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NEW ZEALAND TRAVEL
Driving, cycling & walking

BE IN TO WIN

a Kiwi weekend away

GOING ELECTRIC

Where are we at with e-bikes?

Cape York

13 DAYS | CAIRNS - CAIRNS
Fully Accommodated
Departs May – Sep 2018

Arnhem Land

EARLYBIRD SALE

*

SAVE
$2000
per couple!

$9,495

FROM
pp twin share
Travel up the wild and sparsely populated Cape York Peninsula to the tip
of Australia on this unique 4WD adventure. New for 2018, explore the
incredible ‘Quinkan Galleries’, rated as one of the top ten art sites in the
world. Further north, explore the vast wilderness of Rinyirru (Lakeﬁeld)
National Park by 4WD and from the air on an included scenic helicopter
ﬂight. At Punsand Bay, enjoy a cultural
performance by Seisia Kayin Thithuil Dance
Group. Other highlights of the adventure
include a visit to AWC’s Piccaninny Plains
Wildlife Sanctuary, standing at the tip of the
continent at Pajinka, swimming in Fruit Bat Falls
and discovering the ancient Daintree along the
Bloomﬁeld Track. In the Torres Strait, discover
Horn & Thursday Islands, and enjoy a tour of Kazu
Pearl Farm on Friday Island. Travel in comfort
aboard a 5-star 4WD Mercedes Benz coach,
and stay in the region’s best accommodation
including unique wilderness camps & lodges.

Small groups

EARLYBIRD SALE

$12,195

Fly to
Perth

$12,295

1 Darwin

Seven Spirit Bay
Wilderness Lodge
Arnhem Land
Barramundi Lodge

Nhulunbuy (Gove)

2

2

Murwangi 2
Safari Camp

Award winning operator

Fully Inclusive

Central Australia

*

SAVE
$1600
per couple!

FROM
pp twin share
Follow in the footsteps of the East Kimberley
cattlemen on an extraordinary journey down the
world’s longest historic stock route. Spanning
four deserts, 1800kms and 51 wells, the
1 Broome
Lamboo
Canning Stock Route between Halls
1
Creek and Wiluna traverses
Canning’s 303 Marker
spectacular country that few
Well 46 1
1
people ever get to see. Travel
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in unique 4WD and 6WD
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Lake
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Mercedes Benz G Wagons,
Disappointment
Thring Rock
1
with exceptional passenger
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Newman 2 Well 24
comfort and unmatched
1 Durba Springs
capability. Most importantly,
McConkey Hill
enjoy hot showers and proper
1
Well
1
toilets for the duration of the
expedition!

*
SAVE
$2200
per couple!

Mount
Borradaile 2

Canning Stock Route

EARLYBIRD SALE

FROM
pp twin share
Immerse yourself in the world’s oldest living culture on this exclusive 12-day
adventure through Arnhem Land. Enjoy 6 nights in our luxurious wilderness
lodges including the iconic Seven Spirit Bay. Learn from Indigenous guides
who’ll share their knowledge and stories about their country. Cruise Port
Essington and enjoy a historical tour of the old Victoria Settlement. Fish for
Barramundi on the Liverpool and Tomkinson Rivers. Cruise pristine swamps,
creeks and billabongs. Spend 2 nights at Davidson’s Arnhem Land Safaris,
Mount Borradaile and discover ancient rock art sites, plus much more!
2

Mercedes Benz 4WD vehicles

16 DAYS | BROOME – PERTH
Deluxe Camping
Departs May – Sep 2018

12 DAYS | NHULUNBUY - DARWIN
Fully Accommodated
Departs May – Sep 2018

15 DAYS | ADELAIDE – DARWIN
Fully Accommodated
Departs May – Aug 2018

$9,645

EARLYBIRD SALE

*
SAVE
$1300
per couple!

FROM
pp twin share
Follow in the footsteps of one of Australia’s
greatest explorers: John McDouall Stuart. Head
north through the centre of Australia and visit
all the well-known and oﬀ the beaten track
attractions. Take an opal mine tour at Coober
Pedy, discover Uluru and Kata Tjuta and spend
two nights at Sails in the Desert Hotel at Ayers
Rock Resort, including the ‘Sounds of Silence’
dining experience. Visit Kings Canyon and the
West MacDonnell Ranges before spending 3
nights in Alice Springs. Enjoy local sightseeing,
including the Chambers Pillar and the Original
Outback Bush BBQ dinner show. Head further
north and trek across the Barkly Tablelands en route to Lorella Springs
Station on the Gulf of Carpentaria. Swim in pristine thermal springs and
explore the sandstone labyrinth of the ‘Lost City’ on a guided helicopter/
ground tour. Also includes Katherine River Gorge, Darwin and more!

2018
EARLYBIRD

SALE!

Book now for the
best oﬀers in the
outback!

The Kimberley

Enjoy an epic adventure with the pioneers of outback touring

Call 0800 805 265 for your
brochure & DVD, or go to
outbackspirittours.com.au
to request online & view videos

*Conditions apply. Fares based on earlybird and seasonal discounts applicable
to selected departure dates. Fares are in $NZD & inc. Australian GST. Fares can
ﬂuctuate due to exchange rate movements and are subject to precise exchange
rates at time of payment. Please enquire for more details. ACN 006 972 130

Exquisite Kimberley Adventure
15 DAYS | BROOME - BROOME
Fully Accommodated
Departures: MAY – SEP 2018

FROM

$10,995 *pp twin share

EARLYBIRD SALE

Ngauwudu Safari Camp
Mitchell Plateau

*

SAVE
$2200
per couple!
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Explore this sensational wilderness frontier with the Outback’s
Number 1 small group tour operator. Travel through the heart of
the Kimberley and stay in the region’s best wilderness camps and
lodges, including our very own Ngauwudu Safari Camp on the
Mitchell Plateau. Explore the central Kimberley with an exclusive
2-night stay at Mornington Wildlife Sanctuary, an 800,000 acre
naturalist’s paradise on the upper Fitzroy Catchment. Journey along
the infamous Gibb River Road and explore pristine gorges including
Bell, Galvans and Windjana and view exquisite Gwion Gwion and
Wandjina rock art on a guided walk to the Mitchell Falls. Discover the
massive tides of the Kimberley Coast aboard an exhilarating half day
adventure to the Horizontal Falls, with a seaplane landing on Talbot
Bay and Jet-boat ride through the falls! Also includes the Bungle
Bungles, El Questro, Geikie Gorge, Tunnel Creek and much more.

Mitchell Falls
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Broome

THE KIMBERLEY
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ALSO AVAILABLE
17 Day adventure including Cape Leveque, from $12,095pp* twin share
18 Day Kimberley & Top End Adventure, from $12,755pp* twin share

MORE
POWER

MORE
SPACE

MORE
LUXURY

APROPOS 33234

The new 2018 CR-V has been completely
redesigned from the ground up, with more
power, space, luxury, safety and tech than
ever before. Also available in a 7-seater
for the first time, every model offers as
standard, an all-new turbocharged Engine,
18” Alloys, Navigation, Electric Tailgate,
improved Fuel Economy, 5 Year Warranty
with unlimited kms and much more.
This is a CR-V you’ll want to see more of.
From $37,900+ORC

Visit honda.co.nz or search ‘MORE CRV’

MORE
TECH
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RAD1968

When you choose to make a Metlifecare retirement village home, you can look
forward to more family gatherings, more celebrations, more activity, more adventure,
more independence, more control and many more friends in your address book.

For a free info pack visit
metlifecare.co.nz or call
us on 0800 909 303.

FROM THE TOP

THE FOURTH ELEMENT
IN THE RUN UP to this year’s election it
was pleasing that all political parties
embraced the need to invest in safer
drivers, safer cars or safer roads.
It has long been known that, in a
proper balance, this trio of factors –
insufficient individually – multiply
each other in a road safety equation
that can make a significant difference.
It’s not sufficient to invest in safer
cars without investing in safer drivers,
or safer drivers without investing in
safer roads. All play a role.
I say this mindful that our road toll
has been rising alarmingly recently,
as our roads become busier. This
increase in traffic is not just in our
cities, or only on main highways. It is

throughout the country, on provincial
highways and even affecting back
country roads. Promises to improve
our safety infrastructure is therefore
music to our ears.
Our hope is that some of this muchneeded spend goes into building more
passing lanes on our roads. In this
issue of AA Directions, on p.36, we
have a story on safe passing and the
need for the network to have passing
lanes at more regular intervals. In a
country such as ours with so many
winding roads, heavy stock trucks and
slow camper vans, passing lanes and
slow vehicle bays have a crucial role in
reducing impatience and improving
safety and travel times.

But having expressed that hope,
I believe it’s time to focus on another
factor: a fourth factor in the mix. In a
word: courtesy. The valuable investment
in infrastructure is lost if people don’t
know how to use it properly.
It often astounds me how New
Zealanders seem to change when
they are behind the wheel. We have
a reputation for friendly hospitality
around the world, but many Kiwis
suddenly become unnecessarily
aggressive when driving. Courtesy
seems to go out the window.
Nowhere is this lack of courtesy
clearer than on passing lanes. We all
see aggressive and impatient tailgating,
but we also see slow drivers who have
been holding up traffic suddenly speed
up when they reach a passing lane.
As the road rule advice on p.14 says, a
passing lane is not a signal to speed up
but to pull left and let others go.
But this doesn’t only apply to
passing lanes. Lack of courtesy also
impacts on the safety and effectiveness
of our motorways as people weave and
merge badly, and at roundabouts and
intersections with a lack of signalling.
Courtesy multiplies safety benefits
or, put another way, lack of courtesy
can waste the many millions spent on
infrastructure.
I suspect part of the problem is that,
for many years, our approach to driver
education has been focused on rules
and limits rather than taking a broader
view of sharing the road. Perhaps this
has encouraged us to think less about
road conditions and those we share
the road with.
With more and more traffic on our
roads, we have to get more courteous
toward fellow drivers and other road
users. As drivers in other countries
have already discovered, increased
courtesy not only magnifies the effect
of improved infrastructure, it also
improves road safety and the joy of
driving for everyone.
Brian Gibbons
CHIEF EXECUTIVE
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EDITORIAL TEAM
Kathryn Webster
Monica Tischler
DESIGN AND ART DIRECTION
Julian Pettitt, Senior Designer
at Jetplane Content

In readiness for summer, we decided to share
ideas on keeping the holiday season stress-free
and simple. That might mean resisting the
urge to plan; spontaneity is a perfectly viable
option. However, planning is essential for
major accomplishments, which is what getting
rid of New Zealand's pests would be. But
having talked to the experts, we're full of hope.

HOW TO REACH US
EDITORIAL
AA Directions,
Level 16, AA Centre,
99 Albert St, Auckland Central
PO Box 5, Auckland, 1140
Ph: 09 966 8800
Fax: 09 966 8975
Email: editor@aa.co.nz

Kathryn Webster

EDITOR

CONTRIBUTORS
ALEXIA SANTAMARIA
Alexia has worked with words for more than two decades. She initially
taught English to foreign students in New Zealand and Japan and, for
the last ten years, has worked as a freelance journalist for several New
Zealand publications. Alexia loves exploring new places and meeting
people. Her latest venture took her to a holiday park where she enjoyed
a weekend with her family (p.24). Alexia travels overseas a few times a
year to research stories and has lived in London, Glasgow, Narita and
Nice, and has concluded New Zealand is the best place to call home.

ADVERTISING
Megan Keene,
AA Tourism Publishing,
Level 1, 61 Constellation Drive,
Mairangi Bay,
Auckland, 0632
Mob: 027 563 0421
Ph: 09 927 2612
Email: mkeene@aa.co.nz
SUBSCRIPTIONS AND
MEMBERSHIP ENQUIRIES:
Ph: 0800 500 444
ISSN 1171-0179
Published three times a year
Circulation ABC Audit 621,731
Readership AC Nielsen 859,000
PRODUCTION BY:
Jetplane Content, Auckland
PRINTED BY:
Webstar, Auckland

MARK SMITH
Mark’s career began in photo-journalism, working for the Hawke’s Bay
Herald Tribune and the New Zealand Herald before going freelance.
Spending too many hours behind a desk processing and managing
files (the modern darkroom) prompted Mark to start Photos Inc, a
business that offers contemporary New Zealand photography for lease
or purchase. While Mark enjoys the fascinating places photography
takes him, his favourite part of the job is sharing time with the people
he meets. Several of Mark’s photos feature in this issue, including of
fisherman, Bill Hohepa, (p.10) and foodie, Nadia Lim, (p.49).

CLOE WILLETTS
Cloe is a Wellington-based journalist, columnist, blogger and travel
writer. She started her career in community reporting and received the
New Zealand Media and Entertainment Community Junior Reporter of
the Year award for 2014/15. She’s since had work published in multiple
New Zealand publications. When Cloe's not busy juggling a writing career
with mothering her young and equally inquisitive daughter, she’ll be on
the beach near her home on the Kapiti Coast, enjoying the sunshine and
dreaming of her next adventure. Cloe’s story for AA Directions, on p.27, is
about a train journey from Wellington to Auckland.

YOUR PRIVACY: This magazine may contain advertisements for products or services that are available through the AA. The provider may
be the Association itself, a subsidiary of the Association, or a third party either under contract or a joint venture partner of the Association.
Understand that any information provided by you may be used by the AA for administrative purposes and for the purpose of providing you
with information relating to products and services from time to time. Where any Membership is an associate of another Membership, then
products and services may be offered to both Members jointly or singly. We are always alert to opportunities for products or services to be
made available as a benefit to Members, but if you prefer not to receive such personally addressed information, please write and tell us. The
Association keeps a database of Members under its control and you have the right to see or correct any personal information that is held about
you. If you wish to make an enquiry concerning a privacy issue, communicate with the Association Secretary, AA, PO Box 5, Auckland, 1140
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ON THE COVER
Photography by Alistair Guthrie,
design by Julian Pettitt

NOTE: The views of contributing
writers are not necessarily those
of AA Directions or the AA. While
AA Directions makes every effort
to ensure that no misleading
claims are made by advertisers,
responsibility cannot be accepted by
AA Directions or the AA for the failure
of any product or service to give
satisfaction. Inclusion of a product or
service should not be construed as
endorsement of it by AA Directions or
by the Automobile Association.

LETTERS

Change making
Thank you AA Directions for
providing a focus in the last
issue on organ donation.
Until our daughter died
suddenly two years ago from
a brain aneurysm, we had
no idea of the end-to-end
organ donation process, and
its profound implications
for the four men who would
eventually receive some of our
daughter’s organs.
We would like to encourage
all AA Members to sit down
and have a meaningful,
informed conversation about
what everyone would do if
given the chance to donate
their organs, and for everyone
else in the family to commit
to honouring their wishes if
the situation arises.
Organ Donation NZ has
lots of material to help with
this process and you will
be richer as a family for
embarking on this journey.
Unfortunately, at present a
tick on your licence is not
sufficient to ensure your
wishes are carried out.
ROBIN & MAUREEN GUNSTON
PORIRUA

YOUR SAY
In the last issue of AA Directions we
asked Members whether a deceased
person’s family should be able to override
their choice to be an organ donor.

NO: 89%

YES: 11%
New Zealand aims to be pest free by 2050.
Are you backyard trapping?
Go to aadirections.co.nz to reply yes, or no.
See p.30 for the background story.

Belt up
Concerning It’s not Clicking (AA Directions, winter 2017),
I have a 2015 manual Toyota Corolla which will not start
unless the clutch is depressed.
Surely car manufacturers could incorporate a similar
factor regarding seat belts, to the effect that the car will
not start unless the front belts are ‘clicked’.
As all modern cars have computers, surely this could
be achieved.

Driving art
In The power of Art
(AA Directions winter, 2017),
the writer describes how art
in regional centres can inspire
fresh and educative insights
and, for many, is a main
reason to travel to an area.
What if there were
examples of bold and
imaginative art along the
way? I refer to large sculptures
or land art set near the
highway on a prominent
rise or hill, so as to afford
maximum viewing impact.
Examples overseas are
the ‘Angel of the North,’
a 20m-high sculpture in
northeast England, and the
twin horse head sculptures
known as ‘The Kelpies,’ each
30m high, at Falkirk near
Edinburgh.
New Zealand has some of
the most beautiful landscapes
and contours in the world,
which would lend themselves
to such arresting sculptures.
What a boost to tourism they
would create.
PETER WATT

HAVELOCK NORTH

DELIA WICKHAM
NEW PLYMOUTH

Slowing down
At the ripe old age of 93, and
an AA Member since 1960
(and totally accident free),
I would like to suggest an idea
to help prevent accidents at
railway crossings. Install two
metal judder bars prior to the
crossing, thus forcing vehicles
to slow down and take notice
that a train might be coming.
Why two? Well the first one
is a warning and the second
one means business, and by
this time the vehicle will have
slowed down.

Concerning rail safety, level
crossing accidents could be
virtually eliminated by fitting
yellow flashing lights to all
trains, to be going at all times.
These lights can be seen for
miles.

NGAIRE DUNCAN

JOHN FENSOM

NORTH SHORE, AUCKLAND

On track

GREYMOUTH

Join the conversation online. Follow AA New Zealand on Facebook or Twitter @NZAA
We welcome feedback and views on articles in AA Directions, and on any issues affecting motorists. Because of the volume of mail we
receive, letters cannot be personally acknowledged. Only a selection can be published and they may be edited or abbreviated for print.
WRITE TO: The Editor, AA Directions, PO Box 5, Auckland, 1140 or email editor@aa.co.nz.
SUMMER 2017
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PHOTOGRAPH BY MARK SMITH

COMPASS

Q&A

A tide clock hangs on the wall of Bill Hohepa’s seaside
Auckland home. “Now’s a good time to go for a fish,” he says,
glancing at it. But lunch is ready. Monica Tischler discusses
the art of a good catch with the fishing guru between
mouthfuls of home-cooked snapper.

You’ve produced the Maori Fishing
Calendar for many years. How do you
predict the conditions?
The moon’s position in the sky
determines whether you’ll have success
on the water. The best time to go fishing
is on the full moon, and the worst is
either side of full or new moons. It’s all
to do with the current. The stronger
the current, the less likely you’ll hook a
fish, as they’re hiding. You’ll have more
chance catching something when you’re
fishing at what I call ‘bite time’: when the
moon is at a 2 o'clock position in the sky.
What environmental factors indicate
good fishing?
Fish can sense a storm rolling in. They
come out in large numbers to feed
beforehand, so if you go out on the water
about six hours before it hits, you’re
likely to fill your boat. Look at what sea
birds are doing. Gannets can see 20m
below the surface. If they’re circling
and diving, it means they’re feeding.
Sooty shearwaters pick up on vibrations
and will head to a work up. If you see a
flock heading west, make sure you’ve
got plenty of fuel and follow them.
White-fronted terns eat small bait fish.
If you see them bouncing on the water’s
surface, it often means kahawai are
around. Look for shags if you like to fish
from the shore. If there are a dozen on
the rocks, that’s the spot to be. Shags eat

sprats and piper, and there will likely be
bigger fish also feeding on them. Another
tip is to look for feathers on the water;
that indicates a work up and fish are
likely to be there.
Where does your knowledge come from?
From more than 50 years of fishing.
Nobody’s ever taught me. I read Elsdon
Best’s book, Fishing Methods and Devices
of the Maori and kept a diary, recording
and establishing patterns. One of my
earliest memories is buying a piper net
at 12 years old, carrying the bait fish in a
sugar sack and biking to Auckland Zoo
where I’d sell it as animal food. In 1968 a
friend suggested I write a fishing column
for Auckland’s 8 O’Clock newspaper.
I’ve since written eight books, made 20
videos and DVDs, and established Camp
Hohepa, teaching children the art of
fishing.
What are your tips for landing a catch
this summer?
I’d tell the children at Camp Hohepa that
fish are put off by a bad attitude. The first
camp rule was “eyebrows up.” Fish pick
up on anger and grumpiness and they’ll
stay away from you. The perfect example
of this is when you’ve had a rubbish day
on the water, having not caught a single
fish, and then you’ll pop your rod in the
holder, grab the thermos for a cuppa, and
breathe a sigh of relaxation. Suddenly,
you’ll get bites.
SUMMER 2017
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Q&A
How do you predict this summer’s fishing to be?
Christmas Day will likely be the best day to go
fishing; not many others will be on the water.
Come Boxing Day, every man and his dog will
probably be out, right up until mid-January. With
jet skis and water skiers, it’s going to be noisy on
the water and fish will be spooked. The answer
to this: go night fishing, or head to quieter places.
You may have better luck fishing off the rocks
than by boat.
The theme for this issue is enjoying summer at
ease. What’s your advice for easy fishing?
Fish off a wharf, rocks or beach near the bach or
camping ground where you’re staying. Buy a small
bait catcher or net, and use fresh fish as bait. If
you’re buying it, I’d suggest piper or yellowtail.

SAVING LIVES

TOGETHER

BE IN TO

WIN!

Heritage Collection, part of the Heritage Hotel
Group, offers special accommodation options
around New Zealand. Heritage Collection
properties are located in Paihia, Auckland’s
Waitakere Ranges, Rotorua, Taupo, Gisborne,
Marlborough, Kaikoura, Akaroa and Cromwell.
AA Directions and Heritage Collection have a
two-night stay to give away to an AA Member.
To be in to win, send your name and contact
details to Weekend Away, AA Directions,
PO Box 5, Auckland 1140 or enter online at
aadirections.co.nz by November 30, 2017.
T&Cs: The Heritage Collection prize is for two nights for
up to two people in a standard room or equivalent.
Conditions apply. Booking is subject to availability. Return
travel to the destination, meals and incidentals are not
included. Prize is not exchangeable for cash.
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This summer, BP will celebrate 50 years’ association
with Surf Life Saving New Zealand. It’s believed to be the
longest unbroken commercial partnership in the country.
In 1968, the oil company was called
Europa; it donated a surf boat (Miss
Europa) to Wellington’s Worser Bay
Surf Life Saving Club. In April of that
year, five lifeguards from that club
rowed Miss Europa out to help save
lives from the sinking Wahine ferry
(pictured below). That tragic event,
which resulted in 53 lives lost (and 683
lives saved), inspired Europa to get
more involved and the relationship
with Surf Life Saving NZ was
launched. Originally they sponsored
jet boats, medical scholarships and
club equipment. In the 1980s jet
boats were replaced with more
versatile inflatable rescue boats

(IRBs); in 1990 Europa became BP and
the relationship grew stronger.
Every year, BP donates a new IRB to
one of the 74 Surf Life Saving Clubs in
New Zealand. As there’s a BP store in
almost every community where a club
operates, BP is able to support at a
local level with fuel supplies and, as
well as providing financial support to
the national body, it supports the BP
Rescue of the Month programme with
fuel cards as prizes. The company also
supports the BP Leaders for Life
programme, launched in 2014 to
encourage the development of
leadership skills in clubs.
Since the partnership began 50
years ago, more than 54,000 lives
have been saved by Surf Lifeguards;
BP-sponsored IRBs have been
involved in more than 22,000 rescues.
“We’re really proud of the positive
impact BP’s involvement continues to
have in saving lives on New Zealand
beaches,” Managing Director of BP,
Debi Boffa, says. “The courage shown
by lifeguards is truly inspirational.”

COMPASS

Saying it with flowers
About 3,000 streets in New Zealand
commemorate our military history. The
names reflect battles fought, men lost
and overseas war-time places. Now those
street names are being more clearly
recognised and acknowledged by the
Poppy Places Trust’s Remembrance
Project, as part of the centenary
commemorations of the First World War.
The idea is to grow awareness of
the stories behind the street names
and ensure those stories are kept safe
by adding the iconic poppy flower to
the signs. Anyone keen to know more
about a street sign adorned with the
commemorative poppy can go to the
Trust’s website to learn more.
“Too often only a small and shrinking
number of citizens are aware of the
significance of the naming of many of
the streets in our country. This project
will help communities find these places
and the reason for their naming,” project
manager, Joe Bolton, says.

