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Northland
Tour

SUBTROPICAL NORTHLAND

Kayaking in Whangarei © Diane Stoppard

Birthplace of the Nation 

Some of New Zealand’s 
most beautiful scenery and 

early history lie in the north. 
With primeval forests, white-
sand beaches, a subtropical 
climate and beautiful coves, 
you will want to take your 
time discovering the laidback 
Northland region. 

The Twin Coast Discovery 
Highway connects the little 
coves, beaches and bays of the 
east with the wild, sweeping 
coastline, immense dunes and 
vast harbours of the west. With 
800km of distinct and spectacular 
scenery, driving the highway is 

a perfect way to capture and 
experience as much as possible.

Northland is the place where 
Maori and Europeans first 
decided to settle, and their 
shared history is evident 
throughout the region. Many 
historic sites remain, as do some 
of the country’s oldest buildings, 
mostly in the Bay of Islands. It 
was in the Bay of Islands that 
Maori chiefs and representatives 
of the British Crown began the 
signing of the Treaty of Waitangi 
in 1840. Northland is therefore 
rightly proud to be called the 
Birthplace of the Nation.

WELCOME TO SUBTROPICAL NORTHLAND, THE BIRTHPLACE OF THE 
NATION, WHERE GIANT KAURI AND ANCIENT POHUTUKAWA MEET 
WHITE SANDY BEACHES AND BEAUTIFUL COVES.

CAPE REINGA
TE PAKI SAND DUNES
BAY OF ISLANDS
KORORIPO HERITAGE PARK
WAITANGI TREATY GROUNDS 
  AND MUSEUM OF WAITANGI
HOKIANGA HARBOUR
TANE MAHUTA 
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If you like the water, you’ll love the 
Whangarei district. There are more than 

100 pristine bays and beaches here, from 
Mangawhai and Mangawhai Heads in the 
south to Tutukaka Coast in the north, which 
has been heralded by National Geographic 
Traveler as one of the world’s top three 
coastlines.

At the southern end of the Whangarei district 
is Bream Bay’s spectacular arc of white sand 
and miles and miles of heavenly deserted beach. 
Ruakaka’s 13km expanse of white sand and surf 
is popular for surfing, swimming, fishing and water 
sports. A surf patrol operates during summer. 
A short drive north of Ruakaka brings you to 
Marsden Cove with its marina and waterways 

development and the Marsden Point Oil Refinery. 
For a fun day out, head to the Marsden Cove 
Market, held on the third Sunday of every month 
on the water’s edge at the marina. Nearby One 
Tree Point is a tranquil beachside community 
boasting scenic beaches, pohutukawa trees and 
magnificent views across the Whangarei Harbour 
to the volcanic peaks of Mt Manaia.

Twin Coast  
Discovery Highway
TOUR BOTH COASTS OF NEW ZEALAND’S WARMEST 
REGION AND DISCOVER SAND, SURF AND ADVENTURE

  MANGAWHAI / MANGAWHAI HEADS  64km S of Whangarei

Mangawhai and Mangawhai Heads are established holiday spots 
thanks to their white-sand beaches (five are within a 15-minute drive). 

Kick back and go fishing, swimming, surfing, play a round of golf and go 
bird-watching or horse riding.

There is a fine selection of beautiful coast and bush walks, including the 
5km Mangawhai Walk, which takes you along the beach and up a track 
to outstanding views of Bream Head and the Hauraki Gulf. One of the 
standout features of Mangawhai Heads is the sand dunes. Looked after 
by the Department of Conservation, the dunes are home to dotterel, 
oystercatchers and the rare Caspian tern. Visitors here are well catered for 
with a wide range of cafés and shops as well as the weekend markets. 

NORTHLAND

MANGAWHAI

Boats moored at Mangawhai © Northland Inc. 

  RUAKAKA/ONE TREE POINT/BREAM BAY 32km S of Whangarei

WHANGAREI

J ust a two-hour drive from Auckland, the ‘big smoke’ of the 
north combines a beautiful harbour with an outstanding 

variety of natural attractions and activities. Known for its 
creativity – there are more craftspeople, proportionally, 

living here than anywhere else in New Zealand – this city is 
also renowned for its fine cuisine, amazing walkways and 

beaches, and easy access to Northland’s many attractions. 

