It’s full of character and has a
real kiwiana feel to it. For me it was
the perfect fit for The Bash and for
helping Kiwi kids.
I’ve had the car for nine or ten years
now. Occasionally it enters my mind
– am I going to do another Variety
Bash? – and I think about selling.
But then I’ll go for a drive and
there’s just no way. I love it.

PHOTOGRAPH BY MARK SMITH

I LOVE CARS and am absolutely of the
Holden persuasion as opposed to
Ford. I was probably brainwashed by
Mum when I was a child.
I got it because I was looking for a
car to do the Variety Bash charity car
rally. I looked at ‘out there’ cars like
Hummers and things, but when I saw
this car I just had to have it.
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a new
way to
view
space

HR-V
APROPOS 31882

A new class of crossover that redefines space, quality and style.
Offering more passenger and cargo space than any other vehicle
in this class, the luxurious 5-door HR-V combines the elegant fluidity of a coupe
with the utility of a SUV. www.honda.co.nz see. be seen.

From $32,900 +ORC

MOTORING

Buying
your
first car:

101

In the market for your
first car? Looking for
a safe and affordable
vehicle but overwhelmed
by all the options?
Fear not! AA Motoring
Advisor Cade Wilson is
here to guide you.
WHEN BUYING OUR first car we all want it to look
shiny and new – and good enough to impress our
mates. In reality though, it simply needs to be
reliable, fuel efficient to keep running costs down
and, of course, safe. But, how safe are our first cars
these days? Do you need to spend an excessive
amount to get a safe entry-level vehicle that has a
5 star safety rating?
It wasn’t until I bought my fifth car that I had a
vehicle equipped with an airbag and ABS brakes.
Nowadays this will seem crazy to new car buyers,
as modern vehicles without ABS and multiple
airbags are unheard of. But having ABS and airbags
doesn’t automatically mean that a car will be
awarded with a multiple star safety rating.
WINTER 2016
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Ford Fiesta

A new vehicle that started life in New Zealand may have an
ANCAP safety rating, indicating the level of safety it provides
for occupants and pedestrians in the event of a crash. This is
a good safety reference point when you’re looking to buy a car,
but, as cars get older, ANCAP safety ratings become almost
out of date, as newer technologies are introduced and testing
standards and conditions are developed. Therefore, looking at
the used car safety ratings can be more useful.

So what do I look for? Well, think about the
type of vehicle that will fit your lifestyle.
So, what can you get without breaking the bank? There are
various options available in the light car range that have all
received used car safety ratings, ranging from 3 stars to a top
performing 5 stars. The 2009-13 Ford Fiesta is at the top of the list
with 5 stars, followed by the Holden Barina 2001-12, Honda Jazz/
Fit 2002-08, Mazda 2/Demio 2007-13, and Toyota Yaris/Vitz 200511 – all of which are 3 star cars.
These vehicles are popular among first time buyers because
of their affordability. The 5 star Fiesta costs around $10,000,
which might be out of budget for some, so let's consider the
3-star rated cars.

Honda Jazz
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The Barina 2001 starts at around
$2,500, which is actually a very modest
starting point. I would certainly consider
it acceptable but does it look the part?
Unfortunately, the answer to that question
is “not really”, and even spending your cash
to make it look flash won’t change this.
A Honda Fit costs around $4000 and it’s
one of the more widely available imports
on the road. I have just one issue with it:
the CVT transmission. It’s not uncommon
for Fits to develop a shuddering issue and it
can cost a lot to fix if anything other than a
transmission service is needed. Lastly, the
price of the Mazda Demio and Toyota Yaris
start at about $5000, making them both
affordable hatches.
Cars listed on the used car safety
ratings that meet the small to medium
category requirements range from a 2006
Honda Civic, 2007 Subaru Impreza, 2004
VW Golf, 2001 Audi A4, and 2003 Honda
Accord Euro, all of which are examples of
decent 5 star safety rated vehicles and, in

Toyota Yaris

Mitsubishi Lancer

my opinion, very worthy first cars. There are
also slightly lower safety-rated vehicles such
as the Mazda 3/Axela 2009-13, Mitsubishi
Lancer 2008-13, VW Golf 1999-2004, plus
many other similar options. Most of these
cars – in average condition with between
130,000 and 170,000km on the clock – will
cost around $5000-$6500.
While I bought my first car for around
$2,250, these days this amount would only
get you a high mileage vehicle that’s about
15 years old. It would certainly look, feel and
drive like a clapped out bomb that’s about to
die – something I wouldn’t recommend as a
first car. It may not even last long enough to
pass its next Warrant of Fitness (WoF) and,
more importantly, it’s unlikely that it would
have achieved much more than a 1 star
safety rating.
So what do I look for? Well, think about
the type of vehicle that will fit your lifestyle.
Do you need a station wagon, van or ute
to transport all your gear like surfboards,
bikes or kayaks? Or will a small sedan or
hatchback suit your daily commute and the
odd weekend road trip?
Once you’ve got your eye on a vehicle, and
you’re considering buying it, think about
getting a pre-purchase inspection before
you make the final decision.This will give
you an indication of the overall condition
of the vehicle and an insight into areas that
may need further investigation.
And, if you’re buying privately, it’s a
good idea to get a vehicle history check
beforehand to ensure that it has no
outstanding finance, police interest, or
previous re-registration which may indicate
a potential insurance write-off.
Lastly, make sure that the WoF has plenty
of time left on it to avoid forking out for
immediate repairs if it fails the test.

BRINGING DESIGN
INTO THE EVERYDAY
Your bathroom is one of the most
practical spaces in your home, but
that doesn’t mean it has to be boring.
products combine quality
and practicality with great design,
giving you everything you need for a
functional and attractive bathroom.

Branches Nationwide. Freephone 0800 800 686
plumbingworld.co.nz
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Peter King looks at the giant transport moneygo-round that keeps New Zealand moving

A

nyone driving around New Zealand will
notice a lot of transport construction
going on at the moment. If it seems there
is more work happening than usual, that’s
because there is. It’s the most, ever. This year, for
every dollar that changes hands in the country, two
cents of it will be spent on transport.
You may not realise that more than half of what
you pay for petrol is for tax. A recent AA survey of
Members showed most people did not know they
pay nearly one dollar in tax on each litre of petrol.
The good news is that it goes back into transport.
New Zealand is the only country in the world
where all the tax collected on petrol, except GST,
is spent on transport – not just on roads but on
public transport and on cycling infrastructure as
well. Other sources of transport funding are road
user charges (RUC) collected from owners of diesel
vehicles, vehicle registration charges, and rates.
Also included in petrol and registration taxes is the
money the Accident Compensation Corporation
(ACC) uses to treat and support road crash victims.

“Transport connectivity plays a key role
in economic development. We’re focused
on enabling economic growth rather than
simply responding to it. We’re investing
to build major infrastructure projects and
we're also investing to speed up projects
considered important to regions. This
investment into key infrastructure will drive
our country’s economic and social success
well into the future.”
SIMON BRIDGES (Minister of Transport)
Twitter: @simonjbridges
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Tax from fuel also covers climate change
charges under the emissions trading
scheme; the system tries to ensure motor
vehicle users cover their costs.
The numbers are enormous. The new
National Land Transport Plan (covering
June 2015 to June 2018) has had $10
billion allocated from vehicle taxes, while
local governments will spend $3.9 billion
from rates revenue. Some $2 billion will
be spent on public transport, up to $400
million on cycling facilities and $5.5
billion on improving local roads and
state highways. In total, it’s 15% more
than the 2012-2015 transport plan.
We’re spending a lot because we
use it a lot. The Ministry of Transport
carries out a survey of all travel which
shows that 79% of trip choices and
travelling time is either driving or riding
in a motor vehicle. The second most
popular method is walking (17% of trips)
followed by public transport (2.8%) and
cycling (1.2%). Some trips are purely
for fun but most result in spending,
which keeps the economy turning over.
If New Zealanders stopped moving, our
economy would grind to a halt. Whether
it’s an office coffee run or a load of sheep,
moving things is at the core of trade.
Is this spend-up extravagant? Not by
international standards. Of the 48 nations
in the International Transport Forum,
New Zealand’s spend as a proportion of
our economy is 46th. We are a long way
behind, and compared to developing
nations we are very modest. That’s also
because, compared to other nations, our
petrol tax is modest; we have the fifth
lowest petrol tax rate in the OECD.

MOTORING

HOW IT’S
FUNDED

Mark Stockdale explains who pays
for our transport system and where
the money goes
Much of New Zealand’s transport system is
user pays. Motorists mainly pay through
petrol tax or diesel road user charges,
followed by nearly a third coming from local
government and smaller portions from
general tax and public transport fares.
A typical car travels just under 12,000km
per year. Assuming fuel consumption of
about nine litres per 100km, means
motorists pay just over $1000 per annum in
petrol tax. Of this, $643 goes towards road
building and maintenance, public transport
and other land transport funding, $75 is for
ACC levies, and the remainder is GST.

COST OF A LITRE OF PETROL ($1.99)

FUNDING SOURCES FOR TRANSPORT (2015)
Rego fees

$183m

Public
Transport
users
$320m

Road user charges
(light vehicles)

$410m

Road user charges
(heavy vehicles)

Tax payers
$460m

$790m

Petrol taxes

$1.6b

Motorists

Toll revenue

$3b

$6m

WHERE YOUR PETROL TAXES GO

WHAT IS THE MONEY
SPENT ON?

Rate payers
$1,6b

200

GOVERNMENT SPENDING
ON TRANSPORT (2015)

180
160

CENTS PER LITRE

140

PETROL TAX

120
100
80

FUEL COMPANY
MARGIN
Roads
(includes footpaths and bus lanes)

60
40
20

$3.546b

REFINED
FUEL COST

0

Diesel users pay no transport tax or ACC
levies at the pump so contribute through
road user charges (RUC) instead. A diesel
car travelling the same mileage per year
(12,000km) would contribute $647 in RUC
(excluding GST). By comparison, a 44-tonne
truck and trailer travelling 100,000km a
year pays about $57,600 a year in RUC.
Since 2008, petrol tax has risen over
16 cents per litre, or an additional $179 a
year for a typical car. RUC has also
increased – up 50% in the case of cars and
other light vehicles.
Prior to 2008, 18.7 cents in petrol tax was
diverted to general government funds, but
now all of the tax and RUC is earmarked for
the National Land Transport Fund (NLTF). This

National Land
Transport Fund

Emissions Trading
Scheme levy

GST

Miscellaneous

ACC

funds all the costs of the state highway
network: building new highways,
maintenance and repairs, safety upgrades,
and police enforcement. The NLTF also covers
half the cost of local roads, with the other half
coming from local government contributions.
The NLTF also funds a quarter of public
transport operating costs, with another
quarter coming from ratepayers and the
balance from fares. The cost of introducing
new public transport projects (for example,
park-and-ride facilities) is split 50:50
between road users and ratepayers.
Rail infrastructure is typically funded
from general taxation, although Auckland’s
City Rail Link is expected to be joint-funded
by taxpayers and ratepayers.

Public transport

$1.61b

Road police and road safety education

$390m

Walking and cycling

$27m
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Do you struggle getting out of the car?
Then try the

CAR GENIE

4-IN-1 AUTOMOTIVE MOBILITY SAFETY TOOL THAT HELPS YOU GET IN AND OUT OF CARS

LED
It’s so easy to use
FLASHLIGHT
– simply open your
door and place this
CARBON STEEL
portable handle into
CONSTRUCTION
the existing door
NON-SLIP
latch. The CAR
GRIP
GENIE will hook
into place and not
budge, so you can
HAMMER
feel totally safe
– breaks glass
and secure getting
BLADE – cuts belt
in and out of your
car. Whether you’re
recovering from
an injury, concerned about slipping or you struggle with mobility,
CAR GENIE will help give you your freedom back.
The CAR GENIE stores neatly in your door pocket or glovebox, so
it’s always there when you need it. You can even take it with you in a
friend’s car. Plus it features a handy built-in LED light, seatbelt cutter
and hammer to break glass – perfect for emergencies.
• Comfortable non-slip rubber grip • Compact and stores away
easily in your door or glovebox
• Gives you the leverage to lift
yourself up, with a secure grip
• Includes a built-in LED
so you won’t slip
flashlight, seat belt cutter
and window breaker for faster
• Carbon steel construction can
escape in an emergency
hold 150kgs

CAR GENIE

Order
using one
of the three easy order methods below
and get entered into the Thank You Prize
to win a Mercedes-Benz CLA 200 CDI
Coupé or $60,000 cash.

GET IN AND OUT WITH EASE!

YES

Full terms and conditions online.

Please send me the CAR GENIE for 3 easy payments of $14.99 or $44.97 plus $4.99 P&H.
I enclose my cheque/money order made payable to Reader’s Digest OR Charge my

VISA

MASTERCARD

AMERICAN EXPRESS

Card Number:
Expiry Date:

/

Signature:

Name:
Address:

Postcode:
Price

Car Genie (0613418)

Price $44.97 + $4.99 p&h

Three
0800 449 300* Mon-Fri 8.30am to
EASY 2.Call
5.30pm and quote CAR GENIE
Order 3.Complete and return via reply-paid to:
Options
,
* Freecall is from landline only.

Phone Number:

Item Description

1. Order online at
www.readersdigest.co.nz/car-genie

Qty

Total $

100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEE
106th Sweepstakes: $60,000 Thank You Prize • Opens 01/04/16. Closes 31/03/17. Drawn 11/04/17. Winner published at www.readersdigest.co.nz from the
business day following the draw. NSW LTPS/15/08262, ACT TP15/07468, SA T15/1657. For full terms and conditions and Privacy Policy see www.readersdigest.co.nz

Freepost Authority No 1767
Reader’s Digest, PO Box 911387
Victoria Street West AUCKLAND 1142
Orders subject to acceptance by Reader’s Digest
Reader’s Digest New Zealand®

www.readersdigest.co.nz

601 16 7481 801 17261
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"Higher taxes, more roads, reduced passenger
transport funds, increasing road deaths,
worsening city congestion, bigger, heavier
trucks, less money for local road maintenance
- this doesn't look like a winning strategy to
me. New Zealand needs a smart, integrated
transport system to get things moving."
SUE MORONEY (Labour Transport Spokesperson)
Twitter: @suemoroney

Some see spending on
transport as an economic
stimulus. That may be true,
but a word of caution: the
Irish tried spending first,
accepting the theory, “if we
build it they will come”. After
the global financial crisis
the Irish Transport Minister
said: “well, we built it, but
they didn’t come”. The debts
pushed Ireland, like Portugal,
Spain and Greece, into serious
trouble. The conclusion was
that not having infrastructure
holds an economy back, but
premature investment can be
an expensive waste.
Of course there’s always
someone who wants more of
the transport pie for less of the
cost: truck drivers, cyclists,
public transport operators,
farmers, cities, regions,
contractors, even motorists.
This happens everywhere
in the world. New Zealand’s
Ministry of Transport’s
cost allocation model is
meant to divide these things

evenly – although road user
charges ought to be a higher
proportion of income than
they currently are.
But this huge money-goround is going to have to
change. While governments
increase petrol taxes steadily
to account for growing
fuel efficiency, vehicle
manufacturers know the
future is electric. While it may
take another decade to really
get started, there will come a
time when the person in the
petrol-electric hybrid is being
subsidised by the old-school
petrol car user, just as so
many other transport modes
are today. Exactly what will
replace the petrol tax noone
knows, although inspiration
may come from smartphone
navigation apps which track
distances travelled.
The one thing that is clear is
that any solution will require
robust discussion about who
pays for what, and who gets
subsidised by whom.

“The National Government has been putting up fuel taxes
to pay for a few eye-wateringly expensive highway projects,
which will actually make congestion worse, and lock people
into paying higher fuel taxes. Ironically, if they spent the same
amount on public transport and rail and sea for freight, the
roads would be safer and easier to drive on, and we’d have a
world-class transport system.”
JULIE ANNE GENTER (Green Party Transport Spokesperson)
Twitter: @julieannegenter

WHO
PAYS WHAT
Family in Auckland
TOTAL TRANSPORT CONTRIBUTION

$2,621.51

David and Ann live in Auckland with three
children. They both drive every day (David
a late-model diesel SUV and Ann a
10-year-old compact petrol hatchback),
and travel about the average NZ mileage
each year (11,000km for a petrol car,
15,000km for a diesel car). Their home has
a rateable value (2014) of $740,000.
David and Ann’s annual transport
contribution is made up of (excl. GST):
• Petrol excise tax of $541.42
• Diesel road user charges of $808.65
• Vehicle licences of $361.59
(ACC bands 2 and 4)
• Property rates contribution: $796.00
• Interim Transport Levy: $113.85
University student in Wellington
TOTAL TRANSPORT CONTRIBUTION

$290.77

Adam is a university student in Wellington,
sharing a rented flat in the city with three
others, valued at $527,000. He doesn’t own
a car but has a scooter for travelling around
the wider CBD (about 2,000km each year),
but mostly walks or uses buses or trains.
Adam’s annual transport contribution is
made up of (excl. GST):
• Petrol excise tax of $26.56
• Vehicle licence of $172.83
• Property rates contribution
(quarter share): $91.38
Retired couple in Nelson
TOTAL TRANSPORT CONTRIBUTION

$873.98

Gordon and Wira are retired and living in
Nelson. They use their older-model,
medium-sized sedan several times a week
(roughly 6,000km per year – just over half
the NZ average) and occasionally use their
SuperGold Card to take a free bus during
the day. They own their own home valued
at $460,000, slightly higher than the
average Nelson house price.
Gordon and Wira’s annual transport
contribution is made up of (excl. GST):
• Petrol excise tax of $341.94
• Vehicle licence of $201.96 (ACC band 1)
• Property rates contribution: $330.08
Sources: ACC, Auckland Council, Greater
Wellington Regional Council, Ministry of
Transport, Nelson City Council, Quotable Value,
Welington City Council.
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Seeing stars?
...How many?