It’s an ongoing project; people
can have streets or places they know
have been named for militarilyhistoric reasons added to it. Once a
place name’s inclusion in the Poppy
Places' list has been accepted, a story
revealing its personal history can be
added to the website. Researching,
presenting and celebrating the
stories are often community efforts,
encouraging involvement with schools
and collaboration between groups and
individuals with stories to share.
“To date we have in excess of 100
places registered with the Trust and 64
stories have been written.
There are many and
varied reasons for
naming streets.
In Upper Hutt,
just after WW2
a local Councillor
was influential in
naming four streets:

Oxford, Whitley, Hudson and Ventura.
The link here was that these four
streets were named after WW2 bomber
aircraft and are named in honour of the
councillor’s son and all others who flew
bombers during the war,” Joe says.
AA Members who believe their street
may belong on the Poppy Places' list, or
wish to become involved in the research
and writing stories of a poppy place
should contact their local council to
confirm their support of the project, then
email the Poppy Places Trust at
info@poppyplaces.nz
More details and Poppy Places' stories
can be found at poppyplaces.nz

Quality care in local communities.
CHT Is one of New Zealand’s leading aged care providers with
over 50 years experience. CHT rest homes and hospitals are
carefully designed to meet the needs of our residents and
provide a place where family and friends are welcome.

Auckland • Waikato • Bay of Plenty

www.cht.co.nz
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ROAD RULES

HOW TO PASS SAFELY

Dangerous passing can lead to serious crashes on our roads. Two per cent of all fatal crashes, and three
per cent of serious injury crashes are as a result of overtaking or unsafe lane changes. Drivers stuck behind
slower vehicles can get frustrated and then try risky overtaking manoeuvres. Passing lanes and slow
vehicle bays offer the safest opportunity for drivers to overtake slower vehicles.

1

2

Passing lanes
When approaching a passing lane: The AA recommends regularly
checking your mirrors and, if you have several vehicles behind you,
signalling left and moving into the left lane as soon as possible. Watch
your speedometer and don’t let your speed creep up when you get to
a passing lane. You may even need to slow down to allow as many
following vehicles to pass as possible.
The Road Code advises that before passing, make sure you will be
able to see at least 100m of clear road ahead once you have finished
passing. Check behind (both your mirrors and blind spots) to make
sure there are no vehicles overtaking you. Signal for three seconds

before overtaking, and then check that you can see the vehicle in your
rear view mirror and signalling for another three seconds before
pulling in front of the vehicle you've passed.

At the end of a passing lane
The best way to merge is like a zip, whereby drivers let one vehicle from
the other lane go first, and then go. Vehicles in the outer lane don’t have
priority. Vehicles in the left lane should signal right, and vehicles in the
right lane should signal left (1).
The same rules apply to motorway and expressway on-ramps (2).
If you are travelling in the left lane, watch for traffic on the approaching
on-ramps, be prepared to merge, and don’t speed up.
If you are using an on-ramp to enter a motorway or expressway, the
Road Code recommends matching your speed to that of the main
traffic. Use the whole length of the on-ramp to adjust your speed;
don't change speed suddenly just as you enter. Signal right for at
least three seconds and don’t enter the road at a sharp angle.

3
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Slow vehicle bays are like passing lanes, but much shorter (3). They
are often located on hilly and winding roads where there isn’t room
for a long passing lane. If you have traffic behind you, you should
keep left and pull into the slow vehicle bay and allow others to pass.
Slow vehicle bays aren’t just for trucks, tractors or cars towing. They
are for anyone travelling slower than other traffic. You should
regularly check your mirrors and, if there are several vehicles behind
you, pull into the slow vehicle bay and slow down, if it is safe to do so,
to give the other traffic a chance to pass safely. Some bays are called
stopping bays for that purpose, but the same rules apply: if there is
traffic behind you, pull in and stop and wait until the traffic has
passed before re-entering the lane.
See nzta.govt.nz/roadcode for more information.

ILLUSTRATIONS BY COURTNEY HOPKINSON

Slow vehicle bays

EARLY EMU
DEALS

Thursday
Island

Tip of Cape York

Book Before
31 December 2017

Weipa

N O R T H E R N T E R R I TO RY

4WD Coach Adventures | Scenic Flights
Iconic Rail Journeys

FLY / RAIL
PACKAGE

OUTBACK GETAWAY

Winton

6 Day – Outback Getaway

LONGREACH PACKAGE WITH WINTON DAY TOUR

Camden Park
Station
LONGREACH 4

Overnight First Class Rail Brisbane to Longreach  4 nights accom, all entries &
most meals  Outback Stockman’s Dinner & Show  School of the Air  Qantas
Founders Museum & Jets Tour  Drover’s Sunset Cruise  Smithy’s Outback
Dinner & Show  Australian Age of Dinosaurs  Winton Tour & Waltzing Matilda
Centre  Stockman’s Hall of Fame  Camden Park Station Sunset Dinner Tour 
Historic Wellshot Hotel Dinner  Economy one way flight Longreach to Brisbane

Ilfracombe
QUEENSLAND

BRISBANE

Brisbane
to Brisbane

Departs Saturdays 01 Apr 2018 to
31 Mar 2019 subject to availability

NEW SOUTH WALES

SAVE
$200PP

[$2606*]

PP Twin
Share

FLY
FREE
SYDNEY
Wollongong

Thursday
Island

Tip of Cape York

9 Day – Outback Overlander

Thursday
Island

Lake Barrine 1 CAIRNS

1 Undara Lava Tubes
Porcupine Gorge
Hughenden

Tip of Cape York

Weipa

17 Day – Journey of the Gulf Savannah
INCLUDES ICONIC RAIL JOURNEYS & SCENIC FLIGHT

Winton 1

LONGREACH 2

OUTBACK
OVERLANDER

Sweers Island
Karumba
3

2 Carnarvon Gorge
QUEENSLAND

SOUTH
AUSTRALIA

BRISBANE

Toowoomba 1

Hill
2 Lawn
Gorge

Luxury 4WD coach Cairns to Brisbane via Outback
NEW SOUTH WALES
Queensland
 8 nights accom, all entries & meals  Lake
Barrine Cruise  Woodleigh Station & Undara Lava
Tubes tour  Porcupine Gorge National Park  Waltzing
Matilda Centre  Darriveen Station Homestead 
Australian Stockman’s Hall of Fame & Outback Stockman’s
Show  Qantas Founders Museum  Rosebank Station
Morning Tea  Drover’s Sunset Cruise with Smithy’s
Outback Dinner & Show  Carvarvon Gorge National
Park & Guided Walks to Moss Garden & Baloon Cave 
Toowoomba’s Queens Park & Ju Raku En Japanese Garden

N O R T H E R N T E R R I TO RY

N O R T H E R N T E R R I TO RY

INCLUDES NATIONAL PARKS & OUTBACK STATIONS

SYDNEY

Wollongong

Departs 07 Jul, 28 Jul,
15 Sep, 13 Oct 2018

Cairns to
Brisbane

[$4449*]

PP Twin
Share

Bullock
Creek 1 CAIRNS

2
Mt Surprise
3
Cobbold Gorge

2
Mt Isa Cloncurry
JOURNEY OF THE
GULF SAVANNAH

Richmond
1
Hughenden
QUEENSLAND

Winton

LONGREACH 2

Economy Flight Brisbane to Longreach  Luxury 4WD coach Longreach to Cairns
 16 nights accom, all entries & meals  Stockman’s Hall of Fame  Qantas Founders
Museum  Drover’s Sunset Cruise  Outback at Isa Gallery  Lawn Hill Gorge
Cruise & Sunset Tour  Scenic Flight from Lawn Hill to Karumba  Croc & Crab BRISBANE
Sunset Dinner Cruise  Gulflander & Savannahlander Scenic Rail  Cobbold Gorge
NEW
SOUTH WALES
Cruise & Station Tour  Undara Lava Tubes Tour  Lake Barrine
Cruise
Departs 11 Apr, 2 May, 6 & 20 Jun,
11 Jul, 8 & 29 Aug, 26 Sep, 10 Oct 2018

Brisbane
to Cairns

[$10410*]

PP Twin
Share

Call 0800 78 78 90

SYDNEY
Wollongong

Email info@oat.net.au or visit www.outbackaussietours.com.au
OR book through your local travel agent
*Conditions Apply. Prices and Early Emu savings are in NZD and include Australian GST. Prices are correct as at 05 September 2017, but may fluctuate due to changes in
international exchange rates. Prices are inclusive of Early Emu deals, based on two people travelling together in twin share accommodation for bookings made by 31 December 2017.
Subject to availability, not combinable, available on new bookings only and may be withdrawn at any time. View full tour terms and conditions on www.outbackaussietours.com.au

COMPASS

Electric Direction

OUR STORY
This beautifully illustrated visual history of New Zealand is
one of those books all homes should have. Richly textured
with scenes from the beginning of Aotearoa to urban life
today, it presents our country’s character with a gloriously
colourful, playful hand, in compelling detail. Clever,
award-winning illustrator Gavin Bishop has created a classic.
AA Directions has five copies of Aotearoa:
The New Zealand Story (Penguin; RRP $40) to give away.
To be in the draw, send your name and contact details to
Aotearoa story, AA Directions, PO Box 5, Auckland 1140
or enter online at aadirections.co.nz by November 30, 2017.
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With the future steering toward electric, this year’s New Zealand Car
of the Year awards has a new category to include electric vehicles.
AA Motoring Services General Manager, Stella Stocks, says the time
is right to include an EV best in class category.
“We considered it over the last two years, but the market wasn’t
quite ready for it,” she says. “Now more vehicles are becoming
available from a variety of manufacturers which means competition is
really starting to build.”
While EVs aren’t new to the Car of the Year line-up, with the BMW i3
taking top honours in 2015, a whole new category has been created to
reflect growing market interest and the increasing number of vehicles
available. The Car of the Year is announced soon. Vehicles are selected
from a top 10 list of finalists chosen by a panel of experts. To be
eligible, the car must have been released in New Zealand between
October 2016 and September 2017.
The Best in Class awards are selected from any new car on sale in
each category and include best small/compact car, best sports car
and best luxury car, to name a few.
New Zealand’s safest car of 2017, based on Australasian New Car
Assessment Programme (ANCAP) crash test results, will be announced
at Auckland’s December 12 event. So too will the People’s Choice
award. Votes open on November 1 for all motorists to have their say
on which of the top ten finalists they think is the best. See aa.co.nz for
more information and to vote. Entrants go in the draw to win a
nine-day Pacific Islands cruise for two.

All things floral
Mastering the perfect hanging basket, creating enviable
landscape designs and sustainable backyard projects are
all part of this year’s Powerco Taranaki Garden Spectacular.
The festival celebrates 30 years this month and features
close to 50 gardens across Taranaki as well as a variety of
events. The original rhododendron festival began in 1987
as a community garden event and has since blossomed.
Jenny Oakley is renowned for her hanging basket
demonstrations, and has had her Manaia
garden in the festival since it launched.
“There have been tweaks to the
festival each year to improve
the visitor experience,
because that’s what it’s all
about,” she says.
The festival runs from
October 27 to November 5.
See gardenfestnz.co.nz
for more.

BACK ON TRACK
Almost a year after the
destructive earthquake,
Kaikoura has mostly
recovered and the main route
to and from it will be fully
open by Christmas.

Currently, State Highway 1 (SH1) from
Christchurch to Kaikoura is driveable
only four days a week from morning
until evening, but the North Canterbury
Transport Infrastructure Recovery
(NCTIR) alliance has confirmed
the main road from Christchurch to
Kaikoura and through to Picton will open
in December.
More than 1,500 workers have been
busy on what has been described as
New Zealand’s greatest civil engineering
project, reconstructing the main road
and rail network and improving the
inland and alternative highways. Nine
major slips buried part of SH1 and the

rail line north of Kaikoura; workers
have cleared massive amounts of trees
and rocks, stabilised cliffs and hillsides,
constructed mesh protection systems,
built seawalls, bridges and new pullover
and photograph areas; collectively a huge
effort resulting in a better, stronger and
faster route.
Some positives have come to Kaikoura
itself, too. The improved road and rail
links are more robust and able to better
cope with future natural events and, as
a plus for the town’s tourism focus, a
60km separated cycleway and walkway
between Okiwi Bay and Mangamaunu
has been built. Improved access to the
iconic coastline also comes with the
opening of a new marina at South Bay in
November to accommodate commercial
and recreational vessels far better than
pre-quake, and to provide better cruise
infrastructure for passengers.
The uplifted seabed has created a

deeper, longer foreshore and a new surf
beach. Newly exposed rock formations,
similar to the Moeraki Boulders but
smaller, are among several intriguing
sites attracting geology and marine
science enthusiasts. Seals can be easily
seen and photographed at three main
colonies: Ohau Point, Whalers Bay and
Point Kean, including teenage pups
now congregating at Point Kean. The
changed coastline also means that
visitors can take fascinating low-tide
walks a kilometre out across the seabed
at Point Kean, and walk at low tide all
the way around the peninsula.
KiwiRail hopes to recommence the
Coastal Pacific rail experience for
passengers travelling between Picton,
Kaikoura and Christchurch in February.
It is already transporting freight on
the main trunk line. Prior to travelling,
motorists can check the status of roads at
journeys.nzta.govt.nz/traffic

Book now at greatjourneysofnz.co.nz

SUMMER 2017
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WHAT
MEMBERS
THINK

An important part of the AA is
representing our Members’ views and
being a champion for changes that will
make their travel better and safer.

Save our kauri

To do that we need to know what
people think about a range of issues,
and so we are regularly sending email
surveys to 20,000 or more randomly
selected Members.

Kauri dieback is a deadly disease specific to
New Zealand kauri and can kill trees of all ages.

Microscopic spores in the soil infect kauri roots and damage the tissues that carry
nutrients within the tree. Infected trees show a range of symptoms, including
yellowing of foliage, loss of leaves, canopy thinning, dead branches and lesions that
bleed gum at the base of the trunk. Nearly all infected kauri die. In the past ten
years, kauri dieback has killed thousands of kauri in New Zealand.
Scientists are working to find control tools for this disease but at this stage,
there is no known treatment.
In an effort to stop the spread of it, the Department of Conservation has closed
some tracks on conservation land, upgraded tracks to stop mud transfer, and
created cleaning stations for walkers to rid their boots and shoes of dirt.
To help stop the spread of kauri dieback, DOC asks that people:
• Not walk on kauri tree roots
• Stay on defined tracks
• Scrub any soil and mud off footwear before and
after visiting kauri forest. Infected trees may not
show it; you can’t assume anywhere is free of kauri
dieback. If you’re in the upper North Island and in
native bush, it’s likely you’ll be near kauri.

Because so many people across New
Zealand are AA Members, we can use
the results from these surveys to show
authorities what the majority of the
public think – on everything from speed
limit changes and fuel prices to public
transport and the environment.
Each issue of AA Directions will now
feature some interesting results from
recent surveys, and to start off we look
at whether people enjoy driving.

73%

of AA Members like or love driving
(78% men / 68% women)

79%

drive every day.

Environment matters
What is the environmental impact of
printing and delivering this magazine?
We know that this matters to many
AA Members and we share that concern.
AA Directions is printed by Webstar, one
of New Zealand's largest printers. Webstar
makes a genuine effort to keep its
environmental impact under control.
Reducing its carbon footprint and
improving environmental sustainability is
always on the company’s agenda.
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Webstar works closely with paper
suppliers to ensure only accredited stock
is sourced. It has a philosophy that for
every tree used to make high-quality
paper, at least three more replace it. The
company recycles 99% of its solid waste
and has managed to reduce residual
waste to landfill by 60%.
It’s this consciousness that’s seen
Webstar awarded an Enviro-mark
certification of diamond status, the

highest standard, as well as the Green
Ribbon Award for Waste Minimisation.
Your Directions magazine is delivered in
recyclable wrapping, which can be placed
in soft plastic recycling bins located at
participating supermarkets and stores
across the country as part of the Love NZ
Soft Plastics Programme.
See recycling.kiwi.nz/solutions to find
recycle bins near you.

FEATURE

Why make life harder than it needs to be?
Here are 10 ways to simplify summer.
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PHOTOGRAPH BY ALISTAIR GUTHRIE

WALKING IS ONE of our most popular activities.
And when you consider how spoilt we are for choice
of glorious walking tracks, it’s no surprise.
Short walks are particularly attractive. A little
over 75% of surveyed Kiwis said they preferred short
walks. They’re easy, they’re quick and they can be
tackled relatively spontaneously. Woken to a nice
summer’s day? Grab your walking shoes, a bottle
of water, a sunhat and go. Getting a bit tired of the
long-distance drive? Stop, lock your car, and take a
short walk around a lake, to a waterfall or to a view.
The Department of Conservation calls tracks
that take between 30 minutes and three hours short
walks. Together with Tourism New Zealand, they’ve
identified 14 of New Zealand’s best short walks,
ranging from the three-hour return up Northland’s
Mt Manaia, the bush walk to Wainui Falls in
Golden Bay, the loop around Lake Matheson west
of Fox Glacier and the half-hour walk to the Blue
Pools in Haast Pass. Look out for details of DOC’s
recommended short walks due to be revealed in time
for summer. See doc.govt.nz/shortwalks

SOMETHING TO CELEBRATE? Decide
on the date, send out invitations,
prepare the menu, shop, clean
your house in readiness and
spend all day cooking. Host your
guests and then, once they’ve
departed, spend another hour or
two cleaning up.
Or invite everyone to join you
at a park or beach. Everyone
brings food to share, their own
rugs and cushions and maybe
a cricket set to keep the kids
entertained. Many public places
have picnic tables and some have
barbecues with fuel, even. You can
get organised about what people
bring so that not everyone turns

PHOTOGRAPH BY SHELLIE EVAN

up with potato salad, but once
that’s done, you get to enjoy the
company and location as much as
everyone else.
You’re not responsible for any
of it. Special diets are managed
by whoever has those special
needs; even issues of time
schedules are sorted, as the
relaxed nature of the pot-luck
picnic means people can come
and go as they need to.
You share a beautiful day
in the shade of a blossoming
pohutukawa tree with people you
want to share it with, then go
home with happy memories and
only your dishes to wash. Easy.
SUMMER 2017
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WHEN CAPTAIN Nevill-Jackson bought
his 14-hectare piece of paradise in
Auckland’s Waitakere Ranges, there
wasn’t much of a city to get away from.
It was 1940; New Zealand’s population
hovered around 1.6 million. Aerial
photographs of the city show tracts of
undeveloped land. It took the airline
pilot three days to cut through the bush
to a plateau, where he built a bachelor
pad out of aeroplane packing cases.
Now, Auckland is a more crowded
beast; one that it’s essential to escape and
unwind from, even if just for a weekend.
So Rob and I leave our city-fringe flat
and head to the site of Captain NevillJackson’s home, just 35 minutes away.
It is now Waitakere Estate, part of
the Heritage Hotel’s boutique Heritage
Collection. Brothers Reg and Hugh own
and run the 20-room hotel, which has
evolved from their father’s bachelor pad
to family home to rainforest retreat.
Up here, the air has a delicious
coolness. Sunlight picks out shades and
shapes of green, from khaki leaves to
verdant fronds. Rob and I wander along
the Ridge Track, a private 15-minute walk
dipping down into native bush. We spot
waxeyes, fantails, tui; apparently grey
warblers and tomtits visit too.
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Unusually, my food intolerances are
like catnip to head chef Kamal. “I like
a challenge!” he says, after spotting
me and double-checking my dietary
requirements. Those with eating
restrictions are well looked after here.
That evening over dinner, looking out
the picture windows, the city seems alive
in the distance: lights shimmering like a
million lighthouses. Yet over breakfast,
the city looks frozen in the sunlight.
Only an occasional shaft of light
reflecting on a car windscreen indicates
people heading to brunch, taking kids to
sport. We go back to bed for the rest of the
morning and read, because we can.
Before we know it, it’s time to eat again.
Waitakere Estate does a mean high tea
on weekends, tiers of dainty sandwiches,
baked goods and sweet treats. My glutenfree, dairy-free version keeps me happy,
washed down with Chinese mutan white
tea, and segments of dehydrated orange
are a surprisingly light, sweet delight.
We feel compelled to attempt to walk
it off. The well-maintained Fairy Falls
path is a short drive away. It winds
through stands of rimu, kauri, nikau
and rewarewa to a series of falls; the last
tumbles 30m into a pool, where we were
tempted to swim.

Instead, we walk back to the car.
There’s more to explore in the area –
the windblown charms of black-sand
beaches, Titirangi’s fabulous Te Uru
Waitakere contemporary gallery – but the
appeal of lounging in our hotel room as
the mist drifts by is too great.
After dinner, we retire to the lounge,
which really is superb. There’s a large
fireplace with a scoria surround, plush
red sofas and carpet, a wooden ceiling
and a spiral staircase leading to a
mezzanine library.
Reg is determined to retain the place’s
feeling of history as it expands, so the
classic colours and kauri furniture
remain, teamed with gorgeous Florence
Broadhurst wallpaper. Individual rooms
feel a little old-fashioned yet have charm
to burn: dark matai ceilings, a curved
balustrade on each balcony. There’s a
new wing almost finished, too.
There’s luxury here, but it isn’t so
shiny and hard edged that you have to
stand on ceremony. You can still sink
into a comfy couch and enjoy skimming
the magazines piled haphazardly around
the mezzanine. Or you could sit on your
deck, listening to a tui attempting to
impersonate an entire orchestra and
almost succeeding.
On Sunday, I feel unnaturally calm. I
have had time to read an entire book and
had two nights of uninterrupted sleep.
It’s amazing what a difference it makes to
spend 48 hours in someone else’s paradise
– especially one so close to home. It made
the whole experience easy.
Mary de Ruyter

FEATURE

KIWI CALLS and rushing water from the
creek outside echo through the canvas
walls. The embers in the log burner crackle.
Closing my eyes, I’m transported back
to carefree summer nights in a pop-up
tent, lying on a thin rubber mattress.
Animal-shaped shadows cast onto the
fabric roof, projected from small hands
moving through a speckled torch glow.
Camping is a favourite pastime.
But while the nostalgia of years gone
by remains, I am willing to try a
different angle on it. The hassle of
juggling bedding, cooking equipment,
warm layers, non-perishables and the
worry of a misplaced tent peg or two
is replaced with total ease on arrival
of finding a spacious, wooden-frame
marquee complete with a queen bed,
dressing table and log burner fire. Add
running hot water, solar electricity, an
outdoor bath, shower, flushing loo and
a fully functional kitchen for a stressfree getaway known as glamping, or
glamorous camping.
Good friends Liz Henderson and
Sonia Minnaar established Canopy
Camping Escapes, wanting to help
avid campers, like themselves, enjoy a
stress-free alternative. They do all the
work, providing the flash tent, hot water,
warmth and comfy beds, plus finer
details like board games and Egyptian
cotton sheets.
They’ve picked several sites across the
country to set up camp, including our
weekend abode, Highfield River Retreat,
25 minutes from Northland’s Dargaville.
It’s an easy commute from Auckland,
nestled among 70 hectares of protected
bush on a private dairy farm. The land
owners have been trapping pests and
have established a moderate population
of kiwi, which they hope will grow.
Cell phone reception disappears as we
approach the campsite; my mobile goes
to the bottom of my bag, where it stays
for the weekend. Several tabs shut down
in my busy brain; it’s a refreshing feeling.
I’m unplugged and ready to unwind.