Ocean Beach, Whangarei Heads © Northlandnz.com

NATURAL BEAUTY

Welcome to Ruakaka 
Beach Holiday Park

• Waterfront family camp

• Safe swimming at patrolled surf beach & estuary

• Park-like grounds, 225 power sites & 75 tent sites, 
9 backpacker cabins

• Tennis court, kitchens, laundries, toilets, showers

• Short drive Marsden Cove Marina, Waipu Golf 
Links & historic village

• Tariff: from $35.00 ( 2 people)

Best family camp in the North!

21 Ruakaka Beach Rd, Ruakaka

Ph: +64 9 432 7590
Email: ruakaka@ihug.co.nz 

www.motorcamp.co.nz

BOTANICA WHANGAREI 
Visit Botanica Whangarei to experience native 
New Zealand bush, lush tropical jungle and dry arid 
desert country. Superb collection of native ferns and 
specialised filmy fern house, Japanese style garden and 
shade garden.
• Free admission to all areas
• Open 7 days from 9am to 4pm
• Wheelchair accessible 
•  Next to Cafler Park and the Rose Gardens.

First Avenue  Whangarei  Tel 09 430 4200  www.wdc.govt.nz

BOTANICA WHANGAREI 
Visit Botanica Whangarei to experience native 
New Zealand bush, lush tropical jungle and dry arid 
desert country. Superb collection of native ferns and 
specialised filmy fern house, Japanese style garden and 
shade garden.
• Free admission to all areas
• Open 7 days from 9am to 4pm
• Wheelchair accessible 
•  Next to Cafler Park and the Rose Gardens.

First Avenue  Whangarei  Tel 09 430 4200  www.wdc.govt.nz

• Open 7 days from 10am to 4pm

• The perfect place to stop, relax and enjoy 
the stunning white sandy lagoon-style 
harbour & dunes.

• Surf beach & famous ‘clifftop walk’ nearby.
• A family friendly holiday hotspot & water 

lover’s paradise • No Pets
• Relax on one of our beachfront sites 

with picture perfect views of the estuary 
or choose from our nicely appointed 
accommodation options.

• Shops, cafés, restaurants    
& golf course nearby.

• Full amenities.   
Kayak & paddleboard hire.

www.mangawhaiheadsholidaypark.co.nz • Reservations : 09 431 4675

85 Scott Rd, Whangarei Heads, Whangarei
Ph: +64 9 436 2293 • Email: stay@blueheron.co.nz 

www.blueheron.co.nz

• Powered waterfront sites for 
tents, campervans, caravans

• Cabins, holiday homes/park 
motels

• Swimming & fishing

• Barbecues & kitchen

• Hot showers & laundry

:[

Blue Heron Holiday Park

10min to Whangarei!
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Whangarei’s landmark 
bridge in Morningside is 

known as Te Matau a Pohe, or 
the Fish Hook of Pohe, and is 
named after the Maori chief 
that first greeted Europeans 
in the first half of the 19th 
century. 

Check out Claphams Clock Museum 
in the Town Basin before strolling 

along the waterfront Heritage 
Trail and Art Walk to the dramatic 
‘The Waka and Wave’ sculpture at 
Hihiaua Point. At the northern end 
of the Town Basin you will find the 

canopy-covered ‘Market Bridge’ 
where an artisans’ market operates 
each Saturday during summer. 
Native bush walkways also lead 
to Mair Park, Mt Parihaka and the 

stunning Whangarei Falls. For local 
tracks, pick up a free Whangarei 
Walks brochure at the i-SITE. If 
you’re a golfer, there are seven 
courses to choose from in the area.

Whangarei 
landmarks

Cycling in Whangarei Harbour 
INSET: Whangarei Artisan Fair 

BOTH © Whangarei District Council

TUTUKAKA COAST
THE TUTUKAKA COAST ROAD WINDS THROUGH 
NATIVE BUSH, PAST WHITE SANDY BEACHES, 
HARBOURS, ESTUARIES, SURF AND CIVILISATION.