The Australasian New Car Assessment Program (ANCAP)
is Australia & New Zealand’s leading vehicle safety organisation.
ANCAP provides Australian and New Zealand consumers with
independent vehicle safety information through the conduct
of crash tests, assessment of safety assist technologies and
publication of ANCAP safety ratings.

To find out how your car rates, visit

ancap.com.au

PHOTOGRAPHY BY MARK SMITH
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WOW

ON WHEELS
Could this be your everyday drive, asks Jacqui Madelin.

I HAD PICTURED MYSELF carving through
picturesque bends or rumbling past the
turning heads of admirers at café tables,
nonchalantly pretending I own this eyecatching Lamborghini Huracán supercar.
Instead, I was listening to the
photographer directing me as I tried to
thread this 2.236-metre-wide*, roadhugging piece of automotive sculpture
through his chosen photo location, an
admittedly uber-cool, architecturallydesigned underground parking garage,
but one stippled with posts and pillars
poised to scratch the paintwork.

With nothing visible in the rear-view
mirror but a mighty 5.2-litre, 10-cylinder
engine, I was blessing the rear-view
camera and the fact this car’s roundtown persona is so tractable. Indeed, you
could almost get away with using it every
day were it not so low; a button lifted the
nose 30mm so we could climb the ramp
and access the street without disaster.
Speaking of practicality, this 1.16-metrehigh wedge may be pared back to the
performance basics, but it’s almost roomy.
The up-front boot looked laughably small
but fitted a carry-on suitcase loaded with

camera gear and the photographer’s
pop-up light reflector. The shelf behind
the shapely and supportive sports seats
held my bag, the photographer’s tripod
and another bag with room to spare – all
prevented from flying forward by solidlymoulded head restraints.
And they could well fly forward, for
the spec sheet shows this engine delivers
449kW and 560Nm via a seven-speed
dual-clutch auto with paddle shift,
and that the Huracán is capable of
hitting 100kph from rest in just 3.2
seconds before topping out at 325km/h.

*INCLUDING MIRRORS
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Introductory Offer

At last... a simple, easy to
use, no nonsense
150
3G mobile phone.

SAVE UP TO

$

Mobile phones are getting smaller and more
complicated with far more features than anyone will
ever need. Payment plans are also complicated and tie
you in for a year, two years or more. That’s why we’ve
launched the EasyPhone 3G… A simple, no nonsense
mobile phone with some very useful features:

INCLUDES

SOS

BUTTON

✓BIG buttons with BIG numbers ✓A simple, easy to
easy to see and press.

✓Straightforward INSTRUCTIONS
on how to use it.

✓LARGE illuminated, easy to
read screen.

✓SOS button that calls any
number such as a relative or
friend. Just one press calls them
automatically and activates the
loudspeaker so you can speak
‘hands free.’

✓NO CONTRACT. Not linked to
any mobile phone network.
You can use any sim card so
no contract and NOTHING
TO SIGN.

✓Built in FM RADIO. Listen to
your favourite shows or sports
when you are out and about.
Here’s what our customers say about the
EasyPhone
“What a great phone. I can see the keypad and screen so
clearly I no longer have to reach for my glasses when I
make a call. The big buttons make it so much easier to
dial a number with my arthritic fingers and I’ve even used
the SOS button once when I slipped on the ice last winter”
Mrs Patricia Glenson
“The EasyPhone should be awarded Gadget of the Year
for the over 50s. It’s so simple to use. I normally need my
son to show me what to do but not with this phone. The
SOS is so handy – I’ve never had to use it in an
emergency but I call my son every day so it’s easy to just
press the button and talk” Mrs Emily Jones
“...great phone, no nonsense, fantastic battery life, easy
to press buttons, easy to see screen and I even listen to
my favourite talk show or the cricket when I’m on the
bus or out and about” Graham Burgess

use TEXT
MESSAGING
system.

✓Built in TORCH.

Very useful in the
dark.

✓300 MEMORY PHONEBOOK.

More than anyone is likely to need!

✓Easy, soft touch VOLUME CONTROL.
✓HANDS FREE system that works at the

press of a button. Allows you to talk without
having the phone ‘glued’ to your ear!

No Fancy Camera
No Music Player
No Downloads
Optional VIBRATION alert on incoming calls.
No GPS No Sat Nav
A full charge of the battery will last up to
No Video Games or WiFi
5 days in STANDBY and you have up to
Just a no-nonsense
5 hours of TALKTIME.
straightforward mobile phone
FREE, 1 yr WARRANTY. Order your
EasyPhone 3G now by calling 0800 55 77 99
or by completing the coupon below.

✓
✓
✓

Lines Open 7 Days:
12.00pm - 9.00pm

CALL NOW 0800 55 77 99

q SAVE $60 Please send me ONE EasyPhone 3G
mobile phone for only $199 $139 + $9.95 insured p&p
q BEST DEAL SAVE $150 Please send me TWO
EasyPhone 3G mobile phones for only $248 + $9.95 p&p
q I enclose a Cheque/Money Order payable to Century Mail for $______
V2261
q Please charge my VISA/MASTERCARD as follows:

Ask for
Dept KM313

SEND TO: CENTURY MAIL, DEPT KM313

PO BOX 912021, VICTORIA STREET WEST, AUCKLAND 1142
Mr/Mrs/Ms_________________________________________________________
Address___________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
Suburb_______________________________________Postcode______________

Signature ________________________________Exp_____ / ______
Occasionally we may make your data available to carefully selected companies.
If you do not wish to receive interesting offers from these companies, please tick this box
❑ If you do not wish to receive further communications from the Century Mail Group,
please tick this box ❑ Delivery normally within two weeks but please allow 28 days.

Phone____________________________________DOB_______/_______/_______
Email________________________________________________________________

❑ Tick this box to sign up for exclusive email offers from Century Mail.

Buy online at www.cmshop.today/KM313

MOTORING

Fortunately, the massive 380mm
carbo-ceramic discs should prove
equally effective at stopping,
while the magneto-rheological
suspension will adjust the damping
automatically to the road.
Photography sessions are
wonderful for noting details:
the pseudo fighter-pilot red cover
you flip up to start the car,
the sharply-sculpted lines leading
your eye into various air intakes,
the steering wheel buttons for
indicators. We could go on.
But with the photos finally in the
bag, it was time to tool down the
motorway in ‘strada’ or ‘street’
mode en route for a bit of swervery,
while fiddling with the satnav and
other controls, all neatly to hand,
and admiring the cabin interior
and its few, but vital nods to realworld use, like the under-dash tray
for tucking your wallet and the
armrest cubby just deep enough to
fit your iPhone.
With bends looming, I flicked the
steering wheel switch to ‘sport’ to
hone the car’s responses and alter
the muffler tuning, flicked it down
a gear or three, braced myself and
hit the accelerator.
Suffice to say there is more than
enough there to break any speed
limit you care to name in less time
than it takes to say ‘ear-to-ear grin’.

With all four wheels gripping the
tarmac and the weight mounted
mid-ship and incredibly low, the
car catapults forward and almost
swivels around bends: that old
cliché about cornering on rails
finally ringing true. Sure, the
suspension didn’t exactly iron out
bumps as much as semaphore
their exact contours, but this is
an unashamedly performanceoriented beast, as the soundtrack
continuously reminds you.
Especially if you slow, as I found
on the way back when seeing a
police car coming the other way.
I wasn’t actually speeding, but you
know how it is, lift off and check
later. However, the ‘sports’ set-up
immediately went into overdrive, the
muffler popping and crackling with
more verve than the 1812 Overture,
and the auto automatically blipping
the throttle to a feral fusillade from
beneath the bonnet, attracting
the immediate attention of the
constabulary – who were no doubt
confused to see their radar reading
on the side of the angels. Yes, you
can feel like a feral racer without
having to drive like one in a car
like this, no doubt a refinement
introduced for owners who want a
reminder of what their Huracán can
do without risking a ticket to hear
that glorious V10 orchestra.
Naturally a car like this doesn't
come cheap. Our press car is used –
there’s a whole 980km on the clock
– and it’s advertised at $439,990.
A brand-new one, as standard,
would cost $440,000 plus options.
This example is packed with kit,
like the transparent engine-bay
cover, $11,200; the sport exhaust
system, a bargain at $6600.
The high-gloss black forged 20inch wheels add $11,200, the vital
parking camera and rear sensors
$6240, plus enough other extras to
take you well above the ‘used’ price
if you want the same car with zero
kilometres on the clock.
It’s a bargain. Just not for realworld buyers like me.

For more car reviews, go to
aa.co.nz/cars
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WINTER
DRIVING
TIPS
AA Motoring Advisor Ian Green offers some
safety tips for driving in wintery conditions.

AS WE HEAD INTO winter we all need
to keep an eye on our driving and our
car's maintenance.
New Zealand can become very
wet during the winter months and
it’s important to note that following
distances need to be increased.
In adverse conditions you will need
to rely on your good judgment as
the roads become slippery, reducing
the friction from the tyres. This can
become particularly dangerous when
driving around corners and braking and
accelerating; take extra care and avoid
jabbing the brakes, sharp cornering and
harsh acceleration.
Having good vision is very important.
Moist conditions combined with greasy
screens, usually caused by people
rubbing the screen clear with dirty
hands, can cause fogging of the vehicle
windscreen. Make sure you clean your
screen and all interior glass properly and
remove any grease with detergents, a
spirit or a household glass cleaner.
Driving in snow should be avoided if
possible, particularly if it’s heavy snow
and if the car isn't designed to handle
the conditions. Generally, if your vehicle
isn’t 4WD, it’s recommended you avoid
driving in snow.
For those driving in snow with
a well-equipped vehicle, following
distances must be increased and speed
dramatically reduced. Always select
a lower gear or, if your vehicle has an
additional snow or ice setting, make sure
this is activated. And, in adverse weather
conditions, drive with your lights on so
that you’re visible to others on the road.
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Driving on roads that have
experienced heavy snowfall may require
snow chains; ensure you have a set and
have practised fitting them before your
journey. If in doubt, ask your service
centre to explain the fitting process.
The golden rule when facing a flooded
road is: never risk driving through it. It is
very difficult to judge how deep the water
is and, if the water is moving fast, what is
being carried along in its flow.
It’s also important to consider the
maintenance of your car for winter. Your
engine will endure colder temperatures
and along with that, it will experience
increased wear so consider getting your
car serviced. While there, ask for new
premium-quality wiper blades to be
fitted and also have the tyres' tread and
pressure checked.
In the cold, wet weather, the battery
tends to be pushed to its limit. If you
have any doubts about your battery's
performance get it checked out and, if
necessary, replaced. It may be worth
keeping a set of quality, protected jumper
cables in case of a breakdown in an
isolated spot but – most importantly –
ensure your cellphone is topped up
so that you can call AA Roadservice
for assistance.
Above all, driving safely in winter
needs a healthy dose of good judgement.
Before heading off on any journey, check
the weather forecast and the state of
roads to determine it is safe to travel.

MOTORING

LIGHT CHECK

Ensure your car’s lights are safe and legal, says Mark Stockdale.
BETWEEN 2010-2014 problems with vehicle
lighting contributed to eight deaths
and 182 injuries on New Zealand roads.
Complaints about the incorrect use of
lights and faulty lights are common.
The road code says you must turn your
headlights on:
* 30 minutes after sunset.
* Until 30 minutes before sunrise.
* At any other time you can’t clearly see
a person or vehicle 100m away.
* Your lights also must not dazzle,
confuse or distract other road users, or
you risk a $150 fine.
Lights aren’t just to help you see,
they’re also to help others see you. While
motorcycles are required to operate their
lights during the day (because they’re
harder to see at speed), cars aren’t.
But many do. Modern cars are fitted
with daytime running lights (DRL)
which switch on automatically with
the ignition, and switch off when the
headlamps are activated. They aren’t
powerful enough to illuminate the road
but help make vehicles more visible
to other road users. DRL are usually
mounted in or below the bumper or are
integrated into the headlamp surround.
If you don’t have DRL, the AA
recommends switching your headlights
on to low (or dipped) beam in low
daylight conditions, when it’s raining, or
when traffic is heavy.

Don’t confuse DRL with fog lamps which are also typically
mounted below the bumper. Fog lamps are just that, and it’s
illegal to use them in clear conditions – day or night. That’s
because the light they throw out can be dazzling or distracting
to other motorists, precisely why they work in fog which
diffuses the light. You can tell the difference between DRL
and fog lamps by seeing if they turn off when you activate the
headlights. If they stay on, they’re fog lamps.
Most cars’ headlights operate in three stages. The first turn
of the switch activates the side lights, also known as park lights,
and the tail lights. That is precisely their function: to show the
outline of a vehicle parked at night on a dark street so it can
be seen by other road users. Front park lights serve no useful
purpose while driving. If you want to see, and be seen, turn
the switch to the second position. That activates the low beam
headlights, which are ideal during bad daytime weather, and
on lit urban streets at night. High or main beam, on most cars
activated by pulling on the light stalk, should only be used on
unlit roads at night, such as the open road. On cars with four
headlights, this activates the second set, also known as driving
lamps. Because they can dazzle other road users, you must dip
main beam headlights for oncoming traffic.
Many new cars have automatic headlights which come on
when ambient light is low. Activate this function and you don’t
need to worry about when you should be using your headlights.
You can check your lights by parking in front of a wall, like
your garage. Turn on the various lights and hazard flasher to
check they all work. Reverse up to the wall to test the brake
lights and tail lights.
Alternatively, the AA provides two free safety checks to
Members each year which inspect various safety items
including lights: aa.co.nz/safetycheck

For more information:
nzta.govt.nz/resources/get-your-lights-right
WINTER 2016
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CAUGHT

IN A JAM
We surveyed 3,500 AA Members who
drive to work in Auckland, Wellington and
Christchurch to hear how traffic congestion
affects them. Sarah Geard reports.