I unpack fresh produce collected at
the Matakana Farmer’s Market en route;
placing perishables in a chilly bin in the
kitchen. Later, we enjoy dinner from the
barbecue outside.
The last slither of sunlight draws me
to the deck like a moth to flame, cup
of tea in hand. A chorus of birds is the
soundtrack as dusk settles. Paired with
the gushing stream threaded alongside
our campsite, it’s a noisy night, but not
in the slightest way a nuisance.
We wait for a curtain of darkness to
draw across the amber sky before running
the outdoor bath, where we stay for most
of the evening, sharing stories under an
umbrella of stars, and only pausing to let
vocal kiwi join in our conversation.
Monica Tischler

WHAT DO WE DO with the dogs? If you have a dog in your life and you ever take holidays
that is a familiar question. The options are: book the dogs into a kennel, arrange for
someone to stay at your house to look after them, or take the dogs with you.
We wanted to take the dogs. We found a pet-friendly bach to rent online, checked
with the owners that they really meant it about dogs being allowed inside, and….
relaxed. It was so easy. The property was large and fully fenced, the bach was rustic
and not in the slightest bit precious and the bach owner’s dogs, living nearby, visited
to play with our dogs.
The humans spent the weekend lazing about in the sunshine, reading books and
eating well at the picnic table in the shade of a jacaranda tree. The canines ran
themselves ragged, exuded enthusiasm for life as only dogs can do, and contributed to
our enjoyment of the holiday with their happy presence.
Kathryn Webster

SUMMER 2017
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DISCOVER GORGEOUS
GARDENS RIGHT
AROUND THE MOUNTAIN.

Taranaki has been known as the ‘Garden of New Zealand’
for over 150 years. Spring is the perfect time to see why.
The region’s garden festivals - the Powerco Taranaki
Garden Spectacular and the Taranaki Fringe Garden
Festival, from 28 October to 5 November - are just the start:
there’s much more to explore to see why Lonely Planet
reckon it’s one of the world’s best destinations.

visit.taranaki.info

Garden of international significance Te Kainga Marire
Photo: Rob Tucker
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IT WAS DARK as we rolled up to our cabin at the Waihi Beach
Top Ten Holiday Resort; Auckland traffic had been doing its
Friday night thing and it had taken some time to escape the
sea of red tail lights heading south. Because we didn’t observe
much of our surrounds on arrival, it was a bit of a surprise to
wake up and understand what the receptionist had meant by
‘beachside cabin’. The kids were ecstatic that the sprawling,
golden sands were “literally right there Mum!” and ran out in
their pyjamas in excitement.
We were also ecstatic, but not just about the beach. This was
a holiday for us too: we’d heard from friends that holiday parks
are amazing for parents needing a bit of downtime, as they’re
so well equipped for kids. They weren’t kidding. Why hadn’t we
jumped on this bandwagon before?

FEATURE

PHOTOGRAPHS BY ALEXIA SANTAMARIA

After a very relaxed breakfast in our
little home away from home, it was time
for a proper stroll along the beach. Our
boys were delighted to discover a wealth of
ornate, delicate shells and before we knew
it an hour had passed with buckets, spades
and plastic bags full of take-home treasure.
We needed to explore the camp
grounds properly so took a stroll, with the
boys speeding ahead on scooters. There’s
nothing better than witnessing the
unbridled joy of kids seeing something
that really excites them and you would
have thought we were in Disneyland,
not two hours from home, when they
discovered the playground, complete
with a giant inflatable jumping pillow.
At age 8 and 11, kids start to get a
bit discriminatory with playgrounds,
but this one clearly made the cut as 45
minutes later, we were still there.
It was time for lunch, so we rustled up
some sandwiches in the cabin and spent

a bit of time blobbing in front of the TV.
I even got to read a chapter of my book.
And I got to read another chapter when
we went to the pool after lunch. We took
turns to read while the other parent
watched the kids whoosh down the slide
and into the pool, splashing, diving and
doing flips underwater.
Right next to the pool we noticed a
room for under-fives filled with brightly
coloured obstacles and bean bags. I felt a
slight pang at not having discovered the
joy of holiday parks when our kids were
younger. Toddlers are notoriously hard
to entertain, and I would have stayed
anywhere with a room like that, just for
five minutes rest.
We also couldn’t help but notice the
wood-fired pizza oven by the pool and
decided that would be a great idea for
dinner. Even though there were a few
families with the same idea, it worked well
as pizzas only take two minutes to cook in

something with that kind of heat. What a
genius idea! Kids running around, dipping
in and out for hot slices of pizza and
Mum and Dad with a cheeky chardonnay
relaxing at the tables poolside. Perfect.
In that moment we realised one of
the unexpected advantages of this
stay was giving our kids a little more
independence. They could go between
the playground, eating area and other
attractions and feel quite grown-up, as
long as they didn’t leave the park.
We bought breakfast at the local cafe
on the beach on Sunday morning, and
were surprised when we gave our kids
the option of activities around Waihi
and they said they’d rather hang out at
the holiday park. The boys had spotted a
games room with coin operated Foosball
and Air Hockey; in our eight-year-old's
words “could this place get any better?”
Alexia Santamaria
SUMMER 2017
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Private hospital care is more
affordable with AA Health
AA Health Private Hospital cover makes access to private hospital care
more affordable, so you can get the care you need, when you need it.
Get cover for diagnostics, surgery and treatments in a recognised private
hospital, with higher excess, lower premium options.
Examples of premiums:*

40 year old

50 year old

60 year old

$3.60 weekly

$6.07 weekly

$11.46 weekly

Go to aahealth.co.nz
Call us on 0800 758 758
Visit us at your nearest AA Centre

AA Members receive
a 5% discount on all
AA Health premiums.

*With the AA Health Private Hospital cover you have a choice of $2,000, $4,000, $6,000 or $10,000 high excess, low premium options. The Premiums are calculated according to the rates
applying from time to time for the Policy selected. For the purpose of the example above we have used a $10,000 excess, the pricing is for a male non-smoker. The AA Membership 5%
discount has been applied. Pricing is as at 1 October 2017. The information contained is this advertisement is of a general nature only and it is not personalised advice. If you would like
advice which takes account of your particular financial situation or goals, please contact your financial adviser. It is important that you treat this information simply as a guide. For full
policy terms and conditions see aahealth.co.nz. AA Health Insurance is administered and underwritten by nib nz limited (nib) (NZCN 606264).
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WAKING TO THE WARMTH of sun on my
face and strands of lose hair across my
cheek, I blink in the passing scenes.
The green hills roll across the glass.
I wipe the wisps of hair away, before
realising they aren’t mine. They belong
with the rest of the waves covering the
small face buried into my chest.
Gentle snores disappear beneath
the sound of juddering wheels on the
train track.
At some stage, while encouraging
Hazel into a midday nap to counteract
our early wake up, I fell asleep too.
I relish the fact my five-year-old is
actually midday napping, and take
the moment of prized peace to soak in
the scenes of the central North Island.
Vibrant farmland spills as a backdrop
from the windows of the Northern
Explorer beneath an almost cloudless
Sunday sky.
It has been five hours since Hazel and
I boarded the train, just before 8am at
Wellington station.
Now we’re about halfway through
our trip to Auckland, just the two of us,
on a day-long adventure crossing New
Zealand farmland and sliding through
country towns.

Other passengers, like me, sit and
absorb the scenes with quiet satisfaction,
appreciating a day away from the usual
routines. Today they, too, have acquired
the duty to simply just be.
For someone who isn’t fond of driving
long distances, today’s train journey is
a relief. It means I can switch my eyes
from the road to the pages of my book,
or walk to the communal lounge lined
with brown sun-touched leather seats.
It means I didn’t have to spend extra
money on accommodation for a halfway
stop off, or that I’ve had to calm a
grumpy child imprisoned in her carseat.
It means no time was lost on what would
feel like a hundred toilet stops.
It means I can let my thoughts drift
to the clouds that are pulling their way
across the tips of native trees.
I can enjoy the time with my daughter
and hold her as she sleeps, taking in the
warmth of her and noticing that even
as she sleeps she manages to clutch a
small plastic pony. It also means I can
contemplate a beverage with a shade of
alcohol to accompany the sunset.
Above the door leading to the toilets
is a screen showing the North Island
speckled with the names of small towns;
a black track carves its way upwards.
We’ve already stopped at stations in
Palmerston North and Ohakune, and
our next stop is the much anticipated
Tongariro National Park, which
comprises the big three: Tongariro,
Ngauruhoe and Ruapehu. For guests
keen to learn about the 500,000-yearold mountains, a GPS-triggered audio
commentary is available in five languages.
I realise that no matter how old you

PHOTOGRAPH BY CLOE WILLETTS

are, or if you’ve lived amongst New
Zealand’s scenery your entire life, the
sight is always a little special.
Suddenly I feel a small elbow dig into
my ribs as Hazel shuffles awake. She
checks that her lunchbox is still on the
table top beside half-filled colouring
books and a collection of crayons.
Fortunately, I packed an entire bag of
entertainment for the trip.
Along with a never-ending supply
of food and drink, Hazel is also kept
occupied by a small purple camera. Now,
for what feels like the hundredth time
today, she wants to go back to the outside
viewing platform, where the wind rushes
through the open sides and brings the
smell of farmland and smoky rails. She
drags me by the hand, through carriages
and past now-familiar faces, wiping the
strands of fallen hair from her face.
Cloe Willetts
The Northern Explorer operates six days a
week, departing Wellington on Tuesday, Friday
and Sunday, and Auckland on Monday,
Thursday and Saturday.
SUMMER 2017

27

FEATURE

RIDING A BIKE is one of life’s simple
pleasures but riding a bike uphill? Not so
much. Cue the electric bike: push bikes
with motors. Brilliant! They make the
easy, leisurely expedition concept of bike
riding a reality.
On an e-bike, you can keep going and
you can keep up. You can share the day’s
riding with high-energy children, with fit
young adults, with fitter older adults…
Adding an e-bike to the mix is a great
way to include everyone in the family.

ROAD TRIPS are a staple of summer for
many Kiwis; they’re going to go a lot
smoother if you get a bit organised.
Pack snacks: healthy snacks including
seasonal fruit and vegetables will help
keep energy and concentration levels up.
Nuts, carrots, cucumber sticks and cheese
are good options as they’re crumb-free
and non-greasy. Snack as you go and
when you need a break, pull over for a
picnic somewhere scenic, or stop at a
pick-your-own fruit spot. In summer, fresh
strawberries and blueberries are plentiful,
and if you’re travelling through Central
Otago, stop for cherries and apricots.
Easy listening: music often accompanies
a road trip, but try listening to an audio
book on your next journey. Download
a story onto your smartphone, or hire a
selection from a local library; it can be
both educational and entertaining, and
means getting through a good book isn’t
compromised just because your eyes are
on the road.
Track your journey: Google Maps or a
GPS are handy for directions, but there’s
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nothing like tracking your journey on a
real, printed-out atlas. Trace your route
on the map as you go along, and hang it
on wall at home as a keepsake of happy
summer memories.
En route comfort: if there’s room, load up
the boot with sofa cushions, pillows and
blankets. You can create a wonderfully

comfortable picnic setting, or transform
the back seat into a fort when you stop for
lunch or to watch the sun set.
Key essentials: create a kit of supplies,
including wet wipes and paper towels for
spills. Also pack a first aid kit with plasters,
insect repellent, hand sanitiser, sunblock
and motion-sickness medication.

SUMMER HOLIDAYS can be kept very simple by opting to stay
put. There’s joy to be had staying at home and easy ways to
make summer still special.
Sling a hammock: find a shady spot under a tree or a patch of
sunlight on the porch. A hammock will instantly transform a
space into a relaxing haven. Grab a throw, cushions, a cup of
tea and a book and simply soak up the balmy summer air.
Go fishing: you don’t need a boat to experience the satisfaction
of a catch. Grab a fishing rod and head to the nearest wharf or
beach to cast a line. It’s a nice chance to chat to others in the
area, and compare your fortunes.
Eat outside: whether it’s at a picnic at your local park or
breakfast in your own backyard, enjoying a meal outdoors is a
good way to feel summery.
Explore your ‘hood: now is the chance to stumble upon a
previously undiscovered café, book store, park or bush walk in
your own neighbourhood. Staying put locally means you have
time to explore. Lace up your walking shoes for a morning
stroll, or see your hood through fresh eyes and join a walking
tour. Most cities in New Zealand have guided tours, outlining
the area’s local history.
Embrace the wet weather: a few rainy days here and there are
as much part of a typical Kiwi summer as pohutukawa trees
and barbecues. Encourage the kids to embrace the inevitable.
If they make rain gauges to measure rainfall, they’ll be more
inclined to accept it, even enjoy it, and if they’re up for it, let
them go swimming in the rain.
Go offline: remember summer holidays before smart
phones? It really was a chance to disconnect and enjoy the
present moment. Not much else says ‘I’m surrendering to
summer’ than switching off your mobile phone and avoiding
your computer.

Oasis
BATHROOM & HOME
CATALOGUE
2017/ 2018
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The journey to make New Zealand predator free has begun. Monica Tischler investigates.

I

magine waking to singing bellbird and
saddleback in the garden, watching tuatara bask
in the morning sun, and listening to the calls of
kiwi as twilight settles.
It may seem a far-fetched ideal, a scene
reminiscent of Aotearoa hundreds of years ago.
But following the government’s announcement
last year that it wants to rid the country of its most
damaging introduced predators, possums, rats
and stoats, by 2050, it’s possible our children and
grandchildren will enjoy that reality.
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The Department of Conservation Threatened
Species Ambassador, Nicola Toki, says New Zealand
may be small in landmass and population, but she
believes we’re a country destined for greatness.
“We were the first to give women the vote, and the
first to put man on Mount Everest. This is another
opportunity to punch above our weight,” she says.
If the ambitious goal is realised, it could make
New Zealand the first country in the world to rid its
land of introduced predators.
The announcement was inspired by the vision
of Kiwi scientist, the late Sir Paul Callaghan, who
called a pest-free country “New Zealand’s Apollo
Mission” and described the idea as “crazy and
ambitious, but worth a shot.”
The government is giving it a shot. An additional
$28 million over four years will be invested on top
of about $70 million already spent on predator
control every year by government, regional councils,
businesses, iwi and community groups. We too can
give it our all, and make traps as much of a regular
backyard feature as trampolines and barbecues.
“Anyone can be part of this mission. Communities
all over the country have already come together and
started trapping in their backyards,” Nicola says.
Businesses like the Top Ten Holiday Parks group
are showing support by trapping across parkland.
Three main players are driving New Zealand’s
Apollo Mission: the Department of Conservation,
which controls 30% of the country’s land areas,
Predator Free 2050 Ltd, a company set up by the

PHOTOGRAPH BY DENNIS RADERMACHER

THIS PAGE: Department of Conservation
Threatened Species Ambassador, Nicola Toki.
OPPOSITE: Toutouwai, the New Zealand robin.
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JOIN THE MISSION
HELP NEW ZEALAND ON ITS WAY TO
BECOMING PEST FREE BY:

Backyard trapping

Planting
native trees
Make your garden a
paradise for native
birds to hang out. Flax
bushes and kowhai
trees are good options.

Working in
numbers
Volunteer in a group or charity, or start your own. See
the Predator Free NZ website for a list of established
groups as well as things you need to know if you’re
setting up your own. There’s also an interactive map
indicating predator control activity in your area.

Connecting with a Predator Free Ranger
DOC rangers are available to support communities,
give advice on trapping tools, best practice and safety
information. See doc.govt.nz and search ‘predator
free rangers’ for more.
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government to invest in large-scale landscape
projects and breakthrough research, and the
Predator Free New Zealand Trust, an independent
team established to grow the vision, support
volunteers and connect community groups.
Trust spokeswoman, Jessi Morgan, says
initiatives like Predator Free Wellington and the
capital city’s fenced sanctuary, Zealandia, are vital
tools in the campaign.
Predator Free Wellington is a joint project by
philanthropic trust, Next, and regional and city
councils. It aims to make Wellington predator free,
beginning with Miramar Peninsula, by killing one
rat at a time. Households are encouraged to set
child- and pet-friendly backyard traps and so far
this year, close to 2,000 rats have been trapped
and killed. Zealandia is a predator-free zone
protecting endangered birds, reptiles and insects.
The reserve has 30km of walking tracks, and, as well
as providing an example of what can be achieved,
creates community awareness of conservation.
“Both are incredible public engagement tools,
especially now we are seeing an overflow of birds
from Zealandia settling in private backyards,” Jessi
says. “There’s a groundswell of people who want to
do something after spotting kaka and saddleback in
their own gardens and thinking ‘Gosh, I need to do
my bit to ensure they remain here.’”
While 2050 is still more than three decades away,
interim goals are in place with 2025 targets,
including achieving a scientific breakthrough
to eradicate at least one pesky breed.
“Right now, we don’t have the
technology to do that, but all over
the world scientists are working
on it,” Nicola says. She’s referring
to ‘gene editing’ technology,
involving methods of control to
cause infertility in mammals
to reduce a population to
very low levels. ‘Gene drive’
technology is another option
being investigated which would
make infertility more likely to be
passed on to a pest’s offspring.

ABOVE LEFT TO RIGHT:
Tieke, the North Island
saddleback; whio, the
blue duck; the green or
Antipodes Island parakeet.
INSET BELOW: Kaka.

NATIVE BIRD IMAGES COURTESY OF SHUTTERSTOCK.COM

While introduced predators don’t belong here, their
removal should be managed humanely. Get your
neighbours together and get trapping. Predator Free
NZ has a list of humane and easy-to-use traps for
both rural, and suburban households. There’s also
a beginners guide to predator control available.
See predatorfreenz.org for more.

FEATURE

POCKETS OF HOPE

A THIRD OF NEW ZEALAND’S ISLANDS ARE ALREADY COMPLETELY
PREDATOR-FREE AS WELL AS 24 FENCED SANCTUARIES INCLUDING:

Tawharanui
Open Sanctuary
Tawharanui
Peninsula (530ha)

Shakespear
Open Sanctuary
Shakespear Regional Park,
North Auckland (500ha)
Puketukutuku
Peninsula
Lake Waikaremoana
(750ha)

Kaipupu Point Sounds
Wildlife Sanctuary
Shakespeare Bay,
Picton (40ha)

Glenfern
Sanctuary
Great Barrier
Island (230ha)

Maungatautari
Waikato (3,716ha)

Cape Kidnappers
& Ocean Beach
Wildlife Preserve
Cape Kidnappers
(2,200ha)
Karori Wildlife
Sanctuary (Zealandia)
Wellington
(252ha protected)
Riccarton Bush
Christchurch (7.7ha)
Mokomoko Dryland Sanctuary
Central Otago (0.3ha/3000m2)
Orokonui EcoSanctuary
Dunedin (307ha)
Dancing Star Foundation Preserve
Stewart Island (160ha)

Sound scary and too futuristic?
It needn’t be. Dr James Russell is on the
Predator Free 2050 Science Strategy panel
and says while New Zealand doesn’t
currently have regulations in place to
allow that sort of technology to be used,
it’s a conversation we need to have.
“If we can develop a new genetic
technology, we need to ensure people
want us to use it,” he says. “I’m all for
exploring the options and would like to
see whether it’s applicable across our
landscapes. I’m optimistic that scientists
can make a breakthrough and that we
can use the technology as an additional
tool of eradication, because we need to
have several options in the toolkit.”
James says gene editing and gene drive
technologies aren’t silver bullets and
won’t be the only cures to wipe out entire
predator populations. That’s why it’s vital
to consider a combination of options, he
says, like developing a lure to trap rats,
stoats and possums easily, or a speciesspecific toxin that won’t harm native birds.
While science is still developing,
current trapping technology is also
advancing. Auto-resetting traps and
mobile phone notifications to signal
when a trap goes off make eradication
easier and more effective. Poisons are
still used, including the controversial
1080, across large-scale landscapes and
national parks.
Other interim goals include making
more than 20,000 hectares in the country
predator free without the use of fences,
eradicating all pests from all offshore
island reserves, growing the number of
predator-free communities, and removing
or suppressing pests from an additional
one million hectares of land on top of
existing predator-free areas.
Most of New Zealand’s native species
aren’t found anywhere else in the world,
yet we have the highest proportion of
threatened species. Scientists estimate 25
million birds die each year from attacks
by rats, stoats, possums and feral cats.
Mice will be targeted further down the
track, as will feral cats in areas where
there are no other introduced pests, such
as Stewart Island.
“Many people don’t realise that we have
3,000 species that are in some trouble, and
800 species that are in serious trouble. It’s
an enormous amount,” Nicola says.
“We can’t take our foot off the
accelerator and we can’t afford to sit back
and not do anything, otherwise we will
lose everything that defines us.”
SUMMER 2017
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Bring home the first and ONLY
Snow Globe Tree
Lights, music and art brighten
your festive season
When the snow begins to fall, melodies fill the air and
lights brighten our homes—Christmas is bound to be
the most beautiful ever! Now, the artistry of Thomas
Kinkade inspires the “Snow-Kissed Holiday Memories”
Masterpiece Snow Globe Tree with a unique snow globe
design—an unprecedented first you won’t find anywhere
else! Peer inside to see a Thomas Kinkade festive scene
recreated in 3-D, every detail painted by hand.
The tree has been crafted with realistic-looking
evergreen branches touched with “snow”, and 8 of
Thomas Kinkade’s Christmas images are presented on
golden ornaments. Crimson berries and ornaments
fill the tree, while LED lights lend a festive glow and a
lighted golden star at the top radiates with its own
built-in light!
Exceptional value; satisfaction guaranteed
Act now to obtain this limited edition for 5
instalments of $59.99 or $299.95 plus $19.99
postage and handling. Your purchase is backed
by our 365 day money back guarantee. Send no
money now. Just return the coupon or go online
today at www.bradford.net.nz/kinkade

Listen!

55cm
in height!

❅

Features
a continuous
flurry of
snowflakes in
the glass globe!

❆

❅

It plays a medley o
of
carolling favourites,
including
“Deck the Halls,”
“Jingle Bells,”
“We Wish You a Merry
Christmas” and more!

Measures

PAY NOTHING NOW

THE BRADFORD EXCHANGE
CHAN
NGE
Please Respond Promptly
mptly

YES! Please reserve the Thomas Kinkade “Snow-Kissed
w-Kissed Holiday

Memories” for me as described in this advertisement.
ent.. I understand I need
pay nothing now.
Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms ____ First Name: ____________________________
___________________
_______________
______
___
Surname: _______________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________
__________________
____________________________________ Postcode: __________
__________________
Phone: ________________________________________________
Email: _________________________________________________
__________________
__________________
Signature: ______________________________________________

1. ONLINE at www.bradford.net.nz/kinkade
ade
quoting promotion code: 30666
2. MAIL no stamp required, to: The Bradfordd Exchange, Freepost
No.98331, PO Box 91901, Victoria Street West, Auckland 1142

3. PHONE: 09 829 0475 10am-7pm Mon – Fri
Please allow up to 15 business days for delivery. All sales subject to product availability
lity and reservation acceptance. Credit
criteria may apply. Our privacy policy is available online at www.bradford.net.nz. You must be over 18 years old to apply. From
time to time, we may allow carefully screened companies to contact you. If you would prefer not to receive such offers, please
tick this box. ❑

©2017 The Bradford Exchange Ltd. A.B.N. 13 003 159 617

01-22493-001

For quickest delivery, order online:

www.bradford.net.nz/kinkade
Quoting promotion code:

30666
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Wheel Love

New Zealand rally driver Hayden Paddon
and his Hyundai i20.

