Introduction
The Used Car Safety Ratings charts included in this report provide you with the crash
safety rating for the driver. They show you how well each vehicle protects its driver
from death or serious injury in a crash.
Those vehicles which provide excellent protection from injury for their own drivers as
well as for other road users in the event of a crash receive a ‘Safe Pick’ rating.
These ratings are based upon real-world crash data for 266 vehicle models in the
Australian and New Zealand fleets, manufactured from 1996 until 2014. The AA and
the NZ Transport Agency are members of the Vehicle Safety Research Group, which
commissioned the analysis of the crash data by the Monash University Accident
Research Centre.
Many new vehicle models and some very low sales volume vehicle models of all ages
are not covered by these ratings due to insufficient real-world crash data to enable
those models to be rated accurately.
If you’re considering a new or late model vehicle that’s not listed in this report, check
the ANCAP safety ratings and look for a vehicle which holds the maximum 5 star
ANCAP safety rating.

Categories:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Small cars
Medium cars
Large cars
People movers
Light cars
Commercial vehicles – vans
Commercial vehicles – Utes
Compact SUVs
Medium SUVs
Large SUVs

How are Used Car Safety Ratings calculated?
Records from over 7.5 million vehicles in police-reported road crashes in Australia
and New Zealand between 1987 and 2014 were analysed by Monash University’s
Accident Research Centre. The ratings were calculated using an internationally
reviewed method and are influenced by the vehicle’s mass, the structural design of
the body, and the safety features fitted to the vehicle, such as airbags and types of
seat belts. Each of the driver protection ratings in the 2016 update has been
recalculated based on the most recent crash data available so they are not
comparable with the ratings published in previous years.
The ratings compare the safety of each vehicle model to all other used vehicles
currently available. As the safety of new vehicles is constantly improving, the same
models can have different ratings from previous years. Models of vehicles that cause
lower injuries to other road users with which they collide, including other drivers,
pedestrians, cyclists and motorcyclists, as well as providing excellent protection for
their own driver, and are fitted with Electronic Stability Control (ESC) are awarded
the ‘Safe Pick’ label. In some models, ESC was optional so, if interested in one of
these, check to see if it has ESC. The score for each individual model can be
compared against the ratings for all other vehicles.
The driver protection ratings are about the risk of death or serious injury to the
driver of the vehicle in the event of a crash. The ratings are not about the risk of
being involved in the crash in the first place, which is generally determined by a
range of factors including, vehicle technology, driver behaviour, vehicle condition and
the road environment.
Question: Won’t certain kinds of vehicles score a good rating because of the types of
people who drive them or where they are driven?
These factors were taken into account as much as possible when the data were
analysed. The ratings were adjusted for factors such as driver gender and age, type
of road user involved, speed limit at the crash location, number of vehicles involved,
crash configuration, and year and location of crash. As far as possible the ratings are
about the contribution of the vehicle to injury outcomes in a crash and not who was
driving the vehicle or where it crashed.

What’s the difference between Used Car Safety Ratings and ANCAP Safety Ratings?
ANCAP safety ratings are assessed by a combination of data obtained from the
simulation of common crash scenarios undertaken on new vehicles in a controlled
laboratory setting, the features that can help the vehicles avoid a crash or better
protect their occupants in a crash, and the risk the vehicles pose to pedestrians in a
crash.
Used Car Safety Ratings, as listed in this report, are calculated using data from
millions of police reports on actual crashes involving a range of drivers and all types
of driving conditions.
The Used Car Safety Ratings listed in this report are all calculated on a consistent set
of criteria and updated annually based on the most recent real world data. They can
therefore be compared across all categories.
The Used Car Safety Ratings ‘Safe Pick’ further identifies vehicles that provide the
best protection for both their own drivers and other road users in a crash and are
fitted with ESC.
Any vehicle safety rating system can only provide an indication of the relative levels
of protection between vehicles you can expect in the event of a crash. Whether or
not you die or are seriously injured in a crash also depends on how safely you drive
your vehicle and the circumstances of each particular crash.

For more information or answers to frequently asked questions about purchasing a
safe used vehicle in New Zealand, contact:
New Zealand Transport Agency: www.rightcar.govt.nz Ph. 0800 699 000
New Zealand Automobile Association: www.aa.co.nz/safety Ph. 0800 500 333 (option
2)