“Atrocious.”
“Appalling.”
“A nightmare.”
“A disgrace.”
These are some of the words that AA
Members in our biggest cities use to
describe the congestion they face each day.
Our Members are telling us that
congestion is not only costing them
time and money, it’s causing stress
and frustration, and many indicate it’s
eroding their quality of life.
In Wellington and Christchurch,
roughly a third of survey respondents told
us they’ve seriously considered moving
house or changing jobs so that they don’t
have to experience as much congestion.
In Auckland it’s closer to half – and some
are leaving the city altogether.
It’s not surprising that AA Members
consider transport issues should be the
top priority for incoming mayors and
councillors following this year’s local
government elections.
While AA Members are aware that the
congestion we experience here is nowhere
near as bad as that occurring in major
cities overseas, the prevailing view is
clear: for cities the size of ours, congestion
is much worse than it should be, and
more needs to be done about it.
So, what’s thought to be exacerbating
the problem? In Auckland, AA Members
are telling us that transport infrastructure
development is not keeping pace with
population growth. Many observe new
housing subdivisions popping up all over
the city, but see little or nothing being
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done to extend and expand the transport
network to provide for them.
In Wellington and Christchurch,
poorly planned roadworks are seen to
be a major contributor to the problem.
While Members know that roadworks
mean good news further ahead, there’s
frustration around how they’re being
delivered.
Wellingtonians describe the sheer
volume of roadworks currently underway
as “disastrous”, with the resulting
congestion being inescapable.
In Christchurch, AA Members
acknowledge that roadworks are a
necessary part of the city’s rebuild, but they
are frustrated by poor sequencing, a lack of
communication, and an apparent lack of
co-ordination between utility companies.
And across all three cities, AA Members
are of the view that driver behaviour –
clumsy merging, erratic lane changing and
an inability to keep left – and poor traffic
light phasing are intensifying the problem.
Why don’t more people take public
transport or cycle to avoid adding to
congestion? The majority, close to 90%,
tell us that these modes of travel are not
viable options.
Roughly 80% of respondents tell us that
having a car with them during the working
day is a necessity. This may be due to the
need to reach clients, attend meetings, or
to take care of family commitments such
as the school run or picking up groceries.
In many cases, AA Members say they
don’t have a direct public transport
service available to them, much as
they would like it, either due to where
they work relative to where they live, or
because of their work hours. And when
it comes to cycling, safety concerns are a
big deterrent.
So, what can be done? AA Members
understand that congestion will never be
eradicated in our cities, but they identify
a range of initiatives that they consider
would significantly improve the situation.
AA Members want to see better
transport planning: everything from
how roadworks are delivered (where and

when they will take place and how the
effects will be managed), through to how
the city’s transport network will develop
to accommodate growth over the short,
medium, and long term. Responding
to situations after they arise is not good
enough. Foresight, our Members say,
is essential.
In all three cities, AA Members are
crying out for improved traffic light
phasing, better lane marking, removal
of bottlenecks, and more – and better –
information to help them make decisions
about when, where and how to travel.
They see huge scope for these relatively
simple actions to make a substantial
difference on the ground.
When it comes to public transport, AA
Members say that if they’re going to make
the switch, more needs to be done to make
it work for them, and to deliver services
that compete with the car in terms of cost,
speed and reliability. Members also point
out that more park-and-rides, particularly
in Auckland, are a must.
Our Members also support sensible
investment in cycling infrastructure –
that is, investment in projects that make
cycling safe and attractive, and that
people will use.
Last, but certainly not least, AA
Members are calling for more to be done
to improve driver behaviour.
They describe the ‘Merge like a zip’
campaign as a good example of public
education, and say we need the same
approach to counter other problem areas,
such as lane changing and keeping left.
There’s no denying that congestion
is an inevitable part of city life, but that
doesn’t mean we shouldn’t do everything
reasonable to minimise its impact.

voices
“I have had enough of the long
commutes and congestion on
the roads. It is not a good place
to live anymore.”
AUCKL AND A A MEMBER

"The entire region is just one
giant traffic jam thanks to a
million bits of roadworks going
on. They're everywhere!"
WELLINGTON A A MEMBER

“I feel like a mouse in a maze
trying to find ways to get to work
as my usual routes can be closed
with little or no notice.”
CHRISTCHURCH A A MEMBER

“Could all the utilities
combine their efforts and dig
up each particular piece of
road ONCE to do all the work
required? Not three or four
times for doing water/sewage,
electrical, fibre broadband,
road damage repair?”
CHRIS TCHURCH A A MEMBER

For live updates on traffic congestion, see aa.co.nz/roadwatch
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NEW TO MARKET
FORD RANGER
The Ranger, the new utopia for Kiwi
motorists, became New Zealand’s
best-selling vehicle in 2015. The 2016
model is extremely smart, comfortable
and capable, and it’s available in 20
combinations - eight two-wheel drive
and 12 four-wheel drive options.
The ride is more comfortable,
the suspension is firmer, and it’s all
wrapped into an easy-to-operate
package. The displays behind the
steering wheel are illuminated with
bright colours and offer heaps of
possible display options. As well as
being able to be operated hands-free,
the central touch-screen display
covers everything from making calls
to controlling the air conditioning,
plus you can even use your phone
apps or the satellite navigation
features to direct you on your journey.

AUDI A4

TOYOTA RAV4

It’s easy to see why the A4 has been
Audi’s best seller for 40 years. With
every upgrade it becomes more
powerful, more efficient and more
intelligent. It blends elegant design
with an innovative control concept
while the lightweight construction
offers new efficient drivetrain solutions.
With the new model A4 fans have
a truly high-tech experience to look
forward to. The outgoing CVT has
been replaced with rapid response
dual clutch gear changing and there is
a range of highly fuel efficient engine
combinations to select from.
Another first is the ‘Designline’
range which offers A4 performance in
a package that’s not as sporty inspired.

Toyota’s trusty Rav4 is fun, easy to use
and maintain and represents simple
economical motoring.
Very much a household name in
New Zealand, the Rav4 has not only
witnessed the current SUV craze,
it may well have helped to start it!
The 2016 design brings safety to
the fore, with all models benefitting
from seven airbags, a reversing
camera, hill-start assist and the
all-important 5 star ANCAP safety
stamp. Visually it’s had a makeover
with a fresh bumper and grille look,
and its headlights now incorporate
LED daytime running lights.
GOOD Easy-to-use features.
NOT SO GOOD Borderline bland interior.

GOOD The 19-speaker upgrade package.
NOT SO GOOD Overwhelming virtual
cockpit control.

GOOD Excellent hands-free functions.
NOT SO GOOD Thick, spongy padding on
the steering wheel.

5
RATING OUT
OF 6

AUDI A4

5 STARS FUEL ECONOMY
4.8 litres per 100km

4
RATING OUT
OF 6

4
RATING OUT
OF 6
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FORD R ANGER

4 STARS FUEL ECONOMY
8.3 litres per 100km
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TOYOTA R AV4

4 STARS FUEL ECONOMY
8.5 litres per 100km

MOTORING

4
RATING OUT
OF 6

3.5
RATING OUT
OF 6

KIA OPTIMA

4 STARS FUEL ECONOMY
8.3 litres per 100km

LEXUS R X

3.5 STARS FUEL ECONOMY
9.6 litres per 100km

5
RATING OUT
OF 6

LEXUS RX
The 13th year of the RX reveals a bold,
distinctive, mid-size, luxury SUV.
The Lexus is available as the RX350
and RX450h (hybrid), both of which
are powered by a 3.5ltr V6 engine;
however the 450h – combined with
the electric assistance – adds an extra
9kW. Its bold look is determined by
the blacked-out rear pillars – a Lexus
first – which provides a dramatic
‘floating-roof ’ effect. Equipped with
the latest Safety System+, the RX
comes with all the latest 'assists' you
would expect from a luxury Lexus
and, once again, its interior comfort is
incomparable in its segment.
GOOD Comfortable leather.
NOT SO GOOD EV (electric) mode hard
to maintain.

KIA OPTIMA

HOLDEN SPARK

5 STARS FUEL ECONOMY
5.5 litres per 100km

HOLDEN SPARK

Kia’s 2016 Optima is bigger, more
luxurious and more technologically
advanced than earlier models. Drivers
benefit from the switch to electricassist steering which offers Advanced
Smart cruise control, Lane Departure
Warning, High Beam Assist, Forward
Collision Warning and Autonomous
Emergency Braking – and all as
standard! The Limited model also
includes Blind Spot Detection with
Lane Change Assist and Rear Cross
Traffic Alert, which is an important
driveway exit warning function.
While this renewed focus on luxury,
safety and functions is impressive,
it’s a slight shame that there wasn’t
as much attention given to delivering
outright power.

The Spark is a simple, no-frills microhatch with a fresh 5 star ANCAP safety
rating. This car proves that you don’t
have to be big and full of ‘assists’ to
achieve 5 stars. Its funky, new interior
design is eye-pleasing, with even the
white, patterned trim adding style.
Compared to the last Spark, the
changes are chalk and cheese.
It boasts a sleeker exterior
appearance, lower profile and,
powered by a new 73kW 1.4ltr engine,
this rollerskate actually moves.
The Spark also demonstrates
one of the best uses of the CVT
transmissions that we've driven in
a while. Plus, there is no slipping
feeling or unpleasant high revving
of the engine.

GOOD More car, fewer dollars.
NOT SO GOOD Underwhelming
engine power.

GOOD Attractive design.
NOT SO GOOD Reverse camera isn’t
available on all models.
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Heading
overseas?

Buy your travel
insurance with
us and save 10%*
*AA Members get 10% off standard policy pricing. Terms & conditions apply.

Buy online at aa.co.nz/travelinsurance phone 0800 500 444 or visit an AA Centre

* AA Member 10% discount applies to standard pricing and any additional premium for pre-existing medical cover but does not apply to any additional premium for specified items.
Insurance is issued and managed by Allianz Global Assistance New Zealand Limited and underwritten by Allianz Australia Insurance Limited ABN 15 000 122 850 (Incorporated in Australia)
trading as Allianz New Zealand. You should consider the policy wording before making any decisions about this travel insurance policy. Terms, conditions, limits and exclusions apply.

TRAVEL

Top Spot
Chef Ray McVinnie reveals his favourite place.
We jump on the ferry and go across
to Whitianga to enjoy the restaurants,
organic honey shops and veggie places.
I’m always interested in good food spots.
It’s the perfect break for me as life can
get hectic. It’s total therapy to walk along
the beach and go for a swim.
I’m eternally grateful to the house owners
for letting us stay in this special place.
Ray will present a series of cooking
demonstrations at the Whitianga
Scallop Festival on September 10. See
scallopfestival.co.nz for more.

PHOTOGRAPH BY JESSIE CASSON

FOR CLOSE TO 20 years my family and
I have rented a house on Front Beach,
near Flaxmill Bay, Coromandel.
I remember walking into the house
for the first time and seeing a magnetic
strip in the kitchen with knives attached
to it. I knew immediately it was a special
place; it’s a cook’s kitchen.
We’ve had countless dinners with
great food and company. Once I’ve
done my demos at the Scallop Festival,
I’ll come back and cook up delicious
seafood for friends and family.
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A RIGHT

ADVENTURE
Monica Tischler drives the Otago Peninsula and gets lost in
New Zealand’s history along the way.

L

ove affairs, bitter accusations and family
dramas: it’s the content found on pages of a
romantic novel or film script.
But behind the thick stone walls of
Larnach Castle, on Otago Peninsula, it was reality.
Ever since I was a child I’ve been fascinated
with the castle and the stories linked to those who
occupied it all those years ago.
I’d imagine how original owner William Larnach
and his six children dealt with the grief of losing
their wife and mother, Eliza, when she died at 38.
I’d conjure up scenes of how the children reacted
when they discovered William was to remarry
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Eliza’s sister Mary, and then Constance, a much
younger woman when Mary died, coincidently also
aged 38.
A cold blast stings my cheeks as I stroll the castle
grounds; despite now 20 years older, my mind is
still running wild.
I’ve ventured to the frosty south to drive the Otago
Peninsula and I’m excited to be back. The castle is
my first port of call and I’ll stay a night in Larnach
Lodge on the historic grounds.
Fresh snow has fallen the day I arrive. Mountains
and treetops shimmer under a dusting of white
powder. I’m taken aback by the birdsong;

ROAD TRIP

Nearby

ATMOSPHERE
Absorb Larnach Castle’s
history; the grounds are
open for day visits.

PHOTOGRAPHS BY MONICA TISCHLER

From left Fresh snowfall
at Larnach Castle; intricate
plates and saucers adorn
the shop walls of Broad
Bay China.

tui are chatting away at full throttle. Two resident
ducks brave the cold to have a dip in a fountain
pond. I can almost see the hesitation on their
faces as they linger on the edge before they plop
in. The horn of a ship in the harbour blasts in
the distance.
The following morning dawns clear and I
reluctantly pull myself away from picturesque
harbour views in my room. I hear the walk to Lovers
Leap cliff is a stunner on days like this. A landslide
has closed Camp Road, the quickest route from the
castle, so I drive the scenic way through Broad Bay.
In the village, I stumble across Broad Bay China.
The small shop is brimming from floor to ceiling,
corner to corner, with vintage crockery.
I drive on, following Hoopers Inlet Road, a thin,
track tracing the harbour’s edge like a delicate
ribbon wrapping a gift. Pale yellow sunlight filters
through the car windows and warms my bones.
The silky water resembles a mill pond and the
silhouette of black swans fishing for breakfast on the
water’s edge is cast out across the mud flats.
My tranquil pace is suddenly interrupted as I
come nose-to-nose to a road roller. Am I supposed
to be driving this route? I don’t recall seeing a detour
sign. There’s no room for either of us to give way so
the driver puts his heavy machine into reverse and
continues to back up for about half a kilometre until
it’s safe to pass. I’m nervous he’ll be angry at the
inconvenience, but as I move past, the driver leans
out his cabin, extending a friendly wave. “Mornin’
love,” he says.
Turns out it’s not my only road block of the day.
Winding higher towards Lovers Leap, a fork in the
road confuses me. I pull over and ask a farmer for
directions. I just need to keep driving straight, he tells
me, but there’s a small problem: his cows are being
moved to a neighbouring farm and are on the road.
I smile as I jump back in my car and slowly follow
the hundred-odd herd of cattle. ‘You’ll never get this
in Auckland,’ I think.

HISTORY
Immerse yourself in
enlightening exhibitions
and collections at The
Otago Museum.
CRUISING
Take to the water
with Monarch
Wildlife Cruises and
Tours. On board, look
out for albatross
and yellow-eyed
penguins.

NATURE
The Orokonui
Ecosanctuary is a
must for spotting
New Zealand wildlife
like the South Island
kaka, robin, tuatara
and more.

SCENERY
Enjoy a scenic train ride up the rugged Otago
coast on board The Seasider or inland on the
Taieri Gorge Railway.
ON THE ROAD
The writer drove a rental courtesy of Thrifty see
thrifty.co.nz. See aatraveller.co.nz to book
accommodation or call into an AA Centre.
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Save up to 40% on car rental
with our special all-inclusive
rates for AA Members
Our stress-free rates from $69 include:
· Late model 4 or 5 star ANCAP rated vehicle
· $0 excess damage liability
· On-airport pick up fees
· 5 cents per litre AA Smartfuel discount
· 21 to 24 year old driver surcharge waiver
· GST and credit card fees

Travel smarter with Thrifty and the AA
Book online aa.co.nz/carrental
Visit your nearest AA Centre
or call 0508 73 70 70
* Visit aa.co.nz/carrental to view all vehicle classes, rates and terms and conditions.

ROAD TRIP

I’m ready to stretch my legs by the time I arrive.
Tussocked hills frame dramatic ocean vistas and
pools of emerald waters hug the curved coastline.
What’s revealed at the end of about a half-hour walk is
raw beauty; the sheer 200-metre drop at Lovers Leap
exposes plunging cliffs and moody seas. If it wasn’t
for a rumbling tummy and a craving for coffee, I could
happily perch and look at the ocean all day.
At Penguin Café in Portobello, a delicious
selection of ice cream flavours catches my eye.
Perhaps I’ll try one as a treat on my return later this
evening. Now though, I settle onto the sunny front
porch with a homemade pie and hot drink.
Once refuelled, I wander through the village,
browsing galleries of handcrafted jewellery and
beautiful art.
I’ll need to make it to Taiaroa Head before the
chill sets in for the evening.
The Royal Albatross Centre at the end of the
peninsula is where you’ll find the world’s only
mainland royal albatross breeding colony.
Strolling along Pilots Beach, I’m on the lookout
but don’t see any today. But I’m lucky to spot
hundreds of New Zealand fur seals blobbing on
rocks and, even more impressive, a blue penguin
huddled away from the harsh winds. On a wildlife
tour with Natures Wonders, guide Martin shares
the importance of protecting and preserving land
and wildlife. He takes groups across some of his
family’s land in 4WD vehicles, revealing the history
of the area, and giving us the chance to marvel at

Above The walk to Lovers
Leap reveals views of a
dramatic Otago coastline.
Below Private boatsheds
line the water's edge.

cute creatures. All wildlife on the property lives in
natural environments, not man-made hutches or
shelters. Animals aren’t tagged or handled for any
tests; it’s as real as it gets and it’s special to see.
Dusk has set in by the time I get back to the
car and I have Portobello ice cream on my mind.
Tracing the water’s edge back down the peninsula,
past brightly painted bus shelters and private
boatsheds complete with rickety jetties, I pull up for
a second time at Penguin Café.
The doors are shut and the woman who served
me earlier is now vacuuming after a day’s business.
My heart sinks. She sees me standing by the door.
I tell her about my craving and she welcomes me in,
insisting I try the raspberry and white chocolate.
I appreciate her kindness, as I do every mouthful of
delicious ice cream on my journey home.
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EXCLUSIVE DEALS FOR AA MEMBERS*
Great prices for the best spots in NZ

aa.co.nz/greatspot

*Available until 9 October 2016

15%
OFF

BUY A
5-RIDE PASS
AND GET A
6TH RIDE

ENJOY 15% OFF SELECTED NGĀI TAHU
TOURISM EXPERIENCES

Choose from the Shotover Jet, NZ Snow Shoe,
Glacier Hot Pools, Rainbow Springs, Agrodome
and Hukafalls Jet. Visit aa.co.nz/greatspot
to find out more.

GET A FREE LUGE RIDE WHEN
YOU BUY A FIVE-RIDE PASS

FREE

Queenstown or Rotorua. Visit aa.co.nz/greatspot to find out more.

15%
OFF

15% OFF SELECTED HOLIDAY PARKS

Holiday Parks offer quality accommodation options to suit any budget.
Visit aa.co.nz/greatspot to find out more.

SAVE
WITH COMBO

15% OFF A VARIETY
OF REAL JOURNEYS
EXPERIENCES IN MILFORD
SOUND, TE ANAU,
STEWART ISLAND
AND QUEENSTOWN

15%
OFF

Visit aa.co.nz/greatspot to find out more.

SAVE ON BAY OF ISLANDS
WINTER COMBO

Dolphin Cruise to the Hole in the Rock, Cape Reinga
Day tour and return ferry from Russell.
Visit aa.co.nz/greatspot to find out more.

