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Outback Sore—~ A

Specialists in escorted Noutback travel

o

FREE
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Flinders Ranges & Kang Is
15 days $6,395 Departs Sep, Oct & Nov 2014

Travel from Sydney to the South Australian outback via the Great
Ocean Road and Kangaroo Island @ spend 2 nights Kangaroo Island
with guided beach tour at Seal Bay ® 2 nights Wilpena Pound

e explore the Flinders Ranges ® 4WD Ridge Top adventure and
observatory tour,
Arkaroola ¢ Mungo
National Park e Barossa
wine region e stay in
Broken Hill e travel the
Great Ocean Road and Mungo National Park
visit the 12 Apostles o Wag
¢ Otway Ranges ¢) Adelaide
¢ 2 nights Adelaide 2%

and more!
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Lake Eyre & Kang Is
10 days $5,295 Departs Sep & Oct 2014

Discover Outback South Australia and Kangaroo Island on this new
adventure for 2014 e visit Lake Eyre
and enjoy a 2 hour scenic flight

e visit Kalamurina Wildlife Sanctuary
on the banks of the Warburton

¢ Seal Bay and Remarkable Rocks on 9 Marree

Kangaroo Island e enjoy a tour of C

Penfolds Magill Estate, Adelaide .? Arkaroola

e overnight at the delightful Prairie Parachilnao. o ﬂ;?%i;l%%?&es
Hotel, Parachilna ¢ 4WD Ridge 3 Wilpena Pound
Top tour & intergalactic Hawker
experience at Arkaroola Orroroo

® Bunyeroo & Brachina Peterborough
Gorges ® Wilpena Pound

& Flinders Ranges

¢ 2 nights in Adelaide
and more!

“Kalamurina 7
Wildlife
Lake Eyre "‘—Sa'nctual'y'

Port Augusta

Burra

¥ Valley
Adelaide ¢} Hahn d)c/)rf

Kangaroo Island £)~*Cape Jervis

*Conditions apply. All fares are in NZD and include Australian GST. Fares can fluctuate due to exchange rate movements and are subject to
precise exchange rates at time of payment. Savings for Cape York and Kimberley & Top End tours are applicable for limited seats for remaining
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Australia 2014 - last seat sale!

Discover Australia with the people who know it best.

Cape York Adventure LAST SEATS!
13 days from $7,695. Departs Sep 2014 A gﬁ‘g%

Enjoy the most comprehensive tour of Cape York Peninsula with exceptional attractions Island ¢ E,:r(:eavou, SN PER COUPLEN
and accommodation for 2014! Tour Kazu Pearl Farm, Friday Island ® Daintree Rainforest Fruit Bat Falls 3 gamagg'“'fi_. :
and River cruise ® Cape Tribulation e tackle the infamous Bloomfield Track @ explore mwmockamm’em“
Cooktown e travel through Lakefield National Park and stay 2 nights at the stunning Welgge'é”’?f *_;:;:3)‘:"" \
Lotus Bird Lodge ® visit Weipa and discover the world's largest Bauxite mine on a guided Sl N
tour @ spend 2 nights at Moreton Telegraph Station in our deluxe accommodation and S ,ﬂ‘\‘ ?;;“,E";gﬁ
cruise the wild Wenlock River, home to more fish species than any other river in Australia 5,: ll
k |

e explore the surrounding Wenlock River country aboard unique 7 seat 4WD ranger vehicles 3
* travel parts of the original Telegraph Track ® enjoy a dip at Fruit Bat Falls ® spend 2 nights  Lotus Bird Lodge ‘a"‘. Cooktownl

at Bamaga and explore the region including Pajinka, the very tip of Australia ® enjoy a Laurad‘ \Bloomlﬁeld "
comprehensive Torres Strait Islands experience including Thursday Island, Friday Island Dainf:fs::tfr:i:tercmse !

and Horn Island before flying back to Cairns with QANTAS e spend 2 nights at the PortDougIasK_
Shangri La Hotel, Cairns. Cairns )

DA L o --4 LAST SEATS!

SAVE

R i )

Tasmania Klmberle & Top End

12 days $6,095 Departs Oct & Nov 2014 17 days from $9,995 Departs Aug & Sep 2014
Explore Tasmania’s sensational wilderness aboard this Travel from Darwin to Broome and discover the Kimberley & Top End.
comprehensive tour ® spend 2 nights in and explore Cradle Spend two nights on the Mitchell Plateau at our exclusive Ngauwudu
Mountain Lake-St Clair National Park e cruise Wineglass Bay Safari Camp e view rarely seen Gwion Gwion and Wandjina rock art
and visit Freycinet Peninsula ® 2 nights Strahan and * helicopter flight over Mitchell Falls included e travel the full length
Gordon River cruise ® Dove Lake of the Gibb River Road ¢ spend two nights in the Bungle
and Waldheim Chalet Bungles ¢ stay two nights at Cable Beach Club
. explore‘the Tahune Smithtono Resort & Spa, Broome ® explore Ngauwudu Darwin @) -
Valley e discover Kakadu and Arnhem Land Safari Camp Cooind. 2)
Launceston and e visit Bell, Geikie, Galvans, Mitchell
surrounding region @ Launceston Windjana & Chamberlain Plateau Katherine ¢}
e exhilarating Bruny Gorges @ cruise the dale 9 Kununurra
Island Wilderness Cruise (2] Mountain Ord River, Katherine Rlver Statlon\ ,,,,

e historical Port Arthur tour Strahan (1) River Gorge & Yellow Honiontal ras ': EIQ estro

e Woolnorth wind farm and Freycinet Water Billabong f# Derby /9

rugged Cape Grim National e visit the Injalak Art ! TS

. Sgtznley aEd ‘the Nut’ Hobart € Park Centre ® dis]cover 9’“""‘0 Bungle Bungles
* 3 nights in Hobart and more! Port Arthur Ubsirr Rock ® Darwin  Breeme C:;g::lg,

sightseeing and more! The Kimberley 2034

CALLUS MR

www.outbackspirittours.com.au | Free call 0800 805 265 FOR A FREE

departures for 2014 and are reflected in fares quoted. All offers available until sold out. Fares quoted are per person twin share. & DVD
All'tours are operated by Outback Spirit Pty Ltd. ACN 006 972 130. Licensed Travel Agent 2TA4575. EM_140387_AANZ.
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A FUEL ECONOMY
@ 5.8L / 100KM

ADR 81/02 results for 2WD

REAL VALUE: Our consistent pricing policy with a 5 year warranty and roadside assistance package for total peace of mind. www.suzuki.co.nz
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SZA0171



AA Contents

IN EVERY ISSUE

12

Chief Executive’s Message

Letters

Compass

Hot art, cool competitions, and a look
at safe driving advocates, SADD

FEATURES

23

35

Fabulous Finds

50 New Zealand gems worth making
a detour to experience

The Cape

The story of a Hawke's Bay

farming dynasty

MOTORING

43

48

51

Election Calls

The AA's priorities for politicians
Future Tech

Intelligent transport is closer than
you think

Boomers on Bikes

The thrills and spills of riding

into retirement

WINTER 2014
TRAVE LLER

82

Trail Blazing

Testing mind and body on the Central
North Island Timber Trail

Travel Bites

Ohakune by rail, Western Australia’s
wildflowers and China’s vibrant capital
Adventure on Ice

Cruising Alaska’s glacial wilderness

MY AA

89

Staff Profile
Vanessa Fennelly gives the low-down
on AA Finance

GUIDING LIFE’'S JOURNEYS

FOR OVER 110 YEARS.

New Zealand Automobile Association

aadirections.co.nz 5



AA MEMBERS GET ™
A FREE EYE EXAM
AT SPECSAVERS

At Specsavers, AA Members are entitled to a FREE eye exam), including Digital Retinal
Photography every two years. Just present your AA Membership card in store.

Over 50 stores now open in New Zealand. Proud M
- . Partners
Visit specsavers.co.nz to find out more.

Specsavers

*Free exam applies to standard eye examinations only, normally valued at $60. Limited to one per AA Member every two years. Available to current AA Members upon presentation of
AA Membership card, subject to appointment availability. © 2014 Specsavers Optical Group.




FROM THE TOP

Time to get tough

PEDESTRIAN LOSES her life after being hit by

an extremely drunk driver in the middle of the

afternoon. A cyclist is killed in Northland and

the driver of the vehicle involved is charged

with drink-driving. An elderly couple suffers
horrendous injuries when a drink-driver ploughs into
their car in Katikati. That's four innocent road users whose
lives were lost or shattered because of drink-drivers.

And these are only a few examples of people paying
a terrible price for others irresponsibly driving under
the influence of alcohol. The appalling truth is that there
are, on average, five people hurt every day in crashes
involving alcohol or drugs. In many cases, the ones
suffering the most harm are doing nothing except being
in the wrong place at the wrong time.

Yes, some progress has been made in battling the
scourge of drink-driving in this country in the past 20
years. The number of fatal and serious injury crashes
involving drink-drivers has nearly halved. The number
of drink-driving convictions has also fallen from 31,058
in 2009 to 23,362 in 2012.

But, that is still an appalling statistic. There are still
too many people driving when intoxicated and putting
innocent lives at risk — and a high proportion of them are
recidivist drink-drivers. Half of the 23,362 drink-drivers
caught in 2012 had been caught before. [ fear that despite
all the education and the lowering of the adult drink-
driving limit later this year, it will not deter those hardcore
recidivist offenders.

So, what can be done? I believe alcohol interlocks,
which are hi-tech devices that prevent a car from being
driven by someone who has consumed alcohol, could be
an effective answer. Certainly, overseas experience shows
they reduce drink-driving reoffending by as much as 90%.

In 2012, interlocks became a sentencing option for New
Zealand courts, but only 158 have been fitted. That is a
fraction of what it should be; one has to ask why.

Clearly, more needs to be done. Your Association is
calling for the Government to review the alcohol interlock
programme. We are convinced that greater use of alcohol
interlocks could make an enormous difference. Overseas
statistics are so compelling that our call to increase the use

of interlocks on the vehicles of drink-drivers has become
one of our Election Calls, a list of 15 actions we are seeking
commitment to from all political parties. You can read
more on our Election Calls on p.43.

Fitting interlocks can save lives, but unless there is
a serious commitment by the Government to make the
programme work, the carnage on our roads caused by
drink-drivers will continue. It is time to say 'no more'.
The huge hurt caused by drink-drivers to our families
and communities has to stop and the means to make a
difference is readily available. It just needs commitment.

BRIAN GIBBONS
CHIEF EXECUTIVE

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

Is safety an important consideration for you when you are buying a vehicle?

Go to aadirections.co.nz to have your say.

aadirections.co.nz 7
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Taine from 62 Models and Edie,
photographed by Stephen Tilly and
styled by Greta van der Star.

8 AA Directions Winter 2014

Putting this issue’s ‘fabulous
finds’ feature together was

great fun. We decided to limit it
to 50, but we could easily have
presented double that. What the
project revealed was the wealth
of inspiring, intriguing detours
available to travellers around
this country of ours. It's a wonder

we ever get to where we're meant to, with all the
tempting diversions along the way. In a complete
change of pace, the focus on one special place
—land on the east coast of the North Island

that's been farmed by the same family for seven
generations — acknowledges New Zealand's
colourtul, character-building history. All in all,

it's another episode in the story of us.

]

KATHRYN WEBSTER
EDITOR

CONTRIBUTORS

BRETT ATKINSON
Auckland-based Brett Atkinson
has covered around 50 countries
as a travel and food writer

and has written Lonely Planet
guidebooks on more than ten
countries. Recent travels have
seen him experiencing Kurdish
culture in eastern Turkey,
watching bears in Alaska

and attending sumo wrestling
finals in Tokyo, which you can
read about at brett-atkinson.
net. Brett shares his Alaskan
adventure with readers on p.82.

GRETA VAN DER STAR

After completing a degree in
photography at Unitec, Greta
cut her teeth in fashion styling,
working on London magazine
Cosmopolitan Bride. Now back
in Auckland, she spends her
time styling fashion and food,
costume buying for television
and documenting life on 35mm
film. You can see Greta's
styling work on our Moonrise
Kingdom-inspired cover, and at
the start of our Fabulous Finds
feature on p.23.

CHRIS VAN RYN

Chris has been writing and
photographing for over a
decade, focusing on travel

as well as on social and
philosophical topics. He
self-publishes books, with an
emphasis on the art of print
production and loves to take
road trips. Widely travelled,
Chris rates New Zealand's South
Island as one of the world's
most exhilarating and beautiful
destinations. His work features
on p.51 and p.62 of this issue.



In the Autumn issue of AA Directions we asked Members:
Do you support signposting fixed speed cameras?

76

This issue's poll question: Is safety an important consideration for you
when you're buying a vehicle? To have your say, go to aadirections.co.nz

GOOD NEIGHBOURS

Recently my wife and I spent two
weeks in New South Wales in
Australia visiting our daughter. She
loaned us her car and on one occasion
when we were driving, we had a
blow-out in a rear tyre. We located a
phone number for the NRMA and they
sent a service man to assist. There
was no charge as they recognise the
AA (there is a reciprocal agreement
with Australian clubs). We were very
grateful. [ suggest any Members
contemplating a trip to Australia
should take the phone numbers of

the Australian clubs with them.

GEOFF BENGE - WAIKANAE

When in Australia, phone 1311 11
and quote your AA Membership
number for roadside assistance.

Recently, another child was fatally
injured by a reversing car on a
driveway. Apparently New Zealand
has one of the highest rates of such

Join the conversati

on online. Fol

accidents and, coming from the UK,

[ can see a possible reason for this. In
the UK, we were always encouraged
to ‘reverse in and drive out'. Before
reversing you must, by necessity,
drive past the parking place and view
that it is clear. In New Zealand it is the
norm to 'drive in and reverse out'.
JOHN ROBERTS - KINGSTON

DEALER TIP

[ read the article by Donavan
Edwards ‘Don't just kick the tyres'
(Autumn, 2014) and he suggests that
after making preliminary checks,

you have an AA pre-purchase check
done and if that comes out OK, to then
negotiate a price with the seller.

As a former used car dealer, [ have
some experience in this situation and
suggest a purchaser negotiates a
price before having a pre-purchase
inspection carried out, the price being
subject to a satisfactory report.

People buy houses subject to
finance, building reports etc. You can
buy a used car and make agreements

low AA New Zealand on Face

LETTERS

subject to AA checks, cambelt
replacements, having paint chips
fixed — and I assure you the buyer will
have more chance of a lower price if
he negotiates before the AA check is
carried out. But always make the deal
‘subject to'.

ARNOLD KREMER - BLENHEIM

I assumed that my driver's licence
being endorsed ‘donor’ meant that
after my death, the appropriate
arrangements would be made. Not
sol Having ‘donor’ on your licence is
only an indication to family members
that you wish to donate your organs.
They need to act on your behalf — and
they need to do so urgently.

ROBIN RUSSELL - HAMILTON

The number of people using
cellphones while driving is alarming.
I reckon the only way to curb it is to
impose heavier fines. I propose a
fine of $300 be given, on the spot, to
drivers caught using their cellphones
while they're driving.

ANISH SHAH - CHRISTCHURCH

PROPER STOPPING

Recently, [ was ticketed and given 20
demerit points for failing to stop at a
compulsory stop. I did what they call
a 'sneak and peak’. [ did brake to a
stop and, as there weren't any cars in
sight, [ continued on.