   TUTUKAKA COAST 29km NE of Whangarei

   POOR KNIGHTS ISLANDS 23km off the Tutukaka Coast

idyllic bush-fringed beach with safe 
swimming and pohutukawa trees, 
which is only accessible on foot. It’s 
particularly striking at dusk. 

Sandy Bay, the final beach before 
the road turns inland, is one of the 
east coast’s most popular surfing 
beaches. The road loops back to 
join SH 1 at Hikurangi. A side road 
heads back north to the coast at 
Whananaki where there are more 
magnificent beaches.

The underwater cliffs surrounding these islands drop steeply for up to 
60m in a labyrinth of arches, caves, tunnels and fissures that attract a 
wide variety of colourful fish, sponges and marine plants. The islands are 
in the path of a subtropical current from the Coral Sea, so some varieties 
of tropical and subtropical fish are found here that are not seen anywhere 
else in New Zealand. The clear waters surrounding the Poor Knights 
Islands were made a marine reserve in 1981 and they were rated by the 
famous Jacques Cousteau as one of the top 10 diving sites in the world. 
As well as natural features, two decommissioned navy ships have been 
sunk for divers to explore. The islands have a tuatara population and are 
the only known nesting place of Buller’s shearwater. They’re also home to 
the rare Poor Knights lily.

 Poor Knights Islands 

At low tide you can walk around the coast to 
Whangaumu Bay in 20 minutes or drive 

over the hill via Tutukaka Block Rd to reach 
this and other safe inner-harbour beaches. 
The lookout en route to Tutukaka Marina has 
panoramic views. At the marina, wander around 
the cafés and shops, charter a fishing boat 

or take a dive/snorkel boat out to the world-
renowned marine reserve and dive location, the 
Poor Knights Islands. 

Nearby Matapouri Bay is a dazzling white-sand 
beach with safe swimming. From here you can 
follow the walkway leading to Whale Bay, an 

Tutukaka surfing © David Kirkland
MIDDLE: Poor Knights Islands © Dive Tutukaka

Northland’s Best-kept Secret!

A Location for Everyone! Fishing, Diving, 
Tramping, Surfing, Bird Watching, Sailing and 
Canoeing.
The Camp! Swimming Pool, Kitchen, BBQ, Pizza 
Oven, Store next door with Dive Fills & Takeaways.
Local Attractions! Longest footbridge in southern 
hemisphere, Poor Knights. On the national  
Te Araroa Trail.        
Tariffs: from $16.  
Camping, Cabins & Motel Units.         
Packages: NZMCA, Winter, School and Tramping 
Specials. Dump station for caravan and motor home.
Pet-friendly: Bring your Dog, Budgie or Horse.  
By arrangement.

P: +64 9 433 8896
W: whananakiholiday.co.nz
E: stay@whananakiholiday.co.nz
2160 Whananaki North Road

ESRT[4

FREECALL Reservations
0800 580 581

BOOK ONLINE
www.whangareicentral.co.nz

 WiFi (conditions apply)
Please visit www.whangareicentral.co.nz for details

So many accommodation options:
Tariff (2 people):
1-brm self-contained units with SKY  $129-$189
Self-contained studio unit  $99-$145
Cabins (sleep 2-5)  $84-$124
Tent/Power sites  $38
Check-in time from 1pm to 9pm

Sites $19pp/night ALL YEAR

TUTUKAKA HOLIDAY PARK
WWW.TUTUKAKA-HOLIDAYPARK.CO.NZ

• 2-minute walk to marina, boat ramp, 
dive centre & restaurants.

• Wide variety of accommodation 
available.

• Dump site available for guest use.
• Boat, caravan and campervan storage.
• Tariff: from $20-$25 sites (pp),  

$75-$180 cabins (double), seasonal.