PHOTOGRAPH BY PETER JAMES QUINN

I DRIVE THE i20 rally car on tracks in Europe and New Zealand:
it’s a full-blown piece of art and designed to be driven to the limit.
It's a dream come true to drive Hyundai in the World Racing
Championships. It’s about as good as it gets: a supercar on gravel
and the sensation I get from driving it flat out is like no other.
Away from the track, you’ll find me in various Hyundai models,
from the i30 to the Santa Fe. I don’t struggle adapting to non-rally
life. In fact, it's a nice chance to relax. I’m always on the move and
busy with racing, so buckling up for a long road trip with some
good music is something I look forward to.
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Dylan Thomsen looks at how best to deal with passing challenges.
IMAGINE IT’S A BEAUTIFUL summer day and you are out on the
open road comfortably driving at the speed limit. Until, that
is, you come up behind a vehicle going 10 or 20km/h slower.
There are no safe opportunities to overtake, so you ease off the
accelerator and follow along. ‘What’s the rush? Chill out, enjoy
the journey,’ you tell yourself, but after a couple of minutes
there is a line of traffic building and frustrations are rising.
At last you see a sign to say there is a passing lane ahead and,
like a rolling start on a race track, all the drivers behind start
edging forward in anticipation.
You reach the passing lane and a line of cars pulls into the
right lane only for the vehicle at the front, that had been going
well below the limit, to suddenly accelerate. To get past them
you really need to put your foot down and that means only a
few of the vehicles behind manage to get past. The passing lane
ends and the vehicle in the front slows down again.
Sound familiar? It’s a scenario that just about every driver in
New Zealand has experienced plenty of times.
In our regular surveys of AA Members, some of their biggest
annoyances on the roads involve situations where people are
wanting to pass. People running red lights is the number one
driver frustration but very close behind are slower vehicles
speeding up at passing lanes, and people behind you following
too closely.
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The reality in New Zealand is that most of our state highways
are single lane roads. This means when you encounter a
vehicle going slower than you, there often isn’t another lane for
you to use to go past them. And let’s be clear: the limit is the
maximum speed for good driving conditions and it is no crime
for people to travel below it.
Trucks and vehicles towing are actually required to travel at
a maximum of 90km/h, but people may choose to drive slower
for a variety of reasons. Maybe they think the conditions aren’t
ideal so ease off a bit, maybe they aren’t familiar with the
roads or maybe they aren’t experienced drivers. We also have
a big mix of vehicles on our highways, from people on bikes, to
tractors and combine harvesters.
All of this is why one of the issues the AA will be urging the
new government to address is increasing the opportunities
for safe passing on our roads. We don’t have the population or
money to be able to make every state highway a multi-lane road,
but we can identify problem areas and add more passing lanes
or bays for slower vehicles to pull left. This will help everyone get
where they want with less frustration and risky overtaking.

But that’s only one piece of the puzzle, says AA Driving
School General Manager Roger Venn. We also need to lift the
standard of driving around safe passing.
“Whether you are the person doing the passing or the one
going slower, there are things that you can do to better share
the road with those around you,” Roger says. “It’s about being
considerate of what’s happening on the road around you and, if
you are going to pass, doing it safely and with confidence.”
The AA Driving School has the following advice on what
drivers should do to create safer passing on our roads:

When passing a slower vehicle
• Always ask yourself first if you really need to pass.
• Keep a safe following distance between you and the vehicle
you want to pass.
• Watch for 'passing lane ahead' signage and start building
your speed approaching it so that you begin to pass at the
start of the lane.
• Ensure the road is clear for at least 100m and will be clear
throughout the manoeuvre.
• If you have to cross onto the other side of the road, ensure
there are no oncoming vehicles.
• Look behind you to ensure no one else is already passing.
• If you have any doubt or think there could be a risk, hold off
and wait for a safe passing opportunity.
• Signal for at least three seconds, check your mirrors, blind
spot and ahead again before changing lane position.
• Check your mirrors to ensure you have safely passed, signal,
and move back in.

When you have faster vehicles behind you
• Drive in the left-hand lane unless you are passing.
• When you get to a passing lane move left, do not speed up.
• If there is no left-hand lane, look for a safe place to pull over.
Stay as far left as possible and allow the faster vehicle to pass
before moving back into the road.
If there is one standout that causes drivers’ mental oil to
boil, it is when a slower vehicle speeds up at a passing lane
then slows back down when it ends. The AA has had plenty of
complaints from Members about this over the years, and while
it can feel at the time like it is being done on purpose, research
indicates it is often unintentional. The wider a road is, the
more comfortable drivers subconsciously feel and this tends to
lead to speeds creeping up, even without people meaning to.
If we go back to the example from the start of this article,
a few simple changes can turn a frustrating and potentially
dangerous driving experience into a safe and pleasant one.
Imagine this time that when you come up behind that slower
vehicle, there is a slow-vehicle bay or passing lane not far
ahead. Knowing this, the people behind are happy to hang back
and wait until the slower vehicle pulls left, keeps their speed
down, and lets all the other traffic easily go past.
Saving a bit of time is never worth risking a crash for.
If every driver keeps safe passing in mind, it will make for
a great summer on the roads.
The AA Driving School can help with on-road training and practice if
you aren’t that confident in passing situations.
Check out aa.co.nz/drivingschool or call us on 0800 223 748
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Crime
scene
PETER KING FINDS THE KEY TO PREVENTING CAR THEFT.
“THEY LIKE NANA CARS TOO,” Police
Inspector Penny Gifford warns me.
As the owner of a three cylinder,
1,000cc, ‘nana car’, it was a shock to
learn I was wrong in my assumption that
car thieves wouldn’t want to be seen dead
in my battered little shopping cart.
“They steal them because they are
easier to take and they think we won’t
pay so much attention to a little car,”
she tells me.
The good news is that the number
of car thefts has been falling. In 2006,
over 8,000 cases were brought before the
courts, last year it was around 4,500 –
and not just because of police priorities.
According to Justice Department crime
victimisation surveys, there were an
estimated 45,000 cases of stolen vehicles
in 2005; by 2013 that had fallen to 18,000.
Still, that is one every 30 minutes.
AA Roadside Technical Training
Manager Richard Legae says one of the
reasons car theft is declining is down to

the modern remote locking systems in
late model cars. As a master of getting
into locked cars (at the owner’s request,
naturally) he says getting into locked cars
without keys is getting harder and harder.
And starting them? Forget it. You have to
disassemble the vehicle to do that.
“I go down to the police holding pound
at Takanini (in Auckland) and more and
more I notice there’s been no damage and
no attempt to hotwire the car. That tells
me they are stealing the keys,” he says.
“That’s sometimes made easier by
people leaving the keys on a hook by the
door. Thieves just break into the house
and steal the keys,” he says.
Gulp! I do that!
Richard says when high-value cars are
stolen, it almost always involves stolen or
copied keys.
“Leave the keys out on a pavement café
table and it’s easy for a thief to grab them
and run. The keys will identify the car
too, so it won’t take the thief long to work

out which car to drive off in.”
Five in every 100 households will
experience car theft. Inspector Gifford
says there is only so much police can
do after the event. Some thieves are
opportunistic, looking for joyrides.
Others want a car for another crime and
often those vehicles will be found.
But the most organised are
professionals. The cars they steal to order
will either be dismantled for parts, or be on
a container out of the country in no time.
Another target is trailers. Trailers are
valuable in themselves, but some can
also be used to steal other cars. Inspector
Gifford says wheel locks and keeping
couplers separate to the trailer are good
ways to keep trailers out of thieves’ hands.
“Police can’t fix this issue on their
own,” she says.
“We need the community to work with
us to help prevent car theft.”

AA Insurance tips for car security
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

38

Always lock your car, even when parked at home.
Keep all valuables and car keys out of sight, including away from your front and back doors.
When possible, park in a garage, carport or off street.
If you have to park on the street, leave your car under a street light or in a well-lit area.
Choose attended, secure parking buildings and park close to the entrance or exit.
Install visible security, such as an alarm light, immobiliser or steering lock.
Know where your keys are at all times, and never leave them in your car, even at home.
Be extra vigilant over weekends and during warmer weather when there are more thefts reported.
aadirections.co.nz

New Zealand’s most stolen:
Mazda Demio
Subaru Legacy
Subaru Impressa

Mazda Familia
Nissan Primeria
Nissan Pulsar
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From town to city
Barney Irvine investigates Queenstown’s growing pains.

RECORD IMMIGRATION. Relentless population
growth. Traffic snarl-ups. Soaring house prices.
It sounds like another rant about life in
Auckland, but it’s not.
More and more, Queenstown too is feeling
the pressure of growth, and many readers
may be surprised to find that, in recent
decades, the jewel in our tourism crown has
been the fastest-growing part of the country.
Since 1991, the population of the
Queenstown Lakes district has tripled to 35,000
(in comparison, Auckland’s population has
increased by about 60% in the same period).
The bulk of the growth has come from
immigration as people from other parts of
New Zealand and abroad choose to live the
Queenstown dream.
To absorb the new arrivals, entire new
suburbs have sprung up in places like
Lake Hayes Estate, Shotover Country
and Jack’s Point. New retail and
commercial development around
the airport is on a scale you’d
expect to see in centres five or
ten times Queenstown’s size.
Of course, growth pressure
has also come from visitors.
Over the past decade, air
passenger arrivals have tripled,
with the number of
international visitors increasing
by a whopping 26% each year.
On any day of the year, tourists
will typically boost the population by
close to 15,000 people. But at key
moments – the Winter Festival, for
instance – visitor numbers swell, pushing
the population up well over the 100,000
mark. At these points, Queenstown becomes
the second-largest centre in the South Island.
What has it meant for the Queenstown
transport network?
Over the past three years, traffic on
Queenstown’s main roads increased by 45%
– yes, 45% – reducing traffic to a crawl at peak
hour, and throughout the day during the
tourism high season.
Put simply, Queenstown is a city that’s
trying to survive on town-sized infrastructure.
The system has had to absorb more and more
demand without the necessary investment in
new capacity, and many people worry about
what it could do to Queenstown’s appeal as a
place to visit and to live.
Chairman of the AA’s Otago District Council,
Alan Race, says that in the past Queenstown
has been let down by transport planning.

“Queenstown has been promoted
everywhere as an iconic tourist destination,
but local and central government have never
backed that up with a proper transport
strategy. Clogged roads and swamped
services make for a second-rate tourist
experience – meaning a lot of tourists won’t
come back – and make life a misery for the
people who actually live there.”
The good news, however, is that things are
changing. The NZ Transport Agency (NZTA), in
collaboration with the Queenstown Lakes
District Council and the Otago Regional
Council, is leading the development of an

1. New roads
Work is well under way around the airport – a
key bottleneck – including a new bypass and
a new bridge at Kawarau Falls (an upgrade to
the infamous BP roundabout has already had
a massive impact). Options for a new arterial
route alongside the town centre are now
being considered, and other new arterials to
service growth areas, as well as new bridges
across the Kawarau and Shotover Rivers,
shouldn’t be ruled out as growth continues.

2. Pedestrianised town centre
A new town centre arterial will make it
possible to create new pedestrian-friendly
streets and laneways. The focal point could
be an extended pedestrian-only zone from
the lake right up to a new council office and
community space on Stanley Street.

3. Technology
NZTA has recently launched a
smartphone app that combines
transport options – car, bus,
carpooling, taxi and helicopter
– into a single marketplace,
allowing users to choose
between options based on
factors like cost and travel time.
Dynamic lane controls, where a
system of gantries and road
lighting is used to create an
additional lane in the direction of
main traffic flow in peak hours, could
become part of the mix on SH6A.

4. Public transport

Integrated Transport Programme, bringing
together the numerous pre-existing transport
plans and processes. Over the next decade, it
could lead to $1 billion of investment in the
road network, public transport services, and
initiatives aimed at changing when, where and
how people get around.
Queenstown Lakes Mayor, Jim Boult, is
optimistic about the new direction.
“The multi-agency approach is providing a
great opportunity to start looking at
solutions to our transport challenges in a
more collaborative and forward-thinking way.
This is essential if we’re to develop a truly
resilient transport network.”
Here are five things to watch out for as the
transport programme takes shape:

Queenstown will soon see the
introduction of new bus routes and a $2 flat
fee across the network. Further ahead, a new
bus interchange is envisaged close to the town
centre, possibly supported by transit lanes.
Utilising a 'highway' that’s currently free of
traffic, water taxis are an exciting option to
connect the town centre and the airport.

5. Parking
Queenstown Lakes District Council is looking
to change its approach to parking, in terms of
the cost and location of parking spaces, and
the number provided. Plans include new
parking buildings within walking distance of
the town centre, and park and ride facilities
on the edge of town, dovetailing with the
public transport system.
See aadirections.co.nz for more motoringrelated stories.
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What’s that

BUZZ?
Chris van Ryn reports on the electric bike revolution.
THERE ARE 200 MILLION e-bikes pedalling
across the globe today, according to the
Electric Bike Worldwide Report. And the
market is poised to grow.
The popularity of e-bikes springs from
several key concerns: climate change
(e-bikes have zero carbon emissions at
the point of use), ever-increasing traffic
congestion and personal well-being
(exercise of this type is recommended
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for counteracting stress, obesity,
diabetes and depression – all major
world problems today).
Such is the popularity of electric
bikes that certain quarters are taking
it very seriously. Car makers like Ford,
BMW and Mercedes have spent R&D
time and money on e-bike innovations.
E-bikes are now considered a viable
alternative to the car for ameliorating

the commuting nightmare that is a
reality of most modern cities: a folding
electric bike, extracted from your car
boot or the train carriage is an ideal
last kilometre commute, if not for the
whole journey.
The demographic of e-bike commuters
and recreational users is all ages, but
the largest uptake, causing a spike in
recent years, are those who have not
parked their posterior on a saddle for
years, perhaps decades. Now, with an
e-bike that’s like riding with a constant
tailwind, middle-aged and older people
have a second chance at two-wheeled
commuting independence.
For those about to embrace an e-bike
with unbridled enthusiasm, a note of
caution: e-bikes are not effort free. They
are described as ‘pedal assisted’. This will
get you up slopes and speed you along
the flat … and burn off some of those
undesirable calories.

E-bikes have been around for more
than 100 years. In 1895, Bolton Jr
patented a design for an electric bike
with a battery suspended from the
central frame connected to a rear hub
motor that is remarkably similar to those
whizzing along the roads today.

Nowadays, e-bike development
is happening at breathtaking speed.
A few years ago, e-bikes used a modified
standard bicycle frame equipped with
a clunky, clipped-on battery powering
a motor in the hub of a wheel. Today’s
cycleways are increasingly populated by
sleek aerodynamic frames with a fullyintegrated form-fitting battery that finds
influence in automotive design. Form,
function and balance are increasingly
in harmony.
Advanced battery technology has been
a key driver for the popularity of e-bikes.
Leading battery maker, Tesla, markets a
battery comprised of dozens of cells, like
torch batteries, that are smaller, lighter,
last longer and are faster to charge.
Companies like Mercedes, which
produces the Smart e-bike (a cousin to
the Smart car), have tinkered with ways
to recharge the battery while riding,
using a power regenerating braking
system that arrests the motor, reversing
polarity, turning it into a generator.
There have been experiments with bike
frames constructed with a wrapping
of solar cells. Does it work? Reviews
vary, but R&D in these areas should be
encouraged.
Belt drives are replacing chain drives,
tensioned in such a way that the days
of prising your greasy chain back onto
the cogs are gone. And, apart from a
mellifluous buzz from the e-motor, riding
is a silent, perhaps even meditative affair.
Smart bikes are coupled with tailormade e-bike apps, or cross-pollinate to
existing apps. A smartphone-smart bike
captures a network of new and existing
data. Health data, which counts, say,
the number of steps taken and distance
cycled, furnishes the rider with an

estimate of the amount of calories used
in a day. A smartphone can turn lights
on, report your current battery power,
register speed and give you your location.
Ford’s MoDe e-bike vibrates to warn you
of an upcoming pothole.
Wireless connectivity enables you to
remotely secure your bike by deactivating
the battery and motor. You’ll be alerted if
someone attempts to take it for a joy ride.
Future smart e-bikes will ‘talk’ to each
other in a network of communication, as
touted by the futuristic smart autonomous
cars. The value of this may seem dubious,
but in cities like Copenhagen where
bicycles are the commuting vehicle of
choice, bike traffic jams are an increasing
concern and can be avoided by providing
alternative routes.
Some smart e-bikes measure gradient
to grunt (or lack of), changing gear
ratios automatically to suit rider fitness,
producing the optimum performance
and comfort.
Many e-bikes have an integrated USB
port that allows you to connect and
charge multiple devices, such as tablets or
laptops, and, of course, your smartphone.
Smart streets are gathering
momentum, with beacons transmitting
information to smartphones, alerting

riders to nearby cafes, movie theatres or
bicycle repair shops.
Already we are seeing some local
authorities in New Zealand incorporate
e-bikes as part of their staffing transport
needs. Smart connectivity will be able to
track the use of each bike, providing data
on when the bike was used, how far it
went and ensuring security when parked.
The network of cycleways throughout
New Zealand continues to grow and
improve. The use of e-bikes in our
country as a valued form of commuting
will grow, relative to an increased and
safe network of cycleways.
And let's not forget one major bonus
of electric bikes. Yes, they're great for
getting to work – with minimal exertion.
Running costs are low. And it's an
activity the whole family can engage in.
You can start out relatively unfit, and
gradually and easily build your fitness
level. But there is something else; they’re
great fun!

AA Roadservice will help get you and your bike
home if you run into trouble on the road.
See p.83 for the details.
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I DON’T HAVE a tat etched over my heart
proclaiming that 'Holden Rules' or a
walk-in wardrobe dedicated solely to
Ford Falcon anoraks, but I do love my
cars. Especially very fast cars.
My family knows this. And so, for
a recent birthday, they delivered me
an encounter with an organization
called Drive Supercars which provides
the opportunity to experience superspeedy driving on the Hampton Downs
race track near Mercer. My super fast,
supercar of choice was a Lotus Exige.
The 20-minute pre-drive briefing
and video focused mostly on cornering
lines, stressing the need to use all the
road by entering wide, clipping the apex
or inside of the corner and exiting wide
again. And we were told to brake before
the corner rather than during it.
Then I hopped into the passenger
seat of a Mitsubishi Evo X for a
familiarisation lap. It was my chance
to get a feel for the track, to find out the
best line through the curves, and to have
a look at the braking signs. And also to
discover, to my surprise, a coned chicane,

42

aadirections.co.nz

with 90-degree entrance and exit at the
end of the corner leading into the home
straight. It was first-gear stuff, a health
and safety requirement to prevent any
unduly high speeds on the straight.
Fair enough I guess, considering that
all sorts and ages will line up for a drive,
but I’d hoped to get to 200km/h. Ah well.
Then to the Exige, powered by a
Toyota engine developing 141kw. If that
doesn’t sound much, it’s how you skin
the cat. The Exige is pared to racing
minimum and weighs just 890kg, some
60% lighter than the similarly powered
Honda Euro, for example.
The car sat so low that my lanky
limbs took time installing themselves
in the extremely snug cockpit. The
car wrapped itself around me like
motorcycle leathers – and around my
supervisor, sitting in the passenger seat.
I noticed he had his very own brake
pedal. I found that reassuring.

And he had an intercom system.
Though it’s not a race, there are usually
two or three cars on the track and
sometimes faster needs to overtake
slower. The intercom system makes the
manoeuvre foolproof. It’s obviously
helped the Drive Supercars organisation
maintain its impeccable safety record of
35,000 laps without an accident.
Turn on the ignition. Rumble.
And off we went for my precious five
circuits, the supervisor having checked
my sitting position and pronounced
himself satisfied with my nine-andthree hand position on the steering
wheel. It was an exhilarating ten
minutes – and in retrospect a very
safe one. The laps whistled by. The

John Parker drives a Lotus Exige
at Hampton Downs, south of Auckland.

supervisor encouraged and advised. My
cornering lines and my speed improved.
On the last lap, when I perfected a
line on a bend that had eluded me
previously, it felt as aesthetically
pleasing as a brush stroke by Van Gogh.
My instructor advised me to keep to
second and third in the close-ratio
six-speed manual, with maybe a few
seconds of fourth on the home straight
before the braking marker. The car
thrived on hard work, screaming into
life above 6000rpm, at which point it
accelerated somewhat faster than a bolt
of lightning. And it made a wonderful
noise that sounded like a hundred
howling tomcats battling with a gross of
electric egg beaters.

My eyes were so busy gauging lines
and keeping up with the rev counter
that I managed only one glance at the
speedo on the last run up the home
straight: almost 160km/h. I was happy.
It was not about outright speed, but
about driving as best I could a sublime
sports car, that I could never afford to
buy, in an environment that allowed me
to focus entirely on exploring my limits,
unconcerned by opposing traffic or
speed cameras. What a blast. I’ll never
be satisfied again with a pair of socks for
a birthday present.
Driving home, I realized my driving
was sharper and more focused. Those
few minutes in the Exige at Hampton
Downs had demanded my utmost in

reflexes and concentration. That utmost
travelled with me back to Auckland.
I was more aware of the traffic, of longer
and safer lines round corners, and I was
looking further ahead for any trouble.
And I appreciated all the more how the
combined speeds of opposing traffic
added up to racing numbers.
Public roads need 100% attention – all
the time. It’s heaps more dangerous than
the racetrack.
Other cars available: Ferraris,
Lamborghinis, Astons, Porsches and
a Mini Cooper see drivesupercars.co.nz
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MINI
MAGIC

Jacqui Madelin rediscovers her inner hooligan.
THEY SAY YOU never forget your first kiss.
I’d have to add, ‘or your first car’. But the
latter has one big advantage, for you’re
unlikely to revisit that old romance to see
how it would stack up against the benefits
of experience.
Which is exactly what I’m about to do
with a Mini…
This exercise isn’t one without risk.
Though my original Mini came with a
plethora of mechanical problems, and
the sorts of dodgy experiences only
primeval motor cars can bring – like a
windscreen that takes 40 minutes to clear
on an icy evening drive – I remember
it with enormous fondness. It was the
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car which taught me left-foot braking
and handbrake turns, which showed me
how much fun four wheels could be, and
thus lead me to a thoroughly interesting
motoring career.
But that career has put me behind the
wheel of some enviable exotica, and I
rather feared that driving an old Mini
today might prove disappointing.
So we rigged the experience by roping
in Mark Lewis, whose 1966 Mini Cooper
S has a hill-climbing, rallying pedigree.
The Mini Cooper originated when
John Cooper, a friend of Mini creator
Alec Issigonis, saw its competition
potential; it launched in 1961 with larger

capacity, a bit more power, twin carbs,
a different four-speed gearbox, twin
fuel tanks and disc front brakes. Its first
victory came at the British Saloon Car
Championship in 1962, and further
changes followed, including the debut
of the more powerful S. By the time this
MkII car left the factory it had a 1,275cc
engine, and was a niche variant with just
6,300 built.
The Cooper S won the Monte Carlo rally
in 1964, 1965 and 1967, as well as many
other events – it took all the first nine
places at the 1966 Gallaher 500 at Bathurst.
So the car is a long way from my
standard Mini, despite sharing its
diminutive dimensions and the spirit of
a rocket-powered skateboard.
Mark searched for two years before
he found this car a year ago. He joined
the Mini club and trawled Trade Me but
spotted it on Facebook, and thought, ‘Oh
my God.’ He says it had been up for 15

MOTORING

spent most of its life in Central Otago,
had done just 81,000 miles (130,357km)
and boasts a top speed of about 145kph.
We didn’t put the top speed to the test,
but when I start it up it sounds fabulous;
rorty and rude, and very, very loud.
There’s no sound deadening, and
though much of the trim was replaced
after its racing career, some of it’s
missing – like the rear side panels. “It’s so
noisy, that limits how far I go.”
It takes a kilometre or three to get the
hang of the gear changes, and the fact it
loves to rev. Hold those lower gears and
it’ll rocket away from the lights, it’s so
light you don’t need power steering and
those front disc, rear drum brakes are
almost savagely abrupt until you get
used to them.
And very quickly I’m experiencing
a familiar ear-to-ear grin, the happy
hooligan vibe thrumming from the
wheel, the tyres, and up through my arms

until I feel like a race and rally legend,
unstoppable, unbeatable and, ah, sadly
not immune to speeding tickets.
I slow down, but it’s not easy to do,
the car just seems to want to go.
What’s it like on fuel? “Terrible. Every
time I fill it I think it should have lasted
longer than it did,” he says.
“It’s so much fun. I love going for a
drive on a Sunday, and in most cases
I’ll jump in the Mini.”
To put that in perspective, he has an
Italian thoroughbred parked alongside
it. But he’s not going to stop there: he’s
already on the hunt for two more Cooper
S variants.
As for me, I don’t want to revisit my
first kiss, but I’d love another original
Mini in my garage, to bring back
memories of youthful joi de vivre.