SAVE
ON

10 -25
%

%

CAMPERVANS

OFF FARES

REDISCOVER THE FREEDOM OF
BEING OUT ON THE ROAD

SAVE 10% OFF SAVERCHANGE AND 25% OFF
EASYCHANGE FARES WITH INTERISLANDER

Go where the mood takes you and connect
with the great outdoors! Find out more at
aa.co.nz/greatspot

Visit aa.co.nz/greatspot to find out more.

10%
OFF

10% OFF PARTICIPATING
HOTEL BOOKINGS
Look out for other special
deals at aa.co.nz/greatspot

15%-20%
FROM

$69
A DAY

THRIFTY HAVE YOU
COVERED

Save on exclusive weekend
escape, South Island ski and
cycle all-inclusive car rental
packages.Visit aa.co.nz/greatspot
to find out more.

OFF

20% OFF CAVE
TOURS AND 15% OFF BLACK
WATER RAFTING ADVENTURES
WITH WAITOMO

Visit aa.co.nz/greatspot to find out more.

OVER

Book accommodation with AA Traveller
– over 1,500 properties at the best spots in NZ

1,500
PROPERTIES

PLUS AA Members receive an extra 5% off accommodation bookings and 10 cents off
per litre with AA Smartfuel at selected properties.

Find the latest Great Spot Specials at aa.co.nz/greatspot now

Monica Tischler absorbs Rotorua’s beauty.
eight centuries ago. I take it all in,
letting my mind venture back to a
time when people were first here.
Two children leap off the platform
before me; I tell myself I shouldn’t be
scared of flying through the air on a
zipline. If they can do it, so can I.
My sister Kerry and I have come
to the adventure-packed, lake side
town for a girls’ getaway. We plan to
see, smell and taste our way around
Rotorua while squeezing in a bit of
relaxation and adrenaline-fuelled fun.
Joining Canopy Tours, a series of
ziplines through bush, is the perfect
way to wake up our senses. It leaves
us wanting more adrenaline, so we
decide to head to Agroventures to
push our limits further.
I’m not big on fast rides; I’m a girl
who likes her feet on solid ground.
So, believe me when I say a trip

LOCAL

highlights

POLYNESIAN SPA
Boasting lake front
views, the waters can
aid aches and pains
and leave the skin
smooth. There’s also a
range of indulgent spa
treatments on offer.

SKYLINE LUGE RIDES
Part go-kart, part
toboggan, it’s great to
race friends and family
down the track at
Skyline Rotorua.

THE REDWOODS
This striking forest is
home to towering
pine trees, walking
and cycling tracks
and a crystal-clear
blue stream.
STAY
The Millennium Hotel is within walking
distance of town. See aatraveller.co.nz
for more accommodation options in
Rotorua.
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I SHUFFLE MY TOES over the edge
of the wooden platform and cast
a nervous eye over a canopy of
ponga ferns spread like bright green
umbrellas on a crowded beach.
The silver ferns, kauri and rimu
extending their limbs out to one
another are special to see from
this height.
Our guide Gary points out a rare
North Island robin, reaches into his
trouser pocket, pulls out a grub and
whistles. The robin flutters over,
snaps up the bug and darts off.
I’m in Rotorua’s Mamaku Forest.
Well, attached to a platform built
around a 1,000-year-old kauri and
more than 40 metres above ground,
to be exact.
The untouched scenic reserve is
one of very few areas left as Maori
would have experienced more than

TRAVEL

to one of New Zealand’s most thrilling
adventure parks that boasts rides called
‘Freefall Xtreme’ and ‘Swoop’ is a big deal.
Thankfully, Kerry is a supportive sister.
After much encouraging, we try New
Zealand’s only Freefall Xtreme.
I lie face down on a trampoline of netting
and a massive fan blowing 200km winds
cranks up below me. Then, I’m flying.
It’s the same sensation as free-falling
from a plane, apparently.
It’s time for a blat on the Agrojet.
On a man-made lake that doesn’t look
big enough for tricks, we board a jet boat,
buckle up, and within the blink of an eye
are launched into 100km speeds.
We probably shouldn’t have told the
driver we’re originally from Hamilton
because he finishes up with a 360-degree
donut that “you ‘Tron’ people will be
used to.”
We make Skyline Rotorua our next
stop; we’ve heard the Volcanic Hills wine
tasting and Stratosfare Restaurant at
the top are a must. After overindulging,
we wander down Eat Streat, a buzzing
strip of bars and restaurants and meet a
local who suggests we visit her business,

Clockwise from left
The writer tests her limits
ziplining with Canopy Tours;
Te Puia chefs Kenny Kee,
left, and Shane Beattie
aren't quick to share their
secrets behind the delicious
meal cooked underground;
Rotorua's unique
geothermal activity.

Adventure Playground, if we have time.
The morning dawns clear and we go
off in search of lunch. There’s a healthy
assortment along the main strip but we’re
in the mood for a more traditional bite.
Sweet corn, kumara, potato, pumpkin and
chicken are on the menu at Te Puia, where
the food is cooked underground at 98oc in
a steam box. Nature’s a pretty phenomenal
force when you can utilise underground
geothermal activity to cook a meal.

Then we head to Adventure
Playground for a thrilling 4WD buggy
ride, some clay bird shooting and a horse
trek. Sitting atop my horse, Molly, gently
nudging her underbelly with my heels
to encourage her along, I cast my gaze out
across the still lake. I am filled with a sense
of freedom. I’m tempted to loosen Molly’s
reins and make for the hills, just to
stay in this beautiful part of the country
for longer.

RV SALES
· Largest range of new and used 2, 4 & 6

Live the dream
The RV Super Centre is your
one-stop shop for motorhomes,
caravans, accessories and servicing

berth motorhomes

· NZ made and European imports
· Wide range of caravans
· Trade-ins welcome
· Over 120 years combined sales and
service experience

RETAIL SHOP
·
Huge range of RV accessories
· NZ’s best brands
· We can source products
· Purchase in-store, online or by phone
· See our new online store
· Shop 24/7 with Nationwide delivery
+ Much more

SERVICE CENTRE
· Fully equipped on-site service centre
· Range of service options available
·
Installation of accessories
· Computerised Diagnostic Testing
· Accessory servicing and repairs
· Refurbishments
· Pre-travel checks
169 Bush Rd, Albany, Auckland
159 Orchard Rd, Harewood, Christchurch

0800 52 00 55
www.rvsupercentre.co.nz
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PHOTOGRAPHS BY DEREK GRZELEWSKI

DEREK GRZELEWSKI GETS NOSTALGIC ON THE ALPS TO OCEAN RIDE, AKA THE A2O.
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I

t’s been suggested that it’s the bicycle
— not the iPhone, space shuttle or
even the silent dishwasher — that
is Western civilisation’s highest
technological achievement. The benefits
are immeasurable: the fresh-air fitness
and the wind in your hair, the scenery
and peace, and the sheer pleasure of
flowing along the trail at speed, leaning
into corners, feeling your lips getting tired
from the perpetual grin on your face.
When I moved to New Zealand in
the mid-1980s, a mountain bike was one
of the first things I got. I fitted it with
panniers, a small tent and mobile kitchen,
and clocked over 10,000km touring,
ostensibly to choose a place to live. This
was how I first saw this land, and how I
first came to Aoraki Mt Cook.
So there is a memory-lane element to
being here, looking at the mountain from
a bike again, to sample the pleasures of
the 300km Alps to Ocean Trail (the A2O)
connecting Aoraki with Oamaru, flowing
as the water does, from the mountains to
the sea.
The original trailhead is near Mt Cook
village but after the first few kilometres
the journey involves a scenic, if pricey,
helicopter hop across the Tasman River.
Since I’m riding on my own, I opt instead
for a shuttle drop-off on the eastern side
of the river. As the shuttle bus leaves,
the silence returns. There are only the
mountains, the surreal blue of the glacial
lake and the road ahead. I clip into
the pedals and soon find the familiar
cadence of a distance cyclist.
My bike, with disc brakes and full
suspension, is several generations up
from the original clunker I once rode,
unlike the body which is somewhat
downgraded from its youthful self by the
intervening three decades. But the grin is
the same and so is the riders’ high.
The trail follows the eastern shore
of Lake Pukaki; the imposing form
of Aoraki, at times reflecting in
the turquoise lake, is my constant
companion. There is an alternative start
to the A2O cycleway in Lake Tekapo
township, under Mt John Observatory,
where white domes of six telescopes
protrude from the tussock like giant
puffballs. The two gravel-road trails
merge part way along the lake and, near
its southern end, a purpose-built cycling
trail begins.
Once on that single track and away
from the road, the riding gets even
WINTER 2016
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better. This is what a mountain bike was made for! Fat, knobby
tyres bite into the trail, but the dual suspension adds a sense of
floating over the ground. I’m taking regular sips from my water
bottle, watching the speedo readout hovering around 20km/h. I
know my legs will suffer tomorrow, but for now flying along the
trail is too much fun to be thinking about such a distant future.
In late afternoon, I land in Twizel, happily exhausted.
“Most riders choose a lot more leisurely pace and we certainly
encourage that as there is so much to see along the way,” Shell
Paterson tells me there. With her partner Stu, she runs a local
service which provides logistical support along the A2O. “The
trail has brought a whole new vibe to the little towns along its
length: new cafés, funky places to stay, no end of cars carrying
multiple bikes and a lot of active, enthusiastic people. We get
entire families cycling the whole trail over a week. It’s inspiring
to see and be a part of.”

Govett-Brewster Art Gallery/Len Lye Centre

The Forgotten World Highway

Everything you need for
an inspired winter escape.

Explore Taranaki.

Voyage to the Deep exhibition
at Puke Ariki

Vintage shopping
in Eltham

visit.taranaki.info
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Left Grand alpine vistas,
glacial lakes and an easy
flowing trail make the A2O a
top contender for the most
scenic ride in the country.

The trail follows the
eastern shore of Lake
Pukaki; the imposing
form of Aoraki, at
times reflecting in the
turquoise lake, is my
constant companion.

TRAVEL

Ouch! My quads are less inspired first thing in the morning,
but they soon warm up into an easy spin as I ride a mix of
gravel roads and trail to Lake Ohau, then on to Omarama,
another solid day’s ride. Here the AO turns east and down the
Waitaki valley, meandering along the shores of lakes Benmore,
Aviemore and Waitaki, taking in the Elephant Rocks and the
Maori rock art site near Duntroon, the Vanished World of
fossilised giant penguins, dolphins and an old railway tunnel
and, finally, the Victorian historic precinct of Oamaru to finish
at Friendly Bay and the Pacific Ocean.
At Omarama, alas, it’s time for me to part with the trail and
I retire my steed to its towbar bike rack and continue home by
car. Parts of the A2O are still on roads but eventually the entire
cycle way will be a custom-built, off-road trail, including a
section through the Lake Benmore narrows which alone will be
worth coming here to ride. Don’t be intimidated by the length

Above WIth plenty of rest
areas and good signage
along its length it is easy
to break the A2O into carassisted day trips.
Below Leisurely pacing and
short cycling stages allow
ample time for reflective
moments, such as a picnic
along the eastern side of
Lake Ohau.

of the trail and the time commitment required. You can, like
I did, ride the sections that take your fancy and arrange the
logistics accordingly.
Ride for a week, a day, or just a couple of hours, but ride.
Beyond its marvels of energy efficiency, a bicycle is also a
remarkable mood changer. Arthur Conan Doyle knew his stuff
when he wrote: “When the spirits are low, when the day appears
dark, when work becomes monotonous, when hope hardly
seems worth having, just mount a bicycle and go out for a spin,
without thought on anything but the ride you are taking.”
Along the A2O his spirits would have soared.

ALPS TO OCEAN

CYCLE TRAIL
• 301 KM
• 6 DAYS
• RATED EASY/INTERMEDIATE

See alps2ocean.com or nzcycletrail.com for more detail.
HIGHLIGHTS
Lake Tekapo is the heart of the
Aoraki-Mackenzie International
Dark Sky Reserve, a perfect place
for stargazing.

Near Duntroon, a limestone
overhang featuring Maori rock art
and the strangely-shaped Elephant
Rocks are worth stopping for.
Oamaru is loaded with history,
culture, wildlife and beauty.

Pick up a NZ Cycle Trail Guide from an AA Centre.
See aatraveller.co.nz for itinerary ideas and places to stay.
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MOUNTAIN HIGH
Justine Tyerman has a remarkable experience.

The view from a lookout on the Remarkables.
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cotton T-shirts and flimsy sandshoes. All
credit to our veteran guide; Shaun didn't
even flinch, not so much as a tightened
neck muscle. He had seen it all before and
had the situation totally under control.
Out came the full kit of back-up gear from
boots and jackets to beanies and gloves.

We saved the ribbing until we got to
know them a bit.
The beauty of snowshoes is they
provide practical, easy, stable, safe
access to snow-covered mountains
that are normally the domain of skiers,
snowboarders and climbers. As skiers of
many years, we take for granted our right
to commune with mountain tops and
view spectacular landscapes from lofty

heights. But our Aussie friends had never
been near snow before, nor had they ever
driven up mountain roads, so they were
wide-eyed with wonder.
Mastering the skills required for
snowshoeing took all of 20 seconds.
Grab a set of snowshoes, fasten them to
any sized boot with the stretchy rubber
straps, click the raised-heel option into
place if there’s a climb ahead – "your
calf muscles will love this nifty device",
Shaun says – grasp a pair of heightadjustable hiking poles which allow the
forearm to be at right angles to the body,
and head on up the mountain. If you can
walk, you can snowshoe, as the brochure
says, and it’s absolutely true.
Traversing demands a slightly different
technique, involving the rolling of the
ankle to flatten the snowshoe on the
surface of the snow and allow the spikes to
dig into the snow. As a skier programmed
for decades to edge into the snow, it felt
a bit unnatural at first but was highly
effective in eliminating any slip factor.
After 40 minutes of easy but steady
climbing, we left the ski field behind and
reached the startling white wilderness of
Laka Alta, nestled in a glacially-scoured
cirque below the black crags of the range.
I gazed up at the deeply furrowed face,

PHOTOGRAPHS BY JUSTINE TYERMAN

WE LAID OUR CLOTHES out carefully the
night before our much-anticipated
snowshoeing expedition to The
Remarkables. Layers of merino wool,
with waterproof, windproof pants
and jackets, tramping boots, double
thickness polar fleece neck warmers,
goggles, sunglasses, beanies, mittens,
sunblock and a few extra layers just in
case we got stranded on the mountain.
The forecast was ambiguous,
suggesting the possibility of four seasons
in one day. Mist hung over the tops of
the jagged peaks enhancing their moody
mystique. Knowing how conditions can
change dramatically in the mountains,
we left nothing to chance.
Our guide Shaun nodded his approval
of our superb state of preparedness
when he collected us from the lakefront
Crowne Plaza Hotel in Queenstown
bright and early next morning.
We purred under his praise.
When we went to collect the other two
members of our party, a couple of young
Australians, we thought there must have
been some mistake. Wrong place, wrong
couple or maybe the pair had decided
against the trip and were heading to the
gym instead. They were waiting in the car
park, hatless, gloveless, wearing shorts,

TRAVEL

A snowshoeing party dwarfed by Double Cone,
the highest point on The Remarkables.

gouged and scarred by the mighty glaciers that had
shaped the landscape over the past two million
years. It felt quite surreal to sit there on a ledge just
below the summit, eating lunch.
On the way down the view of the Wakatipu
Basin enclosed in a necklace of mountains was
magnificent. I was astonished at the scope of
the panorama: Lake Wakatipu, Lake Hayes,
Queenstown, Frankton, Arrowtown, the Kawarau
River, the Shotover River, Mt Earnslaw, Coronet
Peak, Ben Lomond, the Crown Range, planes
taking off and landing at the airport, rainbowcoloured paragliders sailing by, a flash of bright
red from the plumage of a kea . . .
After six and a half exhilarating hours of healthy,
hearty activity, we returned to civilisation. A mulled
wine and a hot bath were top of my agenda. I don't
think I've ever slept quite so soundly as I did that
night; I bet our Aussie mates slept well too. It must be
that sweet mountain air.
The writer was a guest of Ngai Tahu Tourism, owners of
NZ Snowshoe ngaitahutourism.co.nz

See aatraveller.co.nz for more activity
and itinerary ideas.
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OUR FIRST CLASS ESCORTED
TOURS ARE SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED
FOR TRAVELLERS WHO ARE IN THE
MATURE AGE GROUP &
“YOUNG AT HEART”

QUEENSLAND
WINTER RETREAT

COLOURS OF INDIA

ANZ CHRISTMAS CRUISE

SPRING IN TASMANIA

Tour departs: 2 August 2016
Tour length: 15 Days

Tour departs: 1 September 2016
Tour length: 22 Days

Tour departs: 9 December 2016
Tour length: 20 Days

Tour departs: 13 October 2016
Tour length: 16 Days

To find ouT more abouT These Tours, or any of our oTher Tours in 2016 & 2017,
please call us on 0800 500-518, or visit our web site www.mahertours.co.nz
WINTER 2016
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IF

mountains
COULD
TALK
Walking the Hollyford Track is
soul enriching, Monica Tischler finds

I

Left: The writer spent two
and a half days walking the
Hollyford Track.

t’s said a face with wrinkles holds
a thousand unspoken stories and I
believe mountains are no different.
Gazing up at rugged peaks
protecting Lake McKerrow in Fiordland
National Park, I sense they have
witnessed many tales in their time.
White waterfalls and rock landslides
exposing brown earth resemble scars
slicing through the emerald green bush.
Clearly they’ve weathered some storms
over the years but are no less beautiful.
If the mountains could talk, they would
surely tell stories of Davey Gunn and of
families fighting for survival. They would
have witnessed women delivering their
own babies and then getting on with
their usual chores, baking bread for the
family that afternoon.
I’m lucky to hear these stories from
our trail guide, Graeme, who’s leading a
13-strong group, my brother Alec and me
included, along the Hollyford Track.
It’s a special way to see a rugged and
remote part of the country, and enter a
storybook of New Zealand history.
“Righto folks,” Graeme says and we
gather around, excited for another story.
A fantail darts from the top of a young
lancewood onto a ponga fern; heavy
raindrops make the leaves dance, the
trees working in unison, putting on a
choreographed show for us.