285 Matapouri Rd, Tutukaka
Phone/Fax: +64 9 434 3938
Email: tutukakaholidaypark@gmail.com
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Bay of Islands 
AQUATIC PLAYGROUND

WITH MORE THAN 144 ISLANDS, THE BAY OF ISLANDS IS A 
FAVOURITE AQUATIC PLAYGROUND FOR HOLIDAYMAKERS 
AND YACHTIES FROM AROUND THE WORLD. 

Only 5km west of Paihia, the Haruru Falls cascade in a rare 
horseshoe shape. See nature’s power as the water flows from the 
Waitangi River over the falls into the estuary and out to sea. The falls 
are an excellent place for a picnic if you’re looking for a scenic spot to 
while away a few hours.

Paradise for trainspotters, the Bay of Islands vintage steam train 
runs down the middle of Kawakawa’s main street to Taumarere 
Station on Fridays, weekends and every day during school and public 
holidays. While in town, also take a comfort stop at the public toilets. 
The curved shapes and brightly coloured ceramic tiles and bottles 
are classic Hundertwasser. 

Waitangi Treaty Grounds © Waitangi Treaty Grounds 

The secluded bays and sandy beaches of the mainland and many 
of the islands are open to the public; their warm waters, lush 

vegetation and incredible scenery offer plenty of opportunity for 
fun, adventure and relaxation. Marine life is abundant in the area, with 
dolphins regularly spotted and sometimes whales and penguins. The Bay 
of Islands offers excellent fishing, with plentiful snapper, and beds of plump 
scallops await divers in crystal-clear depths. 

THE MAIN CENTRES OF THE BAY OF ISLANDS 
ARE PAIHIA, WAITANGI, RUSSELL, KERIKERI AND 
KAWAKAWA, EACH STEEPED IN HISTORY AND 
IDEAL AS A BASE FOR EXPLORING. 

Nestled between rolling 
green hills, blue harbours 

and biscuit-coloured beaches, 
Paihia is the ultimate 
destination. 

The range of attractions here varies 
from the indulgent to adrenalin-

pumping. Book a massage at a day  
spa, enjoy the locally caught 
seafood at a restaurant, catch a 
culture show, go souvenir shopping 
(here you’ll find everything from 
greenstone carvings to possum fur 
products) or just laze on the beach. 
If you’re adventurous you can go 

skydiving or parasailing, or test your 
skills on a flying trapeze. The nearby 
Waitangi Treaty Grounds are 
part of the 506ha Waitangi National 
Trust Estate. Featuring the excellent 
new Museum of Waitangi, as well as 
the Treaty House, which was built 
in 1832 for the first British resident 

James Busby, and the magnificently 
detailed whare runanga, a beautiful 
meeting house completed in 1940, 
this important historic site is where 
New Zealand’s founding document, 
the Treaty of Waitangi, was first 
signed in 1840. 

Paihia, Bay of Islands  
© Destination Northland

PAIHIA

  RUSSELL named after Lord John Russell • 9km N of Paihia

Russell
Romantic Russell is a beautifully located historic town with 

exquisitely restored heritage buildings, excellent galleries, lovely 
accommodation and exceptional restaurants. The town is one of the 
country’s oldest European settlements and was once a major whaling 
and trading centre known more for its drunken lawlessness than its 
stunning setting. In 1840, Kororareka (later named Russell) was declared 
the country’s capital before it was moved to Auckland a year later. A 
year-round destination, the town is a pleasant place to spend time 
before embarking on the Twin Coast Cycle Trail. With abundant fresh 
local produce and seafood, the town has a range of top-class eateries. 
Russell is also the base for many water activities and there is a good 
choice of walks from Russell itself and in nearby Ngaiotonga Forest.

    PAIHIA  here’s a good place • 24km SE of Kerikeri

Paihia: Williams Rd & Maritime Building. Russell: Cnr Cass St/Strand

P: +64 9 402 7318  |  www.thecabbagetree.co.nz

Open every day  |  Worldwide postage duty-free  |  Free gift-wrapping

We specialise in New Zealand-made art, clothing and souvenirs. 
Purchase that timeless gift or simply browse and enjoy:

Bay of Islands - the Best Shops in Northland

Whale Bone Pendant Moko Wall Carving Possum/Merino Clothing

Bone & Wood Carvings  •  Jewellery  •  T-Shirts & Caps 
 Cosmetics  •  Local Art  •  and much more...