A traffic officer saw me. [ was told
a 'sneak and peak’ was not long
enough. My question is: how long
am [ expected to stop for? How many
seconds does long enough’ equate to,
when there is no traffic coming?
P DEGEEST - RICHMOND

AA Driving School responds:

You must stop and give way at stop
signs. Stop, look right, look left,
look right again and go only

when clear and safe to do so.

ok or Twitter @NZAA B

We welcome feedback and views on articles in AA Directions, and on any issues affecting motorists. Because of the volume of mail we receive,
letters cannot be personally acknowledged. Only a selection can be published and they may be edited or abbreviated for print.
WRITE TO: The Editor, AA Directions, PO Box 5, Auckland, 1140 or email editor@aa.co.nz
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MAGNIFICENT RHINE, RHONE
EUROPE & MOSELLE
RIVER CRUISE RIVER CRUISE

v INCLUDED - Unparalleled Royal

AMSTERDAM @ NETHERLANDS

Invitations including an unforgettable AMSTERDAM

day trip aboard the decadent Majestic »- 2 NETHERLANDS

Imperator Train in Europe# "é,‘cwsg
v" INCLUDED - All tipping, airport

......

welcome, transfers, port charges
and onboard and entertainment

v INCLUDED - All locally-guided
sightseeing, shore excursions v g0 Mﬁ%"‘s“’é‘b s EZ;

v INCLUDED - All Freedom of Choice AUSTRIA TR
Sightseeing throughout holiday

v INCLUDED - APT’s exclusive or
unique Signature Experiences
throughout holiday

Grighan QCRUISE
=g
~ 5 MONTE CARLO

v INCLUDED - All small group shore BARCECOTIAC
excursions and sightseeing, with ALSO AVAILABLE: ALSO AVAILABLE:
expert local guides escorting you PARIS & PRAGUE PARIS, BARCELONA &
to all the must-see sights EXTENSIONS EUMC15 MONTE CARLO EXTENSIONS EURC15
'&W' R e ?v 15 DAYS 15 DAYS
‘» g - * *
Y S A FROM $8,775 FROM $10,545
I o PER PERSON, PER PERSON,
! - TWIN SHARE TWIN SHARE

{ B 14 night river cruise ¢ Explore up to ® 14 night river cruise ® Explore up to
16 towns & cities * 28 included
experiences ® Complimentary beverages
i -5 y throughout cruiset ¢ EXCLUSIVE!
NEW & EXCLUSIVE IN EUROPE! Banquet at Germany’s Namedy Castle*
Majestic Imperator Train* e 40 meals

13 towns and cities ® Tailor your
holiday with 30 included experiences
e Complimentary beverages throughout
cruiset ¢ EXCLUSIVE! Tour and cocktail
reception at Grignan Castle ¢ 40 meals

*Conditions apply. Prices are per person (pp) twin share. Prices are correct as at 28 May 2014 but may fluctuate if surcharges, fees, taxes or currency change. Prices based on EUMCT5: 5 March 2015 (Cat. E), EURCT5: 5 November 2015 (Cat. E), EUWR14: 30 September 2015 (Cat. F),
within 7 days of booking, final payment is due 100 days prior to departure. For airfare offers flights must be booked by APT. Flights are in economy class with an airline of APT's choosing. Airfares are valid departing AKL/CHC/WLG. Subject to availability of airline and booking class.
round on selected departures in suite Category E & D. Available in all other suite categories for departures in March and October to December 2015. tComplimentary beverages: Exclude French Champagne, premium spirits and selected wines. RUSSIA: Book by 31 October 2014. 1st
2014. Fly Free offer includes airfare and air taxes up to S110pp. Available for UTTBVEIS April 2015 departures only. ™ Limited complimentary beer and wine served with dinner only on Holland America Line Cruises. SOUTH AMERICA: Book by 30 September 2014. Companion Fly




RUSSIAN
WATERWAYS

Lake Kizhi Island
Onega
Mandrogi White Lake

Lake .
Svir River Volga-Baltic
Ladoga GoritsyQ Waterway
Neva River

ST PETERSBURG
:( ? RUSSIA  UdlichQyaraslayi

Volga River

Volga River

Moscow Canal

MOSCOwW

MS ANASTASIA

EUWR14

14 DAYS FROM
$8,795*

PER PERSON,
TWIN SHARE

FLY FREE*

13 night river cruise ¢ Explore up to
7 towns & cities ® Complimentary
beverages with lunch and dinner e Discover
the wooden architecture of Kizhi Island
¢ Delight in a Russian ballet performance
in Moscow e 38 meals

UNFORGETTABLE

LUXURY
CRUISING
& TOURING

MAJESTIC
ROCKIES & ALASKA
CRUISE

Glacier Bay

Sitka Juneau

ALASKA 7,
Q. CANADA

Ketchikan %
‘o" BRITISH %,

HOLLAND ( COLUMBIA %,

AMERICA
LINE

ALBERTA

BANFF
NATIONAL

~&SEATTLEQ) VANCOUVER PARK
U

UT18VEIS

18 DAYS FROM

$12,145*
PER PERSON,
TWIN SHARE

FLY FREE*

10 nights outstanding hotel accommodation
* Overnight VIA Rail journey through
the Canadian Rockies ® 7 night Holland
America Line Alaska Cruise including
complimentary beer and wine with dinner*
* 39 meals

THE BEST OF
SOUTH AMERICA

PERU
LIMA MACHU PICCHU
X0 Qg SACRED VALLEY

cusco

LN

i
BN,
R A

*e 7
LR
s

BRAZIL

RIO DE
JANEIRO

Rt
O

.

o

¥  IGUASSU FALLS:‘

o
o

Valparaisol ARGENTINA ¢

SANTIAGO " ""“@BUENOS AIRES

ALSO AVAILABLE:
ATACAMA DESERT EXTENSION

20 DAYS FROM
$13,995*

PER PERSON,
TWIN SHARE

COMPANION
FLY FREE*

19 nights luxury accommodation
e Visit iconic cities Santiago, Rio de Janeiro,
Buenos Aires & Lima e Visit breathtaking
Machu Picchu e Enjoy lunch with a family
in Peru e Iguassu Falls ¢ Andean Explorer
Rail Journey ¢ 32 meals

[_J
APT

UTI8VEIS: 22 April 2015 & 1S20: 14 February 2015. Prices include port charges. Offers are not combinable, available on new bookings only and subject to availability. Offers may be withdrawn at any time. A limited number of offers are available on set departures. Deposits are due
EUROPE: Book by 31 October 2014. st non-refundable deposit of $1,000 pp is due within 7 days. 2nd deposit of $2,000 pp is due by 31 October 2014. Fly Free offer Includes air taxes to the value of $250 pp. Valid on a selection of cruise/fours departing in 2015. Available all year
non-refundable deposit of $250 pp is due within 7 days. 2nd deposit of $2,000 pp is due by 31 October 2014. Fly Free offer includes airfares and air taxes fo the value of up to $250 pp, available when booking a Cat. F, F+, E or D on selected itineraries. CANADA: Book by 28 November
Free offer includes taxes up fo $170 pp. Available on selected 2015 departures. Flights are in economy class with LATAM Airlines, based on availability at time of booking for N Class. Australian Pacific Touring Pty Ltd ABN 44 004 684 619 Lic. No. 30112 APT463
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Q:A

COMPASS

Student organisation SADD has expanded its focus from drink-driving to
tackle all forms of dangerous driving. Chief Executive and long-time member
Anna Braidwood tells us about the change.

How did you get involved in SADD?
I first became involved with SADD
as a fourth form student at Tamatea
High School in Napier. One day

my grandfather picked me up from
school and asked what I'd done

that day to improve the world. After
laughing and scoffing, I told him I
was only 14 and there wasn't much I
could do. He said rubbish and told me
that if we're able to give back to our
community, we have a responsibility
to do so. That prompted me to write a
letter to the newspaper about a high-
profile drink-driving case, and then
perform a speech on the subject in
school. This led to me being shoulder
tapped to take on SADD at school.

I had found my cause, the thing
that sparked my desire to step up
and do something. SADD was the
vehicle that taught me that I could
have a voice and do something that
mattered and something that made
a difference in my community:.

What is SADD?

SADD is the largest and longest
running youth-led programme in
New Zealand, and the only road safety
programme of its kind in our country.
We have active programmes run by
our student membership in over 72%
of all NZ secondary schools — a figure
that's on the rise.

We aim to effectively empower
young people to create, promote and
employ strategies that encourage
their peers to adopt safer attitudes
and behaviours on our roads.

“I believe our young
people are getting
the message.”

Do you think kids are getting the
message about not driving under
the influence of alcohol?

I believe our young people are
getting the message; I believe we all
are. ['ve seen a significant change in
attitudes and behaviour, particularly
in the last decade. Public opinion has
shifted significantly and been the
cause of some necessary and long
overdue change — the introduction
of the zero tolerance law for young
drivers, and Cabinet announcing
they are committed to reducing the
adult limit, too. These are two key
policies that SADD has advocated
for throughout its history.

SADD recently made a significant
change to its credo - even changing
its name. Can you tell us about that?
Were students involved in deciding
to make that change?

Young New Zealanders aged 15-24
years make up 14% of the population,
but are involved in around 23% of all
fatal crashes and 25% of all serious
injury crashes. The teen road fatality
rate is about 1.5 times more than New
Zealand's overall rate. Road crashes
are the leading cause of death and
serious injury for this age group, a
statistic made all the more tragic by
the preventable nature of almost all
of those fatalities.

Our students were keen to cast
a wider net on road safety and do
something about the unbelievable
and unacceptable rates of loss and
harm. The name change to Students
Against Dangerous Driving reflects
that (SADD used to stand for Students
Against Driving Drunk).

Our new expanded programme
sees us tackle the top risk factors for
young drivers through the promotion
of our six principles: Sober Drivers,
Safe Speeds, No Distractions,
Avoiding Risk, Driving to the
Conditions and Building Experience.

And what about the challenges?

As a student organization that's
almost 30 years old, the biggest
challenge is remaining relevant and
maintaining the sense of ownership
amongst student membership. This is
something I think we've done really
well, by putting students at the heart
of everything we do.

I imagine the experience of being
involved in SADD could be really
inspiring for students. Have you
seen students you've worked with

in the past go on to do other great
things in their community?

I believe it is. I'm a product of that.
SADD was such a revelation for me in
my youth. It put me in the driver's seat
— excuse the pun — and taught me that
I had the power to change things.

The AA is a long-time supporter and

promoter of SADD. To learn more or get
involved, visit sadd.co.nz
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Aotearoa’s hip-hop diva Ladib will be hitting the road on a national tour in
August. Her third album, last year's defining Automatic was a triumph for the
artist, merging her love of hip-hop, soul and r&b with a delightful dash of
Motown. Her 13-date tour starts in Papakura, Auckland on August | and wraps
up on August 30 in Napier.

For the full schedule, check ladié.com

Still lite

For more than three decades, Laurence Aberhart
has been photographing World War One
memorials in New Zealand and Australia.

The resulting collection, ANZAC, is showing

at the Dunedin Public Art Gallery until the end

of August before travelling to other New Zealand
and Australian galleries.

More than 60 prints are exhibited and, like all
Aberhart's work, they have been shot with an
old-fashioned view camera using long exposures
and available light.

Laurence Aberhart

Auroa, Taranaki, 3 August 1991
Silver gelatin, selenium toned
Courtesy of the artist.
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Big thrills in
the Big Top

In August Cirque Du Soleil returns
to amaze and delight New Zealand
audiences. The super-talented
dancers, acrobats, gymnasts,
musicians and actors will perform
TOTEM, an award-winning show
that explores the myths around the
origin and evolution of our species.

Like previous shows by the travelling

troupe, TOTEM is guaranteed to
leave audiences gaping open-
mouthed, as performers master
increasingly impressive acts in a
mission to overload the senses with
the sheer, gloriously mesmerizing
spectacle of it all.

While the announcement of a
new show is exciting enough, this
production is extra special as it will

be performed in Cirque Du Soleil’s
Big Top, a custom-designed circus
tent, pitched at Auckland's Alexandra
Park. It opens on August 22 for a five-
week run.

COMPASS

AA Directions has three double passes for
the Saturday, August 30, 4:30pm performance
of TOTEM to give away. To enter, send your
name and address to Totem, AA Directions,

PO Box 5, Auckland 1140 or enter online

at aadirections.co.nz by August 15.

SHOWHOME NOW OPEN

www.orchardestate.co.nz

66 Cobham Rd, Kerikeri

ORCHARD

ESTATE

0800 946 660

aadirections.co.nz 15



NORTH SHORE -

Greenwich Gardens unsworTH HEIGHTS f KERIKERI
The Poynton makapuna Oakridge Villas kerikeri
The Orchards cLenrieo -

RED BEACH
CENTRAL AUCKLAND | | Hibiscus Coast Village reo seacH
7 Saint Vincent remuera
Hillsborough Heights Village

MOUNT ROSKILL

WEST AUCKLAND - BAY OF PLENTY
Pinesong mimirana f f The Avenues 7auranca
Crestwood new Lynn | Bayswater mt mauncanui
Powley sLockHouse Bay Greenwood Park mauranca
Waitakere Gardens Henperson Somervale mt mauncanur
Papamoa Beach Village raramoa

EAST AUCKLAND

Highlands HiGHLAND PARK
Pakuranga Village rakuranca _ HAMILTON
Dannemora Gardens soTany bowns

Forest Lake Gardens 7e rara

SOUTH AUCKLAND —
Longford Park Village rakanini ) LOWER NORTH ISLAND
— f Palmerston North Village
PALMERSTON NORTH
— Wairarapa Village masterron

KAPITI COAST |
Coastal Villas rarararaumu
Kapiti Village parararaumu

25 unique villages,

all with superb locations”

Metlifecare offers exceptional retirement living in 25 villages around the North Island.
Each one unique and reflecting the local communities they call home, while striving to
provide the very finest independent retirement living, as well as extra assistance for
those who need day-to-day support.

To find out how you can enjoy a wonderful new lifestyle amongst a friendly village
community, simply request a FREE information pack for the village near you.

REQUEST AN INFORMATION PACK
THERESNO Call 0800 909 303

or go to www.metlifecare.co.nz/info-pack

RHM6936



Older New Zealanders who own their homes
are more likely to be able to make ends meset,
according to the Commission for Financial
Literacy and Retirement Income.

Dr Malcolm Menzies, who heads up the
research team at the Commission, says many
Kiwis aged 65 and over depend entirely or largely
on New Zealand Superannuation (NZS) for their
income and those who still have significant
housing costs to meet in retirement often struggle
financially. Around 82% of New Zealanders aged
65+ own their own homes, most of them mortgage-
free, and they can live more comfortably on NZS.

For those who fall into the ‘asset rich and cash
poor’ category — of owning a home, but relying
significantly on NZS for income — Dr Menzies
identifies various options. They could continue to
work, or take on a part-time job. They could trade
down to a smaller home or to one in a lower-
priced location, although this is not as easy as
it sounds and it is often better to age in familiar
surroundings. An option might be that they
borrow money from family on the understanding
that the estate will sort out the debt. Home equity
loans are available and equity can be freed up
by moving to a retirement village, but both of
these options have limitations and risks, and the
Commission says people must get independent
legal and financial advice before proceeding.

Heartland Bank, the largest provider of such
loans in New Zealand, with over 75% of the
market share, launched its home equity loan
product in April.

Vaughan Underwood, of Heartland Bank,
describes it as a mortgage without having to make
regular repayments. “And, importantly, lenders
never owe more than their home is worth.”

He says the option to capitalize on the family
home is more acceptable now, as lifestyles change
and expectations of the next generation have
changed. People live longer and enjoy healthier
lives and tend to be more determined to be
independent and self-reliant.

Mr Underwood agrees that anyone considering
taking a home equity loan should seek
professional advice and customers are also
encouraged to discuss their options with their
families. “That’s sometimes where an alternative
solution comes from, too — within the family. It can
be quite a catalyst for a conversation that families
ought to have.”

COMPASS

A lecherous nobleman travels through
Europe, seducing and discarding
every woman he meets. But when he
commits murder, he awakens a dark
force bent on revenge.

This is the story of Mozart's Don
Giovanni, which NZ Opera will
present to New Zealand audiences
this spring. The show runs September
18 — 28 at Auckland’'s ASB Theatre
and October 11 - 18 at Wellington's
St James Theatre.

For more information and tickets,
visit nzopera.com

AA Directions has two tickets to Don Giovanni

in both Auckland and Wellington to give away.

To enter, send your name, address and phone number
to Don Giovanni, AA Directions, P.O Box 5, Auckland 1140,
or enter online at aadirections.co.nz by August 15.

aadirections.co.nz 17
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GRAND LADY SINGS AGAIN

Christchurch'’s Isaac Theatre Royal is

to reopen in November. The historic
theatre, atfectionately known as ‘the
Grand Old Lady’, was damaged in
the 2010/2011 earthquakes and has
been closed since. Restoring the
106-year-old theatre to her former

glory has taken nearly four years

and cost $40 million, a project Chief

Executive Neil Cox describes as "a

massive project of love and beliet"”.
The building is protected as a

Grade-A heritage building and

is the only surviving Edwardian

theatre left in the country. Its 2014
reopening season will include
performances from the Royal New
Zealand Ballet, the Christchurch
Symphony Orchestra, the Russian
National Dance company and the
Southern Ballet.

LET'S KORERO

This year's Te Wiki o Te Reo Maori

— Maori Language Week — is just

around the corner, and marks the

start of an ongoing initiative to help

New Zealanders build on their te reo.
"Te Kupu o te Wiki', or "The Word

of the Week' will introduce one new

Maori word to the nation every

week, and schools, communities and

le mattress?

‘Slumbertop’s

Space Age organizations will be encouraged to
memory foam help spread it.
mattresses and “Vocabulary is a building block
mattress toppers of language,” says Glenis Philip-

have helped thousands Barbara, Chief Executive of Te

Taura Whiri i te Reo Maori. “In 2014,
we'll be adding Maori words to the
national vocabulary, introducing
new and interesting words that we
can all use.”

The first word will be ‘apopd’, which
means tomorrow.