The first of our two and a half day
tramp has started wet. It is a rainforest so
I shouldn’t expect anything less. At the
beginning of our journey, we stop at Gunn
Camp and learn a little about Davey, the
man who spent his years leading horse
treks from this camp and through the
bush. He knew the land as a dear friend.
Thanks to a very good raincoat,
trudging along the track in steady
downpour is refreshing and therapeutic.
Passing a small waterfall running into a
rocky pool of fresh water, I hold my drink
bottle under the steady stream, take a
swig and pour a little of the cool liquid
over my face. It’s special to be able to,
quite literally, absorb nature’s goodness.
“Righto folks,” I hear Graeme call out.
I hurry along to join the group for yet
another tale, about how plants adapt to
their surroundings. “Plant intelligence,”
Graeme calls it. It’s fascinating to hear
how young lancewood trees evolved to
sprout their leaves just out of reach of
hungry moa. Now there’s evidence of
these trees growing leaves at a lower
level, but still above the height of their
current predators, deer.
A cheeky fantail flutters across the
track as we move on.
By the time we reach Pyke Lodge, our
base for the night, I’m soaked to my core
but boy, do I feel alive. We’ve walked
WINTER 2016
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TIPS&
HINTS

THRILLS
Hold on tight for a thrilling
boat ride with Shotover Jet
in Queenstown. Warm up
afterwards at Onsen Hotpools.

for a trip
to Fiordland

BE AMAZED
Cast your gaze up in
the Te Anau Glowworm
Caves and marvel at
thousands of twinkling
lights in the beautiful
underground world.

RELAX
Cross Queenstown’s Lake
Wakatipu in the TSS Earnslaw
steamship for a meal at Walter
Peak High Country Farm.

GETTING THERE
The writer travelled courtesy of Ngai Tahu Tourism. Join the
Hollyford Track Guided Wilderness Experience which
includes return transport with hotel pickups from
Queenstown or Te Anau. See hollyfordtrack.com for more.
Book additional accommodation at aatraveller.co.nz or call
into an AA Centre.

19.5kms through the rain; a warm cuppa, then a wine
and a scrumptious meal cooked by the hut crew is
the perfect reward. But first, a warm shower. I take a
moment to appreciate the luxury.
Heavy rain pounding on our hut roof makes for a
soothing sleep, but I know with it comes rising river
levels and absolutely no chance of dry tramping boots
the next morning.
“Righto folks, are we ready?” Graeme slings his
pack over his shoulders. But there’s time for another
story before we set off. This time, it’s to learn the fate
of Davey Gunn. Although he knew Fiordland like the
back of his hand, the unpredictable way of nature
claimed his life. We’re silent while we reflect on the life
of a man we feel we knew personally.
A fantail rests on his memorial plaque.
We move on to Lake Alabaster before crossing the
longest swing bridge in the park and catching a jetboat
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across Lake McKerrow to the small settlement of
Jamestown, or what remains of it.
Huddling together at Graeme’s familiar call,
we’re silenced again by the fascinating history of
our home country. New pioneers thought it would be
a good idea to develop a town on this remote strip of
coast, not understanding how isolated it is,
or how ferocious the seas were that ships bringing in
supplies would have to negotiate. Jamestown didn’t
work; all that remains today is a heap of old iron from
housing foundations and some glass bottles.
By mid-afternoon the rain has cleared and the curtain
of white mist that’s cloaked the mountains all morning
reveals powerful peaks. It’s magical and the ethereal land
is where fairies like to play. We approach a clearing and
see a green tent. Unzipping the door, we find a banquet of
delicious food and drink awaiting us for lunch. “Fairies,”
Graeme replies to a few puzzled looks. We dig in, grateful.

Not your
usual walk
in the park

Clockwise from left Striking mountain ranges are captured in a reflection on the beach
at Martins Bay; seagulls are tossed in the wind at Martins Bay; the Hollyford Track jetboat
moored on Lake McKerrow while the group explores; the perfect reward awaits at Martins
Bay Lodge after a day walking through bush.

Located in the spectacular
Fiordland National Park
the Hollyford Track is one
of the greatest guided walks
in New Zealand.

Crossing bush to ocean is special.
Snippets of a rugged coast slowly
become visible through canopies of
towering rimu, macrocarpa and ponga
ferns. Long Reef is moody. Grey clouds
threaten to spill and the bar is choppy;
it’s no wonder ships wrecked here.
We squint towards the grey boulders
and make out plump New Zealand
fur seals camouflaged on the rocks.
They’re real characters, pushing each
other off and yelping, before splashing
into the water. We spend the afternoon
laughing at their show before heading
to Martins Bay Lodge for the night.
“You know when something’s so
beautiful you just want to cry?” I
whisper into my mouth piece. The

helicopter pilot beside me nods. Our
final day in Fiordland has dawned
clear, perfect weather for flying out
of the bush. After following the west
coast, we turn sharply and sweep
through Milford Sound. I gaze down
at a scattering of cruise ships on the
glassy water, their wakes leaving white
trails behind them. A collection of
waterfalls gush down the towering
mountains.
I’m certain my Hollyford adventure
has given me a dozen new smile
lines. I don’t mind if they turn into
wrinkles because, like the mountains,
each mark is a souvenir of the stories
I enjoyed and a keepsake of the
memories I’ll hold with me forever.

In three days you will transect the
Hollyford Valley by foot, jetboat and
helicopter. Your expert guide will
bring to life the diversity of landscape,
wildlife and stories of early Māori and
Pioneering families and you’ll enjoy
first rate cuisine, personal service
and comfortable private lodges in
New Zealand’s most beautiful valley.

Call now to request a FREE information
pack on 0800 832 226 or visit our
website www.hollyfordtrack.com
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Memories to
reflect on for
a lifetime
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Pure mountain air, crystal clear lakes and soaring
mountains do wonders for your spirits. So too
do the iconic hotels, epic train journeys, premier
cruise ships, fine dining and five-star service of
an APT Canada and Alaska holiday.

Rockies Odyssey & Alaska Cruise
22 days from $14,695* pp, twin share
Fly for $995*

VANCOUVER

*Conditions apply. Prices are per person (pp), NZD, twin share and include port charges. Prices are correct as at 23 May 2016, but may fluctuate due to changes in availability, surcharges, fees, taxes or exchange rates. Price is based on: UT22BEVV: 26 April 2017. Offers are subject to availability,
are not combinable, are available on new bookings only and may be withdrawn at any time. A limited number of offers are available on selected departures. Book by 30 November 2016, unless sold out prior. DEPOSITS & FINAL PAYMENTS: A non-refundable deposit of $1,000 pp is due
within 7 days. A second non-refundable deposit of $2,000 pp is due by 30 November 2016. Final payment is due 100 days prior to departure. AIRFARE OFFERS: Limited seats on set departures in economy class with Air Canada (W class), or another airline of APT’s choosing. Airfare offers

The Fairmont Chateau Lake Louise
Stay in a guaranteed Lakeview Room
at the iconic Fairmont Chateau

The Rocky Mountaineer
Guaranteed GoldLeaf Service aboard
the famous bi-level, glass-domed
Rocky Mountaineer train

Premier Alaska Cruising
Guaranteed Verandah Stateroom
on your Holland America Line
Inside Passage cruise

Visit aptouring.co.nz/Canada2017 or call 0800 222 089 or see your local travel agent

are subject to availability of airline and booking class. Once booking class sold out, surcharges apply. Flights must be booked by APT. Airfare offers are valid ex. AKL/WLG/CHC. FLY FOR $995 PER PERSON: Offer includes return economy class airfare, with air taxes up to the value of $200
pp. Offer available when booking UT22BEVV on April to September 2017 departures. Australian Pacific Touring Pty Ltd. ABN 44 004 684 619. APT4370

ACROSS
THE TOP
Jill Malcolm explores Kununurra in Western
Australia’s Kimberley region, caravan in tow.

S

uffering from heat exhaustion, we pulled into
the Hidden Valley camping area on the edge of
Kununurra township, parked in the shadiest
spot we could find and made for the pool,
which was as warm and unrefreshing as a spa bath.
Around our campsite mangoes dripped from the
trees. Rainbow lorikeets and red-shouldered parrots
shrieked joyously as they feasted on the fruit, and high
in the canopy black cockatoos claimed their share with
witch-like cackles. There were half-pecked and -chewed
mangoes everywhere and every now and then we would
beat off the birds and claim one or two for ourselves.
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The camp is on the boundary of
Mirima National Park, a colourful jumble
of crumbly rounded rock mounds the
colour of burnished copper. Kununurra
has only existed since the 1960s when
it was built to service the workers on
the Ord River Dam nearby. There’s not
much charm about its centre, but it
trades essential supplies and services in
a businesslike manner and has a number
of retail diamond outlets – which, no
doubt, some visitors consider essential.
Low-slung houses crouch behind the
frangipani and poinsettia trees lining
the streets. In the middle of the day the
town is paralysed by the searing heat of
the sun.
South of here is the largest diamond
mine in the world. In 1979, at a place
called Smoke Creek, a small find of
diamonds led prospectors to the Argyle
Diamond Pipe and the Argyle Mine now
produces about a quarter of the world’s
diamonds. The huge open-cast pit is also
renowned for its pickings of coloured
gems, especially the intense candy flosscoloured diamonds which have become
Argyle’s signature stone.
But an even more precious ‘gem’ in the
Kimberly is perhaps the presence of Lake
Argyle, a man-made body of water that
makes Sydney Harbour look like a bath tub.
Before the dam was built, an abundance
of water had flowed through the channels
of the great Ord River of East Kimberly for
only a short part of every year;
for the remainder of the year there was
a desperate shortage of water. In 1961,
authorities began the huge undertaking
to dam the Ord River, and in doing so
created a lake that is the largest body of
fresh water in Australia. Irrigation from
this catchment has now turned 15,000
unproductive hectares of desiccated
wasteland into cultivated farmland on
which around 70 different crops flourish.
Overlooking the Argyle Dam we found
a shady picnic spot although there
was no access to the water, which in
such a daytime furnace I found rather
frustrating. We could gaze at it though,
and at the dam. The outing was more
memorable for an incident that occurred
while I was mid gaze, leaning on a railing
and thoughtfully chewing my lunch.
A frilled-neck lizard squatted motionless
on the grass, snout to the sky, its
enormous neck ruff clamped close
against its head like long orange hair. I
was totally in the thrall of this creature,
and it might also have been in mine;

Clockwise from left
On the red road;
the Argyle diamond mine
seen from the air; a frilledneck lizard; a boabab tree
near Kununnura.

for ten minutes we gazed at each other
unmoving and unblinking. In the end it
was me who lost this game of statues.
The most talked about feature of the
Kimberley, however, is not the lizards,
the lake or the diamonds but the Bungle
Bungles, giant banded domes of rock
found in the 320,000ha Purnululu
National Park. They are to the Kimberley
what Uluru is to the Northern Territory.

They only really began to reach public
gaze in the 1980s, even though they have
been sitting out there for 20 million
years and Aboriginals had lived there for
around 20,000. Having heard so much
about them we were a bit disappointed
to learn that we wouldn’t be able to see
them at ground level. They were closed
due to the high temperatures and a huge
fire, which was ‘bungle’ burning at a fast
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My Granddaughter, I Love You
Personalised Music Box
Plays the melody ‘You Are So Beautiful’

Customise the heart
shaped charm with your
granddaughter’s name FREE

PERSONALISE
P
IT!

Heart-shaped charm
can be engraved with any
name (up to 10 letters)

❤
Fully mirrored music box, handcrafted of bevelled glass with
elegant etching on four sides
❤
Delicately etched with
the touching sentiment:
‘My Granddaughter I Love You
Today, Tomorrow, Always’

An
Exquisite Treasure
for only

99.98

$

(plus p&h)

✂

INCLUDES A POEM CARD!

THE BRADFORD EXCHANGE
Please Respond Promptly
YES! Please reserve ____ (Qty) of the“My Granddaughter, I Love You” Music

Box for me as described in this advertisement. I understand I need pay nothing now.

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms ______ First Name: _______________________________
Surname: ___________________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________________
_______________________________________ Postcode: ___________
Phone: ____________________________________________________
Email: ____________________________________________________
If you wish to order more than one music box, please enter the names
that you require (1 name per music box – max. of 10 characters each)

Dearest Granddaughter,
Your life is a true reflection of Beauty, Laughter and Love,
A precious gift to cherish, sent from up above.
When you look into this mirror, my love you will see,
A reflection of the blessings you give to me.

A Musical Masterpiece As Special As She Is!
This limited-edition music box is an exquisite work of art and a meaningful
expression of love for a dear granddaughter. Hand-crafted of mirrored bevelled
glass with scrolling floral etching, it boasts a silvery heart charm that can be
personalised with the name of your choice – FREE of charge. The charm
is tied on a soft pink ribbon to a faceted twin-heart handle sculpted in silvery
metal. A memorable gift any granddaughter will treasure, this exclusive keepsake
plays ‘You Are So Beautiful’ and comes with a FREE poem card especially for her.

Name 1 (1st Box)

Great Value; Limited Time Only!

Name 2 (2nd Box)

This lovely musical treasure is available exclusively from The Bradford
Exchange for just $99.98 each or payable in two easy, interest-free instalments
of $49.99, plus $9.99 postage and handling. What’s more, you need pay nothing
now. Strong demand is expected. Don’t miss out. Simply complete and return
your coupon or go online today at www.bradford.net.nz/gd with the name you’d like
engraved on the charm!

Reserve yours today. 3 easy options:

✉

1. MAIL no stamp required, to:

The Bradford Exchange, Freepost No.98331,
PO Box 91901, Victoria Street West, Auckland 1142

or 2. PHONE: Toll-Free 09 829 0475
or



quoting promotion code: 27132
10am-7pm Mon – Fri

3. ONLINE at www.bradford.net.nz/gd

Please allow up to 25 business days for delivery. All sales subject to product availability and reservation acceptance. Credit
criteria may apply. Our privacy policy is available online at www.bradford.net.nz. From time to time, we may allow carefully
screened companies to contact you. If you would prefer not to receive such offers, please tick this box. 

For quickest delivery, order online:

www.bradford.net.nz/gd
Quoting promotion code:

27132

01-15397-001P
©2016 The Bradford Exchange Ltd.
A.B.N. 13 003 159 617
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Above The Bungle Bungles
seen from the air.

clip. Anyway, anyone who ever thinks
of going in there with a caravan, trailer
or conventional car can forget it. This is
serious four-wheeler country.
The only way for us to get close to the
mass of beehive rocks was to fly over
them, which would be a one-dimensional
experience but certainly better than
nothing. As it turned out it might have
been better than anything.

Cluster upon cluster of huge
beehive shaped mounds, glowing
orange even through the smoke
haze, and striped, like tiger skins.
We took a flight from the Kununurra
airport in a six-seater, Gibbsland
Aeronautic Air Van, which had been
built in Victoria. Mike the pilot assured
us there was food, first aid and water on
board should we need to land. As we flew
over bone-dry hills and ridges skimpily
dotted with trees I was of the opinion
that landing anywhere would be a very
poor choice.
We skimmed over the 72-km-long
Lake Argyle and stared down at small
bare islands, the remnants of the hills

that stood there before the land was flooded. From that height,
they looked like basking crocodiles.
The landform became increasing precipitous, breaking up into
razor back ridges that were blackened from recent fires. Puddles
of white ash dotted valley floors that looked like patterned carpets.
And then, as we reached the Bungle Bungles, the little
plane began to jiggle and slew like an excited puppy. Well,
they were an astonishing sight: cluster upon cluster of huge
beehive-shaped mounds, glowing orange even through the
smoke haze, and striped, like tiger skins. Only 20% of the range
comprises these strange striated shapes, the rest is made up of
rugged, convoluted and impenetrable gorges slashing their way
between rippled ridges or rock outcrops that have formed into
monstrous gloops and polyps.
I imagined myself down there, a little spec of meaningless
nothing among the millions of years it took to form this deeply
scarred terrain. This led me to question how on earth the
beehives were formed. The pilot tried to explain with words like
palaeozoic, cyanobacteria, convergence and conglomerate, which
caused an attack of brain fade. It’s enough to know that basically
it was wind, rain, heat and an awful lot of time that did it – which
is about as much as I can say for the whole of Australia.