Reservations: +64 9 402 7646
info@bayofislandsholidaypark.co.nz
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Largest park in the bay 
- choose your own site

678 Puketona Rd, 
PO Box 393, Paihia
P +64 9 402 7646  F +64 9 402 7604
E info@bayofislandsholidaypark.co.nz

WiFi. Swimming pool. Safe river kayaking. 
Volleyball court. Flying fox. Large recreation 
room and covered BBQ area including pizza 
oven, playground, ideal for social & educational 
tour groups. Well-presented cabins and tourist 
flats. All-weather sites. Pet-friendly. Friendly 
welcoming staff. Spotless amenities.
Your host: Gordon. Tariff: $16-$165.

PAIHIA

BAY OF ISLANDS
HOLIDAY PARK LARGEST

PARK IN THE BAY
2min walk to the beach
Wharf & town centre  
15min walk
Unlimited FREE WiFi
Opposite supermarket
FREE BBQs
Dump station
Pet-friendly
Olive Grove  
parking

islands
bayof

 c a m p e r v a n  p a r k

Also to rent 
5 luxury 

ApArtments

www.bayofislandscampervanpark.co.nz

+64 9 402 6601
enquiries@boihacvp.co.nz

52 puketona rd, 
pAihiA

islands
holiday apartments and campervan park

bayof

2 minutes walk to Beach

Wharf and town 15 mins walk

Unlimited FREE wifi

opposite supermarket

Free BBQ’s

Dump station

pet Friendly

olive Grove 
parking

islands
bayof

 c a m p e r v a n  p a r k

Also to rent 
5 luxury 

ApArtments

www.bayofislandscampervanpark.co.nz

+64 9 402 6601
enquiries@boihacvp.co.nz

52 puketona rd, 
pAihiA

islands
holiday apartments and campervan park

bayof

2 minutes walk to Beach

Wharf and town 15 mins walk

Unlimited FREE wifi

opposite supermarket

Free BBQ’s

Dump station

pet Friendly

olive Grove 
parking

52 Puketona Road,
PAIHIA • Ph:+64 9 402 6601
E: enquiries@boihacvp.co.nz

www.bayofislandscampervanpark.co.nz

WAITANGI
HOLIDAY PARK

BAY OF ISLANDS, NEW ZEALAND

Walk to Paihia town centre, Te Ti Beach and 
the historic Waitangi Treaty Grounds.

Stunning water-view, tent and powered 
campervan sites. Comfortable cabins, FREE 

WiFi and pet-friendly park set upon the 
banks of the magical Waitangi River.

0800 55 6660 • +64 (9) 402 7866
info@waitangiholidaypark.co.nz

21 Tahuna Road, Waitangi, Bay of Islands

www.waitangiholidaypark.co.nz

• Reconnect the family with nature 
& beautiful starry skies

• Amazing & rare birdlife filmed 
here by the BBC

• Stunning location, 
environmentally conscious

• Family friendly with pool, 
playground, WiFi

• Camp sites and accommodation 
to suit all budgets

• Near walking & cycle trails
• Pets by arrangement

Russell - Orongo Bay Holiday Park
Central base to explore the Bay of Islands
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Kerikeri’s sunny climate provides 
ideal growing conditions 

for citrus, kiwifruit, tamarillos, 
macadamia nuts and avocados, 
which can be bought freshly 
picked in season at the Sunday 
farmers’ market on Hobson Ave 
and at roadside stalls. There’s also 
locally produced gourmet cheeses, 
ice cream, liqueurs, handmade 
chocolates, natural skincare 
products, beautiful kauri products 
and a number of wineries nearby. 
The town, one of the first to be 
settled by Europeans, is the site of 

New Zealand’s two oldest buildings. 
The wooden Kemp House was built 
in 1821-22 as a mission house and 
the Stone Store, constructed in 
1832, was used to store wheat. 