To get a head start on the rest, visit korero.maori.nz
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PHOTOGRAPHY: AMOS CHAPPLE

Winning image

Amos Chapple won the Best Travel Image
with People in this year's Cathay Pacific
Travel Media awards with this photo he
describes as ‘local man lost in thought as
cable car docks in Chiatura, Georgia'.

It was originally published in The Atlantic,
in a story about Stalin's rope roads.

The overall Cathay Pacific Travel
Photographer of the Year award was
picked up by Nelson's Joshua Donnelly;
Mike White, from Wellington, won the
Travel Writer of the Year award.

The annual awards, organized
by Travcom (New Zealand Travel
Communicators) supports and celebrates
quality travel writing and photography.

See travcom.org.nz for all the category winners' stories
and photographs.

Considering

R'S GUIDE T

o H.EARIN_G AIDS

Hearing
Aids?

I Call 0800 45 45 42 or visit
e 4. www.tritonhearing.co.nz
T CHRRES vy mevoy for your FREE copy

TRITON

HEARING
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ENJOY FREE SHIPPING
AND 21 DAY RISK FREE
TRIALWHEN YOUBUY
DIRECTLY FROM BOSE®

-
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For better TV sound, just listen. 1550

BOSE® SOLO TV SOUND SYSTEM TV not included.
Every TV show you watch has a world of you never noticed before. Subtle sound I

sound within, but you may not be hearing effects. The crisp, clear vocal that steals the

it. That's because most flat-panel TVs have  spotlight in your favourite talent show. Purchase directly from Bose or froma

speakers that simply cannot reproduce the ! . Bose store* and take 21 days to audition

depth and detail of all that sound, so it o ﬁrst N §olut|on et yourTV. your favourite TV shows through the

remains trapped inside. Pr_oprletary d|g|tal_5|gnal processing allows Solo TV system. If at the end of the 2
this speaker to deliver more of the day trial period you feel that the system

To solve that problem, we developed the dialogue, music and sound effects you've is not right for you, simply return the

Solo TV sound system. It reveals so much been missing — clearly and naturally. product for a full refund.

more of the sound you're meant to hear So you won't have to turn up the volume

that watching TV can feel like an entirely to hear it all. And Bose speaker array The Bose Solo TV system is also available

different experience. technology reproduces sound that's wider to buy from authorised Bose resellers.

No matter how many times you've watched than the screen, all from a speaker that fits =T3RS T 1 (el Vo0 a0 s o

your favourite shows, you can hear details neatly under your TV

TO ORDER DIRECTLY FROM BOSE *BUY FROM THE BOSE STORE BUY FROM A BOSE RESELLER

Call FREE on 0800 854 117 The Bose Store Auckland For your nearest authorised Bose
quoting code BO134 or visit Corner of Kent & Crowhurst Streets, reseller visit reseller.bose.co.nz
WWW.bOSE.CO.nZ Newmarket - Phone: 09 520 2105 The 21 day risk-free trial and free shipping is not available

when purchasing from authorised Bose resellers.

© Bose Corporation 2014. All rights reserved. *21 day risk-free trial refers to purchases made by phoning 0800 854117, viawww.bose.co.nz or from a Bose store. F
2l day risk-free trial are not available when purchasing from other authorised Bose resellers. The Solo TV sound system is designed for TVs with bases that are
no wider than 20" and no deeper than 10.25". Most TVs 32" and smaller meet these requirements. Delivery is subject to product availability. Better sound through research®



PHOTOGRAPHY: MARK SMITH

BLOOMING
LOVELY

Afield of blood-red
poppies is blossoming
from crochet hooks
and knitting needles
throughout the land

THEY ARE BEING crafted to
commemorate the centenary of New
Zealand's involvement in the First
World War. The 5000 Poppies Project
started in Australia and was brought
to New Zealand by Auckland teacher
Lisa Wallace, who wanted to do
something creative and memorable
for the 100" anniversary of the ANZAC
Gallipoli landing. Initially intending to
add to the Australion project, she then
figured since ANZAC is equally about
New Zealand, we should have our
own display. The Australians agreed,
and early last year her details were
added to their website.

At first it was slow going. Only a
tew poppies found their way to her

Sight Unseen

About 68,000 New Zealanders over
the age of 40 suffer from glaucoma —

and at least half of them don't know it.

The disease causes damage to
the eye's optic nerve and, if left
untreated, gets worse over time.

It's especially dangerous for drivers
because when missing parts of the
visual field for each eye overlap,
the brain constructs an inaccurate
picture. This can mean that
unexpected events — such as

a pedestrian crossing the road

— are missed.

Blindness from glaucoma is
preventable if the disease is
detected early on but, unfortunately,
the signs of its development
are easy to miss.

and Lisa began to wonder if she'd
be making them all herself — but the
Wellington Business Association got
involved, Lisa started a facebook page
and the project took off. “Craft groups
and retirement homes also got on
board sending lots of poppies, knitted
and crocheted. ['ve also got paper
poppies school children have made.”
Lisa says as the project goes on, it
gathers more meaning. "People are

"There is no cure — once sight is
lost, you can't get it back. That's why
it's so important to pick it up early, so
treatment can stop its progression,”
says Professor Helen Danesh-Meyer,
Chair of Glaucoma New Zealand.

Glaucoma New Zealand
recommends getting an eye
examination for glaucoma every
five years from the age of 45 and
every three years from the age of 60.
However, an eye examination should
be taken if changes in eyesight are
noticed at any age.

Professor Danesh-Mevyer says 98%
of those who treat their glaucoma
will not go blind.

"That could mean putting in the eye
drops every day for the rest of their

COMPASS

sending in poppies dedicated to family
members and they're writing about
what the poppy means to them.”

The deadline for the project is
January, in time for a display to be
prepared for ANZAC Day, 2015.

Interested poppy makers can find patterns
and details on contributing at 5000poppies.
wordpress.com/poppy-patterns

YVONNE VAN DONGEN

lives. But it's a simple thing to save
precious sight,” she said.

July is Glaucoma Awareness
month, and, throughout the month,
ASB and participating optometrists,
ophthalmologists and pharmacies
around the country are supporting
Glaucoma New Zealand with
donation boxes.

AA Members can receive a free eye

examination, which includes a test for
glaucoma, every two years at Specsavers.

AA
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TONGA

XXX THE TRUE SOUTH PACIFIC XXX

www.tongaholiday.com
www.facebook.com/tonga

Tonga offers the true Pacific playground.

For a couples escape or family break, it’s a fun destination
with activities to fill every day. Kayak to untouched islands,
swim with whales and experience the friendly islands culture
at a traditional Tongan Feast. The Kingdom of Tonga looks
forward to welcoming you.



FEATURE

On a road trlp |fs easy t@ motor V’rght pas_ Jma-
of New Zealandsbidden gems andée\c“et spo 7
Zow We've complled a list of détours to l\nsplre '

makmg the journey: ltself Ei part of you? next destination.

SRAPHY: STEPHEN TILLEY

N

aadirections.co.nz 23




L 1] Zealong Tea Estate, Hamilton, Waikato

Amidst the rolling Waikato landscape is Zealong Tea Estate, a 40ha plantation
with a visitor centre and café serving lunches and afternoon teas with, of course,
great tea. Tours of the plantation, revealing how tea is grown and made, also
give insight into the history and culture of tea.

[ 2 ] Tokatoka teak, Wairoa liver, haipara

Tokatoka Peak pokes its head up from the horizon from many vantage points
along State Highway 12. It's hard to miss and very tempting to climb — which

is relatively easy until a steep, short section at the very top. It takes about

20 minutes. You'll be rewarded with views of the northern Wairoa River, which
locals call 'The Big Muddy'. Take Tokatoka Rd north of Ruawai, near Dargaville,
and look for the ‘scenic reserve’ sign.

{3 ] Lake Crassmere Salt Works, blenheim, Marlborough

Stumble across Lake Grassmere in the height of summer and you'll see what
looks like mountains of snow sparkling against brown hills. Stranger still is the
grid of ponds beside them, which blush from purple to a deep shade of pink
in the summer months. The culprit is salt. Lake Grassmere produces about half
the country’s supply, formed by warm winds which blow in across the shallow
water. The pink colour of the pools comes from the same algae that inhabit
the Red Sea and tiny pink brine shrimp, which we know as ‘sea monkeys'.

Lake Grassmere must be one of New Zealand’s most bizarre landscapes.

L 4] Second Thoughts (ollectables, Te Aroha

Second Thoughts Collectables is run by a bloke named Pete who has a

special interest in vinyl LP records from the ‘60s, ‘70s and ‘80s, and a wealth of
knowledge about the Kiwi music scene from that era. The second-hand vinyl
sold here is almost all in excellent condition and priced honestly, according to
condition. And it's all good stuff. As well as the quality vinyl, you'll also find a ton
of pop culture literature and mid-century curios in stock so, if that's what you're
into, it's worth a visit.
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[ 5] 5t Mary’s (hurch,
Tikitiki, tast (ape

While you should watch the road
on the sharp corner at Tikitiki, East
Cape, don't drive past St Mary's
on the hill overlooking the hairpin
bend. The carved archway over the
gate is a clue to the riches hidden
inside this outwardly unremarkable
wooden church. Built in 1924, it's
both a memorial to local Ngati
Porou lost in World War | and a

celebration of Maori decorative arts.

From the windows to the ceiling
to the baptismal font, it's a riot of
carving and weaving, thanks to an
initiative by Sir Apirana Ngata,
who's memorialized by the marble
obelisk outside.

PHOTOGRAPHY: TREFOR WARD / PAMELA WADE
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FEATURE

L7 ] Tunnel beach, Otago

Geological upheavals and restless seas have shaped the
bays and inlets of the Otago coastline. At Tunnel Beach,
20km south of Dunedin, you'll see the workings of both
man and nature.

John Cargill, a man of substance, felt the need to hide
the recreational activities of his daughters from Dunedin’s
common folk. In the 1870s, he commissioned the tunnelling
of a hole to a secluded beach so his daughters could picnic
there, safe from prying eyes.

Today, you too can descend through Cargill's tunnel and
L 6 ] Tawhiti Museum, Hawera, Taranaki enjoy this enchanting beach.

Beware: if you like history or models or jokes, this place
eats time. In an old cheese factory, Nigel Ogle has created
a treasure house of intricate dioramas and life-size scenes
from Taranaki life, dating from pre-European days. Input
from Weta Workshop, plus Nigel's art teacher skill and
obsessive attention to detail make this place a delight.
The dramatic Whalers and Traders boat ride through an
animated scene from 180 years ago is the nearest thing

to Disneyland you'll find in New Zealand. The passion,
artistry and humour on display here had John Key gasping,
“I'm blown away!” You will be, too.

[ 8 ] Windows Walk, harangahake Corge, bay of Flenty

A few strides into the Woodstock Gold Company’s tramway tunnel and you'll
be engulfed in ink-black darkness. Further along, daylight unexpectedly enters
through an open ‘window’ 35 metres above the Waitawheta River, exposing
spectacular views of Mt Karangahake's sheer vertical rock face on the opposite
side of the narrow canyon. The apertures were made by the miners to empty
overburden into the river below.

From this perch you can watch tiny figures wandering along another tramway
track, literally carved into the granite, before crossing a swing bridge over the
river. These tunnels were hewn in the 1890s using back-breaking manual labour,
an astonishing engineering feat even in this day and age.

In contrast to all the effort that went into creating it, the ‘windows walk’ can
be done in a leisurely hour. Just don't forget fresh batteries for your torch.

L 9] Te Hapua, farengarenga
Harbour, Northland

Te Hapua is New Zealand's northern-
most village. Its sand dunes are

so white and fine it's like walking
through icing sugar, and most of New
Zealand's godwits gather here, in late
March, to feast, before they fly to
Siberia. The Ratana Church is in the
heart of Te Hapua.
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1 10 ] Castle Hill, (anterbury

You don't have to take our word that a detour to Castle Hill
is worth your time: in 2002 the Dalai Lama declared it the
Spiritual Centre of the Universe. It's hard to quibble with
an endorsement like that. Taking its name from the
behemoth limestone boulders that resemble the long
crumbled ruins of an imposing castle, the hill is a favourite
with rock climbers who boulder up and over the stones.
Fans of the Narnia films like to visit the location of one of
the climactic battle scenes.

[ 15 ] Stonehenge Notearoa,
(arterton, Wairarapa

This modern spin on England’s
mysterious prehistoric monument
has been specifically adapted for
the Pacific and calibrated to chart
our celestial movements. Itis a
fully functional, albeit old-school,
observatory. Open 10am-4pm
Wed to Sun; guided tours are on
weekends and public holidays.

L 1] Shalfoon & frandis
Museum, bay of Flenty

There's a wealth of paraphernalia in
this fine heritage store — at 12 Church
Street, Opotiki. Cross-cut saw blades,
pit saw handles, hand-forged bridge
spikes and kerosene wick lamps
jostle for space alongside biscuit tins,
glass lolly jars, liquorice straps and
hand-cranked telephones. George
Shalfoon was manning the vast kauri
slab counters and ringing up the
antique cash register until he retired
in 2001, at the age of 83. Now it's a
fascinating, nostalgia-rich museum.
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L 15 ] (harming (reek Walkway, Buller, West (oast
Charming Creek Walkway is an easy-going, intriguing and entertaining 10.5km
hike that follows a historic tramway through the lower Ngakawau Gorge and
the Charming Creek Valley.

Fascinating remnants of the industry which played king to the region in the
late 19th and early 20th centuries, punctuate the walk. You'll pass an abandoned
mine, tunnels and spectacular waterfalls. Children will enjoy stopping to dig

[ 11 ] brook Waimarama Sanctuary,

Waimarama, Nelson

Just five kilometres from Nelson's CBD, the Brook
Waimarama Sanctuary is an ambitious project to create a
fully-fenced, 700ha area of native bush (to be the second
largest pest-free fenced sanctuary in New Zealand) for the
re-introduction of natives like kiwi, tuatara and kakapo.
Inside the centre is a giant 3D map, with irresistible buttons
to push. Correlating lights show parts of the proposed
sanctuary. There are also exhibits of the native birds the
area proposes to provide a haven for — with more tempting
buttons to push to hear the sound of their call.

L 12 ] Jerusalem, Whanganui kiver, Whanganui
Maoritanga and Catholicism intertwine at Jerusalem
(Hiruharama) on the banks of the Whanganui River.

For over a century the site has been a base for the Sisters
of Compassion, who built a convent, orphanage and school
for the local Maori community in 1892. They were joined
by throngs of hippies in the five years following 1969,
when poet James K Baxter led his commune there.

A windy, one and a half hours’ drive from Whanganui,
Jerusalem is not exactly a quick detour, but it's worth it
to spend a night in the open dormitory of St Joseph’s
Convent. For details go to compassion.org.nz

ST =

out lumps of coal along the path, making it a great walk for families.

PHOTOGRAPHY: JOHN O'MALLEY / TIM CUFF
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L 16 ] Wingspan National

bird of frey (entre, kotorua
Having a falcon perched on a leather
gloved hand is quite an experience.
Wingspan is the National Birds

of Prey Centre devoted to the
preservation of native raptors. There
are a number of rescued birds on
display indoors, and daily outdoor
free-flying demonstrations of the
New Zealand Falcon. This is a rare
opportunity to see these magnificent
birds at close quarters.

L 17 ] (ollectamania,

Ohaupo, Waikato

Ohaupo Antiques has gorgeous

Art Deco light shades, antique
glassware, vintage dolls and early
advertising. There is automobilia and
brewery-ana for men’s sheds, and
Victorian kitchen-alia for heritage
cuisine queens. Jane Daly, owner,
truly knows quality collectables.

The store is laid out spaciously in
group categories and feels more like
a collecting great-aunt’s large lounge
than an antique shop. Jane's favourite
area is Victorian sewing tools, with
its toy sewing machines, porcupine

pincushions, silver measuring tapes,
hem clamps and button hooks.

i

,””f

[ 18 ] Te kewa kewa bridge, New Flymouth
Te Rewa Rewa Bridge over Waiwhakaiho River opened in 2010, and connects
New Plymouth to Bell Block on a coastal walk and cycleway. The designer
wanted it to have dignity and harmony and to touch the landscape lightly;
he achieved this with intriguing and artful engineering.

The bridge is aligned with sacred Mount Taranaki; look down the barrel
from the north end and it frames the mountain’s perfect cone.

[ 19 ] Ruapekepeka fa, Towai, Northland
The site of the last battle in the north in 1845-46 is also special because of
the cunning defence system built by chief Te Ruki Kawiti — much of which you
can see hints of in the landscape. One of Kawiti's cannons remains and the
earthen defences of the advanced British position are also still visible.
Ruapekapeka Historic Reserve is between Whangarei and Kawakawa —
download a site guide from ruapekapeka.co.nz or pick up a copy at the car
park before walking 15 minutes to the pa.
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[ 20 ] fLvis Fresley Memorial kecord koom, Hawera, Taranaki

Out the back of a house in Hawera is a two-room garage crammed tight

with Elvis Presley memorabilia. It's a private tribute, exhibiting an impressive
collection of Elvis recordings, books, art and souvenirs, including concert tickets,
Elvis-inspired crockery, jewellery, ties, musical instruments, key rings, clocks and
replica clothing. Fans of The King can also meet the King of the Fans: Kevin
Wasley — surely New Zealand's most ardent rock 'n’ roller. Hawera i-Site can

help make an appointment to visit; entry is by donation.