PHOTOGRAPHS BY MARK SMITH

minutes when he rang the owner, a Levin
farmer, who seemed pretty casual when
he promised to send photos.
“He said ‘we have plenty of time’, and I
said, ‘I don’t think we have.’”
There were a lot of photos. It had been
sitting in a barn for ten years, and one
showed a sheep in the car. But it seemed
all original, and Mark rang right back and
offered the asking price.
“He was oohing and ahing and being
evasive…” turned out he’d received a
flurry of calls offering more money. Mark
matched it, sent a deposit, booked flights
and flew to collect it.
It hadn’t been driven for a while, but
started up, and he drove it home, already
smitten. It was in exactly this condition:
he’s done nothing to it bar an oil change
and a set of radial tyres.
“It’s the imperfections I like about it.”
He says Austin Minis are unusual.
This one was sold new from Wellington,
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NEW TO MARKET
MERCEDES-BENZ AMG E43 2017
The latest in the Mercedes-Benz lineup to receive the mid-spec number 43 badge is the E-Class range.
The powerful, yet restrained, bi-turbo 3L v6 petrol engine is a very capable fit for the luxurious E-Class
Saloon and great road-gripping capabilities are now available thanks to a 9-speed 4Matic AWD system.
Adorned in all the AMG sports and style trimmings one could wish for as standard, the E43 is a great
balance of AMG luxury, turbo 6-cylinder power, and impressive fuel economy for under $170k.

BENTLEY
BENTAYGA 2017
Bentley has come out firing with the
Bentayga, a very off-road, on-road
capable SUV that, for the first time
in Bentley’s history, is equipped with
a diesel engine – but not just any
old diesel engine. In true Bentley
fashion, it is a big, powerful 4L V8
triple-charged unit that’s designed
to propel the driver from 0-100km/h
in 4.8 seconds. This is, of course, a
vehicle for the super wealthy. Starting
from $285,000, the Bentayga will grab
the attention of connoisseurs (with
deep pockets) looking for a super
luxurious SUV.
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TESLA MODEL S 2017
‘Zero Emissions, Zero Compromises’
sums it up. Model S, Tesla’s first fully
electric sedan, is an evolution in
automotive engineering. Combining
performance, safety and efficiency, it
has reset the world’s expectations for the
car of the 21st century, with the highest
possible safety ratings, the longest range
of any electric vehicle and over-the-air
software updates that continuously
make it better. Totally bespoke, you can
start with an already impressive unit at
$236,100 and then customise into a truly
magnificent machine that lives to be
seen rather than heard.

HONDA
CIVIC HATCH 2017
The Civic has long been described as a
‘hot hatch’; it’s now available in boosted
form. Those engine tinkerers had it right
all along: it’s good to turbo a Honda!
Mirroring the sedan, the SX and SX
Sport hatches are powered by a naturally
aspirated 1.8L engine for those who would
rather not have a turbo yet still enjoy
sporty, athletic styling. The RS Sport gets
a spoiler kit and 1.5 VTEC turbo engine.
And the most desirable option? The
228kW, 2L turbo Type R is one sexy beast
and a lot of car for sub-$60k.

SUZUKI SWIFT RS 2017
The very popular Swift has undergone an impressive
transformation; it has more space and is shorter,
wider and lighter than the outgoing model. Adaptive
cruise control is a first for a Suzuki model sold here
and it’s also the first Suzuki to have a dual sensor
brake support system. The top-spec RS is boosted
with a peppy 998cc 3-cylinder turbo engine; the other
three models available are equipped with a naturally
aspirated 1.2L four-cylinder power plant. The RS is
very reasonably priced at $25,990.

VOLKSWAGEN GOLF 2017
We can confidently label the VW Golf an icon. It is the most successful Volkswagen ever; 32 million cars sold over four
decades says it all. And the latest update cements its position, as it offers more enhanced safety and premium technology
than ever before. The ‘standard across the range’ now consists of front and lane assist technology, an 8-inch glass-covered
touchscreen (with navigation from highline models up), hot-looking LED tail lamps on all, with dark red 3D running
indicators (on R-line up), and five new colours.

www.ancap.com.au

BUYING A NEW CAR?
Get advice from the experts.
The AA Motoring Services team
test-drives new models and makes of car.
Their detailed, impartial reports are
available on aa.co.nz in the cars section,
along with ANCAP safety ratings.

Fuel economy ratings apply to the models
illustrated. To compare fuel efficiency
ratings across other vehicles, go to:
energywise.govt.nz/VFEL
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Now you can earn
AA Smartfuel discounts
on accommodation
Receive a 10 cents per litre* AA Smartfuel
discount for every $100 spent on selected
accommodation.
Plus book with the confidence of the
AA Traveller Best Price Around^ guarantee.
up to a maximum discount of $1.00 per litre on a single fill to a maximum of 50 litres.
^ Terms and conditons apply. Available on selected properties.
*

BEST
PRICE

Look for these logos when
booking at aatraveller.co.nz
or an AA Centre

TRAVEL

Top Spot
Chef and author, Nadia Lim,
loves Central Otago for its
fresh produce.
THE SUMMER before last, when I was pregnant
with my son Bodhi, now 16 months old,
my husband Carlos and I lived off the land
in Central Otago for three weeks. Carlos’
parents live in Hanmer Springs, so after
Christmas there, we travelled around Clyde,
Cromwell, Roxburgh and Bannockburn,
picking produce from apricot and walnut
trees. We gathered wild thyme, caught an eel
from a pond and shot wild rabbits; it was so
much fun. I filled two notebooks to the brim
with new recipes; a few of them feature in my
latest book.
Central Otago is very barren with an
intense, dry heat. The scenery is dramatic
and mighty; it makes you feel very small,
which is cool.
Nadia’s 7th cookbook, Let’s eat! is out now.

PHOTOGRAPH BY MARK SMITH

See aadirections.co.nz for Nadia’s
favourite easy summer recipe.
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A
weekend
away
A TRIP FROM AUCKLAND TO
RAGLAN PROVES AN EASY
ESCAPE FOR KATHRYN WEBSTER.
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IT WAS A VAGUE IDEA kicked into gear by a hard Friday. Let’s get
out of town. Let’s just go.
We left Auckland after the traffic had cooled down – took the
new tunnel to the southern motorway – and two hours later we
were in Raglan. In the busy season it mightn’t have worked, but
we lucked in with vacancies and by 11pm we were ensconced
in a motel in the middle of town. Waking in a new place was
exactly what we needed.
Raglan is a town to wander and after a leisurely breakfast at
The Shack, on the main drag, we wandered: between craft, art
and vintage shops, weighing ourselves down with gifts, secondhand books and jars of local honey.
It’s known for its creative buzz, this town. Many people
make a living from making and the town supports it well with
community galleries and markets.
Down at the wharf, a long walk or a short drive from the
centre of Raglan, a flurry of productive energy was attracting
visitors. There, we found a vintage shop specialising in 50’s and
60’s furniture, art, ornaments and classic vinyl. A chrome lamp,
a formica-top coffee table, a set of stylish cups: I would happily
have bought it all. Next door, hand-made leather shoes, sandals
and bags seemed to be flying out the door – but the winner of
impressive sales was probably Tony Sly Pottery, where a steady
flow of happy shoppers left with intriguing packages. His shiny
ochre, green and cream glazed jugs, platters and bowls were too
tempting; I added to my laden bag.
Also on the wharf was Rick Youmans, marine artist in oil and
watercolour paints and designer of genius presentation cases.
As we talked, his eye wandered to beyond the wharf where a
handful of yachts swung in the tide. How do you manage to sail
in this harbour? He said he avoids going over the tricky bar, but
there is plenty of upper harbour to explore.
Sea birds swept overhead. A quiet steady flow of water
sparkled in the afternoon sun. Across the harbour, intensely
green farmland stretched away interspersed with valleys and
pockets of bush.
We drove down the coast to rocky little bays Manu and
Whale. The waves were dotted with black-sheathed bodies lying
on boards, waiting for mysterious signs. We watched from the
rocks. Others did, too, and discussed the colour of the sky, the
movement of the tide and the shape of the beach. We noticed
many accents and foreign languages spoken.
It confirmed what we’d been told, that because of the good surf,
Raglan is an international town. Young travellers come here for
the spectacular left-hand breaks and long rides and so there is
more diversity found here than most towns its size. Variety and
youth; no wonder there is creative energy here.
One of the travellers recommended the coast road south of
Raglan, suggesting we circle the mountain. He was anxious that
we didn’t have GPS and being out of mobile range we wouldn’t
be able to Google our way…which made me smile. We had a
map. The road we took was a bit hairy – I was glad we’d hired a
4WD, though we passed other cars that weren’t and they were
coping, just going even slower over the ruts and corrugations.
But like many winding coastal roads, it was worth the rough
ride for the wonderful views. Rugged farmland stretched
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ROAD TRIP

toward cliff drops, sun-tipped wrinkled sea stretched to the
horizon. Inland, paddocks sloped toward the bush-covered Mt
Karioi which hid its head in cloud.
We came to a gorge and the road dipped and swung past
steep outcrops, massive trees towering overhead, their feet
hidden in sharp-sided valleys and pockets of dark wild bush.
Down a side road, we parked and walked a short sandy path to
lonely Ruapuke Beach. Dramatic and powerful, it did us a load
of good to walk its length taking deep mouthfuls of wind.
Further along the road, a campground caught our eye.
We drove, past a dam with a diving plank, into a shallow valley
within walking distance but not within view of the
beach. The resident manager welcomed us, showed us the
communal kitchen and a basic, cosy cabin, and if we’d had
linen and food, we could have stayed.
The light was fading and we had a goal, so we kept on,
through Te Mata to a road leading to Bridal Veil Falls. A pretty
forest path alongside a deep, fast-moving stream led us to the
top of the falls. After recent rain the falls were mighty and
thunderous. Further along the path, another lookout provided
an excellent viewpoint from which to be truly impressed.
There wasn’t enough of the day left to walk to the bottom.
Back in Raglan, we checked into a waterfront studio with
windows overlooking the harbour and a footbridge which
demanded an early morning walk. Locals with their dogs,

While you’re there

Small art galleries and craft shops are a feature of Raglan,
including Matapihi Gallery, Jet Collective and Show Off, all
on Bow St, and Kanuka Design Gallery on Wainui Rd.
Raglan’s Old School Arts Centre, on Stewart Street,
hosts exhibitions, workshops and markets.
There are plenty of bush walking tracks
close to Raglan, including to the summit
of Mt Karioi.
Surfing is a big deal in Raglan. As well
as the famous Manu and Whale Bays
that attract experienced surfers,
Ngarunui Beach is safe for beginners.
Several surf schools operate in the
area and hiring equipment is easy, too.
Soundsplash Festival, an ecoconscious, family-friendly weekend of
music, workshops and fun, is on at
Wainui Reserve from January 19 to 21.
The site is five minutes’ drive from
Raglan; camping there is an option
and regular shuttle buses will connect
the venue with Raglan township.
For places to stay with AA Smartfuel
savings, see aatraveller.co.nz
Thank you, AA Thrifty Car Rental. AA Members can save up to 30%
off their next hire by booking exclusive, all-inclusive rental rates; see
aa.co.nz/carrental or phone 0508 73 70 70.

LEFT: The magnificent Bridal
Veil Falls. BELOW: Statue
of Tāwhirimātea, the Māori
god of weather, including
thunder and lightning, wind,
clouds and storms.

visitors like us clutching cups of takeout
coffees, families heading for the
playground in Kopua Domain – it was a
classic Sunday scene.
Before leaving town, we had a seriously
good breakfast at the Raglan Social Club,
enjoying the sun at a footpath table, falling
into easy conversations with passers-by.
On the way east we found Ohautira
Road and took that, driving up a finger
of the harbour, past steep rough farms.
Valleys crumpled and cut into the distance,
rugged little roads disappeared into folds in
the landscape. It was interesting territory,
hinting at mysteries and intrigue.
Waingaro Hot Springs, just beyond
a faded hotel perched on a hill, was
bristling with business. Squeals and
laughter and the scent of barbecues
cooking wafted out over the road.
We popped out into the backyard of
Huntly and it felt like we were back in
civilisation, back in the soup, with the
Waikato Expressway soon scooping us up
and delivering us to the city. Back to the
busyness, but refreshed and replenished
and ready to deal with another week.
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Elisabeth Easther
says, “see what’s
in the sea around
New Zealand.”

THE OCEAN CAN be as exciting as space, and
it’s much easier to explore. With lots to love
beneath the waves, from tiny little anemones
to giant charismatic megafauna, you’d be
missing out on a whole heap of wonderful if
you never took a peek beneath the surface.
Luckily for us, New Zealand has miles of
sensational snorkelling spots that you don’t
need a boat to access.

NORTHLAND
Reotahi Marine Reserve, McLeod’s Bay,
Whangarei Heads
With picturesque pohutukawa fringes (and
less photogenic oil refinery over the water), it's
best enjoyed at high tide with visibility usually
sitting around the four-metre mark. Look out
for parore, mullets, eagle rays, nudibranchs, sea
slugs, kina and baby sweep, and remember to
give way when the kingfish buzz through. If your
eyesight’s sharp, you’ll see plenty of shrimps
and, if you fancy a manicure, lay your palms
on a rock and let the little triplefins sit on your
hands and nibble at your fingers.

AUCKLAND REGION
Whangateau, Leigh
Beyond Matakana on Leigh Rd, pull up beside
the Whangateau Holiday Park at the reserve
next to the campground and head for the lone
mangrove. Mangroves alone are stunning to
view underwater, as are the schools of parore,
spotties and baby mullet who’ll be playing
in Neptune’s necklace. Ideally you’ll want to
snorkel here 45 minutes either side of high tide,
because the current can rip through at mid-tide,
and at low tide there’s no water. But on a good
day at the right time, you can see more fish here
than at nearby Goat Island. Be warned: because
it’s not very deep, you need to check for basking
eagle rays before putting your feet down. You’ll
also find plentiful pipi and cockles here, but
following a mass mortality event in 2008 there’s
a ban on collecting shellfish.

COROMANDEL
Gemstone Bay, Cathedral Cove

PHOTOGRAPH BY LORNA DOOGAN
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Park at Cathedral Cove and walk 15 minutes
down the track, whereupon you’ll come to a
sign pointing to Gemstone Bay. There you’ll
find a snorkel trail that consists of four buoys
with interpretation panels attached to them.
Because the buoys have handles on them,
this is an excellent site for less confident sea
swimmers. You should see supersized snapper,
elegant eagle rays, crayfish and lots of waving
kelp and weed. As a rule you’ll enjoy about
seven metres of visibility with an option for
deep-water snorkelling, too. There needs to
be no more than half a metre of swell though,
otherwise this spot can be dangerous.

TRAVEL

GISBORNE
Te Tapuwae o Rongokako Marine Reserve

PHOTOGRAPH BY JOE PALMER

Taking its name from the footstep left behind
by the great ancestor Rongokako of the
Takitimu waka, this reserve is 16km north of
Gisborne and can be reached via SH35, with
public access at Pouawa where you’ll find car
parks, toilets and picnic tables. Home to over
eight different marine habitats, including
sediment flats and an inshore reef, snorkellers
can enjoy the sights here without having to
go deep. The shallow reef is best enjoyed at
low tide, because once there are white-caps,
the surf can knock you around. But when the
tide is right, gaze at crowds of crayfish in chest
deep water, triplefins, spotties, banded wrasse,
marine snails and a range of sponges. There
are also loads of kina here, so watch where you
put your feet.

WELLINGTON
Tapataronga Marine Reserve, Island Bay

PHOTOGRAPH BY STEW ROBINSON

Starting at the Island Bay Marine Education
Centre, head straight out from the old
surf club building and you’ll find yourself
swimming with schools of jack mackerel,
greenbones, blue moki and spotties, not to
mention nudibranchs, starfish, crayfish,
octopuses, blue moki and yellow-eye mullet.
The paua here are huge, their dark frilled lips
kissing on to the rocks, while the green algae,
known as sea lettuce, appears so bright it’s
almost fluorescent; when the spotties eat it,
they turn bright green, too. Watch out for the
remarkable wandering anemones, slippery
and silky and soft to the touch, and say
‘kia ora’ to Colin the resident conger eel.

Stay safe

• Check the marine forecast
before you head out.
• Dive with a buddy.
• Tell someone where you’re
going and when you expect
to be back.
• Pack the appropriate gear
for the conditions.
Experiencing Marine Reserves
(EMR) helps people enjoy our
unique oceanic environments
with a focus on education and
conservation.
Visit emr.org.nz to find out
about free snorkel events
this summer.

NELSON
Horoirangi Marine Reserve
Enter the water at Glenduan, 12km north
of Nelson, or kayak from Cable Bay’s rocky
beach to access the northern tip of the reserve.
The most common fish here is tarakihi; you’ll
also be able to see ambush starfish, seahorses,
goatfish, blue cod, blue moki and wrasses.
If there’s cloud covering the peak of Mt
Horoirangi, which overlooks the reserve, that’s
usually a sign bad weather is on its way.

Tonga Island Marine Reserve,
Abel Tasman National Park

PHOTOGRAPH BY STEW ROBINSON

Famous for its golden sand beach and
sculptured granite rocks at the southern end of
the reserve, you can’t drive here but it’s pretty
easy to find by kayak, water taxi or by hiking
in. With the reserve spreading out over 1,835
hectares, you’re likely to see crayfish, blue cod,
tarakihi, moki, snapper, seals, octopus, little
penguins, even dolphins. Visitors are advised to
always keep at least 20 metres from the seals.
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AA Members get an even
better deal on Bike Barn’s
wide range of e-bikes.
Bike Barn and AA have partnered to bring AA Members
an even better deal on a wide range of e-bikes in
New Zealand.
Show your AA Membership card in one of Bike Barn’s
19 stores nationwide, and you’ll get a 10% discount on all
bikes (including e-bikes), 10% off parts and accessories,
and a free annual Bronze Service (valued at $59.99).*
E-bikes are a fun, cost effective, and environmentally
friendly solution to your commute. While it’s rare for an
e-bike to break down, the AA now provide AA Roadservice
for e-bikes, so you can call *222 for help at the road side.
Bike Barn stock a wide range of e-bikes to suit you. Head
down to your nearest Bike Barn store and take one for a
test ride.

AA Members save at Bike Barn*
• 10% off ALL bikes
and e-bikes
• 10% off parts and
accessories
• PLUS AA Members can
now take their bikes
to Bike Barn for a
free Bronze Service
(valued at $59.99)

*10% off the average price at which the bikes and/or parts/accessories have been sold, calculated from when the relevant model first went on sale to two weeks before
the actual date of purchase, excluding sales during previous promotional periods for each bike or part/accessory. Discount cannot be used in conjunction with any
other promotions. Free Bronze Service offer is available once per AA Member and is valid for one bicycle only. Offers expire 30 October 2018.

• Albany • Takapuna • North West • New Lynn • Auckland Central
• Mt Wellington • Manukau • Hamilton • Mt Maunganui
• Whakatane • Rotorua • Palmerston North • Napier • Kapiti
• Wellington • Christchurch • Hornby • Home Base • Timaru
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IN THE
SADDLE
Chris van Ryn rides a wild West Coast trail.
THE MORNING CLOUDS hang low,
pastel-smudging the ridge of
blue-grey mountains that fringe
Greymouth. Rusting train carriages
stand with an age-deepening
melancholy, as if remembering
their vigour when shuttling coal to
a bustling port, once the lifeblood
of Greymouth.
I am atop the floodwall, the
barrier that holds back the
Greymouth River during angry
times, about to cycle 100km of
the South Island West Coast
Wilderness Trail. The trail will take
me down the coastline, inland to
Kumara, past Lake Kaniere, and
finish in Hokitika – where, I’m
told, the best fish ‘n’ chips in New
Zealand await me.
Cycling past quaint fishing boats
moored in the Greymouth harbour,
I head out along the seaside, where
wind-whipped white-edged waves
crash in wild abandon, carving up
sand in giant scallops and thrusting
huge piles of driftwood high up the
beach. Here is where I get my first
taste of the quintessential West
Coast landscape: the omnipotent
raw sweep of nature.
At the end of the coastal stretch is
the 127-year-old Taramakau Bridge,
with a new clipped-on section for

cyclists. There’s a tricky stretch of
open road on the other side, about
200m, with no cycle path. I get off
and walk my bike, padding gingerly
along the tiny grass verge.
Heading inland, I encounter
a small stretch of dense forest.
On one side of the trail the slender
trunks are light, almost luminous,
with moss green coverings. On
the other they are, curiously, a
sooty hue of black, the result, I
discover, of sunlight deprivation.
Then I notice something else. It’s
completely silent. Minutes pass in
utter quiet.
Then a faint call, a distant
sound: an ascending warbling,
echo fading into silence. A tui.
And again, edging into the
silence, this time a soothing buzz:
a bumble bee.
At the corner of the township of
Kumara stands a battered olivegreen weatherboard dwelling. It’s a
photo gallery, with walls filled with
a celebration of the West Coast.
Kumara had its fling with gold
in 1876. Today’s gold is in the
form of two wheels and I’m told
every year sees exponential growth
coming from the cycle trail. Several
buildings have been restored,
including the Theatre Royal Hotel
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“Can I take your photo?”
“Sure!” he says, laughing. “You’d be
surprised how often we’re asked!”
Am I old fashioned? Perhaps, but
cycling off, the word that comes to mind
is ‘wholesome’. I wish every family in the
world could do this.
The trail crosses over fabulous swing
bridges with vistas out across the ravine.
I meet 60-year-old Anne. More
precisely, Anne passes me at an
impressive clip and, out of solidarity,
I suspect, pulls up to say hello. She has
come from Greymouth and will finish
PREVIOUS PAGE: Riding
near the Taramakau Bridge.
ABOVE & LEFT: On a swing
bridge en route to Cowboy
Paradise. BELOW: The
127-year-old Taramakau
Bridge. TOP RIGHT: Rock
assemblage overlooking a
river near Kumara reservoir.

at Lake Kaniere – a ride close to 80km,
making my 39-kilometre leg to Cowboy
Paradise seem rather limp.
“I’ve been cycling my whole life,” she
says, with joie de vivre, as she heads off
up the hill.
My pace slows. Finally, I trudge
alongside my bike. Then: relief!
A sudden rapid descent: a thrilling
serpentine trail that manoeuvres through
slender trees, finally uncoiling, so that
I coast gently, serenely, onto the plateau
upon which Cowboy Paradise sits.
The sun is setting over the hills, framing
the valley and casting the foreground in
silhouette. Fingers of gold break through
the twilight in a heart-stopping rush of
light. My weariness disappears.
Cowboy Paradise is a place where you
might tether your horse instead of your
bike. Cabins flank either side of a large
building. The central hall is capacious,
with a large dining table at one end that
runs the width of the room. From the deck
is a majestic prospect of the valley below.
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and the BNZ building, now luxury
accommodation with tasteful period
furnishings, richly patterned wallpaper
and a drawing room where one can
linger over a single malt whisky.
The following morning I depart as the
sun begins its ascent: a quiet, gentle,
pristine time of day.
The trail runs between the waters
of the Kapitea and Kumara reservoirs,
which first provided power to the West
Coast in 1928. The water is a startling
blue. Beneath are rocks of rust red, which
glow golden in the sunlight. The surface
ripples with tiny oscillating waves,
distorting reflections of clouds, nearby
mountains and a scattering of tree
stumps standing partially submerged
within the reservoir, their roots
entombed in a watery grave. Their aspect
is haunting, majestic and beautiful.
A curving boardwalk leads through
lowlands of bush towards the mountains
– a 310m ascent and the most challenging
leg of the ride. Before I can embark upon
it, I feel the vibration of wheels on boards
and, swooping down upon me, is a group
of six women. They are out for a day’s
cycling, a weekly thing, and someone
says, “we live in paradise,” and we joke
about fitness, or my lack of it, and
everyone is laughing.
Moments later I meet a family of four.
“We are headed along the boardwalk to
the reservoir,” announces Dad.