AA Members receive a 10% discount on travel
insurance. See aa.co.nz/travelinsurance or
call into an AA Centre for more information.
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journey
A MEMORABLE

Monica Tischler discovers
the excitement of setting sail.

A WAVE OF EMOTION sweeps through me
as the beam of Cape Reinga’s lighthouse
flickers in the distance. The tiny dot of
light on the tip of New Zealand is the
first sign of land we’ve seen in two days.
My mother and I stayed up especially
to see it. Resting on the balcony of our
room on board the Celebrity Solstice,
we gaze into a void of darkness. It’s one
o’clock in the morning and nothing’s
disturbing us but the gentle swish of
ocean. It’s a special welcome home.
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I cast my mind back to when we
boarded the ship in Sydney. I stood on
the helipad at the bow, looking out at
the mesmerising lights of the skyline;
the Opera House and Harbour Bridge
definite showstoppers. We’ve since made
the four-day journey across the Tasman
Sea and South Pacific Ocean to familiar
territory – first the Bay of Islands and
then Auckland. The ship will continue on
without us to Bora Bora, Honolulu and
finally Alaska.

PHOTOGRAPHS BY MONICA TISCHLER / WENDY SUTTON

TRAVEL

On our first morning on board
we wander down to the ship’s main
dining room for a crucial part of the
cruise lifestyle: sharing a meal and
a conversation. Mum and I chat to
passengers from America, Canada and
the United Kingdom, egging them to
try the Vegemite and watching their
faces turn to disbelief as we tell them
it’s our first cruise. We listen as couples
exchange stories about how many
voyages they’ve done and which is their
favourite. Someone on board has set sail
77 times and this is their third cruise this
year; not bad considering it’s only April.
There’s no such thing as going hungry
on board. We’re tempted by cafés serving
up delicious cakes and coffee and gelato
stores offering ice cream sandwiches.
I spot Captain Zisis Taramas enjoying a
bite to eat in his downtime and decide to
interrupt. Despite coming from a family
of olive and fruit farmers an hour out
of Athens, Greece, the captain is most

comfortable at sea, he says. He’s been
working on cruise lines since the 1980s.
On the top deck, Mum and I settle
into a relaxing afternoon with our books
by the pool. A Zumba class begins on
the deck beside us and has me feeling
slightly guilty for lazing about, so I hit
the gym while Mum attends lectures on
New Zealand’s history and endangered
dolphins. Later that afternoon we go to a
photography seminar together.
The Celebrity Solstice is a floating
community. There’s a casino and
shopping malls, yoga classes, saunas
and hair salons, a real grass lawn for
petanque and picnics; something for
everyone and never a dull moment.
In the evening, we decide to try one
of the ship’s speciality restaurants, then
head to the on-board show of the night,
a Freddie Mercury tribute.
When we finally approach land, it’s
into the Bay of Islands. Dolphins dance
in our wake, the tender boats are lowered.

We pull up to shore, catch a shuttle into
Paihia and board a ferry to Russell.
Lacing up our walking shoes, we trudge
through cooling bush and up Flagstaff
Hill, sharing the path with weka, until we
reach the iconic flagpole. It’s impressive
to see a piece of New Zealand history in
the flesh. We make our way back down to
Russell for lunch.
As we power on to Auckland, we enjoy
a drink at the aptly-named Sunset Bar,
providing the best spot on the boat for
soaking up candy-floss pink skies.
The early morning glow of the city
of sails wakes us, and again, we find
ourselves leaning over our balcony,
captivated by another bright skyline.
I underestimated how special it is to
approach land by boat. I’ve flown over
the same stretch of water multiple times
and haven’t thought anything of it;
on a ship I had time to reflect on how,
although the destinations are exciting,
the journey to get there can be just as
memorable.
The writer travelled courtesy of Celebrity
Cruises. See celebritycruises.com for more.

Setting off? Buy insurance before you go,
at aa.co.nz/travelinsurance.
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Official 35th Anniversary Tribute
to Holden’s All Time Greatest!

v

TECHNICAL SPECS
THE FACE

• Powered by a reliable Seiko VD 54 B movement
• Exclusive Commodore badge motif
• Chronographic stopwatch function

THE WATCH CASING AND BAND

• Crafted in rugged stainless steel
• Rotating bezel
• Reverse engraved with famous slogan ‘Originality is

everything whatever way you look at it’
• Side etched with famous IT’S A HOLDEN ad slogan
Winner of over 60 major awards including five prestigious
Wheels Car of the Year Awards, the Commodore is the greatest
car of all time. Now, you can show your pride with the “Holden
Commodore Watch”, the official 35th anniversary tribute to the
first name in motoring!
Officially authorised by Holden, the “Commodore Watch”
offers the same technical precision and luxurious styling that has
made its namesake the Number #1 choice amongst Kiwi drivers
for over 35 years. The case is
hand-crafted in tough stainless
steel for durability. The watch face
showcases a Commodore emblem
in a gleaming silver tone. Three
chronographic sub dials offer a
stopwatch function, accented by
retro-styled stripes reminiscent
of the car’s 1978 launch. The side
is engraved with the famous ad
slogan ‘Originality is everything
whatever way you look at it’. Every
Arrives with a Certificate
Commodore driver knows the
of Authenticity, in a
feeling!
custom-gift box
Selling out fast.
Act now.
Money-back guarantee.

General Motors LLC

™

Side

Reverse

Clasp

✂
PAY NOTHING NOW

THE
BRADFORD
EXCHANGE
Please Respond
Promptly

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms

First Name:

Surname:
Address:
Postcode:

YES!

Please reserve the Phone:
“Holden Commodore
Watch” as described in this Email:
advertisement. I understand
Reserve yours today. 3 easy options:
I need pay nothing now.
1. MAIL no stamp required, to:

Please allow up to 15 business
days for delivery. All sales subject to
product availability and reservation
acceptance. Credit criteria may apply.
Our privacy policy is available online
at www.bradford.net.nz. From time to
time, we may allow carefully screened
companies to contact you. If you would
prefer not to receive such offers, please
tick this box. 

✉

The Bradford Exchange, Freepost No.98331,
PO Box 91901, Victoria Street West, Auckland 1142

or
or

2. PHONE: Toll-Free 09 829 0475



quoting promotion code: 27133
10am-7pm Mon – Fri

3. ONLINE at www.bradford.net.nz/holden

Once a Commodore driver, always a Commodore driver, so our
limited stock may sell out in record time. Act now to secure
your “Holden Commodore Watch” for just five easy instalments
of $55.00. That’s only $275.00, plus $19.99 postage and
handling, backed by our 120-day guarantee. To order, send no
money now. Just return the coupon or go online today at
www.bradford.net.nz/holden

For quickest delivery, order online:

www.bradford.net.nz/holden
Quoting promotion code:
©2016 The Bradford Exchange Ltd. A.B.N. 13 003 159 617

27133

503-FAN46.01
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FULL OF

character
Monica Tischler enjoys Oregon’s quirks.

I

f there’s ever a place in the world for
women to carry crab measurers in their
handbags, it’s Newport, Oregon, USA.
I’ve arrived in the ‘crab capital’
right on time. It’s January, the middle of
America’s winter, and the fishermen have
just begun their first haul of Dungeness
crab for the season.
Having never eaten the delicacy
before, I decide on dinner at Local Ocean
Seafoods, which serves up the season’s
catches and has residents flocking in.
It’s a moody night. A passer-by tells
me a storm’s on its way. Darkness falls
quickly over the small village. The
Yaquina Lighthouse, the tallest of nine
on the Newport coast, is barely visible
under rolling fog. There’s a bitter wind
whipping through which carries the
aroma from fishing trawlers docked
nearby. The bark of sea lions, paired with
the raucous laughter of men enjoying a
beer in Rogue Ales Public House down
the road, makes it a noisy night.
The restaurant is a cosy haven. As I
try to dismantle my crab in as ladylike a

fashion as possible, a woman beside me
notices my struggle. She shows me the
right techniques to remove the delicate
white flesh from the red shell. When I
ask about size limits, she reaches into
her handbag and whips out a plastic
measuring claw.
I make a joke but then learn it’s a vital
tool to have on hand in this part of the
country. She tells me it’s common for
locals to pop down to the waterfront after
work to check their crab pots. Weekends
are spent with friends and family around
a barbecue, sharing good times and
seafood. In true American style, crab
season is celebrated well.

Wine is another delicacy Oregon
does well. The next morning, my sister
Kerry and I head for Dundee Hills in
the Willamette Valley, also known as
wine country. Travelling east across the
state towards Portland, the overnight
rain has frozen on the pine trees. Known
as silvering, a layer of frost has crusted
over the brittle tree branches, creating a
beautiful shiny film over our surroundings.
Our first stop is Sokol Blosser Winery.
Looking out over vineyards, we hear how
the valley was carved when glacial Lake
Missoula began to melt hundreds of years
ago. The ice broke several times over the
years, driving in rich soil and creating a
steady temperature, perfect for growing
grapes. There are now more than 500
wineries in the region.
Blackberry bushes line the roadside on
the way to Argyle Winery. While seafood
is plentiful in winter, come summer
the attention turns to the local pear,
walnut and hazelnut orchards and farms
offering pick-your-own raspberries and
blueberries.
Below Boats moored in Yaquina Bay, Newport, Oregon.
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We buy a bottle of wine and take it back to the
quaint Black Walnut Inn. Grabbing takeaways from
the boutique Red Hills Market, we settle in front of
the fireplace for the evening.
Unfortunately, a cold that Kerry has been trying to
keep at bay progresses overnight. Our first task when
we reach Portland in the morning is finding a doctor.
We check in at Ace Hotel and the staff book an
appointment for us. On our way to the clinic, we chat
to the Uber driver about everyday life in Oregon.
He tells us about the Urban Growth Boundary which
limits how far city growth can sprawl into rural
areas to preserve forests and parkland. His family
chooses ‘staycations’, not vacations, meaning they go
camping and hiking in their own state, rather than
travelling elsewhere.
I brave the falling snow as Kerry rests at the hotel.
The scent from Stumptown Coffee Roasters next
door lures me in. A snowman waits on the footpath
outside. Portland’s caffeine is a welcome relief after
our last call, Los Angeles, where a good coffee was
hard to find. I join the crowds of city-goers and dogs
being walked in their own miniature woollen coats,
through alleyways and arcades, past food trucks and
bookstores, home to those with time to relax.

Left Heavy snowfall
transforms downtown
Portland into a winter
wonderland.
Right The writer
is impressed by
Multnomah Falls in the
Columbia River Gorge
National Scenic Area.
Below right Enjoying a
glass of wine at Sokol
Blosser Winery.
Facing page A moody
evening in Newport.
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An inky sky seeps into the afternoon. I find
an organic food store and select fresh fruit and
vegetables for dinner. Loaded with brown paper
bags, I trudge back through the snow that’s
thickened throughout the day, feeling very much
the Portland local.
The hotel phone wakes me and I manage a sleepy
“hello?”. David, owner of America’s Hub World
Tours, is showing me the Columbia River Gorge
National Scenic Area, or ‘Waterfall Lane.’ We need
to leave early to combat the heavy snowfall.
Eyes peeled for elk, I marvel at the silvering
on cottonwood trees lining the scenic highway. I
note how pristine the surroundings are and David
mentions the region’s ‘no commercial growth’ law.
Billboards and advertising hoardings aren’t allowed
on the roadside, to preserve the area’s natural
beauty. It certainly proves effective; I’m hard-pressed
to think of anywhere more beautiful.
The writer travelled courtesy of Travel Oregon.
See traveloregon.com

AA Members can save 10% on travel insurance, see
aa.co.nz/travelinsurance

Great savings on
selected 2016 tours

2016/17 brochures available

MAGNIFICENT CHINA
22 day fully inclusive Classic Tour
Now from

$6,380 pp twin share

Additional Charges: Tipping US$85 and 150RMB (subject to change) payable on arrival








4 nights cruising the Yangtze River through the Three Gorges.
Explore imperial Beijing, the Forbidden City and the Great Wall of China.
Visit the famous Giant Pandas at Chengdu Research Base
Marvel at the thousands of Terracotta Warriors found in Xian.
Discover the colourful Red Flute Caves in charming Guilin.
Experience the cosmopolitan city of Shanghai.

Advertised price is for 30 Oct 16 departure, subject to airline availability at time of booking. Savings are off 2016 brochure
prices on selected departures from Aug to Nov 2016. Valid for sale until 12 Aug 16 unless sold out prior. Refer to 2016
Brochure or www.wendywutours.co.nz/big-asia-sale for tour details and booking conditions. Prices correct as at 21 May 16.

Your fully inclusive group tour includes
 Return international economy airfares
 All meals, accommodation & transport
 Entrance fees and sightseeing
 National Escort and/or local guides
 Visa fees for New Zealand passports
 Taxes and charges

Call 0800 9363998
info@wendywutours.co.nz

wendywutours.co.nz
or contact your Travel Agent
WINTER 2016
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35% of all breakdowns
AA Roadservice attend
relate to battery
problems. In the winter
that increases to 43%.

WHY YOUR
CAR BATTERY MIGHT

STRUGGLE
THROUGH WINTER

There are a few things that you can look out for
to reduce the chances of issues when you least
expect them.

Here’s our quick battery
health checklist:
How old is your battery? Batteries over 3 years old
may have passed their serviceable life and could
fail at any time
Listen for early warning sounds is the cranking of the engine sluggish?
Look for corrosion around the battery connections
Check to see that your battery is clean and dry

NEED A NEW BATTERY?
AA BATTERY SERVICE
COMES TO YOU.
We’ll come to your home or workplace, test your
battery, and fit a new battery if required. Any day,
from 9am – 11pm.
AA Members get more:
AA Members get a $25 discount and
5 cents per litre AA Smartfuel discount*
Batteries come with a nationwide warranty of up to 3 years
You’ll get an extra $10 off as a recycling rebate for your old battery

CALL 0800 500 222
VISIT aa.co.nz/batteries

*Only applicable when a battery is purchased from and installed
by our mobile battery delivery service or an AA Auto Centre.

MY AA

AA Roadservice Contractors Mike Wilson
& Alister Stewart of Arrowtown Garage

PHOTOGRAPHS BY MICHAEL THOMAS

WHEN AA MEMBERS need roadside
assistance, it will be either an AA
Roadservice Officer or a contractor
who comes to the rescue. Arrowtown
Garage belongs to the network of
contractors, with various owners
having taken on the responsibility
over many years.
Mike Wilson, who bought the
garage a little over a year ago, says
his team works hard to maintain
the standards required to keep the
AA contract and having it is a real
bonus for the business. “People have

confidence we are a good garage
because the AA trusts us,” Mike says.
“The AA is all about helping motorists
and giving advice, and we feel part
of that culture because we have the
contract to assist AA Members in
this part of the country.”
An example of the advice Mike’s
team might give is to motorists
struggling with the tough terrain in
Central Otago.
“A classic call out for us is someone
coming down the zigzag of the Crown
Range and cooking the brakes.

Mechanic Alister Stewart
and Arrowtown Garage
owner Mike Wilson.
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STAY MOBILE
OVERSEAS
Heading overseas?
Planning to drive?

Usually by the time we get there,
the brakes have cooled down and
they’re good to go, but we have a
chat to them about how best to
come down a steep road.”
Other quite typical call outs are
for flat batteries, and to motorists
who run out of fuel, having
miscalculated the distances.
Sometimes though, the call outs
are purely weather related.
“In winter, we sometimes get
calls from people who have taken
on the Crown without chains,”
says Alister Stewart, who has
worked at Arrowtown Garage
since 1993 and has worked with
cars, one way or another, pretty
much his entire adult life.
When an AA Member needs
help, Alister or one of the others
on the team will usually jump in
the 1984 V8 Land Rover – a 4WD

‘workhorse’ perfect for tricky
jobs as it has a retrieval trailer
and a winch. Or they may use
another classic – a 1988 Holden
Commodore wagon that was first
in service as a new car for the AA
in Dunedin. Previous owners of
Arrowtown Garage bought it in
1989 and it’s been in constant
use, clocking up over 283,000km
serving AA Members.
It’s used mainly for jump-starts
and straightforward jobs.
“It’s in ‘loved’ condition,” Mike
says. “The paint has worn, it needs
a new gear box and shocks… it’s
a classic mechanic’s car. Our
intention was to retire it but now
we’re thinking we’ll keep it going.”
He's confident that before
the end of winter the car will
have at least been given a fresh
lick of yellow.