22 ] Kahutara Taxidermy Museum,

hahutara, Wairarapa

‘Tararua Ted’, as John McCosh is affectionately known, is
recognized as one of New Zealand's leading practitioners
of taxidermy. He houses the results of his pastime in a
rustic log cabin which you are welcome to visit. On display
in his gallery are many local birds, insects and animals, but
the real stars are the more exotic beasts — including a lion,
a tiger and an alligator. Open by appointment only.

[ 25 ] Dargaville Museum, Kaipara

Dargaville Museum has an eclectic collection of curios

and artefacts showcasing our earliest maritime adventures,
charting the area’s kauri gum rush and even laying down

a wonderful working model train set. A highlight is the
collection, in its music room, of over 90 accordions. The
exhibit features a figurine collection, early sheet music, rare
recordings and — the gem — an accordion made of kauri.

L 24] Tolaga Bay Wharf, fast (ape

We may not be able to walk on water, but a stroll out to
sea along the longest wharf in the Southern hemisphere
might be the next best thing. The 660m trek to the end of
Tolaga Bay Wharf takes about half an hour. It's not unusual
to have the wharf to yourself.
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[ 21 ] Kuriheka, Otago

In the 1880s, Colonel Joseph Cowie
Nichols built a stately home on a
large sheep station 20 minutes drive
south of Oamaru.

Today the 27-room mansion is
out of bounds, but a drive through
the grounds of Kuriheka provides
an interesting diversion.

An inveterate collector of things
military, Colonel Nichols liked
field guns, which he positioned
strategically around the grounds.
The estate’s outbuildings are of a
quality rarely seen in New Zealand
and include huge stables built in
the German Gothic style.

N g e

[ 25 ] Waikari Rock Art, (anterbury

The South Island climate made life difficult for early
southern Maori; they spent much of their time in survival
mode, hunting and fishing. Yet these people were inspired
to express themselves in artistic form, evidence of which
can be found on the smooth underbelly of limestone

outcrops. Take the trail, over paddocks, from Waikari town.

L 26 ] Viands bakery, hihikihi, Waikato

Viands Bakery is famous for its pies. It's twice winner of the
New Zealand Supreme Pie competition, and with 4,500

entries from 444 bakeries these are wins worth celebrating.

It has a large selection, including seafood and vegetarian.
The cold fruit pies are fabulous, too.

PHOTOGRAPHY: ROB TUCKER / STEUART LAING
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{ 27 ] Aotiques @ Tirau,
lirau, Waikato

You'll have seen the corrugated iron
sheep on the way into town? Head
across the road to Antiques@Tirau
for the real treasure in this town.
There's a room dedicated to art
deco, art nouveau and Victorian
light fittings, royal memorabilia, a
collection of box cameras, crystal
glasses, vintage children’s toys —
including a miniature Singer sewing
machine — and jewellery dating
from as far back as the 1880s.

L 28 ] (hronicle blass,

Whanganui

We watched a glassblower at work

over the furnaces — molten glass, a 1 29 ] Honeycomb (ave, Oparara basin, West (oast

blowpipe, a blob rolled on cold steel, Most people have heard of the glorious Kahurangi National Park, home of the

a puffed-cheeked blow and then the Heaphy Track. Not so many have heard of a stunning cave system at Oparara,

blob becomes a glass bubble and north of Karamea called Honeycomb Hill Cave.

the basis of a bowl. Magic! It boasts the largest and most varied collection of sub-fossil bird bones ever
Chronicle Glass has plenty of glass- found in New Zealand, with more than 50 bird species, many extinct, including

blowing action; with 40 glass artists moa and the giant Haast's eagles.

in the area, the two kilns are usually The only way to access these limestone caves is with a guided eco-tour —

fired up. It's also a great place to a stunning three-hour walk through giant kahikatea, ancient beech trees, and

invest in fine glass art. a multitude of ferns, mosses and lichens.

[ 51 ] fastern Southland Art Callery, Core

In an attractive old brick building in Gore, you'll find some
top art. In uncluttered displays are indigenous arts and
crafts from Australia and West Africa, significant works by
Rita Angus and Theo Schoon, and changing contemporary
exhibitions from around the world. But, perhaps most
unexpected is the Ralph Hotere gallery of more than

60 graphic works and paintings, most donated by the
artist himself.

5"

1 50 ] teptile Fark, Warkworth, kodney

How often do you get to see a tuatara, a family of
chameleons or, if you look closely and with patience,
13 different types of New Zealand lizards? There are
also 16 turtle and tortoise species, alligators and exotic
Malaysian lizards — which closely resemble dragons —
and New Zealand’s only reptile park, on the road
between Whangateau and Leigh, north of Auckland.
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L 521 Te Waimate Mission, Waimate North, Northland

This Heritage New Zealand property in Waimate North (20 minutes drive from
Kerikeri, on Te Ahu Ahu Rd) was built in 1832 by Anglican missionaries on
New Zealand's first farm, set up to introduce Maori to European agricultural
methods. Wandering through the rooms of the beautiful Georgian house,
furnished with missionary period furniture and tools, is a calming experience
— such is the serenity of the place. The grounds are lovely, too, and perfect for
picnics — ideally with wicker baskets, cushions and home-made lemonade.

L 39 ] NKerosene (reek, hotorua

Rotorua’s formerly best-kept secret, set in native bush and complete with

its own little waterfall, is a beauty of a spot for soaking in thermal water and
stunning scenery. It's a natural spring, so don't put your head underwater.
And it's a bit tricky to find. Look for Old Waiotapu Rd, between Rotorua and
Taupo on SH5; drive two kilometres on that unsealed road to a car park then
walk 200 metres along the stream.

{351 Driving (reek, (oromandel

Driving Creek near Coromandel township is one of those something-for-
everyone experiences, combining engineering, art and ecology in a beautiful
native bush setting. Craftsman Barry Brickell has built a narrow gauge mountain
railway for a tourist train to wind up to a mountain-top terminus called the
Eyefull Tower. Yes, the views are grand. And, back at home base, after the
one-hour return trip, visitors can visit the pottery, where stoneware and clay
sculptures are made and sold.
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155 ] Haddad Menswear,
Otorohanga

Not much has changed since
brothers Karam and John Haddad
opened Haddad Menswear in 1965.
The brothers still hang measuring
tapes around their necks and
regularly wrap them around a
manly girth or across a set of rural
shoulders. Haddad work gear and
outdoor clothing must fit well;

a real man must be comfortable.

1361 (urling, Naseby

This is the only indoor curling rink in
the Southern hemisphere; it has four
46m long ‘sheets’ where up to eight
people can play this combination of
bowls, chess and billiards. Though
the polished granite stones weigh
20kg, it's all about sliding them
towards the target ring, so even
children and people in wheelchairs
can play, using sticks; strategy is
more important than strength.
Special shoe covers keep you on your
feet and, if you're escaping

from a blistering Central Otago day,
there are warm clothes for hire, too.

PHOTOGRAPHY: HAYLEY BARNETT / LIZ LIGHT / PAMELA WADE / PETER JAMES QUINN
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L 57 ] Morere Hot Springs,
Nuhaka, Hawke’s bay
Morere Springs Scenic Reserve,

south of Gisborne, has stands of
nikau palms interspersed with ferns,
lichens, orchids and epiphytes that
give it a ‘goblin forest’ ambience.
The grounds are well set up for
picnics; visitors can also take bush
walks before or after soaking in a
thermal pool. Three bush tracks climb
up through the rainforest and, by
prior arrangement with the office, you
can take a trek and then go directly
to the enchanting Nikau Pools,
nestled amongst towering palms.

140 ] Te Hikoi Southern Journey, kiverton, Southland

FEATURE

[ 38 ] Wine Tastes Queenstown, (entral Queenstown

A sip from a $1000 bottle of wine is sweet indeed and not reserved for society’s
elite. Visitors to Wine Tastes at 14 Beach Street in Queenstown can drink like

a king or queen at the push of a button and — for the fancier drops — not much
more than a tenner.

More than 80 wines from throughout New Zealand can be sampled here, with
the average taste priced between $2 and $4. If those numbers don't lure you in,
the glowing pendant lamps and button armchairs draped with faux furs will.

Sommeliers set you up with a glass and a card that tracks which wines you're
tasting. After that, you're left to sample at your own pace, interrupted only by
the arrival of cheese, bread, dukkah and Sicilian olives.

[ 39 ] hororareka Oyster farm,
kussell, bay of Islands

A mint green shed is home to
Kororareka Oyster Farm.

Owner Alex Clifford has been an
oyster farmer most of his life and
keeps the oyster shop open all year
round. On Fridays he also smokes
mullet and sells fresh flounder, as
well as oysters in pots, half shells or
in full shells. He's happy to chat, as
you sit on the front deck looking out
over Orongo Bay eating the juiciest,
creamiest oysters in town.

This museum is all about telling stories, and as the second oldest settlement

in New Zealand after Russell, there are plenty of them. Maori, whalers, sealers,
gold miners, loggers and pioneers — both European and Chinese — all have their
moments: in video, in interactive displays and through artefacts. The standard
of presentation is so classy and professional that it's easy to become absorbed
in the tale of sealer Jacky Price and his wife Hineawhitia, as you sit in the sailing
ship theatre; or the intricacies of mutton-birding; or the profile of young James
Caddell, the country’s first ‘Pakeha Maori'.

L9 ] (romwell’s Heritage
Quarter, (romwell,

(entral Otago

When the rising waters of Lake
Dunstan began lapping at Cromwell’s
former main street, a group of
determined locals got together to
save what they could. Hauling schist
remains to higher ground, they
gradually created a charming
historic village.

The traffic-free main street,
cobbled courtyards and stone
alleyways of the Cromwell Heritage
Precinct is still run by volunteers,

25 years on.

Historic displays in some buildings
illustrate the Central Otago gold
rush of the 1860s. Others house art
galleries, gift shops and cafés.

The little-known village is tucked
away by the lakeshore behind a
residential area.
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L 492 ] Fick Your Own Daffodils, Hadstock farm, (anterbury

Come Spring, a 20-minute drive out of Christchurch is rewarded with a sea of
golden daffodils in flower. For a fee of $10, you can pick them by the bucket
load - enough, surely, to cheer the saddest souls on the dreariest of days.

F"l B
«'f

L4991 Lost Cypsy Callery, Fapatowai, (atlins

In an old house bus, Blair Somerville crouches over his latest project,
incorporating a clock, gummi bears and his bizarre inspiration. All around him
are handmade, hands-on gadgets and gizmos waiting for a pull or a push to set
them going, sparking delighted laughter from the visitors to this unique gallery,
garden and café (the tea is especially good). Water, shells, found objects and
recycled cast-offs are combined with science, art, imagination and a sense of
fun to entertain, amuse and amaze visitors of any age. Are you brave enough
to press the mysterious button labelled ‘one of life’s temptations'?
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L1495 ] Moutere lnn,

Upper Moutere, Nelson

Next to hop farms and a scattering
of artisan craft shops sits the Moutere
Inn — a classic country pub in the
pretty little village of Upper Moutere,
near Nelson. It has two claims to
fame: one is that it's the oldest pub
in New Zealand — established by the
village's German settlers in 1850 —
and the other is its beer list. As well
as the obligatory crate bottles of

Tui, the pub boasts a list of ales and
lagers to rival Wellington's craft beer
spots, making it a mecca for beer
geeks and a great place to sample
the locally-grown hop varieties.

Plus, the inn has several rooms
upstairs — so there's no need to

drive anywhere afterwards.

L 451 frog Rock, (anterbury
About 70km north of Christchurch,
on the road to Hanmer, a giant
amphibian-like rock sits next to the
road. Travellers can stop nearby and
take the 100m walk up onto the
frog's back.

1496 ] Otatara fa,

Taradale, Hawke’'s bay

Wooden palisades, carved pou
(memorial posts) and a carved gate
greet visitors to Otatara Pa. On an
hour-long walk you'll see the remains
of terraces, dwelling sites and food
storage pits — and will, undoubtedly,
sense the deep cultural significance
of the site: it is one of New Zealand's
largest pa sites and also one of the
oldest. Plus, there are great views
from the top - to Napier, across to
Cape Kidnappers and, on a good
day, even to Mt Ruapehu.

PHOTOGRAPHY: ISTOCK PHOTOGRAPHY.COM / STEUART LAING / PAMELA WADE
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{497 ] Ohau Waterfall,
haikoura, (anterbury

Nestled in the bush 27km out of
Kaikoura, along SH1, is Ohau Waterfall
- a playground for seal pups, which
are often seen frolicking in the fall’s

pool during the winter months. one way.

1499 ] Waitakaruru Arboretum
and Sculpture fark, hamilton, Waikato
The Sculpture Park at Waitakaruru Arboretum has around
80 sculptures and installations to be discovered on nature
trails in a reclaimed, landscaped quarry. A labelling system
enables visitors to identify trees and shrubs and appreciate
a huge array of New Zealand-made art. It's also a great
place to cycle - BYO bike.

The park is about 20 minutes drive from Hamilton,
Cambridge or Morrinsville — open by appointment only,
see sculpturepark.co.nz for directions.

148 ] Te Waihou Walkway, futaruru, Hamilton

Just a short drive from Putaruru is a spectacular walk that follows Te Waihou
River. Also known as the Blue Spring, the river is crystal clear. The walkway can
be approached from either end; if you only have one vehicle, head to the car
park 3.6km along Leslie Road and walk to the Blue Spring and back, as that is the
most scenic half of the track. The entire walk takes around one and a half hours

1 50 ] lake Tutira, Hawke's bay

When travelling north of Napier on SH2, keep an eye out
for a shimmering body of water. This is Lake Tutira — set
among tranquil pastures, with camping areas, picnic sites
and idyllic bays overhung with weeping willows. Black
swans and mallard ducks drift lazily, etching triangular
wakes on the smooth surface. Tui and bellbirds sing joyful
melodies overhead. Five superb walking tracks lead to
lookouts with expansive views; and there’s also rainbow
and brown trout fishing here, six pa sites and the adjacent
Lake Waikapiro wetlands to be explored.

COMPILED AND WRITTEN BY: Alice Galletly, Jill Herron, Steuart Laing, Liz Light,
Bob Marriott, Rachael McKinnon, Karl Puschmann, Peter James Quinn, Paul Rush,
Fiona Terry, Pam Wade, Trefor Ward, Kathryn Webster, Danielle Wright.
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Are you aged 65
or over?

Do you own your
own home?

Do you want the
financial freedom and
independence to spend
your retirement how
you choose?

If this sounds like you, then
you should talk to us. A
Heartland Home Equity
Loan works by allowing you
to borrow against the equity
in your home, without having
to make repayments until you
leave or sell your property.*

Rl b ki .- i HEARTLAND
0800 867 645 BANK
www.heartland.co.nz New Zealand’s Specialist Bank

*Lending criteria, fees and charges apply. For further information please contact us on 0800 867 645.

For a brochure you can either call us on 0800 867 645, visit www.heartland.co.nz, or simply
: fillin your details below and post to us at: Heartland Bank, P.O Box 331040, Takapuna 0740.

Title . Name
Address
Phone number Post code




FEATURE

Seven generations have farmed this land.
Peter James Quinn explores its history




HE GORDON FAMILY name is synonymous
with farming on the Hawke's Bay headland of

Cape Kidnappers.

Their beginnings in the area stem from James Gillespie
Gordon, a merchant trader in India who suffered heavy
financial losses following the Indian Mutiny of 1857.
Forced to rethink his family's future, the 66-year-old
Scotsman set sail aboard his trading schooner for New
Zealand in 1861. He brought a prefabricated house of teak
timber, some handcrafted furniture and a team of mules
with him. James had already visited the country in 1859
and purchased a 5465ha parcel of land from the Crown,
known as the Kidnappers Block, for £3375.

With his sons, William and Thomas, he set about
establishing a farm, despite none of them having
experience as farmers; all they knew was gleaned from
a few books they purchased.

The first order of business was a name change for
the place and James settled upon Clifton, after his old
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school in England. The next thing to do after landing
their household cargo, hauled ashore by the mules while
James stood waist-deep in water with a pitchfork ready
to ward off potential shark attacks, was to find a supply
of drinkable water.

As it turned out, this farming venture would end up
a Herculean task for the Gordons, filled with many
difficulties over the years. The parched hillside country
with its steep, erosion-prone cliffs and ravines sorely
tested everyone who took up the challenge.