As well as historical sites, Kerikeri 
is home to one of New Zealand’s 
Garden of National Significance – 
Wharepuke Subtropical Gardens. 
Golf and scenic flights are also 
among the activities on offer.

GOURMET TREATS AND HISTORY

ABOVE: Stone Store and Kemp House
© Northland.inc

Explore the  
FAR NORTH

UNSPOILED BEAUTY

HERE YOU WILL FIND STUNNING ISLANDS, 
ISOLATED RUGGED BEACHES, GUMDIGGER RELICS 
AND SEAFOOD FOR FORAGING. 

Cape Reinga © Kevin Hamilton

 CAPE REINGA 111km N of Kaitaia

The Far North is a tale of two different coasts. The east is 
more urbane with deep water harbours, sandy beaches 

and beautiful islands. The west is soulful and rugged with 
long stretches of isolated sands and gumdigger relics.

Cape Reinga lighthouse sits proudly watching the Pacific 
Ocean collide with the Tasman Sea. The spirits of deceased 
Maori are said to leap into the waters here to return to their 
ancestral homeland of Hawaiki. The lighthouse salutes the 
stretch of land curving south to the giant Te Paki sand dunes 
– great for tobogganing – and Ninety Mile Beach. 

Ahipara, at the southern end of Ninety Mile Beach, has one 
of New Zealand’s best left-hand surf breaks and is popular 
for surfcasting, land yachting and gathering shellfish. Dig 
your feet into the sand and watch the tuatua surface. 

Head overland to the east coast and Doubtless Bay with 
its shady pohutukawa trees and good swimming beaches. 
Coopers Beach is a favourite holiday spot. Just further on is 
Whangaroa harbour. 

 AHIPARA Fire for roasting fern root • 14km SW of Kaitaia

1265 Highway 10, Kerikeri • Phone: +64 9 407 7889 
Email: enquiries@rvparknz.com • www.rvparknz.com

WAGON TRAIN TOURIST PARK
KERIKERI

R.V. PARK
WAGON TRAIN

• Vacation Chalet in tropical landscaped setting

• Comfortable Chalet accom with spacious deck for al fresco dining

• Queen bed in a separate room • Ensuite with quality bathroom fittings

• 42” high resolution TV and DVD • Internet connection

• Holiday Park in a private tropical landscaped setting: RV, Motorhome, 
Trailer, Caravan, Tent Sites and Cabins

• Kitchen, filtered drinking water, hot high-pressure showers, laundry, 
internet & laptop connections

• BBQ, dump station

THE KAURI WORKSHOP
• Plenty of gift ideas for all budgets.
• Wide range of handcrafted wood made 

from New Zealand native timbers including 
kauri, rimu, totara and pohutukawa.

• Overseas shipping available.
• Come on in and see our woodturner  

at work.

www.kerikeri.co/kauri-workshop
500 Kerikeri Rd, Kerikeri • P: 09 407 9196 • E: kauriw@xtra.co.nz

214 Houhora Heads Rd, SH 1F, RD 4, Kaitaia • Ph: +64 9 409 8511
E: info@wagenerholidaypark.co.nz • www.wagenerholidaypark.co.nz

(HOUHORA HEADS 
MOTOR CAMP)

CLASSIC WATERFRONT CAMPING
Peaceful, waterfront location on the picturesque Houhora Harbour
• 30min north of Kaitaia en route to Cape Reinga • Boat ramp 
• Close to 90 Mile Beach • Pizza oven
• Ensuite & standard cabins, power & non-power sites  
•  Swimming pool • Hire kayaks • Popular fishing spot
• Safe swimming, large BBQ gazebo area, playground, secluded sites
• Tariff: cabins from $55-$75, sites from $15pp. Seasonal rates/surcharge may apply

4

Phone for reservations: 0800 888 988 www.ahiparaholidaypark.co.nz

AHIPARA HOLIDAY PARK
168 Takahe Rd,  
Ninety Mile Beach, Ahipara
P +64 9 409 4864
E ahiparaholidaypark@gmail.com