IN SOME COUNTRIES, all you need is your full
New Zealand driver licence to be legal behind the
wheel for up to a year. However, many countries
require visitors to hold an International Driving
Permit (IDP) to drive.
The AA is the only organisation in New Zealand
that can issue an IDP. The document is sanctioned
by the United Nations and is accepted in more than
150 countries when used alongside a valid New
Zealand driver licence. It endorses the validity of
your New Zealand driver licence and provides
translations in eight languages explaining which
classes of vehicle you’re permitted to drive.
The IDP is designed for tourists, so people
planning to work overseas or who are emigrating
should contact the local licensing authorities to
discuss options available.
Even if you’re not planning on driving during your
overseas trip, a last minute decision to hire a car
could be stymied without an IDP on hand. It can
also double as an identification document so your
passport can stay securely stored.
To get an IDP, visit an AA Centre or an AA Driver
and Vehicle Licensing agent. You’ll need your driver
licence, a recent passport-sized photo (which can be
taken at any AA Centre) and $20. Alternatively, an
IDP can be applied for and issued by post or online.
Go to aa.co.nz/idp for more information.

AA Smartfuel challenge
Accumulation is the key to meaningful savings.
AA SMARTFUEL is challenging motorists to
get smarter with their AA Membership cards
to save more on fuel at the pump.
At BP and Caltex, AA Members have a choice
to either redeem or accumulate fuel discounts.
The everyday AA Smartfuel discount provided
by both fuel companies is currently six cents per
litre when a minimum of $40 is spent on fuel.
Instant redeemers – those who swipe their
cards and take the discount immediately – are
saving about $48 on average every year.
Accumulators, especially those who opt for
the minimum $40 fuel spend to maximise the
benefit, can save a lot more.
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AA Smartfuel Managing Director Scott
Fitchett says the best way to accumulate
discounts is to visit BP or Caltex and spend
the minimum.
“This is the easiest way: when you go to get
petrol, spend only $40 and accumulate each
time. The only exception is at the end of every
second month, go in with an empty tank and fill
up to 50 litres. Ask to redeem all the discounts
you’ve accumulated over the previous two
months on that 50-litre fill. It’s easy to
remember if you get in the habit of doing this at
the end of every even month, for example
August, October, December and so on," he says.

“The 'accumulate' approach means you’ll
save about $300 a year before any other
discounts are accumulated from other AA
Smartfuel partners or any fuel company’s
extra offers are included.”
Scott says the easiest way to keep track of
how you're doing with the 'accumulate
challenge' is with the AA Smartfuel app.
"You can watch your accumulated discount
balance grow, know when discounts are due
to expire and view your recent transactions.”
For more information, go to aasmartfuel.co.nz

MY AA

KEEP
DRIVING
WELL
IT’S NEVER TOO
LATE TO BE A
BETTER DRIVER

SOME PEOPLE ARE still very
capable behind the wheel at
100, but for others the roads
can start to be a bit more
nerve-wracking as they get
on in years.
This is why the AA will
offer AA Members aged 80
and over the opportunity to
brush up on their skills for
free, with in-car sessions
designed to instil confidence
and keep drivers mobile.
From August 1, AA Senior
Driver will provide AA
Members aged 80-plus the
chance to pair up with an AA
Driving Instructor to check
skill levels behind the wheel,
optimise car set-up and, if
required, work out the next
steps to make improvements.
AA Senior Driver is
completely free for all AA
Members aged at least 80, and
can be repeated every two years
ahead of the On-road Safety
Test required by the New

Zealand Transport Agency.
AA Driving School
General Manager Roger
Venn says mobility is
important to everyone.
“Hand-in-hand with
mobility is the need to feel
confident and safe behind the
wheel and we’ve designed AA
Senior Driver to provide for
that,” Roger says. “Whether it
is going to the shops, visiting
family or getting together
with friends, driving is
essential for helping people
stay connected with the
world. We want to do our part
to ensure that continues for as
long as possible for as many
of our Members as possible.”
Roger says it’s important
to note that AA Senior Driver
is not an assessment. “We
have designed this with the
aim of rewarding our senior
AA Members with free
professional and confidential
tuition to help retain mobility.”

AA Senior Driver is available to
AA Members completely free once
every two years from the age of 80.

HOW IT WORKS

An AA Driving Instructor will meet you at your home or at a
designated pickup point and the session will take place in
your own car.
The one-hour session consists of three components :
• 15 minutes to ensure your car is set up correctly for you.
• A 30-minute drive with the instructor on a route of
your choice. You can opt for a particular part of driving
you would like help with, for example driving on a
motorway, or at night.
• After the drive, a 15-minute review, which will be
confidential between you and the instructor.
To find out more about AA Senior Driver and to book a free
session, call 0800 223 748 or go to aa.co.nz/senior-driver
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Living in harmony
An insurance guide for landlord and tenants.
There are more than 550,000* rental
properties scattered throughout New
Zealand, with 30% of the population
renting. It makes sense that, as the market
grows, landlords and tenants better
understand their respective rights and
responsibilities. So, AA Insurance has put
together tips to help landlords and tenants
protect themselves and their property.

Landlords

1

Your insurance policy will often set out
landlord obligations that must be met to
ensure insurance cover is in place.
Meeting these obligations also helps to
protect your investment. Start by exercising
reasonable care when choosing tenants, and
obtaining satisfactory references.
Next, collect at least four weeks' rent in
advance; registering at least two weeks' rent
as bond with the Tenancy Services. Under
AA Insurance’s landlord cover, you’re obliged
to monitor and manage rent in arrears and
conduct regular property inspections with a
written record of the outcome. Inspections
are a good way to keep on top of any issues,
necessary repairs, or potential problems.

2

The onus is on you to keep your rental
home in good repair, ensure it’s secure
and take all reasonable precautions to
prevent loss occurring. This means
conducting any necessary repairs in a timely
fashion, providing and maintaining locks and
other security mechanisms, as well as
maintaining smoke alarms.

3

If you’re about to purchase a rental, then
do your due diligence and ask the owner
or the agent if the property has been tested
for drug contamination, and ask to see the
results. If no test has been carried out, get
one done yourself. If you already own a rental
then consider including this type of test in
your property inspections.

4

If you need to make a claim, don’t delay.
Don’t mistakenly store up incidents to
make a single claim once the tenants move
out because, unless all the damage has
occurred during the same event, you’ll need
to make separate claims for each event
causing damage, with one excess applying
per event.

5

Finally, make sure you have the right
insurance for your circumstances. Loss of
rent and natural disasters are generally
available under standard cover, but check
with your insurer for optional benefits, like
AA Insurance’s landlord cover for tenants
who vacate without notice, are evicted, cause
intentional or malicious damage, or who use,
consume, store or manufacture illegal drugs.

92

aadirections.co.nz

* Statistics from Glasshouse: An investigation into landlord
insurance (March 2015), from an online interview with 248
owners of residential rental properties.
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NEW AA AUTO
CENTRE OPENS
Travellers benefit from airport-based facility.

Tenants

1

Whether you’ve rented for years or are moving out of
home and into your first flat, it’s important that you take
out contents insurance to cover your items from being
stolen or damaged. This includes items that may be taken
from your car such as clothing, sunglasses and mobiles.

2

You may not think you have enough ‘stuff’ worth
taking out insurance for, but it does all add up.
Contents insurance also does more than just protect your
property, it can protect you from potential financial ruin
by covering your legal liability for the accidental damage
you may cause to other people’s property. For example if
you accidently cause a fire in your friend’s house, or you
accidently break something in a store, or your dog causes
a car accident by running into the street, with contents
insurance, you’re covered – up to $1million of liability cover if
you’re an AA Insurance customer – even if you’ve taken out
as little as $2,000 worth of cover to protect the necessities.
If you’re not insured, then you’ll be required to pay for the
damage out of your own pocket.

3

The legal liability component of your contents
insurance might also include cover for any reparation
order made against you in the unfortunate situation
where you cause accidental injury to another person.
For example, if you injure a pedestrian by riding your bike
through a red light and a court sentences you to pay
reparation to top up the ACC payments for the losses that
person suffers as a result of the injury, and you’re an AA
Insurance customer, your contents policy will include up
to $250,000 worth of liability cover for reparation orders
arising from such accidental bodily injury.

AA MOTORING SERVICES has
joined Christchurch’s drift west.
An impact of the earthquakes
in Canterbury five years ago is
the westward move of the city’s
industrial zone. This coincided
with plans to develop more AA
Auto Centres throughout the
country and, in Christchurch,
to add to the family of sibling
sites in Hornby, Papanui and
Lancaster Street.
AA Motoring Services
National Manager Vehicle
Service Kyle Lincoln says
developing a custom-built facility
at Christchurch Airport, just a
kilometre from the terminals,
made good business sense.
“It’s very convenient for
travellers needing a Warrant of
Fitness (WoF) or servicing and
repairs,” he says. “Since opening
in March, the Christchurch
Airport AA Auto Centre has
exceeded expectations. It’s a great
location that complements our
existing network and has hit the
mark with customers.”
Alongside complete auto
service and repair services,

the new centre provides WoFs,
Certificates of Fitness (CoF),
pre-purchase inspections, AA
Auto Glass repair and motor
vehicle registration.
“The airport location means
we can easily provide CoFs to
rental car companies located
there, which is a significant part
of our customer base.”
Kyle says the move to
establish more AA Auto Centres,
which are essentially one-stopshops for all things motoring, is
proving successful.
“We have plans to grow the
network and we continue to
get many inquiries from people
keen to become part of the club
as franchise operators.”
AA Members receive
discounts at AA Auto Centres
including savings on WoFs and
servicing.

AA Auto Centres:
Phone 0800 456 654 or
on the web aa.co.nz/cars

4

Contents insurance also provides cover for your
temporary accommodation should your rental home
become uninhabitable such as after a flood or a fire. At AA
Insurance, this cover also applies to any family member
living with you, and your domestic pets. Your insurance
will also cover the cost to temporarily store your things
during this time.

5

Lastly, as most contents policies don’t cover
contamination from illegal drugs, it’s important you do
due diligence if you’re concerned about your rented home,
or the home you’re about move into. Ask the landlord or
property manager for it to be tested, and to see the results.
You could also buy a kit from a hardware store and do it
yourself. These precautions could save you from any
potential health risks associated with contamination.
For more landlord and
tenant information
visit aainsurance.co.nz

Our newest site, Christchurch
Airport AA Auto Centre, is just
a kilometre from the terminal.
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MY AA

YOUNG
MEMBER
DRIVE

AA’S YOUTH MEMBERSHIP BOOST.

Look for the best in
mechanical repairs
With over 130 locations across New Zealand,
you’re never far away from an
AA Approved Repairer workshop.
AA Approved Repairers can help you if your car is experiencing
engine, braking, steering or suspension troubles. Plus they
offer specialist mechanical solutions for auto electrical, clutch,
transmission and air-con related faults.

Trust is
everything
• AA Approved Repairers
are certified to meet
our high standards
of quality service.
• You’re covered by
a 12 month or
20,000km guarantee
on workmanship
and parts.

FIND YOUR NEAREST REPAIRER

aa.co.nz/approved
94
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THE AA IS welcoming young Members with a special
rate. Until now, anyone aged 17 or younger has been
able to join for half the subscription cost but, from
July 1, anyone aged under 20 can join for just $50.
Once they hit 20, their Membership will transition
to regular Membership pricing, with their years of
youth Membership counting toward their loyalty
discount. This means, for example, that they will get
a 20% discount on full subscription rates after being
a Member for three years.
AA Membership and Brand General Manager
Dougal Swift says the focus on attracting young
Members makes good sense.
“Our aim is to make AA Membership
indispensable to everyone.”
Over the last year the AA has broken Membership
growth records almost on a monthly basis. The club
is approaching a million personal Members and,
together with business Members, we now have over
1.5 million Members.
This growth rate is attributed largely to the
addition of more Member benefits that ultimately
outweigh the cost of subscription. These benefits
include free eye checks every two years at
Specsavers, discounts on EVENT Cinema movie
tickets (when purchased online at aa.co.nz),
discounts on insurances and automatic enrolment
in the AA Smartfuel programme.
Young people have already been a big part of
the mix with many joining for the AA Ignition
programme, which offers three free professional
driving lessons to new learner drivers (worth up
to $210). Since the launch of AA Ignition, Youth
Membership joins have nearly doubled. Dougal says
the initiative has done more than just open the door
to a new generation of Members. “It’s kicked it wide
open,” he says.
“Now we want to ensure these new Members
stay with the club once they’ve made the most
of their first year. We think this new offer of $50
Membership up to the age of 20 will really appeal
to smart young motorists.”

To join, visit any AA Centre, call 0800 500 444
or see aa.co.nz/join
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REACHING 600,000+ KIWI HOMES*

» NZ Accommodation & Travel, Australia Accommodation & Travel

CAR HIRE – BRISBANE
Family run business.
Free airport shuttle. Cars from
AU$21/day. Freecall 0800 441 607.
www.bargainrentacar.net.au
GOLD COAST—CAR RENTAL
From A$25 per day*,
Near New, Not so New. Toyota,
Nissan, Falcon.
Old fashioned, family service.
AERO AUTO RENTALS
At Coolangatta Airport.
Freephone: 0800 880 828
*Conditions apply
AUSTRALIA – SUNSHINE COAST
Holiday Getaway @ Kings Beach
2BR 2 bath FSC apartments,
100m beach. Ocean views,
heated pool, BBQ, Foxtel, Sec
Park, linen supplied, Res Mgrs
KINGS WAY APARTMENTS
00 617 5491 7500
www.kingsway.net.au

SOUTH AMERICA
NEW Group tours for 2016!

CONSIDERING SHIPPING YOUR MOTORHOME OR CAR?
PHONE THE EXPERTS
l Aironaut can pack, secure and ship, with the care and
responsibility as if it was our very own.
l Partnering with other car shipping specialists throughout
the world, Aironaut make it easy.
l We know which is the best shipping service, route, and
transhipment point, best suited to your budget and requirements.
l Car shipping with Aironaut saves time and money, as we can offer as
much or as little additional services as you require.
l We offer Door-Door, Port-Port, or a combination to suit your
situation. Just ask us for help.

www.budgetaccommodation.com.au

CAIRNS – CITYSIDER
Holiday Apartments, 1 & 2 brm
FSC, a/c, spacious, pool, BBQ,
central. Kiwis offer Kiwis 5%
discount. Ph: 0061 7 4044 9888
www.citysider.com.au
COOLANGATTA-KIRRA
MERIDIAN TOWER
High-rise. Lge FSC Apartments.
All with balcony & sea views.
Htd pool, spa, sauna, games
C
room, gym, full tennis court.
Ph: 0061-75-536-9400
Fax: 0061-75-599-5171 M
www.meridiantower.com.au
Y
CM
GOLD COAST – MAIN BEACH
OCEAN SANDS RESORT
MY
Spacious 2&3 bdrm apartments
All with balconies & sea views
CY
Htd pool-tennis court-gym
Ph 0061-7-55314188
CMY
www.oceansands.com.au
bookings@oceansands.com.au
K

MELBOURNE – SOUTHBANK
City edge, walk to CBD. 100m
casino. Quality 1, 2 & 3 BR apts.
Full kitchen, pool/gym.
Ph: 0061 416 049 343

E: kellie@holidayconcepts.com.au

SUNSHINE COAST – QLD
DOCKSIDE MOOLOOLABA
Spacious 2 bedroom apartments
Htd pool – free wifi – balconies
Call 0800 000 417 for NZAA rates
www.docksidemooloolaba.com.au
info@docksidemooloolaba.com.au

Buenos Aires, Iguazu Falls, Rio de
Janeiro, Lima, Cusco, Sacred Valley of
the Incas, Machu Picchu, Lake Titicaca,
Amazon Jungle – from $12,700 pp

Colours of Peru – 15 days ex Lima

Contact: Grant Hudson
156 Parnell Rd, Auckland
Ph: 09-309-8814

www.aironaut.co.nz

The very best of Lima, the Andes, and
the Amazon Jungle – from $4,820 pp

0800 131 900
info@vivaexpeditions.com
www.vivaexpeditions.com

ENT Doctor
Developed

Spend a few nights in idyllic west coast
Raglan, in a self contained luxurious yurt.
Underfloor heating, spa bath.

www.nikausanctuary.co.nz
raglanyurt@gmail.com
07 825 6519

BRISBANE
Kingsford Riverside Inn!
Close to City & Airport.
City bus at the door!
Ph: 0061-7-3862-1317
See our website at

Enchanting South America –
24 days ex Auckland

CAIRNS

NORTHERN BEACHES
No 1 on Tripadvisor
Trinity Beach
Bellevue At Trinity Beach Luxury 5 Star
1, 2 & 3 Bedroom FSC Apartments with
Unrestricted Ocean & Garden Views, A/C,
Large Balcony, Lift. Ph: +61740578822

10% AA Member
Discount
ASURESTAY.com

www.bellevuetrinitybeach.com.au

MOOLOOLABA

0800 080 133
Or visit

soundtherapy.com.au/AA

Ex Auckland 9-16 Feb 2017
Ex Wellington 20-27 Jan 2017

BROADBEACH

Getaway on an all inclusive
adventure to the Chathams,
staying at Awarakau Lodge.