William, the elder son, never reconciled himself to
life as a provincial farmer. Depressed, he developed
a drinking problem which precipitated his early death
when he fell from his horse and drowned in a stream,
on his way home from a night out in Napier.

Thomas arrived a year after the others with his new
wife Janet, who had something of a fragile temperament.
By then a homestead with out buildings was standing,
shelter trees planted and a two-storey woolshed with



PHOTOGRAPHY: PETER JAMES QUINN

shearers quarters built. The land itself was cleared

of bracken and sowed with grass, and Merino ewes
and rams had been purchased to stock the farm.

“The first order of business was
a name change for the place...”

These were turbulent times in the young colony and
there was growing discord among Maori towards the
European settlers. On Thomas's arrival in Wellington
he received a Captain’s commission from the Governor,
George Grey, and was asked to raise a troop of cavalry
volunteers when he reached Napier, which did nothing
to alleviate his wife's nervous disposition. Things came
to a head for the family, and the province, in October
1866 when a contingent of adherents to the rebellious
Hau Hau faith arrived in the district. A group of 20 or so
warriors presented at the Clifton homestead, threatening

FEATURE

FROM FAR LEFT:

Angus Gordon works
into the night; Te Whata
Thompson busy shearing
at Haupouri; cruise ship
visitors watch shearing
demonstrations and get
to cuddle lambs.

the family, before galloping off. Thomas was called upon
to aid the colonial forces in expelling them and several
skirmishes occurred before the Hau Hau surrendered.
This was all too much for Janet Gordon who demanded
that the family, which by now included six children,
return to Scotland.
James stayed, assisted by a manager, for another
10 years. He eventually retired, leaving New Zealand
for good in 1873 to settle in North Devon. One of his
grandchildren, Frank Gordon, returned to New Zealand
in 1884 to take up the mantle — at just 18 years of age.
Seven generations of Gordons have faced the challenge
since James's pioneering efforts at Cape Kidnappers. The
current owner of Clifton, Angus Gordon, wrote a family
history in 2008 titled In the Shadow of the Cape. In it, he
states that the Gordons have “clung tenaciously to this
little corner of what, to them, will always be paradise”.
Today's Clifton is vastly different to the one James
Gillespie Gordon departed from over 140 years ago.
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For a start, cattle now graze much of the hillsides. Portions
of the original estate had to be sold off as wool prices
fluctuated over the intervening decades. During the 1980s
Labour Government reforms, farming subsidies and tariffs
were removed, forcing Angus to diversify into crops like
strawberries, legumes, peas and beans. In each case

the returns were marginal until he hit upon early season
butternut squash for the Japanese market. A few hundred
acres of this proved to be the salvation for the farm.

As with any large family dynasty, the descendants
multiply exponentially; land has been divided down
family lines. After buying out her brothers' interests in
Haupouri Station, bordering on Clifton's south-eastern
boundary, Angus's cousin Juliet and her family continue
the farming tradition, augmented by a performance
horse stud.

Boxed between those two blocks is another, larger
station sold out of the Gordon family in 1924. In 2002, the
Cape block was sold to Wall Street billionaire hedge-fund
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manager, Julian Robertson, who has incorporated
an internationally renowned golf course and luxury
lodge into a working sheep and cattle station.

“James Gillespie Gordon would be
amazed at the transformation.”

Running across 2500ha of three collective blocks is a
10.6km vermin-proof fence, stretching from Clifton across
to Ocean Beach, known as the '‘Cape Sanctuary’. Inside,
introduced predators are eradicated and protected native
species released despite traditional farming operations
continuing within the sanctuary boundary.

James Gillespie Gordon would be amazed at the
transformation of the promontory of land he first spied
from his schooner off the East Coast of Hawke's Bay,
once known to ancient Maori as Matau-a-Maui, the
tishhook of Maui.




FEATURE

CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT:

A flock of Lincoln-Merino are
mustered at Clifton Station;
hay baling in action; Angus
Gordon watches butternut
squash being irrigated;
Clifton’s clifftop boundary.
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CHECK YOUR CAR

It doesn't take long to give your car a quick safety check. Just give it a
regular TWIRL and take it to an expert if you think anything's wrong.

T

* Check the tread depth. Minimum legal depth is 1.5mm
but the more tread you have the safer you'll be.

* Check the tyre pressure.

* Look for cracks or bubbles in the sides.
* Look for sharp objects stuck in them.
W

* Check your wiper blades for wear and tear.

* Clean your mirrors and windscreen inside and out.

* Get your windscreen fixed if it's chipped or cracked.

* Check your windscreen washer fluid is full and the spray works.

| O O

* Check all your indicators work.
@101®

R

* Look for corrosion that could weaken the car's structure. OO O

L

* Check lenses are clean and clear. O
* Check your headlights, reversing lights and brake lights work.

Have your car serviced and make sure your warrant of fitness is current.

Police will be carrying out regular roadside checks to make sure cars are roadworthy.

Go to www.nzta.govt.nz/checkyourcar for more information.

TRANSPORT By /oo i
AGENCY %&é/ﬁ@@/ @E NewZealand Government

WAKA KOTAHI
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s |1 REALLY LIKE the shape; it's such.a classic. It's very
* stylish and basic. It doesn‘t need all the modern

bells dnd whistles, like cup holders or heated seats.
My father built'it 'ffd:ﬁl a really simple Graham

McRae fiberglass shell in 1996. These originally came

with a'1500 or 1600 engine; buf Dad put a Porsche

2.0 litre 914 engine in, so it just purrs along.

Dad gave it tome when I was in my early 20s. It's a
very special car. It was one of my wedding cars when'
I got married. We don't do many miles in it. We have, ! <%
a son, Thomas, and dogs and things, so it's harder to
get away. Thomas is two, so he's not driving yet, but
he loves to clamber about in it and lick the windot}vs.

When we do go away his grandparents get to
look after him. Th'ey’r_e special trips for Mummy

)

and Daddy! A, - <5

¥
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MOTORING

WoF’'S SECOND
PHASE BEGINS

The first phase of WoF (Warrant of
Fitness) changes came into effect on
January 1 2014 for light vehicles first
registered anywhere between 2004
and 2008. These vehicles had their
WOoF intervals extended to yearly
inspections upon passing a WoF.

The second phase began on
July 1 2014 for light vehicles first
registered from the January 1 2000.
Vehicles that fall within this category
will also have their WoF interval
extended to one year when passing
an inspection.

As part of this second phase, new
vehicles first registered from July 1
2014 will have an initial inspection
that’s valid for one year, then another
inspection three years from the
date of first registration. Thereatfter,
annual inspections will be required.

The changes to WoF frequency
don't apply to rental vehicles and
heavy vehicles which have WoF
instead of CoF inspections. Older
vehicles first registered before
January 1 2000 stay unchanged at
six monthly WoFs.

For motorists these changes will
save time and money but, as many
Kiwis rely on their bi-annual WoF
inspections to be notified of potential
problems to their vehicles, the AA
has created a 16-point inspection to
assist drivers.

The AA Safety Check isn't a WoF
inspection, but it covers items that
commonly result in WoF failures. The
Safety Check can be done six months
from the time of WoF renewal.

AA Members are entitled to two
free Safety Checks per year for cars
shifting from a six-monthly WoF to a
yearly inspection. The Safety Check
is also available to non-AA Members
for a small fee.

= For more information on the AA Safety
Check, visit aa.co.nz/cars/maintenance/
safety-check/
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Google has unveiled the future
of driving. Or, more accurately,
the future of not driving. This
cartoonish-looking car is the
third prototype in the tech giant'’s
futuristic self-driving car project
and carries the distinction of
being the first designed and built
entirely in-house by Google.
Previous iterations have seen
the company heavily modifying
models by Toyota and Lexus.
Underneath the cutesy
exterior, Google's engineers have
made some radical changes

to the automobile as we know

it; the most drastic being the
removal of the steering wheel
and accelerator and brake
pedals which Google says are
superfluous in autonomous cars.

Powered by an electric motor
with a (claimed) range of 160km,
Google has restricted its speed
to a cautious 40km/h.

For now, testing continues on
closed roads, but Google aims to
have 100 of their driverless cars
cruising Californian roads by
the end of the year.

Car shoppers now more protected

The Consumer Guarantees Act
(CGA) provides shoppers with
rights when purchasing goods
and services from registered
traders for personal use. The
CGA sets out guarantees which
the goods or services need to
meet when sold, as well as
remedies if these guarantees
aren't met.

Any person selling more than
six vehicles or importing more
than three within 12 months is
required by law to register as a
motor vehicle trader.

Until recently, motor vehicle
traders could easily avoid their
obligations under the CGA
by selling vehicles through an
auction house or online auction.

Now, under the latest changes
to the CGA, which came into

effect on June 17, motor vehicle
traders are no longer exempt
from their obligations under the
act, if they sell vehicles through
an auction, competitive tender
or online bidding.

Motor vehicle traders who
sell cars by any means need
to make it clear that they are a
trader, and they cannot contract
out of the CGA.

Changes to the Fair Trading
Act also require traders
selling extended warranties to
disclose a comparison of the
additional protections provided
by the extended warranty over
their rights under the CGA.
Consumers purchasing such
policies now have a five working
day cooling-off period in which
to opt out.

PHOTOGRAPHY: GOOGLE
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CALLING

MOTORING

FOR CHANGE

The AA sets out priorities for our politicians

MAKING THE ROADS better and safer for our Members has
always been a key focus for the AA.

Transport affects the lives of every New Zealander and,
in the lead-up to the September election, the AA is calling
for 15 actions that would make our transport system safer,
more effective and more affordable.

We call these 15 changes our Election Calls and we have
sent them to every Member of Parliament and each major
political party, urging the next Government to commit to
them. We are calling for:

_________________________________________

8 Speed cameras to
be more effective

9 Flashing signs

to be added to

school buses

1 O Cycling to be
made safer

1 1 Rules to be
applied to make

private car parking fair

1 Road User Charges
to be replaced with
a diesel excise tax

An extra 200km of

median barriers or
safety treatments in
high-risk locations

3 The introduction
of saliva-based
roadside drug testing

programme of the Roads of
National Significance
5 Car safety programme
information to be
a requirement at point 1 3 Investment in
of sale regional highways

1 4 Improvement
of public

transport in Auckland

6 Traffic fine revenue
to be dedicated to
road safety improvements

1 5 110 km/h limit
on our 4-star

motorways

7 Fair, consistent
and predictable

1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
: I
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
: I
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
: I
1 1
1 1
| |
: 4 A review of the :
: alcohol interlock 1 2 A continuation :
1 1
1 1
: I
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
: I
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
: I
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
: :
. speed limits :
1 1

_________________________________________

These calls have been developed from surveys of AA
Members' views as well as research into the major issues
facing our transport system. (Details on each action point
and the evidence supporting their inclusion are available
at aa.co.nz/electioncalls).

"We've done a lot of work to develop these calls, so
they represent the views of the reasonable Kiwi motorist.
Driving is the way 80% of New Zealanders get themselves
where they need to be — whether that's to work or home,
taking kids to school, going shopping or visiting their
friends and family,” says AA Motoring Affairs General
Manager, Mike Noon.

"Every day about 110,000,000km are travelled by all
the vehicles on our roads. When the transport system is
working well we hardly notice it, but when it doesn't, it is
one of the biggest frustrations people have. The changes
we are calling for will make a real difference in the
everyday lives of our 1.4 million Members and for all
New Zealanders.”

The AA will meet with all the major political
parties’ transport representatives to champion these
improvements. We will also publish the major parties’
responses at aa.co.nz/electioncalls, so AA Members can
see each party’s priorities on transport before they cast
their vote at the general election on September 20.

3| See aa.co.nz/electioncalls
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SALE AWAY

Donavan Edwards shares tips
on selling a car privately

ELLING A CAR is relatively straightforward, but
there are some simple things you can do to
maximize the resale potential of your vehicle.
Critical to a successtul sale is the ever-
important first impression. The number one
thing to do is get a bucket of soapy water, a clean rag
and get scrubbing. Once it's sparkling, grab the vacuum
and some dashboard cleaner and give the inside a solid
once-over as well. You want your car spotless.

When it's looking sharp, take some photos. Do this on
a clear day against a simple backdrop. You're after a
good selection of snaps taken from various angles which
clearly show the full exterior and interior of the vehicle.

A current WoF and valid registration tend to be
considered crucial to prospective buyers, so ensure
both are up to date.

With this prep work done, it's business time. Set your
price. To get a fair and redalistic idea of its worth, you can
either purchase a Vehicle Valuation report or you can
look online to see what similar models are going for.

Many private car sales are now conducted online,
so your next step is to advertise on websites like AA
Carfair. When writing your ad, stick to the facts. Be sure
to make mention of the vehicle's good points, but don't
intentionally — or unintentionally — misrepresent it when
describing its condition.

In your ad, list the technical specifications and all
relevant vehicle information; in particular engine size,
fuel type, speedometer reading and whether it's an auto
or manual transmission. Don't forget to list any desirable
selling points like, for example, a stereo system, leather
upholstery or any attractive aftermarket additions, such
as mag wheels.

When arranging a viewing, ensure the potential
buyer has a valid driving licence and confirm with
your vehicle insurer whether the driver will be covered
during the test drive.

It's natural that people will want to take your car for
a spin to make sure everything is hunky dory. You can
either choose to accompany them or, if you'd prefer
to stay behind, hold onto their car keys while they go.
As an added precaution, you can also keep a note of
the person'’s licence and registration details. Remember,
if you get a bad vibe — for whatever reason — you can
always refuse to allow the vehicle to be taken for a
test drive.

If they like the car, then it will be time to negotiate a
price. Consider all offers, but don't let it go for a song.
Some haggling is expected, so be prepared to drop a
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little from your asking price to complete the sale.

Beware of scams. There's always someone looking
for an easy target, so don't be caught napping. Before
handing over the keys, make sure you have the agreed
amount in cash or cleared funds in your account.

After payment, write two comprehensive receipts, one
for you and one for the buyer, and ensure both parties
sign them.

Lastly, you need to notify the NZTA about the change
of ownership. There are two forms involved: the seller
needs to complete MR13A and the buyer MR13B.
Alternatively, you can do this online on the NZTA website.

Congratulations! You have now sold your car. That
wasn't so hard, was it?

FURTHER INFORMATION
AA Carfair: aa.co.nz/cars/cars-for-sale; AA Insurance: aainsurance.co.nz

ILLUSTRATION: DARON PARTON



The Spirit of the
All Blacks Watch

Your Team. Your Time.

They venture into the world, not as rugby players but as ordinary men with
extraordinary hearts, who proudly wear the Silver Fern for each one of us.
And when the try comes, it belongs to all of New Zealand, scored with the
strength and nobility which forged our nation. Now you can pay tribute to
our greatest sporting legend with a timepiece of distinction which captures
the proud spirit of our favourite sons, the mighty All Blacks.

Available only from The Bradford Exchange, the “Spirit of the All Blacks
Watch” is a masterful design rich in the heritage of the All Blacks. The face
showcases the inspiring Silver Fern set majestically against the official
All Blacks emblem. Three chronographic sub dials provide even more
accurate timekeeping. The side is engraved with the famous All Blacks
emblem. The reverse of the case presents a stirring silhouette of our team
performing the Haka, as well as the all-important individual edition number,
indentifying your watch as part of the edition which is officially authorised
by New Zealand Rugby.

Strictly limited to 1,892 watches.
If your passion is the All Blacks,
you are urged to respond NOW.

The “Spirit of the All Blacks Watch” is exceptional value at just $275 and
it can be yours in five easy, interest-free instalments of $55, plus $19.99
postage and handling, backed by our world-famous 120-day guarantee.
To secure one of the low edition numbers valued by serious collectors,
send no money now. Just return the coupon or go online today at www.
bradford.net.nz/allblacks

Limited Edition Presentation ALL BLACKS'

OFFICIAL
LICENSED
PRODUCT

The reverse of each watch will be individually engraved _
with its personal number in the edition of 1,892, adding -
value and prestige to this already sumptuous chronograph. EXPERTLY
The watch arrives in a custom crafted presentation box,
with a matching-numbered Certificate of Authenticity. ENGRAVED

SPIRIT OF THE
ALL BLACKS
WATCH

PAY NOTHING NOW ©

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms First Name

ALL BLACKS'

Surname

EXC

Please Respond
Promptly
YES! Pleasereservethe ~ Phone: (optional)

“Spirit of the All Blacks
Watch” for me as described in

this advertisement. | understand please select@/yuur preferred reservation option:
| need pay nothing now.