Over a roast dinner people swap cycle
tales, and, as if the trail has dissolved
inhibitions, share life narratives
with unusual candour. The sense
of connectedness through a shared
experience is palpable.
The next morning, I weave my way
down a series of switchbacks into the
valley. Before I see it, I hear it: the rush
of water over stones. The cycle path runs
alongside wide flowing water; the river
coming from deep in the mountains, like
in an early 20th-century New Zealand
landscape painting.
It’s an easy ride to Lake Kaniere.
I arrive as drizzle sets in. Droplets roll,
swell then drip from my helmet. The
distant hills surrounding the water are
monochromatic shadows.
My departure from the lake is
accompanied by a sign warning me not
to stray too close to redundant mine
shafts. The trail sits adjacent to a timber
water race, built in 1875. The water, once
used for sifting through grain for gold,
is swift and clear. There is something
thrilling about riding this trail: this is
where much of New Zealand’s colonial
history began. It echoes with the

aspirations, disappointments, sweat and success of those who
pushed their way through indigenous rainforest in search
of “better”. It weaves a unique trajectory through landscape,
history and the narratives of characters along the way.
The track narrows. On my left a vertiginous drop. Then there
are dips and hollows. The bike collects speed, moving with an
easy, undulating rhythm through the wooded environment.
I’m up on the pedals, whooping. Therapy for mind and muscle.
After an hour’s cycle through outlying suburbs, I reach Hokitika.
I pull up at a small shop on the edge of town. I’ve just done
100km and I deserve it. Steam rises as I rip open a bundle of
newsprint. I reach in and retrieve my first, crisp, succulent
chip. The best in New Zealand.

Visitor information
The entire West Coast Wilderness Trail is 132km and
designed to be ridden in four days. It’s graded easy
with just a short section graded intermediate.
The trail can be enjoyed in either direction
between Greymouth and Ross. Accommodation
is available in all towns along the way; bike hire
and trail transport is based in Greymouth
and Hokitika.
See nzcycletrail.com for details and maps.
WHILE YOU’RE THERE
Visit Treetops Walk, south of Hokitika, to get high into the
rainforest canopy. A platform and tower provide access to another
world and a bird’s-eye view of the surrounding bush and distant
lakes, mountains and coast.

THE WATER IS A
STARTLING BLUE.
BENEATH ARE ROCKS
OF RUST RED, WHICH
GLOW GOLDEN IN
THE SUNLIGHT.

Lake Kaniere, surrounded by
snow-capped mountains, is a
popular picnic spot. Take a short
walk from there to the Dorothy Falls.
Buy a quality souvenir. Hokitika
is packed with art and culture and
is home to many artists and
craftspeople with open studios
and galleries.
A trip to Shantytown, south of Greymouth, is a trip to yesteryear.
The heritage park is a re-creation of a gold rush town, complete
with a steam train, and is a big hit with history fans.
Take a camera: springtime travellers are in
for a treat in Ross, where blossom trees line
the main street.
Pick up a New Zealand Cycle Trail Guide from
an AA Centre. See aatraveller.co.nz for
itinerary ideas and places to stay.
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A BREATH
OF FRESH AIR
PULLING ON EXTRA LAYERS, we slip into inky darkness and nestle
among tussocks carpeting the cliff face. We throw our heads
back and fix our eyes on the infinite void above us. I feel small.
I’d never seen a sky like this before: stars strewn like spilt
glitter. If you ever need to regain perspective on your place in
this world, just look at the night sky.
Earlier this year, Great Barrier Island became the first island
in the world to be awarded a ‘Dark Sky Sanctuary’ title by the
International Dark-Sky Association. With no main power, the
island in Auckland’s Hauraki Gulf has minimal light pollution
and so is perfect for stargazing.
But that’s not the sole reason for our visit. Great Barrier
Island is an easy escape from Auckland; it is a very scenic
30-minute flight or a journey by ferry of about four and a half
hours. We opt to fly and are greeted with bluebird skies and
views of untouched turquoise bays on arrival.
We share the road with inquisitive fantails and tui while
navigating our rental car from Claris Airport to Wild Rose
café in Tryphena. A wood pigeon rests in a pohutukawa tree,
watching as we finish the last mouthfuls of our breakfast.
Next door, we gather produce from the Stonewall Store
to take back to our rented accommodation then wander the
Saturday market and find inspiration in local art.
On Medland’s Beach, I sit underneath a makeshift hut,
woven from palm tree fronds, and watch the sky morph from
pale blue to candyfloss pink, then dark orange before deep
navy blue. A sunset walk along the island’s most well-known
stretch of fine sand reconnects me. Earlier, before the sky had
changed, we’d skipped over rock pools surrounding the base of
‘Mike’s Rock’, an affectionately named mound with a memorial
plaque at the top, and made designs from bright shells
scattered along the shore.
I find my gaze often lifts here. Not just to the stars, but to
magnificent towering rock formations reminiscent of Jurassic
Park scenes as we edge up Mt Hobson via Windy Canyon track.
Panoramic vistas distract us from the physical struggle of
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Getting there

Flights to Great Barrier Island leave from several
points, including Auckland Domestic Airport,
North Shore, Ardmore, Whitianga and Tauranga
airfields. The Sealink Ferry leaves from Auckland’s
Wynyard Wharf. Many visitors choose a flight
and ferry combo.
GETTING AROUND
The ferry transports vehicles. Rental cars
are available for hire on the island.
SLEEPING OVER
There are several DOC campsites near
beaches and walking tracks, most with
toilets and water. Motels and rented
accommodation is also available.
WHILE YOU’RE HERE
There are many good tracks on the
island, including to Mt Hobson which
is a steep climb of about two hours
one way via Windy Canyon.
The track to Kaitoke hot springs is
about 40 minutes each way.
From sheltered bays to crashing
surf, Great Barrier Island has an
abundance of unspoiled beaches. Awana Beach is noted for
excellent year-round surfing and Kaitoke, south of Claris, also
boasts good breaks. Dolphins are often spotted at Okupu Bay.
This is also a good picnic spot and is complete with a public
barbecue. Bring your own food and drinks to enjoy the sunset.
Be inspired by local art and craft at Aotea Community Art Gallery in
Claris, and call into The Milk, Honey and Grain Museum to learn
about the island’s history and what life was like for its early settlers.
See greatbarrierislandtourism.co.nz for more.

PHOTOGRAPHS BY MONICA TISCHLER

Monica Tischler enjoys the slower
pace on Great Barrier Island.
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climbing. From up high, we see cool blue
pools and white sand shorelines zigzag
around the inlets of Port Fitzroy.
Close to 60% of the island's 27,400
hectares is publicly owned and managed
by the Department of Conservation.
DOC is trapping for wild cats on Mt
Hobson in an effort to protect the black
petrel which breeds here. A lot of effort
is put in to ensure the island is rid
of pests. Goats and possums were
eradicated in a combined initiative by
Auckland Regional Council and DOC a
few years ago. The main challenge now is
to control wild pigs and cats.
Smooth pebbles make the perfect head
rest. I look up at ponga ferns and nikau
palms filtering the pale late-afternoon
sunlight, open like umbrellas on a beach.
We’re tucked away in the bush. Warm
water from Kaitoke hot springs wraps
around us; easing our aching bones from
the earlier walk. The sulphurous pools
dammed in Kaitoke Stream are due to
underground volcanic action. We had
wandered the path to the pools after
picking up lunch at My Fat Puku café in

Claris; a welcome change of pace from
the almost vertical stairs up Mt Hobson.
There’s a real sense of ease on the
island. That ease is present in the
friendliness of locals, who follow the
‘island etiquette’ of lifting a finger from
the steering wheel in a welcoming
acknowledgement and flashing a smile
when passing by. It’s in the way museums
and galleries leave doors unlocked when

unattended, an honesty box for donations
inside. It’s in the voice of the waiter behind
the counter at Tryphena’s Mulberry Grove
Café. After placing an order for burgers, he
looks at us with concern in his eyes.
“I’d be more than happy to make you
dinner, but I need to finish another order
beforehand. I hope that’s OK, do you mind
waiting?” he asks. We settle in front of the
roaring fire, more than happy to wait.

Exclusive AA Member Deal
All inclusive package includes:

Competitive daily rental rates
Discounted comprehensive insurance policy with
$0 excess liability*
FREE additional drivers
FREE Accessories (GPS, roof racks, snow chains & child seats)
*Special terms and conditions apply for AA Members aged
between 21 and 24.

Book online gorentals.co.nz/aa-membership
or call 0800 467 368
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Retirement doesn’t mean
it’s time to slow down

Having a comfortable and reliable car is even
more important in your senior years – with a
Heartland Reverse Mortgage you can afford
to upgrade or even buy the car you’ve always
wanted.
Heartland Reverse Mortgages* are designed
for customers aged 60 years and over and allow
a senior to access value in their home without
having to sell it. Many people use it to fund
medical procedures, monthly living expenses,
travel to visit family or a host of other uses to
make life easier and more comfortable.

Monthly Regular Advance** is a monthly option
ideal for borrowers looking to supplement their
income streams and live a better retirement.
It enables you to complement your retirement
income with a regular monthly advance; a
no-fuss alternative to help you manage your
finances over a period of 5 to 10 years.

Call our friendly team at 0800 488 740
or visit www.seniorsfinance.co.nz

*Heartland Seniors Finance is a division of Heartland Bank Limited. **Lending criteria, fees and charges apply,
including a one-off set up fee for a monthly regular advance.
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Open sky country
TONI BARLOW TAKES A DAY TRIP IN CANTERBURY.
Canterbury Plains are often blocked by
Mt Hutt, creating a paradise of sunshine
for Lake Coleridge.
I drive into the village following a farm
truck with happy dogs panting in the
back. Several men are standing around
at a house under construction, having
a laugh and getting little done. There’s
a mix of older and modern homes,
some with large vegetable gardens and
chickens. Grassy domains make the
houses feel like they’re set in a park.
Down a small winding hill I’m
suddenly faced with a monolith: Lake
Coleridge Power Station. The old power
station – the original reason the village
was constructed here – still pumps out as
much energy as ever. Massive pipes run
down a steep hill bringing water from
Lake Coleridge to the turbines inside,
which empty into the Rakaia River.
The geography is perfect for a hydrostation, but the geology wasn’t, as the
early engineers discovered.
The village’s busy past is recorded
in photos displayed outside the power
station’s elegant building. It’s fascinating
to see images of the original nearby
lodge, once home to workers and now
tourist accommodation.
I could stop here to explore more,
investigate the salmon farm, take a
horse trek, or wander along the village
pathways, including through an old
arboretum of pines where seedlings
from around the world were planted in
an early forestry experiment. But I’m
committed to a three-hour hike up Peak
Hill, described as the highlight of the
many walking tracks in the area.

The description of the Peak Hill walk
is not exaggerated: it’s a strenuous and
sometimes slippery climb that has my
heart thumping for an hour and a half
of steady pace. Fortunately, the view
rewards me well. The 360-degree vista
takes in a mighty landscape of Lake
Coleridge, vast braided rivers, scree
slopes and mountain tundra.
There is much to explore in this region.
Gravel roads around the lake lead to
several other walking tracks that I don’t
have time to tackle.
I start to plan a long weekend.

Visitor
information
Lake Coleridge Village is basic:
there are no shops, no
petrol is sold there and
mobile phone coverage
is not reliable.

Terrace Down Resort
has the area’s only café; book ahead for
the popular Sunday buffet lunch.
Accommodation options include farm
stays, holiday homes and lodges and
should be pre-booked.
There are several walks and adventure
activities in the region, for more
information and to download a map of
the area, visit lakecoleridgenz.info
See aatraveller.co.nz for more
Canterbury itinerary ideas.

PHOTOGRAPH BY TONI BARLOW

ONE HUNDRED YEARS ago there would
not have been a New Zealander who
didn’t know about Lake Coleridge. The
lake became an icon of progress when
the government built New Zealand’s
first hydro-electric power station there.
Today, it’s largely overlooked but at
just an hour’s drive from Christchurch
Airport, I’m not sure why. From what I’ve
heard, the glacier-gouged, deep-blue lake
in the Canterbury foothills is a gem.
Looking to lose the crowds for a
spell, I hit the road. From Christchurch
I drive to Darfield where I stop for
petrol and a coffee. The main street is
a sight to behold: lined in cherry trees
in springtime blossom with the snowcapped mountains in the distance.
As I continue towards the foothills, my
spirits lift.
I take a detour to look around the posh
grounds of Terrace Downs Resort, built
around an 18-hole golf course and taking
in spectacular views to Mt Hutt across
the Rakaia Gorge.
The resort organises ‘high country
activities’ like archery, fishing, hunting
and photography trips, even heli-skiing.
There’s also a jet boat that takes trips up
the Rakaia River that interests me, but
for today the view from the café is all I
need, appreciating that I can enjoy it for
the price of a drink.
Onward, towards Lake Coleridge
Village, another 15 minutes down the road.
I’m heading toward big, open skies,
which is characteristic of the Upper
Rakaia Valley. The weather from the
West Coast rarely reaches over, while
cloud and rain that travel up the
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Glacier Bay

Skagway

• Iconic luxury hotels and resorts, including a guaranteed
Lakeview Room at Fairmont Chateau Lake Louise
• All sightseeing, including the option to customise your
own adventure with APT’s Freedom of ChoiceTM inclusions
• Tipping, airport transfers, sightseeing excursions,
luxury coaches, port charges and many meals

Classic Rockies & Alaska Cruise

Companion Fly Free*
23 days from $15,345* per person, twin share
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ALASKA

• Seven-night Holland America Line Inside Passage cruise
in a guaranteed Verandah Stateroom
• Two-day Rocky Mountaineer rail journey in GoldLeaf Service
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With over 40 different travel experiences to choose from
on your Classic Rockies & Alaska Cruise, you can make
Canada & Alaska truly yours with APT. As pioneers of
Canada and Alaska holidays, experience the effortless
class of touring we’ve perfected over 90 years.
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Discover Canada & Alaska
your way
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Visit aptouring.co.nz/Canada2018 or call 0800 222 089 or see your local travel agent
*Conditions apply. SEE: aptouring.co.nz/SpecialDeals for full conditions. Price is based on per person (pp), NZD, twin share and includes port charges. Price is correct as at 30 August 2017. Price based on UT23BWIV: 20 April 2018 (Verandah Stateroom). OFFERS: Limited seats on set departures
are available and are subject to availability. DEPOSITS: A first non-refundable deposit of $1,000 pp is due within 7 days of booking. Australian Pacific Touring Pty Ltd. ABN 44 004 684 619. APT6079
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Preserving
OUR STORIES

Jo Percival checks out some classic New Zealand collections.
FROM THE TIP of the North Island to the
bottom of the South, New Zealand is dotted
with small museums – more than 470 in fact.
Showcasing everything from local history and
industry, to lovingly curated hobby collections
exhibiting beer cans or Elvis memorabilia,
these hidden gems of Kiwi culture are worth a
detour on your next road trip.
In the Bay of Islands, home to the
Waitangi Treaty Grounds, local history forms
an important part of the region’s attraction.
But aside from the popular Waitangi historic
precinct, a gem of a museum can be found
across the bay in Russell.
Pompallier House, built in 1842, is the
country’s oldest industrial building. It once
housed a printing works where missionaries
translated church texts from Latin to te reo
Māori before printing and binding them
into books. Today, visitors can wend their
way through meticulously tended gardens
to the rammed earth building that houses a
tannery and the original French missionary’s
printing press, restored to working condition.
Further south, Dargaville Museum,
overlooking the Wairoa River, is a
celebration of the early pioneer life in
the northern part of the country and the
‘Northland Gold’, aka kauri gum, that
sustained the early settlers of the area.
Complete with carpet designed to look
like the deck of a ship – nails and all – the

museum is part maritime history, part
local history and part retelling of the
kauri industry.
In the central North Island, the history
of logging in New Zealand is further
explored at the Putaruru Timber
Museum. Rather than kauri, the museum
explores the beginnings of the country’s
contemporary timber production. Set
on the site of New Zealand’s first radiata
pine nursery in 1926, which later became
a timber mill in 1944, the museum
showcases the early and often gruelling
days of New Zealand’s timber trade.
Local industry is the focus of
many small museums. In Huntly the
museum is centred around coal mining,
Coromandel has gold and in Hamilton
it’s agriculture. Coastal cities naturally
highlight their maritime histories –
from Hokianga to Port Chalmers – and
venturing further south the focus shifts
to New Zealand’s brutal and at times
stark whaling history.
Rotorua is a hot spot for exploring the
history of early Māori, no place more than
the country’s most visited archaeological
site: Te Wairoa, the Buried Village.
The 1886 eruption of Mount Tarawera
most famously destroyed the eighth
wonder of the world, the pink and white
terraces, but it also buried Te Wairoa

SUMMER 2017

65

TRAVEL

village in ash and volcanic material,
effectively preserving it in time. Over the
years, excavation has revealed the village
layout as an amalgamation of traditional
Māori and English settlement patterns,
providing a fascinating insight into the
cultural melting pot of the area.
In Hawke’s Bay the recently refreshed
MTG in Napier – which, with its new
architecturally designed building

ABOVE: Central Hawke’s Bay
Settlers Museum. FACING
PAGE: The Diamond Gully
Trading Post at Shantytown
Heritage Park, Greymouth.

certainly doesn’t qualify for the ‘small’ museum
category – investigates the aftermath of another of
New Zealand’s catastrophic natural disasters. The
MTG houses a comprehensive and sobering journey
through the stories surrounding the devastating 1931
earthquake that reshaped Napier into the Art Deco
capital it is today.
South from Napier, in Waipawa, the Central
Hawke’s Bay Settlers Museum travels even further
back in time to the early pioneers of the region.
Waipawa was settled 150 years ago this year, making
it one of the oldest inland towns in New Zealand.
The Settlers Museum takes visitors through displays
that represent original homes and businesses in
the area and also includes a large collection of
photographs of early Central Hawke’s Bay families.
While the Settlers Museum is housed in an historic
bank building, many of the country’s small museums
are set up in an outdoor format where visitors can
immerse themselves in an approximation of daily
life from yesteryear. Alongside traditional museum
exhibits showcasing the history of the region, the
Shantytown Heritage Park in Greymouth offers the
chance to pan for gold or ride a stream train on an
original bush tramway.
In Auckland, the Howick Historic Village is
similarly set up as a ‘living museum’ that takes

Discover
CaptainCook's
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Embark on a unique multi-day voyage of discovery
that very few New Zealanders get to experience
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*Conditions apply.

visitors, who are encouraged to don period clothing
for photo ops, on an immersive experience through
restored 19th-century cottages, a school house,
church and general store.
History is preserved not only through buildings
and replications of a particular time period, but also
through artefacts. In Dannevirke, the comprehensive
collection of model cars and vehicles at Dave’s Den
showcases automotive history in miniature. With
more than 8,500 vehicles on display, catalogued by
chronology and toy brand, Dave Pawson’s private
collection in his converted garage is a testament to
years of passionate collecting.
In Masterton, the collection at the Museum of
Childhood focuses on toys and everyday items that
have been found in New Zealand homes throughout
history, showing how items that were once mundane
become fascinating with the passing of time. Toys are
a great barometer for the values and social attitudes
of a particular era, and the Museum of Childhood
uses them to take visitors on a journey through
changes in New Zealand culture and ideologies.
Childhood memorabilia can also be found at the
National Transport and Toy Museum in Wanaka,
home to one of the largest private toy collections in
the world. Founded by Gerald Rhodes more than

IMAGES COURTESY OF SHUTTERSTOCK.COM

It’s through our community museums that locals
deepen their knowledge of their home town, share
their interests and strengthen community bonds.
50 years ago and now run by his children Jason and
Debbie, the collection includes military vehicles,
rare and unusual aircraft, cars, trucks and fire
appliances, alongside a huge collection of toys of all
sizes and eras: from rocking horses, to pedal cars,
porcelain dolls to Barbies.
While collecting toys could be seen as quirky,
they're not a patch on some of the niche collections
that can be found tucked away around the country.
In Galatea, a small settlement in the Bay of Plenty,
is the New Zealand Beer Can Museum. Boasting
the first ever beer can produced amongst its
exhibits, the museum, curated by Barry Steiner
in his purpose-built farm shed, has more than
12,000 beer cans from around the world, plus beer
memorabilia, vintage tractors and classic Ford cars.
In Hawera, a private museum collection is
dedicated to ‘The King.’ The Elvis Presley Memorial
Record Room contains thousands of Elvis
recordings, souvenirs and memorabilia – some of
it signed by the legend himself. Run by Kevin ‘KD’
Wasley, a long time Hawera local and full-time Elvis
fan, the museum’s collection is a fanatical tribute to
the legendary singer, right down to the Elvis-themed
mugs, ties and cufflinks.
So many of the country’s small museums are
run by a passionate, but ageing, team of collectors
and volunteers who labour for the love of history.
In our increasingly digitised world, where culture

is consumed by clicks, supporting these
local endeavours has never been more
important.
For Phillipa Tocker, Executive Director
of Museums Aotearoa, the appeal and
importance of small local museums
shouldn’t be overstated. “It’s through our
community museums that locals deepen
their knowledge of their home town,
share their interests and strengthen
community bonds,” she says. “Domestic
visitors from further afield can find out
about other parts of the country and
learn about local specialities, while
international visitors can gain insight
into the characters, history and diversity
that makes us who we are.”
Phillipa says that one of the big
challenges faced by small museums is
that travellers today are so inclined to
take the fastest route, rather than leave
time for unplanned excursions. “If we
allow a few extra hours on the road we
can follow that unexpected signpost.
A bit more serendipity would make
travelling in New Zealand a much more
rewarding and interesting experience.”
Additional reporting by Debrin Foxcroft.
See nzmuseums.co.nz for more.
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BOXING DAY — 18 FEBRUARY 2018
YOU’VE BOOKED YOUR TRIP, GATHERED THE KIDS
AND PACKED THE PICNIC BASKET; NOW BE A PART OF
NEW ZEALAND’S FAVOURITE FAMILY RACEDAY!
When the hustle and bustle of Christmas ends, it’s the perfect
time to unwind with friends and family at an Interislander
Summer Festival raceday. These events are perfect for families
to relax, with children’s entertainment provided in a dedicated
More FM Kids Go Racing area and activities throughout the
day for everyone to enjoy.
Kicking off your jandals and sinking into a beach chair to
watch the races while the kids are treated to hot chips and
ice cream — it doesn’t get much more Kiwi than that! A lot
of families pack goodies in a picnic basket or take advantage
of the delicious offerings from food vendors around the
racecourses.