• FREE WIFI • FREE GAS BBQ
• 4 hectares park-like setting
• 5min walk to 90 Mile Beach
• Cabins, ensuite rooms, park 

motels, backpackers, tent/
campervan sites

•  Quad bike, surf & sand board 
hire 

• Horse trekking • Pet-friendly 
• Winter ‘weekly’ rates
• Large vehicle access

Gateway to Ninety Mile Beach
Pick-up point for Cape Reinga tours

AHIPARA

AHIPARA
HOLIDAY PARK

Kerikeri
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Place of Kupe’s return
Hokianga Harbour was the departure point of legendary Maori 
navigator Kupe when he returned to his homeland of Hawaiki. 
It’s said he left behind two taniwha – mythical creatures which 
guided the safe landing of other Polynesian arrivals – and 
declared he would return one day. So the harbour became 
known as Te Hokianga-nui-a-Kupe, the place of Kupe’s return.

Hokianga
HEAVENLY HARBOUR

Hokianga is a place for visitors to appreciate the 
landscape of the founding ancestor Kupe, the sea that 

brought him and the land he named. 

Along the waterfront are the historic towns of Opononi, 
Omapere, Rawene, Kohukohu and Horeke. Look out for home-

based studios and galleries. After visiting historic Clendon House 
at lovely Rawene, catch the car ferry from Rawene to charming 

Kohukohu. Visit the Mission House in Horeke, built for Wesleyan 
Reverend Nathaniel Turner in 1838 with views over the harbour. Not 
far from Kaikohe is Ngawha Springs where the rustic thermal pools are 
soothing and therapeutic. See the Wairere Boulders, some 30m high, 
formed by a lava flow 2.8 million years ago. They are thought to be the 
only eroded basalt rocks in the world.

IMAGES: LEFT: Couple in Hokianga © David Kirkland
ABOVE: Omapere • TOP: Fishing, Hokianga Harbour © Destination Northland
RIGHT: Waitangi Treaty Grounds: Kupe, the first Maori to discover NZ © Culture North

KUPE: THE POWER HE INSTILLED IN THE 
HARBOUR AND HEADLANDS INVITE 
CONVERSATION AND COMPANIONSHIP 
TO WALK THE DUNES, THE LAND AND 
THE SHORELINE. 

  RAWENE 43km W of Kaikohe

THE BEAUTIFUL HOKIANGA HARBOUR INCLUDES THE 
TWIN SETTLEMENTS OF OMAPERE AND OPONONI, 
FAMOUS FOR THE GOLDEN SAND DUNES THAT 
MONOPOLISE THE VIEW FROM THE SHORELINE.

Situated on a hilltop, sheltered by native trees with stunning harbour 
views. Family owned and operated, range of accommodation,  

pet-friendly by arrangement.

HOLIDAY PARK

1 Marmon St West, Rawene
Ph: +64 9 405 7720

info@raweneholidaypark.co.nz

www.raweneholidaypark.co.nz
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DON’T MISS: Tane Mahuta 
Waipoua Forest is the domain of 
New Zealand’s largest living kauri, 
Tane Mahuta, ‘Lord of the Forest’. 
This imposing giant has a 13m girth, 

a trunk height of 17m and a total height of 51m, 
and he’s just a short walk from the car park. 

TROUNSON Kauri Park
Walk the 1.6km (40-minute) loop track in this 
586ha reserve featuring a spectacular stand of 
kauri trees. Also discover the secrets of the great 
forests by night on a two-hour guided walk. 
Marvel at the magnificent kauri and explore the 
sights and sounds of the forest after dark. 

Kaihu Tavern (1895), Kaihu
© davidwallphoto.com

Tane Mahuta

  KAIHU from Kaihu a-Ihenga (Secret eating of Ihenga) • 28km NW of Dargaville  DARGAVILLE early settler Joseph Dargaville • 117km NW of Warkworth

Pristine white sands and rolling 
green countryside surround 

the crystal-clear waters of the 
three freshwater lakes known as 
Kai Iwi Lakes. The lakes do not 
have any tributaries and are only 
filled by rainfall, which means the 
level of the lakes vary depending 

on the season. Bring the kayaks, 
windsurfer, fishing and dive gear, 
and as these deep dune lakes are 
rimmed by shallow water, they are 
ideal for swimming. Alternatively, 
while away a lazy afternoon on the 
white sands with the rippling waters 
lapping at your feet.

