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Electric vehicle benefits are
recognised: But cost is a barrier

Cost and safety matter most 
when buying a vehicle

WHAT DRIVES VEHICLE CHOICES? 

Insights from the AA 2026 Vehicle Choices Survey

AA Vehicle Choices Survey 2026
January 2026 | n=2,000 (53% responserate)|±2.2%marginof error 
Weighted to AA Member age, gender and location 

21%

drive a 
diesel vehicle

9%

only have
hybrid or EVs

Petrol vehicles still dominate in AA Member households

7%

drive an 
EV

17%

drive a
non-plugin-

hybrid

drive a 
petrol vehicle

86%

And what holds change back?

For more highlights,
 visit aa.co.nz/surveys57%

plan to buy a used vehicle next

*Many AA households have two or more vehicles, so some categories may overlap

https://aa.co.nz/surveys
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