“I thought the whole day had a really
nice community feel about it. It was
really fun, well organised and family
friendly.”
– Sarah Mitchell, attended
Interislander Summer Festival Kurow Races
Racegoers keep returning every year because they can get
up-close to the horses, jockeys and drivers. It’s a unique
experience, feeling the ground shake as the horses come

thundering down the home straight. Many add to the
excitement by placing a bet — jumping out of their seat when
their horse comes in first.
“It was great spending time with family. It was also so exciting
watching the horses coming in… win or lose it was fun.”
wrote Kim Hawker who attended the Interislander Summer
Festival Rotorua Races.
From Ruakaka’s ocean breeze in the North, to the picturesque
Wingatui Racecourse in the South, more than 30 Interislander
Summer Festival racedays take place over the peak summer
period. It’s a perfect opportunity to gather together a group
of friends, swap the iPads for ice creams and make the most
of New Zealand’s beautiful summer.
Many of the Interislander Summer Festival racedays are held
at rural racecourses, making them a great community gettogether. All generations from the young, to the young at
heart, come together to enjoy New Zealand’s oldest pastime.
Families from all across the country have been marking
Interislander Summer Festival racedays on their calendars for
years. It’s something different to experience, and with free
racecourse entry for children aged 17 years and under, it’s no
wonder families keep coming back year after year.

RUAKAKA
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THAMES
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2 Jan 2018
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27 Dec 2017
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ENTER THE DRAW TO WIN A
SUMMER PRIZE PACK!
$500 Interislander Travel voucher, two tickets to an
Interislander Summer Festival event of your choice,
picnic blanket, Skinnies sun gel and a picnic hamper of
summer drinks to keep you hydrated!
Go to theraces.co.nz/AA an enter the code:
‘AWESOMESUMMER’
and your details to be in to win!
To view Terms & Conditions. Entries close 1 Dec 2017.
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Close
encounters
Pamela Wade meets some
Galapagos Islands locals.

W

PHOTOGRAPHS BY PAMELA WADE

e came from New Zealand, the UK and
US, Switzerland and Spain: four on their
honeymoons, two on a post-children OE,
some researching for a travel programme, a few purely
on vacation. Everyone was achieving an ambition
in coming to the Galapagos Islands, and most of us
were faintly astonished at how easy it was to reach
somewhere so famously isolated: it’s just 90 minutes
by plane from Guayaquil, Ecuador’s second city.
Whisked on board the Ocean Spray after
arriving on San Cristobal Island, Cruise Director
Debora gave us the tour of this luxurious 16-berth
catamaran: elegantly decorated dining room and
lounge, open-air dining and bar, a Jacuzzi on the top
deck, plenty of viewing areas and our cabins, roomy
air-conditioned staterooms. The boat is constantly
touring the islands and most guests were here for a
week, some of us, sadly, for only three nights.
We met Morris, our naturalist/guide who, like all
the staff on this locally owned boat, was a native
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of the islands. Far from being jaded by constant
exposure to the distinctive wildlife that makes the
islands so fascinating to a newcomer, he was as
excited as we were to observe their interactions, and
to try to capture the ultimate photograph. Not just of
the creatures: at the end of our cruise, he presented
an edited video in which we, too, starred.
He taught us geology, geography and history, on the
spot, with the aid of diagrams scratched in the damp
sand with a stick, and we understood the why and the
how, and the importance of the Darwin connection to
these volcanic islands. But for us all, it was the wildlife
that we’d come for, and it was everywhere.
In the morning, dainty Elliot’s storm-petrels
danced on the glossy water above their reflections,
until they were broken by sea lions showing off their
swimming skills. Frigate birds soared overhead, and
brown pelicans sat on the rough black basalt rocks on
the shore, delicately preening their feathers with their
huge bills. Marine iguanas, red and black, basked in
the sun, occasionally sneezing salt over each other.
Everywhere, there were blue-footed boobies, their
webbed feet looking artificially coloured: we saw them
up close, sitting on nests of two eggs surrounded
by a white ring of splashed guano — no need for
camouflage in these predator-free islands — and a
newly hatched chick, grey and spiky. We watched as

LEFT: Our home for the
duration, The Ocean Spray.
ABOVE: A flock of boobies
dive-bombs for food in an
inlet in an impressive display
of group coordination.
RIGHT: A blue-footed booby
performs a mating dance.

an older chick, white and fluffy, nagged its mother
until she regurgitated an unsuitably large fish, which
she then swallowed again, for later.
On an untouched morning, we glided in the
pangas (inflatable boats) into a mangrove-edged
lagoon where a large flock of boobies swirled
through the air with aerobatic ease and then,
suddenly, dived like missiles. The water erupted
with scores of explosive splashes then was still for
a moment before the birds popped back onto the
surface to swallow their fish, and take off again.
They did it over and over.
There was just as much to see and admire under
the water. Kitted out with snorkelling gear and
wetsuits — needed because the cold Humboldt
Current is what keeps the sea life so abundant —
we slipped into the clear, turquoise water and were
delighted. Turtles, everywhere! It was late August,
and the moon was full, so in the bay off Floreana
Island green turtles waited for night-time to drag
themselves ashore and lay their eggs. They dozed
on the bottom, or cruised over the rocks grazing
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HEARING THEM BARKING AS THEY
SPRAWLED IN LARGE GROUPS ON
THE SAND IN THE SUN, WE COULD
READILY ACCEPT THAT THEIR
CLOSEST RELATIVE IS THE DOG.
on the algae and, far from being disturbed by our
presence, it was hard to back off fast enough to keep
the recommended distance from them.
The sea lions were the real rebels, powering
through the water to inspect us closely, twirling
and diving in what it was hard not to see as
a demonstration of how clumsy we were in
comparison with their ease and grace. Nose-to-nose
with their whiskery faces, or hearing them barking
as they sprawled in large groups on the sand in
the sun, we could readily accept that their
closest relative is the dog.
The sheer variety of sea life, from
starfish to school fish to huge
pink and turquoise parrot fish,
to rays, to reef sharks, to a
jauntily striped moray eel,
kept us all fascinated as
we circled the ring of
rocks that make

up the Devil’s Crown, a drowned volcano with
a coral reef in its centre. It was only afterwards
that we realised we were chilled, but with a warm
Jacuzzi for our outsides, and a cup of hot chocolate
for our insides, we were soon restored to comfort.
It was a typically thoughtful touch by the hardworking crew on the Ocean Spray, and no-one
did more for our well-being than Adrian, the chef.
While the dinner table conversation was a
highlight of the day, it was the food that
was the star act. It was excellent:
beautifully presented, delicious,
and different every day, with
a strong emphasis on local
ingredients.

The writer cruised Galapagos as a guest of Viva Expeditions,
Chimu Adventures, Haugen Cruises and LAN Airlines.
• LATAM flies direct Auckland to Santiago, Chile four times
weekly: see latam.com
• Viva Expeditions and Chimu Adventures are New
Zealand specialists in creating customised itineraries
throughout Latin America and Antarctica.
Visit vivaexpeditions.com or chimuadventures.com
• Before you go, make sure you’re covered.
Go to aa.co.nz/travel/insurance or call into an
AA Centre.

TOP LEFT: Sea lions are
unfazed by photographers.
BOTTOM LEFT: A marine
iguana warms up in the sun
after feeding under water.
ABOVE: A Sally Lightfoot
crab makes a dash for it.
TOP RIGHT: A great blue
heron hunts for crabs,
watched by a sea lion.
BELOW: Green sea turtles
are the only species to nest
in the Galapagos Islands.

Who knows what would have
happened the day that the captain
announced dolphins, if it had been at
the beginning of a meal, instead of at
the end. Fortunately, we were spared
that agonising choice and left our empty
dessert bowls to rush outside and hang
over the bow and watch as a dozen or
more bottlenose dolphins rode the waves,
leaping and diving with as much joy as
we felt to see them. It was just another
perfect Ocean Spray moment.
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IN
GOOD
COMPANY
Welcoming locals give Monica Tischler a deeper
understanding of life in Italy and Austria.

OLIVE TREES cast a silver shimmer across
rolling hills that glow under a burnt-amber
sun. Perhaps it’s the sun, or another special
ingredient, I wonder, that makes the people
of Italy radiate warmth, too.
What’s it like to run a Tuscan vineyard?
Travellers rarely have the opportunity to
sit with Italian winemakers over a glass of
their latest vintage and I’m grateful for the
chance to be doing so. It lets me experience
Tuscany on a deeper level.
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I don’t think I would get this feeling of
connectedness if I were travelling solo. I’m
part of a Join Trafalgar tour of Italy and
Austria, and on it I’ll meet locals and learn
about what makes them tick. I get a closer
look at their lives than most travellers would.
Gian Luigi Lenzi, his wife Pamela and
their daughter Diana put on a feast in
the barrel room of their 16-acre vineyard,
Fattoria di Petroio. Between mouthfuls of
Diana’s delicious home cooking, I chat to

PHOTOGRAPHS BY MONICA TISCHLER
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her about how she found herself at the
helm of her family’s wine estate.
After completing a political science
degree, and later graduating from chef ’s
school, she followed her mother’s motto
to ‘Learn as you go’ and threw herself
into the family business. “This is our
legacy and it’s something we all believe
in; it’s home,” Diana says.
My journey had begun in Rome.
Early in the day, I wandered the ancient
streets, getting my first taste of Europe.
I joined the hordes of other tourists and
pointed my camera at the intricate detail
of The Vatican City and the crumbling
limestone walls of the Coliseum. I threw
a tiki over my shoulder into the Trevi
Fountain and made a wish. I bought
fresh strawberries from a market and
smiled as I wandered cobbled streets
lined with flowering cherry blossoms.
It wasn’t until later that evening,
exchanging conversation with a local
SUMMER 2017
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in his living room, that I began to get a
feel for Roman life today.
The warmth of Fabio’s apartment is
welcoming. Chefs prepare a feast in the
open-plan kitchen. Fabio pops the cork
on a bottle of red wine and tells us about
life as a professional chef and life on
Rome’s Tiber Island. As darkness pulls
a curtain over daylight, I feel closer and
more connected to the city.
It’s impressive the speed at which the
antique loom is worked to transform
thousands of threads into a traditional
piece. I’ve travelled from Rome to Perugia,
arriving at the quaint Church of San
Francesco delle Donne, one of the oldest
Franciscan churches in Italy. The woman
behind the loom is Marta, a local who’s
dedicated to maintaining the art of handweaving textiles. Inside the stone church
is Marta’s workshop and her handiworks
adorn the walls. Weaving is an art close
to Marta’s heart and was passed down to
her through generations of women in her
family. It’s one of the few traditional frame
hand-weaving workshops left in Italy.
Heading northwest into Tuscany I
run my fingers over a beautifully woven

Best prices ever in 2018 for
ALL of our Japan tours!

bookmark, made by Marta, and hope that
her craft survives for years to come.
The scale of Italy’s ancient history
doesn’t quite register until one is here,
gazing across medieval hilltop villages or
stepping around ruins among grapevines.
I pass Lake Trasimeno, where the Battle
of Trasimene took place 217 BC when
Hannibal defeated the Roman army.
Many Roman troops drowned or were
massacred in the lake and old buttons
and jewellery from the fallen soldiers have
been discovered in the lakebed in recent
years. It seems Italy is an historic treasure
chest bursting with gems.
Stalls filled with cured meats, cheeses,
breads and pastries spill onto uneven
streets in San Gimignano. Flowering
wisteria and pots of hydrangeas inject
vibrant hues of purple. There’s another
drawcard here: the world’s best gelato. I
join the line at Gelateria Dondoli and the
wait for the unique, refreshing flavours of
'Rosemary Baby' is worthwhile.
Cobbled streets are replaced with
narrow canals in Venice. A glassblower
transforms hot, liquid blobs into a
beautiful ornament in the shape of a

A WEEK IN JAPAN
9 days fully inclusive flying Cathay Pacific
From

$6,980pp twin share*

Stroll through vibrant Tokyo
Travel on the super fast bullet train
■ Experience Osaka’s foodie scene

Ascend beautiful Mt Fuji
Be charmed by Kyoto
■ Explore ancient Nara

■

■

■

■

12 departures in 2018

2018 BROCHURES
AVAILABLE NOW

0800 936 3998
www.wendywutours.co.nz
info@wendywutours.co.nz or contact your local travel agent
Prices are per person, twin share. Advertised price based on selected low season prices, seasonal surcharges apply to other departures, prices subject to airline availability at time of booking. Refer to 2018 Brochures
or www.wendywutours.co.nz for tour details and booking conditions. Prices correct as at 14 May 2017. To connect with airline schedules additional arrangements may be required at an additional cost—refer to tour pages for details.
Allied Member of TAANZ. Accredited IATA Agent.
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horse, and locals pick up fresh market
produce for the week in the bustling St
Mark’s Square. A coffee at a quiet café
tucked down an alleyway provides refuge
from the hustle.
En route by boat to Burano Island, I gaze
back at the layout of Venice precariously
dotted along the edge of the Grand Canal.
Stepping ashore, the bright buildings
make me smile. I wish towns were painted
in rainbow hues more often. Burano is
famous for its delicate lace making. Dainty
white dresses, table clothes, napkins and
handkerchiefs adorn shop fronts and
flutter in the late-afternoon breeze.
“We’re called sisters because we reach
our hands out to people in need; we help
them lead a good life, but what we give,
we get double back,” says Sister Johanna,
as we wander the monastery grounds of

the Missionary Sisters of the Precious
Blood in Villach, Austria.
It’s merely a two-and-a-half-hour-drive
north into Austria from Venice, yet the
landscapes couldn’t differ more; it’s
spring but a light dusting of snow is cast
upon the peaks of towering mountain
ranges surrounding the convent. Sister
Johanna talks about the work of the
Catholic women’s order. She says the
sisters are dedicated to bringing peace
and justice to the world by supporting
the education of women and children,
and providing Sryian refugees with
shelter, food and clothes.
As I listen, I realise that travel opens the
mind to new customs, traditions and ways
of life but it’s the people met along the
way who touch the heart and stir the soul.
I’m grateful for the good company.

Word of thanks

The writer travelled courtesy of Trafalgar.
See Trafalgar.com for more.
Join Trafalgar launched its first 'Be My
Guest' experience in 2010, an initiative to
give travellers a richer experience,
including meeting locals like Fabio and the
Lenzi family. Through its initiative
TreadRight, Join Trafalgar invests in local
communities, supports crafts and
preserves local heritage, such as Marta’s
and the work of the Missionary Sisters of
the Precious Blood.
Visit aa.co.nz/travel/insurance to
make sure you're covered on your travels.
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Map it out

PHOTOGRAPH BY MARK SMTIH

The world is becoming
more and more digital; we
rely on smartphone apps
and Google to get from
A to B. Yet the demand for
paper maps remains high.
AA TRAVELLER is among New Zealand’s
biggest maps and guides publishers.
It has a team of three cartographers
working to produce close to three million
maps, accommodation and specialist
guides each year.
Among them is Maria Page. Along
with colleagues Martin Zamyatin and
Paul Whitehead, she’s responsible
for keeping a close eye on continual
changes to each map's publishing
cycle, and decides the points of
interest and relevant information
to be included.
Maria says maps give context to
an area, which is often lost when
using a mobile phone to navigate.
“It’s hard to see where you are in
relation to what’s around you on a
mobile phone; it just gives you a tiny
picture, while a paper map shows you
everything at once. People want that
sometimes,” she says.
Making maps was never on
Maria’s radar. Instead, the unlikely
cartographer found the art by
chance while completing her
engineering degree in Romania.
A colleague who worked for a
mapping company said they needed
people with English skills and Maria
put her hand up.
“I didn’t know anything about creating
maps, but it interested me and so I
started the journey,” she says.
Maria landed a job making maps
with GeoSmart after marrying a Kiwi
and moving to New Zealand in 2000.
At the time, the company supported
the AA with maps. Navigation provider,
SUMMER 2017
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Maximise your
fuel savings
Build up your discount at over 1,400 retailers all over New Zealand

SAVE

06

PER

LITRE

EVERY WEEK

Whenyouspend$200or
moreperweek.

SAVE

10

Eachmonthwhenyousignup
toaSlingshotBroadbandPlan.

=

+ 06 + 30
SAVE

SAVE

Whenyouspend$40ormore
inasingletransaction.

Eachmonthwhenyousign-up
tothe“FuelRewardsPlan”.

+ 10 + 20
SAVE

SAVE

ForeachAustraliaorPacific
Islandsflightsbooking.

Whenyouspend$500or
moreinasingletransaction.

= $41 savings

when you redeem
at BP or Caltex *
*Validonasinglefill,uptothemaximum50litres.
Qualifyingspendapplies.
VisitAAsmartfuel.co.nzforfulltermsandconditions.
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TomTom, has since bought GeoSmart,
and AA Traveller took on the cartography
team three years ago.
A lot of thought goes into the preproduction of maps, Maria says. Paper
size and area coverage dictates the scale
and content included. Maps are built
in layers, including geography, road
networks, points of interest and text.
Ever-changing urban and regional
landscapes require constant updating.
As subdivisions grow and develop, so too
does the density of information. Maria
says challenges include text and symbol
placement, and sometimes entire map
coverage needs to be reviewed.
“One limitation with paper is that you
just can’t include everything, so we need
to make decisions,” she says.
Member feedback on maps is valued.
Email cartography@aa.co.nz if you want to
see more, or less, or different features on a
map to make your user experience better.
Visit AA Centres for free AA Traveller maps.

AA Traveller cartography team, from left, Martin Zamyatin, Maria Page and Paul Whitehead.

Need for

SPEED

RACING FANS, brace yourself. SpeedWorks Events is
giving AA Members discounted tickets to events in
the lead-up to the second season of the premier
motorsport championship series.
AA Members will receive 20% discounts on earlybird weekend tickets to all of Speedworks’ eight events
across the country from November 2017 to April 2018.
Events include the Toyota Racing Series, the
country's only international single-seater race,
and the Rush Hour, a new addition. This weekend
feature will bring together top runners from various
categories, including the BNT V8 Series, the Pirelli
Porsche series and GTRNZ and OSCA, as well as a
wild card entry, in a televised race.
See speedworksevents.co.nz
for tickets.

SMART
CHOICES

AA Traveller and AA Smartfuel have made
booking a local holiday even more rewarding.
AA MEMBERS and AA Smartfuel cardholders can access fuel discounts
of up to $1 off per litre of fuel when booking accommodation at selected
properties at aatraveller.co.nz or at one of the 37 AA Centres nationwide.
Nearly 1,000 accommodation providers have signed up to provide
the offer, which sees AA Members and AA Smartfuel cardholders earn
a ten cent per litre discount for every $100 spent.
This is up to a maximum of $1 off per litre, which
can be redeemed at BP or Caltex for a single fill
to a maximum of 50 litres. You can add more
savings with additional accumulated discounts
and the usual daily offers at the pump for a
single fill of up to 50 litres of fuel.
Also, the discounts accumulated through
booking with AA Traveller will be applied to
accounts three days prior to travel,
ensuring the fuel cost savings reduce the
total cost of the holiday.
Visit aatraveller.co.nz or call in to any
AA Centre for more information or to book
accommodation.

BEST
PRICE
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A PATHWAY FOR CHANGE
Quadbike deaths and injuries continue to feature in headlines in New Zealand.
According to the ACC, last year’s deaths were the worst on record, leaving many
asking how to reduce the problem.
AA DRIVING SCHOOL General Manager
Roger Venn says part of the solution is
better education and training for riders at
all levels of ability and experience.
“Good technique and the tools to make
smart decisions are critical for any form of
driving, but particularly so with quadbike
riders,” he says.
AA Driving School has developed a
course for riders to improve their skills, no
matter where in the country they’re based.
It equips them with safe techniques to
handle the range of conditions and
situations they’re faced with when riding.
The nationwide programme
incorporates both theory and practical
lessons and covers how to shift body

weight for better control, knowing which
conditions are more likely to cause you to
roll, skid or flip, what you should do if you
do lose control, and how to safely get off a
bike in an emergency situation.
“We’re teaching real, practical skills and
techniques to help bring those injury and
fatality numbers down,” Roger says. “A big
part of that rests in the hands of riders and
parents to ensure they’re giving
themselves and their kids the best shot
they can at being safe on a quadbike.”
The course is available to riders aged 16
years and over. Call the AA Fleet and
Business team on 0800 723 338
or email dsfb@aa.co.nz
for more information.

G’day mate!
MANY OF US have crossed the ditch at some point;
for a holiday, work trip or to visit family or friends.
Australia is a pretty big country: nearly 30
times bigger than New Zealand, with a variety
of exotic places to explore outside the cities.
AA Traveller has pulled together a list of Great
Aussie Road Trips to inspire you to explore more
of this huge continent.
Suggested itineraries include the Pacific Coast
Touring Route, an iconic drive from Sydney to
the Gold Coast and Brisbane, or further north,
to Cairns, where you may also opt to soak up the
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By the numbers
• More than 100,000 quadbikes are in use
in New Zealand.
• Men are three times more likely to be
involved in quadbike related injuries.
• On average, 850 people are injured and
five killed each year in quadbike crashes.
• 2016 was the worst year on record for
quadbike deaths, with 11 killed according
to ACC data.
• On average, 35 farm workers come off
their quadbike each day.
*sources: ACC and WorkSafe NZ

sun on the Whitsundays and Great Barrier Reef.
Itineraries range from a few days to a week to
suit different time frames and budgets.
AA Traveller has also secured a bunch of
Aussie discounts on car and campervan rentals
and a selection of resorts and hotels across the
country. Roadside assistance is available with
Australia’s motoring clubs, and to ensure peace
of mind, AA Members receive a discount on
AA Travel Insurance policies.
See aa.co.nz/aussieroadtrips for more.

Join the
revolution

E-bikes are fast becoming a transport
preference for many.
WITH MORE AA Members choosing to ride electric
bikes on their daily commute, AA Roadservice is
extending its cover. If you experience a problem with
your e-bike, call *222 or use your AA Roadservice
mobile app and help will be on its way. If the issue
isn’t resolved on the roadside, AA Roadservice will
recover your e-bike, just as they would if your car
broke down.
The AA has also arranged a discount for Members
at Bike Barn. Members can save 10% on all e-bike
purchases (a likely saving of at least $400), as well as
parts and accessories at any Bike Barn store across
New Zealand. Members can also receive a free
service for their e-bike or bicycle, valued at $59.99.
If you’re considering purchasing an e-bike, head to
your nearest Bike Barn store to take one for a test ride.
To call for help on the road,
phone 0800 500 222 or *222.

AA Members
aged at least 74
are eligible

Keep your freedom and independence
Book a FREE in-car coaching session with AA Senior Driver*
If you’re an AA Member aged at least 74, you’re eligible for a FREE one-on-one coaching
session to help ensure you’re confident and safe behind the wheel.
To book, visit aa.co.nz/senior-driver
or call 0800 223 748
Conditions apply. See website for details.