Address:

Postcode:

Email: (optional)

) ) 1. LI MAIL no stamp required, to: Y
The Silver Fern Device and ALL BLACKS® G W B L '
are registered trademarks of the New Zealand Rugby Union S edond UL LIRS G L B A EL R k22
9 gby A PO Box 91901, Victoria Street West, Auckland 1142
For quickest delivery, order online: e or 2. D FAX o 0800 241 758 — 24hrs B

www.bradford.net.nz/allblacks

. . ‘ 3. L ONLINE at www.bradford.net.nz/allblacks-//i
Quoting promotion code: 22129 s b 0 o P - quoting promotion code: 22129




Plasti Dip is a multi-purpose, air
dry, specialty rubber coating.

It can be easily applied by dipping,

brushing, or spraying.
Plasti Dip protective coating is ideal for a broad

array of do-it-yourself projects around the
home, garage, garden, and elsewhere.

It protects coated items against moisture, acids,
abrasion, corrosion, and skidding, slipping, and
provides a comfortable, controlled grip.

Plasti Dip remains flexible and stretchy over

time, and will not crack or become brittle in

extreme weather conditions. It is very easily
removed or patched up.

As well as being used to colour your wheels,

mirrors, badges and whole car it has 1,000’s

of uses like model cars, crafts, circuit boards,
fishing lures, plant pots, and sports equipment.
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facebook.com/PlastiDipNZ
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Available from leading automotive and hardware retailers

APPLY TO GLASS.
DEFY THE ELEMENTS.

Apply Rain-X" Original Glass Treatment
to your windshield and watch water bead

Oranuatically
Mo

up and slide off as if by magic, giving you a
e ity clearer view of the road ahead. Photos at left
Apoiy 1o show the remarkable difference in visibility

extefion glay

one treatment can make. Visit rainx.co.nz

Origina L

Repels rain
sleetind wiow

Outsmart The Elements™

facebook.com/RainXNZ
like us on facebook ?

to be into win Rain-X

Available from leading automotive and hardware retailers.




Colour coded

Lyndsay Lockie shops for a brighter ride

EXCITED TO BE in the market for a good used
vehicle, I begin searching for one which
will not only be small, zippy and reliable,
but will also express my personality, be an
extension of me, showing a bit of style — like
my handbag or shoes. I'm tired of searching
for my car in a sea of grey and white vehicles
at the supermarket car park. I fancy myself
behind the wheel of an indigo car or

a shimmery mauve one, which would be
easier to spot. Sadly, I discover, indigo and
mauve vehicles are rare.

It is soon evident that most cars are painted
in shades of off-white, silver-grey or black.
Admittedly, there are some good deals going
in these shades, but they just don't feel right
to me.

Googling ‘car colours’, I discover a
spokesperson for PNG Automotive Coatings
who says colour is an important factor for 77%
of consumers looking to purchase a vehicle.
While people might be attracted by brighter
colours, she says, cars are a huge investment,
so most people opt for conservative choices
when actually parting with their money.
Interest in others colours is growing, however,
with 40% of participants in a survey done by
this company saying they'd like more choice.

Nancy Lockhart, Du Pont's Colour Marketing
Manager, is aware of a resurgence of green
and earthy shades, but says they are still
minor players in the car colour popularity

stakes. White has been a consistent favourite
among car colours for many years, she

says, followed closely by black, silver and
grey, with red taking fifth place. White cars
are more likely to hold their value on resale
over other colours and black is considered
luxurious, implying status.

Advances in paint technology now allow
manufacturers to create shimmery effects
and colours that ‘travel’, with subtle shade
changes according to the light and the
position of the observer.

[ finally find a pretty red Tiida that I'm
happy with. Unfortunately, there are a lot
of red cars parked at the supermarket in a
variety of makes which all look very similar
to mine.

Perhaps we'll soon become a little more
courageous with colour, and our roads and
car parks will be more colourful in future.

THE SAFEST CAR COLOUR,
ACCORDING TO THE AA

MOTORING

There are many studies with different opinions

on this subject but, generally, bright, light colours are
easier to see when driving. Colours like silver, white, yellow
are more visible than black, dark blue and dark green.
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Donavan Edwards discusses the trends shaping modern motoring

T WON'T BE long until our cars are driving themselves,
equipped with an auto-driver mode similar to the auto-
pilot found in the large, winged, cylindrical tubes that
ferry passengers high above the clouds.

Many modern vehicles are already equipped with
sophisticated equipment capable of supporting drivers
with key decision-making duties. These systems function
as if there were extra eyes on board, peering over your
shoulder to scan the road for an impending mishap,
ready to alert you or to take evasive action.

Features such as autonomous braking, automatic
activation of headlights and wipers, self-parking systems,
blind-spot monitoring, lane-departure warning and
adaptive cruise control were once regarded as luxury
items reserved solely for premium brands, but they're
becoming more common as they filter down to mainstream
car models.

But, it's not only safety features that are improving:
high-tech creature comfort gadgets are now prevalent in
today’s cars. Touch-screen displays that resemble tablet
computers come loaded with Google search. Apps can be
downloaded directly to your dashboard. Some vehicles
can be started remotely, allowing you to tailor the interior
temperature before climbing behind the wheel.

With the latest Wraith, Rolls Royce does an excellent job
of highlighting the development of technology. The luxury
car's V12 engine is mated to an eight-speed automatic
transmission that uses GPS (global positioning systems)
to recognize the landscape it's travelling on, whether
there’s an approaching corner, roundabout, straight
road or gradient coming up. The auto transmission’s
control unit uses this information to select a suitable gear,
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thereby providing the best available performance and
passenger comfort.

Mercedes-Benz also uses advances in technology to
power a sophisticated system on its S-Class. Forward-
facing stereo cameras, similar to those already found on
accident mitigation systems, monitor changes in the road
surface at a distance of up to 15 metres ahead. The system
uses this information to adjust the active suspension to best
cope with the road surface. When the vehicle approaches
a pothole or a dip in the road, the appropriate dampening
is adjusted to ensure optimum cabin comfort levels.

Jaguar Land Rover is working on a system that projects
a video image, taken from a camera mounted under the
vehicle's grille, onto a head-up display in the windscreen.
The image appears in place of the bonnet and engine,
allowing the driver to ‘see’ straight through the seemingly
transparent bonnet to the ground under and in front of
the car. This system is particularly valuable for traversing
rugged terrain, but could also be useful on-road to help
identify hidden hazards.

Meanwhile, Google is testing driverless cars. Using a
large 64-beam laser fitted on a vehicle's roof to generate
a 3D map of the surroundings to navigate, the system has
been used to clock over a million kilometres already — so it
is having some success. Google is unlikely to start building
cars beyond its own prototypes, it's likely to develop
systems for car manufacturers once it's proven that
driverless cars are better than human drivers.

The hardware necessary to build these driverless
vehicles is already fitted to some modern cars and with the
software systems readily available — and with the Google
gurus on the project — it's inevitable that autonomous cars
will feature on our roads, making commuting in rush hour
traffic more pleasurable and safer. We will need to adapt
to being mere passengers in our own vehicles, sipping on
a latte and reading the news on our tablets while our car
drives us to a preselected destination.

For those of us who actually enjoy driving, let’s hope
there's an override switch.



ILLUSTRATION: TANE WILLIAMS

Peter King examines the pros and
cons of technology changing our roads

T'S ONE THING for people to buy cars that drive
themselves in traffic jams or save the driver when
they fall asleep, but what about the roads? Couldn't
technology be used to help prevent traffic jams or
interact with intelligent cars?

The answer, of course, is 'yes' and the New Zealand
Transport Agency has started already. In each of the
country's largest cities a Traffic Operations Centre
monitors traffic to manage unusual events, speed limits
and traffic lights. Bringing controlled intersections under
the direction of those centres significantly improves road
efficiency, and is probably the most cost-effective response
to congestion available today.

But using cameras, traffic lights, and variable speed
limits and message boards is already old technology.
What is over the horizon?

In April this year, Auckland hosted the 2014 Intelligent
Transport System Asia-Pacific Forum, bringing together
speakers from around the world to discuss the prospects
for employing new technology for road management.
What became apparent is that there are still very
pronounced islands of technology which simply don't link
up. Car manufacturers compete, rather than cooperate.
They only cooperate when Governments make them as,
for example, the European Union did to set up ‘e-call’, a
cell phone based distress system which alerts a dispatcher
automatically when an airbag is deployed. However,

MOTORING

e-call only works in Europe, with cars made in the EU.
Competition means that a system for communicating
wirelessly with cars’ electronic systems is unlikely to
happen any time soon. Instead, many countries are
exploring ways of using mobile phone apps to play
this role instead. Already, in New Zealand, firms are
monitoring the Bluetooth signals from phones in passing
traffic (on foot and motorized) to gain some idea of traffic
volumes and, by matching phone electronic ID numbers,
where those devices go.

If this sounds 'big brotherish’, it sort of is — but it is
undoubtedly helpful. For example, data signals from
Tomtom GPS navigation units are used to determine the
degree of congestion on our roads and that information
is used by the Tomtom unit to recommend less congested
routes. The data can also be used for planning purposes.

A large part of the Intelligent Transport Systems
conference was devoted to toll road systems. In Australia,
around five million vehicles are fitted with the e-toll
system, which involves a USB stick-sized device being
attached behind the rearview mirror to communicate with
toll gantries, making toll payments simple. Unfortunately
this device costs $40, so it has not been universally
adopted. In New Zealand, we still rely on Automatic
Numberplate Recognition cameras, which are relatively
expensive, limiting where they can be used.

The Bahamas was struggling with one in 12 vehicles
not paying registration tax when it introduced an
electronically readable numberplate using free radio
frequency identity (RFID) stickers. Simply threatening the
introduction encouraged half those who hadn't registered
to do so. Now, only one in 100 vehicles is unregistered.

Taiwan has also introduced RFID stickers for tolls but,
potentially, also for parking. Parking, it turns out, is a
major source of traffic congestion. In Los Angeles, Xerox,
acting as a technology advisor to the Government, found
that a quarter of all the traffic was looking for a park. By
introducing variable charging and providing guidance
through navigation systems, it is theoretically possible to
speed up the process of parking and reduce congestion.

Information technology inevitably creates a tension
between privacy and service. However, a public road has
always been a public place, able to be legally monitored.
Whether it is monitored by cameras, electronic emissions
or tags, a record of a vehicle's or phone’s movements can
be created. Perhaps the real questions are what level of
monitoring happens anyway (e.g. by cell phone firms),
what level of privacy do we want, and how much benefit
do we need or want, as a trade-off? This is a debate
New Zealand needs to have.
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SHERPA GLOVES

Keep hands = Man S-T-R-E-T-C-H-A-B-L-E
FOR A PERFECT FIT

Imagine braving the cold and

not have freezing hands.
No more suffering with
numb fingers!

The new Sherpa Gloves have been designed
to withstand brutal Himalayan sub-zero
temperatures.
The luxurious
insulating
Sherpa fleece

FOI' Men lining locks in
r & Women heat — keeping

your hands warm
all day long.

Put an end to cold hands and get instant warmth from
the new Sherpa Gloves, even on the coldest of days.

WARM HANDS GUARANTEED You’ll never want to wear regular gloves ever again
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PHOTOGRAPHY: CHRIS VAN RYN

ABOVE: Peter, a
retired manager,
has found kindred
spirits in the
Auckland Harley
Owners Group.

Stayin’ Alive

Chris van Ryn meets baby boomer bikers

HE ROAD IS calling. It reaches

out towards the sunset, shaping

itself to the contours of the sea

on one side, while on the other

rises a forested hill. The sky is a
vibrant, crisp blue. I sit astride a machine
of powerful latent energy, activated by the
twist of my wrist. The wind presses against
my face, bringing the scent of sea and pine
needles and damp earth.

Leaning into and then coming out of a
curve, I feel on the cusp of adventure. This is
the wild thrill of unfettered mobility.

Like me, thousands of baby boomers
around the world have heeded the call of
the road. Men and a growing number of
women over 50 are choosing motorcycles,
with an excess of 1000cc, for commuting and
journeying. Dubbed ‘Born Again Riders’,

they are no longer consumed by work,
mortgages or family responsibilities. And
they are looking ahead to a future of more
time while mindful of a shrinking number
of summers.

They are drawn to motorbikes for varied
reasons: an attempt to recapture the energy
of their youth, to overcome a divorce, the
enjoyment of being with a group that share
a common interest, relishing a solitary
mindful experience or simply the freedom to
choose to go this way or that.

Meeting me at an Auckland waterfront
coffee shop is Peter, 64, retired general
manager for one of the Goodman Fielder
companies. He wears a leather jacket with
tassels on the arms, emblazoned with the
Harley logo, and he's an active member of
HOG (Harley Owners Group). “Ten to 30
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“Riding
hones your
thinking,
refines
your mind
and keeps
the edge.”

Harleys leave AMPS (Auckland Motorcycle
and Power Sports) every Saturday. I met my
best mate and my wife at HOG. My wife got
her first motorbike, a Harley, at 63 —a 1700cc.”

Riding motorcycles is in Peter's blood.

"My father was a dispatch rider in the war.
We used to go to town on his old Norton.
My mother was totally blind and sat on

the back, my father steered, and I stood in
between them wearing a Snoopy hat with
my hands on his shoulders.” Laughing, he
acknowledges: “I'm just an old man looking
for the boy in me".

Howard, aged 60, runs the Ulysses Club. “We
have 2,800 members throughout New Zealand.
You have to be 40 years old to join. The vast
majority of the membership is over 50.” Riding
in groups, he tells me, has the advantage of
being safer than riding on your own.

Pro Rider Training director Karel Pavich
reviewed 2,000 riders in the Pro Rider
database. She says 35% are 50 and over, 25%
are in their 40s, and 30% of them are women.
"A lot of the women want the empowerment.
It gives them a feeling of being strong and
independent.”

“I've been riding for decades,” she says,
"and there is no question that the fun, the
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freedom, the exhilaration of riding a bike
in a beautiful country on fantastic roads is
really, really hard to beat”. There is laughter
in her voice.

In his book Zen and the Art of Motorcycle
Maintenance Robert Pirsig wrote of
motorcycling as being “completely in
contact with it all. You're in the scene, not
just watching it anymore, and the sense of
presence is overwhelming”.

But, for motorcycle riders there exists
a dudlity: they ride to keep their edge, to
remain in life, especially as they get older.
Yet, with riding a motorcycle they are at
greater risk of having a serious accident. For
more than 20 years, there has been concern
about their safety.

According to the Ministry of Transport crash
statistics for the year ended 2012, motorcyclists
in the over-40 age group accounted for the
majority of motorcycle accidents. There were
32 deaths and 522 injuries. Thirty-three
percent of these accidents relate to single
vehicle accidents.

A motorcycle mechanic [ spoke to pointed
out that rear tyres in fatal accidents often had
flat spots, meaning that the rider panicked and
hit the rear brake hard. He says most of the



braking should be done with the front brakes;
rear brakes should be used only about 30%
of the time.

Karel Pavich agrees, saying that in single
vehicle accidents riders lose control of their
bike going around a corner. "They are not
aware of the hazards and don't know how to
use the brakes properly.” She believes accident
numbers could be reduced by changing the
licensing rules. “It's too easy to get your licence.
All it entails is a one-to two-hour session riding
around some cones. It should be mandatory
for everyone to undergo a training programme
prior to getting their licence.”

When older riders come to Karel for
training, their riding ability is often
substandard. “They might have ridden 30 or
40 years ago, as teenagers. They've had no
upskilling. Older riders are at greater risk
than younger riders because their reactions
are slower. Other problems are strength,
endurance, vision and orthopaedic issues.”

Motorcyclists need to fully understand
that they are harder to see and don't have
the sort of protection around them that a
car offers, she says. "They have to learn to
manage their risks — how to control their
machine, how to ride safely among other

CLOCKWISE FROM
TOP LEFT: On the road
up North; roadside
stop on a Saturday
morning; Richard in

his Ulysses patch;
preparing to hit the
road; HOG riders like to
travel in a pack; Peter,
happiest on his Harley.

road users and be aware of hazards.” Some
of her courses, designed to develop safe
riding skills, are subsidised through ACC

in a bid to reduce the cost of accidents.

Karel also believes bike shops should take
more responsibility to ensure that people
buy motorcycles suited to their needs and
that they have protective riding gear.

Howard expects to keep riding into his 80s.
In his view, New Zealand is one of the best
countries in the world for riding, especially
the South Island. "The climate is ideal,
the scenery spectacular. Some of the most
beautiful riding spots are through the passes
in the South Island.”

"When you get to my age,” says Richard,
72 and a lifelong rider, "every day is
precious”. He tells me he rides because of
the thrill he gets from it. “When I stopped
riding for a short while, I felt I was getting
old and tired. Riding hones your thinking,
refines your mind and keeps the edge.”

It's a recurring theme amongst older riders —
a desire to capture and hold on to the energy
of life, to feel the surge of excitement which
asserts, 'Yes, I am still very much alive'.