BEACHFRONT APARTMENTS

Sunny balconies and ocean views. Walk
to shops cafes bowls club surf club Casino
and Convention Centre. Heated outdoor
pool & spa, sauna full size tennis court

TWILIGHT TRAVEL & TOURS

+61 7 55387666
www.boulevardnorth.com.au
stay@boulevardnorth.com.au

PORT DOUGLASMOWBRAY
BY THE SEA
REST
RELAX
PLAY

www.mowbraybythesea.com.au

* Latest ABC Audited circulation 582,000 (March 2015)

Call for Free Info DVD

CHATHAM ISLANDS

Sunshine Coast

PH 0061 75 444 1844
www.sailport.com.au

Ringing Ears?
Hearing loss?
Dizziness?
Can’t hear in
noisy rooms?
Pressure in ears?

When you book online on

and enter promo code AA Member
Sailport AA 100614A.pdf
6/14/10
PM
email: res@bellevuetrinitybeach.com.au
Over 502:35:10
properties
nationwide

Phone for July, Nov & Feb Specials
Overlooking marina –
Sailport Mooloolaba Resort.
4 star 1, 2 & 3 bdrm aparts
with ensuites, air cond, views.
Heated pool & spa. 100m
from Mooloolaba S.L.S.C &
golden beach, alfresco cafes,
restaurants, bowling clubs.

Effective
Tinnitus
Relief

0800 999 887

www.twilighttravel.co.nz

HUGE RANGE OF POSSUM
AND MERINO IN STORE NOW!
View our full range at www.larsmart.co.nz

POSSUM & MERINO

Socks, Gloves, Beanies, Scarves,
Fingerless Gloves from $15 to $100
Ladies + Mens Jumpers, Jackets &
Cardigans from $155 to $340
Visit us at 545 Blockhouse Bay Rd, Auckland

Phone 0800 5277 6278

Phone main (09) 528 7103, DDI (09) 535 5585 ● E-mail debbie@hawkhurst.co.nz

Driving on the Gold Coast?
Select the right rental car from
www.hellogoldcoast.com.au
or phone 0800 744800
Check our range of Attractions,
Restaurants & Discount coupons.

DIRECTORY

» Australia Travel, Overseas Travel, Mobility Equipment, Gardening & Art

THIRD
AGE TOURS
Small Group Tours for the Over-50s

Free pickup from Gold Goast
or Brisbane Airport!*

Upcoming Escorted Tours

2016:

*during business hours

 Japan Discovery
 Vietnam &

Angkor Wat

Rental cottage in ancient
Sth Mediterranean village.
Ph. Yvonne 09 812 8231

 African Safari
2017:

 Jewels of India
 Galapagos &

Easter Island

And more...

UK CAR RENTAL
from only £99.00 per week
(Minimum 7 day rental based on our Group1/MCMR sized car)

For a free Info Pack

0800 868 748
info@toursdirect.co.nz

Specialists in escorted
www.toursdirect.co.nz

Domestic and International –
GREAT PRICES!
England/Wales & Yorkshire Dales
01 September–01 October 2016
25 April–25 May 2017

Enchanting Ireland and Scotland
NEW! 01 June–26 June 2017 NEW!

Treasures of Turkey

18 May–11 June 2017

Captivating Croatia, Slovenia &
Montenegro, Venice
16 June–10 July 2017

Vietnam & Cambodia
2016 Full
04–26 October 2017

Unique and Beautiful Norfolk Is
23–30 October 2016 & 2017
NEW! Sicily & Southern Italy NEW!
October 2017

Catlins/Stewart Island
10–18 February 2017

For a FREE INFORMATION PACK,
contact Brenda

THIRD AGE TOURS

Ph: 03 379 3799 or 03 312 7050
Freephone: 0800 927 725
sunshineone@xtra.co.nz
www.thirdagetours.co.nz

Car shown here is the new 2016 Vauxhall Astra
This is in our Group 4/CDMR 7 days from only £139.00

• Free second driver on all rentals
• Free “Meet & Greet” at most UK Airports
• Delivery to your hotel or contact address
• Unlimited mileage on all rentals
• One-way rentals and overseas travel available
• Locations throughout the UK

PICK UP & DROP OFF SERVICE

AIRPORT
&
CRUISE
VALET
PARKING

WANTED TO BUY
Cash paid for estate lots of old
radio valves & ham radio valve
collections. Ph Paul 09 528 2022.
paul.ssegrub01@gmail.com
SURFERS PARADISE
Boutique 4 star SR–FSC 1 & 2 brm
apts. All with ocean views. Beach
50 mtrs. Heated pool & Spa. BBQ.
Get great deals from friendly Kiwis.
Ph: 0061-7-5526-7588
www.emeraldsands.com.au
SUNSHINE COAST – QLD
CALOUNDRA
4 star, 2 & 3 bdrm apartments
at Kings Beach. Heated pool &
spa. 3 min walk to beach, cafes &
clubs. Great location. Great value.
Ph: 0061 7 5438 0600
www.kingsbayapartments.com

KIWI VIETNAM TOURS
Escorted 20 day Tour. $6795
share twin. 305 Kahuterawa Rd,
RD 2, Palm Nth 4472.
PH: 06 324 8444
www.kiwivietnamtours.co.nz

FULLY ESCORTED
TOURS FOR SENIORS
Our 2016 tours include:

NEW ZEALAND
High Country Spectacular
23 Sep-4 Oct
Wonders of Westland 10-19 Oct
Taranaki Rhododendron
Family run business established in 1995
Festival 28-31 Oct
Telephone: +44 (0)208 764 6490
Chatham Islands 12-17 Nov
BOOK NOW!!
Fax: +44 (0)208 679 6869
www.platinumparking.co.nz
Hokianga for Christmas
VEHICLE STORAGE FROM $7 PER DAY
E-mail: sales@auto-international.com
MelroseWeb:
Ad www.auto-international.com
71mm x 41mm
February 2016
0508 PARKING
546) x 84.5mm sales@platinumparking.co.nz
23-27 Dec
Shoprider
Ad(0508 727
71mm
february 2016
AUSTRALIA
Heavenly Hervey Bay 5-14 Aug
Kakadu Explorer 22-31 Aug
from
Spring in Western Australia
Keeping Kiwis moving since 1997
only
8-19 Sep

ADLY scooters

Phone main (09) 528 7103, DDI (09) 535 5585 ● E-mail debbie@hawkhurst.co.nz

$1995

Drive straight to Auckland
International/ Domestic Airport or
Wharf and our friendly team will
meet you there to pick up your
vehicle and have it waiting when
you return!! Check out our fantastic
customer testimonials!

Shoprider Mobility Scooters
The Shoprider TE 9 is a reliable mid size Mobility
Scooter with comfortable Captains Chair seating
and adjustable suspension.

We pay your VIN
CONDITIONS APPLY

NZ Wide Delivery
CHARGES APPLY

www.melrosemotorsports.co.nz • 0800 463 576

FOLDING
MOBILITY
SCOOTER

• Foldable • Reliable
• Strong • Affordable

WWW.SUPASCOOTA.CO.NZ • PH 0800 188 877
• E: CITYMOBILITY.NZ@GMAIL.COM • P: ALAN 021 433 038 • ASK ABOUT OUR FREE HOME DEMO

Speed 12.5km/h
range 40km
Max load 159kg
Max cliMb 9º
powerful 1.7hp

Easy adjust Tiller
5 Stage Suspension
Available now,
contact us for a
demonstration by
your local dealer.

0800 220 110
www.shoprider.co.nz

• ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY

No air pollution, noise pollution or energy
consumption.

• IDEAL FOR THE HOME

Picks up leaves and general debris off
driveways, paths, courtyard, decking etc.

• EASY TO PUSH, CARRY AND STORE
Refer to our website for full details.

www.edoma.co.nz Ph: 0800 444 747

PACIFIC
Rarotonga & Aitutaki 18-26 Jul
Norfolk Island 20-27 Nov
For our 2016 colour brochure
or to make a booking
contact Scottsdale Tours
FREE phone 0800 66 44 14
info@scottsdaletours.co.nz
www.scottsdaletours.co.nz

South America
Back to PRINTABLE PHOTOS

Small
groups +
independent
travel
planning
+ bespoke
journeys

Latin Link Adventure
The South American Specialists
0800 528 465/info@latinlink.co.nz

www.latinlink.co.nz

SPECIAL OFFERS

DO YOU HAVE COLD FEET?

The FOOT FURNACE is the ultimate in keeping your feet warm. It’s not a sock,
not a slipper and no microwaving or electricity is required. Individual sleeping
bag just for feet and one size fits all. Made from quality breathable quilted
nylons with 180 grams of quality duck down and two Velcro straps allow for
adjustment to make any foot size comfortable.

DIRECTORY

»

$35 SPECIAL AA MEMBER
PRICE WITH FREE POSTAGE

CALL 0800 431 479

BUY NOW!

Please send your cheque to FOOT FURNACE, 1049A Mangawhai Rd RD5
Wellsford 0975, with your return address, or text your order to 02108315504

NORTH TO ALASKA
ESCORTED MOTORHOME TOUR

A real adventure – Frequent Wildlife Sightings –
Spectacular Scenery Inside Passage Ferry Cruise –
Denali Wilderness Day Tour – Travel Alaskan &
Top of World Highways

Why leave the
home you love?
A stairlift from Acorn
could be the answer

•
•
•
•
•
•

Phone or email for detailed brochure

PHONE 0800 895 194

Email info@ktctours.com | Web www.ktctours.com

KTC MOTORHOME TOURS

Direct from the manufacturer
For straight or curved staircases
Indoor and outdoor lifts
Free home assessment
Fast installation
Safe & reliable

FOR FREE BROCHURE & QUOTATION

0800 087 047

FREE DVD guide to stairlifts • www.acornstairlifts.co.nz

Motorhome Satellite TV
All you need / best prices assured

winegard

19''- 24'' LED TV''s with satellite tuner DVD

winds up n down

DELIVERED
FREE TO
YOUR DOOR!

Wave® SoundTouch®
music system IV

from

folds down

Winegard
+ RV dish
windup

$540

$ 295

Contact Peter: 0274 937 025

www.freeviewnz.com

• Radio
AM/FM
• CD Player
• Alarm Clock
• WiFi Music
Streaming

$465

7'' GPS +
Reverse
camera

FEATURES:

Enjoy all your favorite music –
even streaming – with lifelike sound.

$1249

The Sound Store Ph: 09 520 2105
Cnr Kent & Crowhurst Sts, Newmarket, Auckland

Phone main (09) 528 7103, DDI (09) 535 5585 ● E-mail debbie@hawkhurst.co.nz

Vancouver – Alaska – Rockies –Vancouver
40 Days – Departs 10 May 2017
from $16,000 per person twin share
including return flights from Auckland

DIRECTORY

»

SPECIAL OFFERS

TravelScoot
By far the worlds,
lightest, strongest
compact mobility scooter.
Weighing only 15kg
(inc battery). Folds up
in seconds. Pop it in the
car, take it on the plane,
train, bus or cruise.
Thousands of happy
customers worldwide.
Get your mobility
freedom back today.

Is there a
Showerdome
that will fit
my shower?
Yes there is!
Showerdome make all
different shapes & sizes.
There are Showerdomes
to cover square,
rectangular, five-sided
or curved showers existing or new.

Call 0800 272 668
for a no obligation free trial, or view

www.travelscootnz.co.nz

A L SO AVA IL A BL E F ROM

For a drier, warmer,
healthier home,
insist on Showerdome

0800 540 292 or visit www.showerdome.co.nz

BUY ONE DOMESTIC UNIT AND GET
A SECOND UNIT FOR HALF PRICE!
Resene Curtain Collection
Artiste - Flame

NORMALLY

Co-ordinate your
room with a collection of stunning
fabrics designed to complement
popular Resene wall colours.

This is the only
proven electromagnetic pest
control system
that gets rid of
rats, mice and
cockroaches.
It is universitytested by an
emeritus professor,
HACCP approved,
and proven safe for
the environment,
humans, electronics,
and pets. Call now!

www.resene.com/curtains

Phone (09) 528 7103 ● E-mail debbie@hawkhurst.co.nz

Available from Resene ColorShops and selected curtain specialists.

ELECTRIC FOLD-UP BIKES

A drier, warmer,
healthier home for
a fraction of the cost

$1595

TOP
Specially designed
SELLER for NZ market
in UK!
• Easy step-thru
frame • Rugged,
NZ approved • 300
Watt • Alloy frame
• LED front/rear
lights • 36v • Range
approx 50km
EN61006; EN61006-1:2004 • Weight 25kg

Contact Peter: 0274 937 025

www.ezirider.nz

• Less Expensive
• Cheaper to Run
• Quieter • Easier to Install
• Reusable Filter
• Lifetime Warranty
d&
igne n
Des duced i d
Pro Zealan
New

Ph 09 950 4436 or 0800 2 UNOVENT
email: info@unovent.co.nz / www.unovent.co.nz

Digital Camera

Video Camera

W
NE

+ +

Binoculars

High Powered Binoculars
with Built-in Camera
and Video!

Perfect for viewing wildlife, sporting events
and concerts, these Camera Binoculars bring
the action to you! Plus you can capture every
moment with the simple touch of a button,
recording stills or short video clips so you can
relive the moment again and again!

High Performance
The camera mode features a high-speed
shutter that produces crystal clear freeze
frame images to treasure, and for action the
built-in video will record every moment to keep
and replay whenever you want.

Excellent Value
Don’t throw away money by paying for a
separate camera, pair of binoculars and video
camera when you can have all 3 in this one
device for a fraction of the price! Plus you won’t
be weighed down with multiple gadgets as these
Camera Binoculars are incredibly lightweight
and small enough to slip into your pocket.

Easy to Use
Capturing images is a breeze - press one
button for camera and the other for video. Then
just plug it into your PC to instantly download. No
software needed. It’s so easy!

Read what our
customers have to say...
I used to use regular binoculars
to look out at wildlife in my garden,
but whenever I spotted a rare breed
when I reached for my camera it was
gone. With the Camera Binoculars I
never miss a shot. Steve, Kidderminster
I’m never without my Camera Binoculars, it’s
lightweight, perfect for taking on long walks. Making
wildlife movies has become my new hobby. Dave, Reading
We bought the Camera Binoculars to take on holiday
to Kenya. It was a great all-rounder, perfect out on
safari. Francis, Kendal
Fantastic value for money. I use it all the time for taking
videos of my grandson playing football. Terry, Widnes
Lines Open 7 Days:
12.00pm - 9.00pm

CALL NOW 0800 55 77 99

1 Camera Binoculars

$99.95

2 pairs of Camera
$159.90
Binoculars SAVE $40

Add a microSD card
Price

16GB

$29.95

32GB

$49.95

Ask for
Dept KDB11

Post To: Century Mail, DEPT KDB11, PO Box 912021, Victoria St West, Auckland 1142.

Please send me

Size

FEATURES

• 10 x 25 power
• Stores hundreds of images &
hours of video
• Digital video recording
• Shutter speed ¼-1/10,000sec
• Dimensions 95 x 140 x 45mm
• Weighs only 250g
• USB cable and manual inc.
• 12 month guarantee
• Requires 2 x AA batteries
(not included)
• Requires microSD card
(available for purchase)

© Century Mail 2016

Never miss great photo
opportunities again with
these amazing Camera Binoculars.
The binoculars have a powerful
10x25 telescopic lens PLUS a built-in
camera and video recorder so you
can record everything you see!

Qty

Total

I enclose a Cheque/Money Order payable to Century Mail $
Please charge my VISA/MASTERCARD:

Signature
Title

Exp
Name

D.O.B.

/
/

/

PLEASE PRINT

Address

Postage

$9.95

Suburb

Post Code

Total

Phone
Email
❑ Tick this box to sign up for exclusive email offers from Century Mail. Occasionally we may make your data available to carefully selected companies. If
you do not wish to receive interesting offers from these companies, please tick this box ❑ If you do not wish to receive further communications from the
Century Mail Group, please tick this box ❑ Delivery normally within two weeks but please allow 28 days.

Order online at www.cmshop.today/KDB11

V2341

.
d
r
a
c
e
h
t
t
o
g
e
v
’
u
Yo
!
s
g
n
i
v
a
s
e
h
t
t
e
g
w
No

Simply swipe your AA Membership card or free AA Smartfuel
card at participating Caltex service stations and you’ll save
6 cents per litre when you spend $40 or more on petrol or
diesel to a maximum of 50 litres.
Terms and Conditions apply. Offer may be subject to change.
Visit AAsmartfuel.co.nz/caltex for details.

Your AA renewal

31 JAN

Member since

JAN 2010

3083 2600 3850 5446
AA Member
PERSONAL