*

M107717-AADT-Directions Advert update_Jan17-FA.indd 1
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Motorway breakdowns
There are few places worse for breaking down than on a busy motorway
complete with blaring horns and high-speed vehicles.
YOU'VE CALLED AA Roadservice for help.
The instinct may be to get out of the vehicle
to greet the knight in shining armour that’s
arrived in a yellow and white van. But AA
Roadservice National Manager John Healy
urges Members to stay put. “We understand
Members want to be polite, but it’s often safer
for everyone if you stay in your vehicle, or at a
safe space where you’ve been asked to wait, so
we can remove any risk as quickly as possible.
The problem with motorway breakdowns is
that there’s a lot that can go wrong,” he says.

Breakdown etiquette
1. If you feel your car slowing down, pull over
and park as far to the left-hand side of the
road as possible.
2. Turn on your hazard lights and if it's dark,
raining or foggy, flick on your parking lights.
3. If it’s safer to remain in the vehicle, make
sure passengers sit furthest away from the
road and put their seat belts on.

4. If it's safer for you and your passengers
to wait outside, leave the vehicle from the
passenger door furthest from the road,
take all passengers with you, and find
a safe area away from the road or behind
a roadside barrier.
5. Call 111 if you feel your life is in danger.
If it’s not life-threatening, but you still wish
to inform police of an incident, call *555.
6. AA Members can call *222 from their
mobile phone for AA Roadservice
assistance, log a callout on the AA
Roadservice app, or use an emergency
roadside phone if available.
7. Don’t attempt to fix the vehicle yourself;
wait for AA Roadservice.
To call for help on the road,
phone 0800 500 222 or *222 .

Convenience is coming to you
We’ll come to your home or workplace and fit a new battery, any day, from 9am – 11pm.
✔ AA Members save $25 and receive a 5 cents per
litre AA Smartfuel discount
✔ You’ll save an extra $10 with our battery
recycling rebate
✔ We’ll register your battery to your vehicle’s on-board
computer (valued at $120)
✔ Batteries come with a nationwide warranty of up to
three years
✔ Our range covers stop-start vehicles
✔ Batteries are also available at your nearest
AA Auto Centre

Call 0800 500 222 Visit aa.co.nz/batteries
84

aadirections.co.nz

Classic protection
PRIDE AND JOY seem to be the two words that best describe any
enthusiast’s classic car, despite what age it may be. Go back a decade
or so and a classic would be considered vintage, but times have
changed. Nowadays, the fastest growing segment in AA Insurance’s
classic vehicle portfolio is the modern, higher performance vehicle.
Around 15% of AA Insurance’s insured classics were manufactured
after 1990 and six per cent after 2000.
Given this trend, AA Insurance made significant changes to its
policy in 2014 to move with the times. It first looked at the market to
get a take on who these enthusiasts were, and what they needed
from their insurance.
New Zealand is home to an estimated 210,000 classics, with
many owners being long-term AA Members. It’s probably not
surprising to discover that many enthusiasts are men aged over
40 and likely to also belong to other motoring clubs.
Recognising there was real passion in this sector,
AA Insurance set about improving its classic car policy.
Firstly, the 30-year age restriction on classic vehicles
was removed to acknowledge that age is only one
of the things to make a car a classic. The policy also
recognised that not every classic was kept in a locked
garage so, if the vehicle is secure, it can now be covered.

Rallies are often a big feature in an enthusiast's calendar, so a
specific benefit was created to provide customers with certainty of
cover during these events, no matter how far the distance
travelled. Another change is that customers no longer need to
name every driver. This was also inspired by rallies, as during
events it is common for drivers to ‘switch keys’ for one leg.
The response to these policy changes has been significant,
with a 12% increase in the number of classic vehicles being
insured with AA Insurance over the past four years. Considering
the size of our population, we have an impressive number of
enthusiasts who not only appreciate a classic but also want to
protect them for years to come.
For more, see aainsurance.co.nz or phone 0800 500 231

Damaged windscreen? Ask your
insurer for AA Auto Glass
✔ AA Members save 10% on windscreen replacements
✔ Our mobile repair service will come to you
in most areas, any day of the week
✔ Chips are repaired in about 30 minutes
✔ We’ll work through billing with your insurer
✔ We guarantee our workmanship and materials
for as long as you own the vehicle

Call 0800 300 120 Visit aa.co.nz/glass
SUMMER 2017
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MEET THE
AA TEAM

When Members need help, AA
Customer Sales Representative,
John Nordberg, is only a phone
call away.
Describe a typical day…
The AA has one of the largest databases in the country
so I field a high number of calls for all sorts of things.
I’m based on Auckland’s North Shore where I handle
Membership renewals, AA Smartfuel enquiries, AA
Driving School registrations, AA Roadservice calls,
breakdowns and flat batteries. Some AA Members are
business owners, so I assist companies as well. I’ll log
the call and send a request through to the dispatch
team to forward to the local control team to do the job.
On a busy day, I can take around 90 calls.
How many are in your team?
There are ten Customer Service Representatives on the
North Shore. Close to 40 are based in the Penrose centre
and three in central Auckland. The contact centre here
expanded earlier this year; calls were increasing.
I started working in June this year and the team has
been very helpful when I have questions.
You must have a wealth of knowledge about the AA.
I completed a four-week training programme before I
could start answering the phones. Because I field calls
about driver licensing, I also need to be up to date with
information from the New Zealand Transport Agency.
While the training was great, it just scratched the service.
I’ve learnt so much on the job.

What do you enjoy most about what you do?
I like the variety and it’s interesting to talk to a mix of
people. The vast majority of callers are really respectful
of the AA brand; it’s clear they view us in a trustworthy
and positive light. There’s a huge sense of fulfilment
that comes with being able to help someone in need.
Where will we find you when you’re not
answering phones?
I enjoy music and playing the guitar as well as getting
out and about to the beach or for a bush walk.
See aa.co.nz for all contact details.
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What qualities do you need in your role?
Definitely patience, I’d say. There’s a certain amount of
pressure handling roadside callouts. Members are often
in a rush or upset and I have to control the call: there are
lots of emotions involved. Callers can ring up from the
back end of beyond, or surroundings they’re not familiar
with. I need to have good attention to detail so I can
narrow down exactly where they’re located.

Early detection could
save your life.
Sun damage from your teens and twenties can present itself
later on as uneven skin tone, wrinkles, age spots, or skin cancer.
Almost 70,000 Kiwis are diagnosed every year with skin cancer.
It affects people of all ages, and early detection is essential,
which is why a skin cancer consultation with Skin Institute
could be the most important appointment you make. Annual
examinations by a qualified doctor are recommended as the
best way to detect patterns of change in your skin.
To find your nearest Clinic call 0800 SKIN DR or visit skininstitute.co.nz
to book your skin cancer consultation today.

Skin cancer | Veins | Appearance medicine
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Kiwi
Vietnam
Tours

Spend a few nights in idyllic west coast
Raglan, in a self-contained luxurious yurt.
Underfloor heating, spa bath.
www.nikausanctuary.co.nz
raglanyurt@gmail.com
07 825 6519

Character holiday rental
in ancient Mediterranean
coastal village of Marseillan
Ph. Yvonne 09 812 8231
franceholidayhouse.co.nz

Escorted 20-day tour
$6895 share twin
Ph: 06 324 8444
Text: 027 434 6178

info@kiwivietnamtours.co.nz
www.kiwivietnamtours.co.nz

Pet-friendly accommodation around
New Zealand. If your family includes
a dog, cat, bird or other furry creature
then we have some good news for you.
Pets Can Come Too has a long list of
holiday homes throughout New Zealand
that will give your whole family
a warm welcome.
Ph 04 293 2705
www.petscancometoo.co.nz

A small group, authentic
Norwegian journey - JUL18
SOFT HIKING,
CRUISING & CULTURE
Call 0800 643 652
Email silvana@setours.co.nz

ESCORTED MOTORHOME TOUR

NORTH TO ALASKA
Vancouver – Northern Canada – Alaska –
Vancouver–37 Days – Departs 11 May 2018
Early Bird Pricing from

$10,500

per person twin share – Ex Vancouver

A real adventure – Frequent Wildlife Sightings –
Spectacular Scenery – Inside Passage Day Cruise – Travel
Alaskan, Cassiar & Top of World Highways
Phone or email for detailed brochure
including estimated costs with flights

PHONE 0800 895 194
Email info@ktctours.com | Web www.ktctours.com

KTC MOTORHOME TOURS
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THIRD AGE TOURS

Small Group Tours for the Over-50’s
Domestic and International –
GREAT PRICES!
England/Wales & Yorkshire Dales
23 August – 24 September 2018
Enchanting Ireland & Scotland
31 May – 27 June 2018
Treasures of Turkey
1 – 25 September 2018
Captivating Croatia, Slovenia
& Montenegro, Venice
1 – 25 June 2018
Vietnam & Cambodia 2017 FULL
4 – 26 October 2018
Unique & Beautiful Norfolk Is
4 – 11 November 2017 & 2018
Sicily & Southern Italy
29 September – 2 February 2018
Kotuku/White Heron/Glaciers
& Alpine Loop Tour
28 January – 2 February 2018
Curiosities of Cuba & Lima
25 April – 22 May 2018
For a FREE INFORMATION PACK
contact Brenda
THIRD AGE TOURS

PH: 03 379 3799 or 03 312 7050
Freephone: 0800 927 725
sunshineone@xtra.co.nz
www.thirdagetours.co.nz

2017 Fully
Escorted Tours
For more information or to
request our new brochure,
call us or visit our website.
Taranaki Garden Festival
27th – 30th October
Rotorua Garden Festival
10th – 13th November
Chatham Islands
11th – 16th November
Norfolk Island
18th – 25th November

Free pick-up from Gold Coast
or Brisbane Airport!*

aatraveller.co.nz

*during business hours

NO HIDDEN COSTS

Your online guide for New Zealand travel
and holiday planning – activities,
accommodation, bookings, itineraries,
events and more.

Your satisfaction is our

#1goal!

* Clean and reliable cars * Low excess
* Family owned and operated * Friendly service
* Hatchbacks, sedans, wagons, 8-seat people movers

FREE CALL: 0800 447 426
www.surfersrentacar.com.au

Kapiti Island & Wellington
24th – 28th November
Coromandel Explorer
4th – 6th December
Taranaki for Christmas
23th – 27th December

0800 66 44 14

www.scottsdaletours.co.nz

Boutique Journeys for Solo Travellers
Fully escorted small group tours with a
maximum of 14 passengers
Our tours are exclusively designed for solo travellers, so
come and share the joy of travel with people just like you.
June 2018 - Italy

UK CAR RENTAL
from only £99.00 per week
(Minimum 7-day rental based on our Group 1/MCMR sized car)

Lake Como, Venice,
Cinque Terre, Tuscany,
"NBM»$PBTU 3PNF

• Free second driver
on all rentals

• Free “Meet & Greet”
at most UK Airports

August/September 2018 River Cruise Amsterdam
to Budapest

• Delivery to your hotel
or contact address

Plus Cesky Krumlov and
Prague with an extension
to Croatia

• One-way rentals and
overseas travel available

• Unlimited mileage
on all rentals

• Locations throughout the UK
Family run business established in 1995

Call us for more details: Tracey 09 520 5600
remuera@worldtravellers.co.nz | www.boutiquejourneysforsolotravellers.co.nz

Remuera

orldtravellers

itd0546

Telephone: +44 (0) 208 764 6490
Fax: +44 (0) 208 679 6869
E-mail: sales@auto-international.com
Web: www.auto-international.com

Often Imitated,
Never Duplicated!
Thank you Fair Go for
exposing the many copycat
products that simply do not
perform as they claim.
Plug-In Pest Free is the only
ElectroMagnetic, ChemicalFree product that has been
scientifically tested. It works
by sending pulses through
a buildings’ wiring to repel
rats, mice and cochroaches.

BOUTIQUE RAIL & COACH TOURS
Australian Tours
Cairns and
North Queensland
12 days
Departs 24th June 2018
GO

O D FOR 4 O O m

2

HACCP Approved • Australian Patent & Designed • Longlasting
20 years proven results • Word of mouth referrals • Eco-friendly
• Safe for pets & humans and protects electronic wiring
• Non toxic • No odours • No fumes • No mess • 2 Year Warranty
Visit our website for more proof and to choose from our range.
•
•

Perth and
Margaret River
12 days
Departs 5th May 2018

New Zealand Tours
Discover Marlborough
5 days
Departs 14th November 2017
South Island or NZ Autumn Colours
11 or 23 day trips
Departs 5th April 2018
Hokianga and Far North
8 days – Departs 20th April 2018

Freephone 0800 446 886
info@reidtours.com www.reidtours.com
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SMALL GROUP ESCAPES
FOR MATURE TRAVELLERS

4-8 DAY ALL INCLUSIVE TOURS

There’s so much
to do in your
own backyard,
down the street,
or just a few hours away…

Wairarapa Wandering

8 - 14 Jan

East Cape Caper

9 - 14 Feb

South America

Small
groups +
independent
travel
planning
+ bespoke
journeys

Hawkes Bay Art Deco Festival 15 - 19 Feb
Stewart Island & The Catlins

Plan your next Kiwi holiday online
aatraveller.co.nz

3 - 10 Mar

Molesworth & Golden Bay

12 - 18 Mar

Summertime in Northland

19 - 23 Mar

Wanaka Warbirds & Wheels 27 Mar - 2 Apr
Doubtful Sound & West Coast

6 - 12 Apr

Latin Link Adventure
The South American Specialists
0800 528 465/info@latinlink.co.nz

FREECALL 0800 662 462
info@moatours.co.nz www.moatours.co.nz

TravelScoot
By far the world’s
lightest, strongest
compact mobility scooter.
Weighing only 15kg
(inc battery). Folds up
in seconds. Pop it in the
car, take it on the plane,
train, bus or cruise.
Thousands of happy
customers worldwide.
Get your mobility
freedom back today.

www.latinlink.co.nz

DO YOU HAVE COLD FEET?
The FOOT FURNACE is the ultimate in keeping your feet warm. It’s not a sock,
not a slipper and no microwaving or electricity is required. Individual sleeping
bag just for feet and one size fits all. Made from quality breathable quilted
nylons with 180 grams of quality duck down and two Velcro straps allow for
adjustment to make any foot size comfortable

$35 SPECIAL AA MEMBER
PRICE WITH FREE POSTAGE
CALL +64 9 431 4794
MOBILE/TEXT +64 21 501 512

Call 0800 272 668

for a no obligation free trial, or view

www.travelscootnz.co.nz

BUY NOW!

Please send your cheque to FOOT FURNACE, 1049A Mangawhai Rd, RD 5
Wellsford 0975 with your return address or text your order to 021 501 512

www.footfurnace.com

A drier, warmer,
healthier home for
a fraction of the cost

Where does
all the
steam go?
There isn´t any!
Steam is only created
when you mix warm moist
air, with cold air. The
Showerdome® shower top
is the barrier between those
two air masses, which
means no steam in your
shower, or your bathroom.
For a drier, warmer,
healthier home,
insist on Showerdome ®

Unovent® reduces condensation and moisture build-up,
which prevents rot, mould & mildew. It’s whisper-quiet,
and costs less than a $1 per month to run!
A L SO AVA IL A BL E F RO M

0800 541 223 or visit www.showerdome.co.nz

me
Lifetianty
r
r
a
W

Ph 09 950 4436 or 0800 2 UNOVENT

info@unovent.co.nz / www.unovent.co.nz
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ENT Doctor
Developed

Putting the joy back into your journey…
urney…
y

FOLDING
MOBILITY
SCOOTER

• Foldable • Reliable
• Strong • Aﬀordable

Effective
Tinnitus
Relief

WWW.SUPASCOOTA.CO.NZ • PH 0800 1 888 77
E: CITYMOBILITY.NZ@GMAIL.COM • P: ALAN 021 433 038 • PURCHASE • REPAIRS • HIRER

✓ Ringing Ears?
✓ Hearing loss?
✓ Dizziness?
✓ Can’t hear in

Power Chair?
OR

Mobility Scooter?
It can be BOTH
INDOORS & OUTDOORS or Fold it to TRAVEL

“Freedom Chair” - A life changing Experience

Call Paul on: 0800 466 626

Email: paul@montec.nz Web: www.freedom-chair.nz

noisy rooms?

Visitor Guides

✓ Pressure in ears?

Featuring what to see and do and where
to stay options in New Zealand. Available
at AA Centres and information centres

0800 080 133

CONSIDERING SHIPPING
YOUR MOTORHOME OR CAR?
PHONE THE EXPERTS
• Aironaut can pack, secure and ship,
with the care and responsibility as
if it was our very own.
• Partnering with other car shipping
specialists throughout the world,
Aironaut make it easy.
• We know which is the best
shipping service, route, and
transhipment point, best suited
to your budget and requirements.
• Car shipping with Aironaut saves time
and money, as we can offer as much or
as little additional services as you require.
• We offer Door-Door, Port-Port,
or a combination to suit your situation.
Just ask for help.

Or visit
mysoundtherapy.com/AA

Regain the freedom
of your home
Simple, safe and stylish, Acorn
Stairlifts give people the chance to
enjoy their own homes once again.
• The only company to supply
and install our own stairlifts
• For straight or curved staircases
• Indoor and outdoor lifts
• Free home assessment
• Fast installation
• Safe and reliable

Contact:
Grant Hudson

156 Parnell Rd, Auckland
Ph: 09-309-8814
grant@aironaut.co.nz

www.aironaut.co.nz

TOP SELLER
in UK!

$1595

300
Watt

Shock Absorber
Suspension & Seat
Luggage
Carrier
Shimano
7 Speed

Contact Peter 0274 937 025

Aircraft Spec Alloy

www.ezirider.nz

0800 087 047
For FREE BROCHURE & QUOTATION

www.acornstairlifts.co.nz

Fast, Comfortable,
Reliable Transport

Keeping Kiwis moving
moving
g since
siince 1
1997
997

• Specially designed
for NZ Market
• Easy step-thru frame
• Rugged, NZ approved
• 300 Watt
• Alloy frame
• LED front/rear lights
• 36v • Range approx
50km • Weight 25kg

Folds up

Call for Free Info DVD

The Shoprider 889XLSN is
a large Mobility Scooter
providing a smooth reliable
able
ride with comfortable
seating and 4 wheel
suspension.
SPEED
RANGE
MAX LOAD
MAX CLIMB
POWERFUL

15km/h
36km
225kg
12º
220 110
1.8hp 0800
www.shoprider.co.nz

Mobility
M
Scooter
Sc
S

OCTOBER
2017

IMPORTANT NEW COIN RELEASE

Fully layered in
pure 24-carat gold

Diana’s
monogram
accented with
rose gold

Apply now and
it may be yours
for just $29.99

Only 19,999
minted, each
uniq
quelyy number
red
uniquely
numbered

SAVE
$50.00

Shown larger than actual
size of 38.6mm in diameter

Dian
na Prin
ncesss of Wales

20th Anniversary commemoration, fully layered with pure 24-carat gold,
yours today for just $29.99 (plus $9.99 P&H) - a saving of $50.00
KEY DETAILS
EVENT: 20th anniversary
commemoration of the life and lasting
legacy of Diana Princess of Wales
LIMITED RELEASE: Only 19,999
have been struck, each one uniquely
numbered. Fewer than 1 in every 85
New Zealand households will be able
to own one.
HIGH SPECIFICATION:
Intended as a collector’s item this
gold proof coin is fully layered with
pure 24-carat gold, accented with
rose gold and features a full-colour
portrait
YOURS FOR ONLY $29.99
(PLUS $9.99 P&H): an informative
Certificate of Authenticity is
included FREE of charge and
successful applicants enjoy other
benefits (see right)

PAY TRIBUTE TO THE ‘PEOPLE’S PRINCESS’: This year we celebrate the life and work of Diana
Princess of Wales on the 20th anniversary of her death. To mark this important event, a very special gold proof
coin has just been released, featuring a radiant portrait of Diana accented in glorious full-colour, encircled by a
wreath of roses, and Diana’s monogram accented in rose gold.
Diana’s kindness, compassion and sense of service to others left a mark on many lives. Now, you can celebrate
the lasting legacy of a global icon with The Diana Princess of Wales Golden Proof coin, fully layered with pure
24-carat gold and struck to a high specification. Only 19,999 will be minted. Applications are now open and it
may be yours for just $29.99 (plus $9.99 P&H). This proof coin is likely to attract considerable interest, and not
just from collectors.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR APPLICANTS
1. You may apply now to secure The Diana Princess of Wales Golden Proof coin for just $29.99 (plus $9.99 P&H). An
informative Certificate of Authenticity is included free of charge.
2. Apply now: Applications are approved in strict order of receipt. If your application is successful you will be notified in
writing within 7 days. Limit of one proof coin per household.
3. Successful applicants will qualify to view the next proof coin in The Life and Legacy of Diana Princess of Wales
Collection, a series of gold-layered proof coins celebrating the compassionate service of the ‘People’s Princess’. Each
subsequent proof coin features full-colour artwork in the central design along with a pure 24-carat gold layered
finish. These further gold proof coins, yours for only $79.99 (plus $9.99 P&H) each, will be sent at monthly
intervals after your The Diana Princess of Wales Golden Proof coin. You may view each proof coin on approval for 14
days or cancel at any time.
4. Send the coupon below, or for priority call on 09 829 0475. Lines open Mon-Fri 10.00am-7.00pm.

FORMAL APPLICATION

“THE DIANA PRINCESS OF WALES GOLDEN PROOF COIN”

YES, I wish to formally apply for “The Diana
Princess of Wales Golden Proof Coin” for
just $29.99 (plus $9.99 p&h). A Certificate of
Authenticity is included.

Send this coupon free post to: THE BRADFORD EXCHANGE, FREEPOST NO.98331,
PO BOX 91901, VICTORIA STREET WEST, AUCKLAND 1142

I do not need to send any money now. If my
application is successful I will be notified in
writing within 7 days.
I understand I can apply for only one coin, and
that my application should be made within 7
days. I may return the coin within 14 days if I
am not satisfied. I confirm I am aged 18 years
or over. Applications are only open to New
Zealand households and is limited to one per
household.
426-CO204.01
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Promotion Code:

30665
Title

Offer closes:

Promptly
First Name

Apply by telephone on:

09 829 0475

Surname

Address
Suburb
Phone
Signature

State

Postcode

Email
Go online today at: www.bradford.net.nz/coins

Please allow up to 15 business days for delivery. All sales subject to product availability and reservation acceptance. Credit criteria may apply. Our privacy policy
is available online at www.bradford.net.nz. You must be over 18 years old to apply. From time to time, we may allow carefully screened companies to contact you.
If you would prefer not to receive such offers, please tick this box. ❑
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Summery days are almost here, so it’s time to slip on your jandals, turn up your favourite
tunes, and head off into the great outdoors. And thanks to Caltex, you can now travel
the length and breadth of the country for less. Just shop at Countdown, fill up at Caltex
and watch your savings add up at the pump. With 140 Caltex service stations and over
180 Countdown supermarkets to choose from, fuelling your road trip just got easier.

Terms & Conditions: AA Smartfuel discounts can be used once on up to 50 litres of petrol or diesel. Earn 3 cents off per litre when you spend $100 in a week or 6 cents off per litre when
you spend $200 or more in a week across all your visits to Countdown (a week runs from Monday to Sunday). Check you’re set to earn AA Smartfuel discounts at Countdown by visiting
AASmartfuel.co.nz. Earn 6 cents per litre when you spend $40 or more on petrol or diesel at a participating Caltex station. Once accumulated AA Smartfuel discounts must be redeemed by
the end of the following calendar month, to a maximum of 50 litres of petrol or diesel in a single transaction. See AAsmartfuel.co.nz for full terms and conditions and participating outlets.