Tempered, of course, with a healthy
awareness of the risks involved.
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FUEL ECONOMY
7.4L/ 100KM

NISSAN X TRAIL

The latest X Trail is a huge departure
in styling from previous models and
now bears closer resemblance to its
competitors. Available in three specs,
the ST, ST-L and flagship TI all share
the same 2.5 litre petrol engine and
CVT transmission combination, with
no diesel option offered. From there,
Nissan jumbles the options: the entry
level ST is 2WD, the others 4WD and
while the top TI seats five, its lower-
spec siblings offer the choice between
five or seven. Pricing starts at $39,990
for the 2WD ST seven-seater and tops
out at $53,290 for the five-seat TI.

Quiet, spacious, keen pricing,
and scratch shield paintwork that
heals itself!

No diesel option and

lack of seating options in the TI.
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BMW 2 Series

KIA PRO_CEE'D GT

Kia's sporty new Pro_cee'd GT is
only its second petrol model — after
the Cerato Koup Turbo - to have
forced induction. This six-speed
manual features a lively 1.6 litre
T-GDI turbocharged powerplant
that produces 150kW/265Nm and is
capable of sprinting from 0-100km/h
in 7.7 seconds. Fuel consumption is
claimed at 7.4 1/100km. Attractively
styled and adorned in GT badges,
there are plenty of sporty touches
for the enthusiast, like Recaro seats,
alloy pedals, red trim stitching and
red brake callipers. Priced at $43,990,
there's certainly plenty of bang for
your buck.

Attractive sporty styling, with
adequate power.

Steering a little vague.

BMW 2 SERIES

BMW's nomenclature continues to
confuse — the old 1 Series Coupe
is now the 2 Series, while the
Hatchbacks remain as the | series.
The new 2 Series comes in two
guises, although only the 220i Coupe
is out now. A turbocharged 2.0 litre
inline four-cylinder 135kW/270Nm
engine delivers power to the rear
wheels via an eight-speed automatic
transmission capable of getting
to 100km/h in seven seconds flat,
with claimed fuel consumption of
6L/100km. Longer and wider than
before, the Coupe retains BMW's
sharp handling and feels solid and
sure-footed. Priced at $71,700.
A great driver's car.

Not the cheapest two

door coupe on the market.



MAZDA3

SUZUKI SX4 S-CROSS

Mazda further strengthens its
already outstanding range, with

its new Mazda3. Available as a
sedan or hatch, there's also the
choice of 2.0 litre 114kW/200Nm or
2.5 litre 138kW/250Nm powerplants,
six-speed manual or six-speed
automatic transmissions and GLX,
GSX, SP25 and SP25 LTD models.
Both engines adopt Mazda's
SKYACTIV fuel-saving technologies
and claim economy figures ranging
from 5.7L/100km to 6.5L./100km.
Loaded with up-to-the-minute safety
features, the new Mazda3 boxes well
above its weight, and is priced from
just $32,795.

Good: Well equipped and well priced.
Offers an awful lot for very little.

Not so good: Adequate, but not
startling performance.

Buying a new car?

»> Get advice from the experts. The AA
Motoring Services Team regularly test-
drive new models and makes of car. Their
detailed, impartial reports are available
on aa.co.nz in the motoring section, along
with ANCAP safety ratings.

See our New Car Prices listing

online and on p.57-59 of this issue.

EECA

Fuel economy ratings apply to
models illustrated. For ratings on all
cars reviewed, plus many others, see

The small SUV sector is raging

with success, so it's no surprise that
smaller, lighter SUV/Crossovers
continue to arrive. Suzuki previously
offered the SX4, which resembled a
scaled-up Swift, but its new SX4-
S-Cross is altogether more grown
up. It's roomier, more refined, more
purposeful looking, more fuel-
efficient and better equipped than
before. All models have a 1.6 litre
86kW/156Nm engine mated to either a
five-speed manual or CVT automatic
transmission. Priced from $27,990 for
the entry-level 2WD GLX Manual to
$35,990 for the AWD LTD Auto, it's an
all-round, good value package.
Good: A spacious, practical and
atfordable option.

Not so good: With just 86kW on tap,
it won't set the world on fire.

Suzuki SX4 S-Cross

FUEL ECONOMY
6.1L/ 100KM

MOTORING

MERCEDES-BENZ GLA

Mercedes-Benz enters the compact
SUV segment with its new GLA
range. The 2.2L, diesel-powered,
GLA 200 CDI, which produces
100kW/300Nm, kicks things off, but
those after something livelier have
the choice of 2.0L turbocharged
petrol models: the GLA 250 4MATIC,
offering 155kW/350Nm, or the GLA
45 AMG 4MATIC, which pumps
out a fire breathing 265kW/450Nm.
All have seven-speed dual-clutch
automatic transmissions and both
petrol models feature Mercedes-
Benz's 4AMATIC all-wheel drive setup.
The GLA 200 CDI costs $64,900, the
GLA 250 4MATIC is $76,900 and the
GLA 45 AMG is $99,900.

Good: Stylish, with brand appeal.
Not so good: The diesel lacks the
instant torque response we expect.
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1 Evaluation of ESC Effectiveness in Australasia, Monash University Accident Research Centre (September 2007)

Electronic Stability Control.

Electronic Stability Control (ESC) is an active safety assist technology
which detects if a vehicle is nearing the limits of traction during
cornering and braking and adjusts braking to individual wheels and
engine torque to improve stability. This helps to return the vehicle to
a straighter and safer line. ESC also assists in controlling a vehicle on
unexpectedly tight corners, or on a slippery section of the road.

ESC can reduce the risk of single car crashes by 27% and single SUV
crashes by 68%.'

When buying your next car - new or used - choose a car with ESC.

ANCAP
Safety % % % % *

Accept nothing less.

ancap.com.au



L/100km* Engine

kW Manual Auto

Alfa Romeo alfaromeo.co.nz

MiTo 1.4 Multiair QV + 6.0 14 125 42,990 -
Giulietta Multiair + 6.0 14 125 - 43,990
Giulietta 1750 Turbo QV 7.6 1.8 173 54,990 -

Audi audi.co.nz
A1 1.4TFSI S Tronic * 53 14 90 - 40,800
A1 1.4 TFSI Sport S Tronic « 53 14 90 - 43,300
A3 1.4 Sportback TFSI + 5.8 14 92 - 48,400
A4 Sedan 2.0 TDI 55 20 103 - 75400
A4 2.0 TFSI Quattro STron Sed 71 20 132 - 79,900
A4 3.0 TDI Quattro Tip Sed 7.0 3 176 - 104,500
A42.0TDI Avant * 6.0 20 103 - 79,400
A4 2.0 TFSI Quattro Avant 7.1 20 132 - 83,900
S4 3.0 TFSI Quattro S-Tronic 9.4 30 245 - 113,900
RS4 4.2 FSI Quattro S-Tr.Avant 10.7 42 331 - 156,000
A5 3.0 TDI Quattro 7.2 30 176 - 109,500
A4 Allroad 2.0 TDI 6.0 20 130 - 83,900
A5 2.0 Sportback TFSI Quattro 7.0 20 155 - 94,300
S5 3.0 Sportback TFSI Quattro 9.4 30 245 - 118,900
RS5 4.2 FSI Quattro S Tronic 10.8 42 331 - 165,900
A6 3.0 TDI Quattro Sedan 8.3 3.0 150 -119,900
A6 3.0 TFSI Quattro Sedan 9.4 3.0 150 - 119,000
A6 3.0 BiTDI Quattro Avant 6.0 3.0 230 - 144,900
A6 Allroad 3.0 TDI 6.1 30 150 - 128,800
A7 Sportback 3.0 TDI Quattro 59 3.0 180 - 151,700
A7 Sportback 4.0 TFSI Quattro 9.6 40 309 - 169,900
Q32.0 TDI Quattro « 59 20 130 - 72,500
Q5 2.0 TDI Quattro « 6.7 20 125 - 89,900
Q5 3.0 TDI Quattro 75 30 176 - 108,900
Q7 4.2 TDI Quattro S Line 13.6 42 240 - 143,900
A8 4.2 TDI Quattro 9.4 42 240 - 225,000
TT Coupe 2.0 TFSI S Line 77 20 147 - 90,900

BMW bmw.co.nz
118i - 73 1.6 100 - 56,600
118d Hatch 45 20 105 - 57,800
125i Hatch - 2.0 - - 65,700
220i Coupe 6.3 20 135 - 71,700
320i 79 20 115 - 74,700
320d * 5.6 20 130 - 75,300
335i 9.6 30 225 - 107,400
435j 74 3.0 225 - 126,900
428i Convertible 6.6 20 180 - 120,600
535i 84 30 225 - 132,000
530d + - 3.0 - - 132,600
M5 7-Speed M Dual-Clutch 9.9 44 423 - 210,900
650i Coupe 10.6 44 300 - 219,000
M6 7-Speed M Dual-Clutch 9.9 44 412 - 267,600
750i 11.0 48 270 - 235,700
X1 sDrive 20d * 5.8 20 130 - 72,400
X3 xDrive 20d SE * 7.0 20 130 - 91,350
X3 xDrive 30d SE 8.6 3.0 160 - 111,950
X5 xDrive 30d SE 8.7 30 173 - 129,500
X6 xDrive 50i SE 125 44 300 - 176,500
74 sDrive20i Roadster 6.8 20 135 - 87,750

Chery cheryauto.co.nz
e 6.7 1.3 62 10,990 -
JE] 89 1.6 87 15990 -
e 89 20 102 - 21,990

Chrysler chrysler.co.nz
300 Limited V6 Diesel 7.2 30 177 - 62,990
300C Petrol 9.7 36 210 - 67,990
300C SRT8 14.0 64 317 - 87,990
Grand Voyager Ltd 84 28 142 - 84,990
C3 1.6 VTi Seduction * 6.9 1.6 88 - 25,990
DS3 DSTYLE « 6.9 1.6 88 - 36,990
DS3 DSPORT turbo * 6.7 16 115 38990 -
C4 Exclusive VTi 7.0 16 88 - 31,490
C4 Picasso 2.0 BlueHDi - 2.0 - - 49,990
C4 Aircross 2WD 79 20 110 - 36,990
C4 Aircross 4WD 8.1 20 110 - 43,990
DS4 Auto * 6.4 16 120 - 44,990
DS4 Sport « 6.4 1.6 147 48,990 -
DS5 Sport « 73 1.6 115 - 59,990
C5 2.0 HDi FAP 6.0 20 120 - 54,990
C5 2.0 HDi FAP Tourer 6.0 20 120 - 57,990
Daihatsu Terios 4X4 7.7 1.5 77 26,240 27,250
Journey SXT 104 3.6 206 - 38,240
Journey R/T 104 36 206 - 46,990
500 Lounge 1.4+ 6.3 14 74 24990 26,490
500c Convertible 63 14 74 - 29,990
500 Abarth Esseesse * 6.5 1.4 118 42,990 -
500 Abarth Cabriolet 6.5 14 118 - 46,990
New Fiesta 1.5 L Hatch « 6.1 1.5 89 23990 25,490
New Fiesta 1.6 ST Hatch « 6.1 1.6 89 26,990 -

L/100km* Engine kW Manual  Auto
Focus Ambient Petr.Wagon * 6.4 1.6 92 - 34,840
Focus Trend Diesel Wagon * 54 2 120 - 40,840
Focus Trend Petrol * 6.6 2 125 - 36,340
Focus Sport Petrol « 6.7 2 125 - 42,340
Focus Titanium Petrol * 6.6 2 125 - 47,340
Focus ST EcoBoost Hatch 7.2 2 184 52,840 -
Mondeo 2.0 Hatch LX Diesel * 71 2 103 - 46,340
Mondeo 2.0 Zetec Diesel Hatch« 7.1 2 103 - 50,340
Mondeo 2.0 Zetec EcoBoost * 8.0 2 149 - 48,340
New Kuga Ambient Petrol « 7.7 16 134 - 39,990
New Kuga Trend Diesel * 6.2 2 120 - 45990
New Kuga Titanium EcoBoost * 77 16 134 - 52,990
Territory TX RWD Petrol * 10.8 4 195 - 49,990
Territory TS Diesel AWD + 8.8 27 140 - 64,990
Territory Titanium AWD Diesel « 8.8 2.7 140 - 69,990
Falcon Mkl XT Sedan EcoBoost * 8.1 20 179 - 48,490
Falcon MKII XR6 * 9.9 40 195 - 54,340
Falcon MKkl G6E * 9.9 40 195 - 59,340
FPV GT 137 50 335 - 88,340
FPV GTP 335 50 335 - 97340
X-240 4WD 10.3 24 100 24,990 -
X-200 76 2.0 105 27,990 29,990
Barina Hatch 5Dr + 7.0 1.6 77 22,490 23,990
Barina Spark Hatch CD + 5.6 1.2 59 16,990 18,490
Cruze Equipe Hatch/ Sedan + 7.0 1.8 104 - 30,990
Cruze Equipe 2.0 Sedan Diesel = 5.7 20 120 - 35990
Cruze SRi-V Turbo 1.6 * 79 1.6 132 - 39,490
Cruze CD Sportwagon Diesel * 57 20 120 - 37,490
Malibu CD Petrol « 8.0 24 123 - 42,900
Malibu CD Diesel « 6.4 20 17 - 45,400
Malibu CDX Petrol « 8.0 24 123 - 45.900
VF Commodore Evoke Sedan * 83 30 185 - 49,990
VF Commodore SV6 * 9.0 36 210 - 55,490
VF Commodore SSV8 + 11.5 6.0 260 - 61,490
VF Calais-V V6 * 9.0 36 210 - 66,490
VF Calais-V V8 * 1.7 6.0 260 - 72,490
VF Caprice VV8 * 1.7 6.0 260 - 79,990
VE Ute SV6 « 11.6 36 195 - 48,990
VE Ute SS « 14.5 6.0 270 - 54,990
VF Sportwagon Evoke * 8.6 3.0 190 - 52,490
VF Sportwagon SV6 * 9.3 36 210 - 57,990
VF Sportwagon SS-V V8 « 11.8 6.0 260 - 71,490
VF Sportwagon Calais-V V8 * 1.7 6.0 260 - 74,990
Captiva 5 LT 2WD « 9.1 24 123 36,990 38490
Captiva 5 LT Diesel 4WD LT 8.1 22 135 - 43,490
Captiva 7 SX2WD * 9.1 24 123 - 40,490
Captiva 7 LX V6 AWD 1.3 30 190 - 54,490
Captiva 7 SX Diesel 2WD + 8.1 22 135 - 44,490
Captiva LX Diesel AWD 83 22 135 - 56,490
Jazz1.3S+ 5.8 1.3 73 22,900 24,900
Jazz Sport * 6.7 1.5 88 - 27,900
CityS1.5 63 15 88 - 29,500
Civic 1.8S « 6.7 1.8 104 - 33,900
Civic2.0N * 75 20 114 - 39,990
Euro Civic S 6.1/6.5 1.8 104 29,900 34,900
Euro Civic L 6.5 1.8 104 - 38,900
Insight SN Hybrid « 4.6 1.3 72 - 36,900
CRZSR* 1.5 5/47 91 42,000 42,000
CRZ Sport * 1.5 5/47 91 44,1500 44,100
Accord Euro SN+ 89 24 148 43700 47,200
Accord Euro Tourer L 9.1 24 148 - 53,200
Accord S (New 2013 Model) * 79 24 129 - 45,900
Accord NT (New 2013 Model) * 79 24 129 - 55,000
Accord V6 NT (New 2013 Model) - 9.2 35 206 - 60,000
Odyssey S * 9.3 24 133 - 47,000
CRVS - 7.7 20 114 34,900 39,900
CRV SportN « 87 24 140 - 51,700
i20GL* 6.0/6.4 14 73 25990 25990
i20GLS * 6.0/6.4 14 73 25990 26,990
Accent Hatch 1.6 + 6.4 1.6 91 28990 31,990
Accent 1.6 Elite * 6.4 1.6 91 - 35,990
i301.8- 6.5 1.8 110 31,990 35990
i30 1.6 CRDi Elite « 45 16 94 - 43,990
i30 Wagon 1.6 « 6.7/6.9 1.6 88 36490 37,990
i30 Wagon 1.6 CRDi 4.5/5.6 16 94 40490 41,990
Elantra « 71 1.8 110 - 35,990
Elantra Elite « 71 1.8 110 - 39,990
Veloster 1.6 GDI * 6.5 1.6 103 - 39,990
Veloster Elite 1.6 GDI * 6.5 16 103 - 44,990
Veloster GDI Turbo * 6.8/7.6 1.6 150 49,990 49,990
4524+ 79 24 148 - 45,490
i45 2.4 Elite - 79 24 148 - 49,990
i40 Sedan 1.7 CRDi + 5.6 1.7 100 - 46,990
40 Wagon 2.0 Elite « 75 20 130 - 49,990
i40 Wagon 1.7 CRDi * 5.6 1.7 100 - 48,990
i40 Wagon 1.7 CRDi Elite Ltd « 5.6 1.7 100 - 59,990