Kai Iwi Lakes

DARGAVILLE
Take advantage of Dargaville’s pioneering past and seaside location 
with a trip to Ripiro Beach to find a historic shipwreck, or join a 
guided tour. Take a short, sharp walk to Tokatoka Peak for amazing 
views of the region or head to the long, sandy Baylys Beach and try 
your hand at kite fishing, surf casting or quad biking along the coast.

See Kauri Coast memorabilia and experience a working kumara farm 
on a tour at The Kumara Box, and visit Dargaville Museum, which 
brings the history of kauri and kumara crops alive. Also see some of 
Dargaville’s hidden gems in the art galleries and studios tucked away 
in the Kaipara region.

Kai Iwi Lakes

KAIHU
Kaihu played an important 
part in Northland’s kauri-
logging boom during the 19th 
and early 20th centuries. It 
was here that the trees were 
logged and then sent south 
to Dargaville before being 
transported to their final 
destination. Today, there is 
an art and craft gallery that is 
dedicated to all things kauri, 
including furniture.

Open 9-5 Mon-Sat in summer, 9-5 Mon-Fri in winter

• Must-see attraction
• Wide range of ancent kauri furniture
• Wood art & crafts
• Pottery & glass
• NZ greenstone & paua jewellery
• Kauri slabs/timber available
• Shipping available worldwide

Kauri Arts & Crafts 
Gallery

2888 State Highway 12, Kaihu, RD9 DARGAVILLE • P: 09 439 7227 • F: 09 439 7337 • M: 0274 930 504 • E: kauri.furniture@xtra.co.nz
www.nelsonskaihukauri.co.nz

Experience the 
west coast

Taste Kumara where it’s grown • Enjoy surfing or fishing • Explore the Kauri 
Forest and say hello to Tane Mahuta • Visit the pristine Kai Iwi Lakes 

• Learn about the area’s rich heritage in the local museums - or just relax and  
let the pressures of life disappear

KELLY ST

24 Seaview Rd, Baylys Beach, Dargaville
P: +64 9 439 6349 • E: motorcamp@baylysbeach.co.nz

0800 229 597 (0800 BAYLYS)
www.baylysbeach.co.nz

13km west
of Dargaville

•  Self-contained units 
- 3-bedroom cottages 
- Baches   

   - Tourist flat
• Ensuite cabins
• Cabins (4 to 6 people)
• Linen hire • Pet-friendly

• Tents & power sites
•  Kitchen, toilet, shower, laundry, BBQ 

and outdoor setting
• Children’s playground
• Free WiFi 
• Campervan sites
Tariff from : $36-$150

Kai Iwi Lakes one of NZ’s best holiday spots!

Phone: +64 9 439 0986 • Email: lakes@kaipara.govt.nz 
ON-LINE BOOKING: www.kaiiwicamp.nz 

Taharoa Domain, Kai Iwi Lakes & Domain Road, Omamari, Dargaville, Northland

Northland’s shining jewel 35km from Dargaville. 

538 hectares of premier recreation reserve with white sand, freshwater 
dune lakes and 2 campgrounds. 

Perfect for camping, swimming, fishing, boating, kayaking, exploring 
walking and cycling tracks, wildlife & close to surf beach.

•  Only 3 hrs from Auckland, 35km from Dargaville
•  Tent & Campervan sites
• Walking and cycling tracks
•  Water lovers’ paradise
•  Mobile shop open: 26th Dec - 6th February
• Powered sites available

Kai Iwi Lakes Camp

Due to the threat that kauri dieback disease presents, please keep to the tracks, stay away from 
kauri roots and clean your gear before and after visiting kauri forests. Check that the tracks are 
open before you visit at www.doc.govt.nz