L/100km* Engine kW Manual Auto

ix352.0 2WD * 8.5 20 122 - 39,990
ix352.4 - 9.0 24 130 - 44,990
ix35 2.0R CRDi * 75 20 135 - 50,990
ix35 2.0R CRDi Elite 75 20 135 - 54,990
Santa Fe 2.4 7 Seat * 9.0 24 14 - 59,990
Santa Fe 2.2R CRDi 7S + 73 22 145 - 65990
Santa Fe 3.3V6 7S 2WD 9.6 33 199 - 67,990
Santa Fe 2.2R Elite Ltd « 73 22 145 - 79,990
H1 iMax Van Elite 8 Seat 8.5 24 128 - 54,990
H1 iMax CRDi Elite 8 Seat 8.5 25 125 56,990 58,990
XF 2.0 i4 Luxury 89 20 177 - 90,000
XF 2.2D Luxury 5.2 22 147 - 90,000
XF3.0D S Luxury * 6.0 30 177 - 115,000
XFR 11.6 50 375 - 160,000
XF Sportbrake 2.2D 6.1 22 147 - 95,000
F-Type V6 Convertible 9.0 3.0 250 - 140,000
F-Type V6 S Convertible 9.1 3.0 280 - 155,000
F-Type v8 S Convertible 1.1 50 364 - 180,000
XR 1.6 50 405 - 220,000
XK 5.0 V8 Coupe 1.3 42 224 - 175,000
XKR-S Coupe 12.3 5.0 405 - 260,000
XKR Convertible 12.3 50 375 - 210,000
Compass 4X2 8.2 20 115 - 32,990
Patriot 4X2 6.1 20 115 29990 32,990
Patriot 4X4 87 24 125 - 39,990
Grand Cherokee Laredo 4X2 10.1 3.6 210 - 64,990
Grand Cherokee Laredo CRD * 8.3 3.0 177 - 73,990
Grand Jeep Cherokee SRT8 141 6.4 344 - 109,490
Grand Cherokee Overland CRD+ 8.3 3.0 177 - 98,990
Wrangler Rubicon Petrol 2Dr * 1.6 3.6 146 - 57,990
Wrangler Unlimited Overland 1.7 36 209 - 64,990
Kia kia.co.nz
Picanto LX 53 125 64 18590 18990
Picanto EX « 56 125 64 - 20,990
Rio LX Hatch + 6.8 14 82 22990 23,490
Rio LX Hatch Diesel « 3.6 14 66 24990 -
Soul EX Petrol Hatch 8.2 1.6 - - 29,990
Cerato LX Sedan * 7.1 1.8 110 - 29,990
Cerato SX Sed/Hatch SatNav * 7.4 1.8 129 - 37,490
Carens EXGDI * 79 20 115 - 37,990
Pro_cee’d GT - 74 1.6 150 - 43,990
Optima EX GDI 7.9 24 148 - 45,990
Optima Ltd GDI SatNav * 79 24 148 - 52,490
Sportage LX Urban 4X2 - 87 20 130 - 34,240
Sportage R Ltd Diesel 4X4 « 75 20 135 - 54,490
Sorento R LX Diesel 4x4 « 6.6 22 145 - 53,890
Sorento R Ltd Diesel 4X4 « 7.4 22 145 - 63,690
Carnival R EX Diesel * 8.1 22 134 - 49,990
Carnival EX Petrol V6 109 35 202 - 45990
Defender 90 Wagon 10.0 24 90 63,000 -
Defender 110 D/Cab Pick-Up SE 11.0 24 90 66,500 -
Freelander 2 TD4 - 75 22 110 - 60,000
Freelander 2 Si4 Turbo Petrol 9.6 20 177 - 60,000
Discovery 4 SDV6 HSE 10.2 30 180 - 108,000
Range Rover Evoque TD4 2 Dr « 6.5 22 119 - 73,000
Range Rover Dynamic Si4 Dynam 8.7 2.0 180 - 94,000
Range Rover Sport TDV6 10.2 27 140 - 125,000
Range Rover Sport 5.0V8 s/c 14.9 50 375 - 170,000
New Range Rover TDV6 HSE * 7.5 3.0 190 - 160,000
New Range Rover SDV8 Vogue 87 40 250 - 210,000
CT200h 1.8 Hybrid * 4.1 1.8 100 - 49,995
CT200h 1.8 Hybrid Ltd 4.1 1.8 100 - 69,995
CT200h 1.8 Hybrid F Sport 4.1 1.8 100 - 59,995
15250 9.1 25 153 - 73,995
15250 Ltd 9.1 25 153 - 87395
1S300h Hybrid 49 25 133 - 80,995
1S300h Ltd Hybrid 49 25 133 - 92,195
1S350 Ltd 9.4 35 233 - 108,395
ES300h Hybrid 5.5 25 118 - 80,995
ES350 9.5 35 204 - 94,995
GS250 9.3 25 154 - 105,000
GS300h Hybrid 52 25 133 - 110,500
GS350 9.7 35 233 - 120,500
GS350 F Sport 9.3 35 233 - 128,500
GS450h Hybrid 6.3 35 250 - 137,000
GS450h Hybrid Sedan Limited 6.3 35 250 - 156,000
LS460 1.1 46 280 - 199,500
RX350 Crossover 12.3 35 203 - 101,400
RX450h Hybrid Crossover SE 6.4 35 183 - 125,400
LX570 14.5 57 280 - 196,900
2 Classic 6.4 1.5 76 23245 24,645
2 Sport 6.4 1.5 76 25155 26,555
3 GLX Hatch + 5.7 20 114 - 32,795
3 SP25 Hatch/Sedan * 6 2.5 138 38,395m 39,895
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Find out how thirsty a car is before you buy it

Cars come with two price tags — how much it costs to buy, and how much it costs to fuel.
All you need to know about the cost of fuelling a new or used car is on the Vehicle Fuel
Economy label - it could help you save $$$’s every year.

Visit energywise.govt.nz/fuel-economy-tool to compare models

FUEL ECONOMY EECA
9.7L / 100KM energywise.

THE POWER TO CHOOSE




© For a full, up-to-date list of new car prices, see aa.co.nz

L/100km* Engine kW Manual Auto
3 SP25 Hatch Limited * 6 25 138 - 47,495
6 GLX Sedan 2.2 Diesel * 54 22 129 - 49,095
6 GSX Sedan * 6.6 25 138 - 49,795
62.5Ltd 6.6 25 138 - 58595
62.2 Ltd Diesel * 54 22 129 - 60,795
6 Wagon 2.0 GLX 6.0 20 114 - 45495
6 Wagon 2.2 Diesel GLX * 54 20 129 - 49,095
6 Wagon 2.5 GSX 6.6 22 138 - 49,795
6 Wagon 2.2 Diesel Ltd * 54 22 129 - 60,795
MX-5 Roadster Leather 8.5 20 118 51,100 -
MX-5 Coupe Leather 85 2.0 118 55100 57,240
CX-5GLXFWD * 6.4 20 14 - 39,695
CX-5 GSXAWD 74 25 138 - 44,945
CX-5 GSX Diesel AWD * 57 22 129 - 47,095
CX-5 Ltd Diesel AWD * 57 22 129 - 56,495
CX-9 Ltd AWD 1.3 37 204 - 58490
A180 5.8 16 90 - 46,900
A200 * 6.1 16 115 - 54,900
A250 Sport 6.6 20 155 - 64,900
A45 AMG + 6.9 2.0 265 - 94,500
B180 -« 6.1 16 90 - 51,900
B200 - 6.1 16 115 - 59,900
B250 * 6.5 20 155 - 66,900
CLA200 * 5.7 16 115 - 65,900
CLA250 Sport * 6.9 20 265 - 77,900
CLA 45 AMG * 7.0 20 265 - 10,900
C200 72 1.8 135 - 69,900
(250 Avantgarde 75 1.8 150 - 85,900
C63 AMG 120 6.2 336 - 166,900
E250 6.4 20 155 - 114,000
E400 7.6 3.0 245 - 131,000
E63 AMG S 10.0 54 430 - 215,000
ML250 BlueTEC 64 214 150 - 99,900
ML350 BlueTEC « 64 214 150 -121,900
ML63 AMG 1.8 54 380 - 197,900
GL350 BlueTEC 77 3.0 190 - 175,000

Mini Hatch Ray 5.4 16 72 29200 31,200
Mini Hatch Cooper 54 16 90 36,200 39,200
Mini Hatch Cooper D 38 1.6 82 40,700 43,700
Mini Hatch Cooper S 5.8 1.6 135 44,200 47,200
Mini Cooper Countryman 6.0 1.6 90 43,700 46,700
Mini Cooper Countryman D+ 4.4(5.6) 1.6(2.0)82(110) 46,800 49,800
Cooper Countryman D All4WD 4.9(6.0) 1.6(2.0)82(110) 49,800 52,800
Cooper Countryman S All4WD 7.3 1.6 135 54,500 57,500
Mini Cooper Clubman 5.5 1.6 90 41,200 44,200
Mini Cooper Convertible 57 1.6 90 46,200 49,200
Mini Cooper Convertible S 6.0 1.6 135 54,200 57,200
Mini Coupe JCW 7.1 1.6 155 62,200 65,200
Mirage GLS * 46 1.2 - - 21,990
Lancer LS Hatch/Sedan « 7.6 20 115 - 30,690
Lancer GSR Hatch/Sedan « 7.6 20 115 - 32,990
Lancer SEi Hatch/Sedan « 7.6 20 115 - 36,990
ASX LS 2WD + 8.1 20 112 - 36,690
ASX LS 4WD Diesel A/T - 5.8 22 112 - 41,990
Outlander LS 4WD CVT - 75 24 126 - 43,990
Outlander VR-X 2.4 CVT 7 Seat * 75 24 126 - 54,490
Outlander VRX2.2D 4WD 7 Seat* 5.8 22 12 - 56,990
Outlander XLS Plug In Hybrid « 19 20 88 - 59,990
Outlander VRX Plug In Hybrid « 1.9 20 88 - 66,990
Challenger GLS DID 4WD - 9.8 25 133 - 58,990
Challenger Exceed 4WD 7 Seat+ 9.8 25 133 - 63,990
Pajero LWB 3.2 DIDC GLS 9.2 32 150 - 77,090
Pajero LWB 3.2 DIDC Exceed * 9.2 32 150 - 87,590
Micra ST « 6.6 1.5 75 - 22,800
Micra Ti« 6.6 14 75 - 24,300
Pulsar ST Sedan * 6.7 18 9% - 29,990
Pulsar Ti Sedan * 6.7 1.8 96 - 33,490
Pulsar 1.6 Turbo SSS Hatch 7.8 1.6 140 - 39,990
Juke ST - 6.3 1.6 86 - 32,190
Juke Ti 63 16 86 - 34,290
Qashqai ST Hatch - 79 20 102 - 37,990
Qashqai Tl Hatch * 79 20 102 - 40,990
Altima ST Sedan * 75 25 127 - 43,990
Altima Ti Sedan * 75 25 127 - 53,290
Leaf 0 Emissions 100% Electric * 0 electric 90 - 69,700
370Z Coupe 104 3.7 245 59995 63,495
GT-R 12.0 3.8 352 - 191,000
New X-Trail ST 2WD Pet 7 Seats 8.1 25 126 - 39,990
New X-Trail ST 4WD Pet 5 Seats 83 25 126 - 42,490
New X-Trail Ti 4WD Pet 5 Seats 83 25 126 - 53,2290
Murano 10.9 35 191 - 66,390
Pathfinder Petrol ST 2WD - 9.9 35 190 - 54,990
Pathfinder Petrol Ti 4WD * 10.2 35 190 - 65,990
Patrol 14.5 56 198 - 115,000

L/100km* Engine kW Manual Auto
208 Active * 45 12 60 23990 -
208 Allure 5Dr * 5.8 16 88 - 28,990
208 GTi 59 1.6 147 38,990 -
308CC- 7.7 1.6 115 - 45,990
308 New Access 7.2 1.6 88 - 29,990
308 New Allure Diesel 6.1 20 120 - 37,990
308 New Active SW Diesel 6.7 20 120 - 39,900
508 Active Petrol 63 16 88 - 46,990
508 Allure HDi 49 20 120 - 54,990
508 SW HDi GT 5.0 22 120 - 68,990
Partner HDi 5.8 1.6 66 29,990 -
3008 Active 6.7 1.6 115 - 36,990
3008 Sport 7.8 1.6 115 - 39,990
3008 Sport HDi * 6.6 20 120 - 42,990
3008 Hybrid Diesel 4 20 147 - 59,990
4008 Active 2WD CVT 79 20 110 - 37,990
4008 Allure 2WD CVT 79 20 110 - 39,990
4008 Feline 4WD CVT 8.1 20 110 - 45,990
RCZ 73 1.6 115 49,990 49,990
Boxster 8.2 2.7 195 114,200 120,200
Cayman 82 2.7 202 120,900 126,900
911 Carrera 9.0 3.4 257 198,000 206,000
911 Carrera 4S 9.5 34 257 239,800 247,800
Cayenne 9.9 3.6 220 -127,800
Cayenne Diesel 7.2 3.0 180 - 128,700
Cayenne Hybrid 82 3.0245/279 - 180,700
Cayenne Turbo 11.5 4.8 368 -242,300
Panamera S 8.7 3.0 309 - 260,000
Panamera Turbo 10.2 48 368 - 350,000
Megane Hatch « 8.2 20 102 31,990 34,990
Megane Coupe - Cabriolet 79 2.0 103 - 54,990
Megane Renault Sport RS265 Cup 8.7 20 184 53990 -
Megane RD265 Cup Trophee 87 20 184 59990 -
Koleos 2.0 DCl 4x4 « 83 20 110 - 49,990
Koleos 2.5 4x2 9.3 25 126 - 37,990
Fluence 7.8 20 103 - 34,990
Citigo MPI 55 47 1.0 55 18990 19,990
Fabia Hatch TSI 77 75 16 77 - 23,900
Rapid TSI 90 » 5.4 14 90 - 29,900
Yeti 2.0 TDI 4X4 + 6.5 20 103 45500 48,000
Octavia Liftback TSI 103 « 5.4 20 103 - 34,900
Octavia Liftback TDI 77 « 39 1.6 77 - 36,500
Octavia Liftback TSI 132 « 57 1.8 132 - 39,900
Octavia Wagon TDI 110 « 45 20 110 - 40,100
Octavia TSI 132 4X4 6.7 14 132 - 43,600
Superb Sedan TSI 118 71 1.8 118 - 43,900
Superb Sedan TDI 125 « 53 20 125 - 53,900
Superb Wagon TDI 103 5.2 20 103 - 48,900
Superb Wagon TDI 125 6.1 20 125 - 56,900
Superb V6 4X4 9.3 36 191 - 62,900
Korando Sport 4X2 73 20 110 27,990 29,990
Korando SPR 4X4 TDi 75 20 129 - 41,990
Rexton Teammate 4X4 Tdi 9.0/9.2 27 121 39,990 42,990
Rexton W Sport 4X4 9.2 27 137 - 47,990
Actyon Workmate 2WD Tdi+  7.6/8.1 20 114 29990 31,990
Actyon Workmate 4X4 TDi 73 20 114 32990 34,990
Actyon Sports 4X4 Tdi 7.6/8.1 20 114 39990 41,990
Actyon Sports SPR 4X4 Tdi 8.1 20 14 - 47,990
Stavic 2WD Tdi 78 20 114 - 39,990
Stavic 4WD Tdi 8.1 20 114 - 44,990
BRZ GT » 7.8 2.0 147 48990 49,990
Impreza 2.0i-X * 6.8 20 110 - 31,990
WRX * 8.6 20 197 48990 49,990
XV« 7.0/7.3 20 110 38990 40,990
XV 2.0i-L 7.0 20 110 44,990 44,990
XV 2.0i-S 7.0 20 110 48990 48,990
Forester 2.0 Diesel * 5.7 2.0 110 49,990 -
Forester 2.0i * 8.1 25 126 - 45,490
Forester Sport * 9.6 25 126 - 47,990
Legacy 2.5i Sport Sed/Wagon * 89 25 123 - 44,990
Legacy 2.5 Premium Sed/Wagon *+ 8.9 25 123 - 49,990
Legacy GT 2.5i BSpec Prem 89 25 123 - 59,990
Outback 2.0 Diesel 5.8 20 110 54,990 54,990
Outback 2.5i Sport * 8.9 25 123 - 49,990
Outback 2.5i Premium « 8.9 25 123 - 54,990
Outback 3.6 Premium 10.3 3.6 191 - 64,990
Alto GLX * 4.8 1.0 50 14,990 16,990
Splash GLX * 5.1 1.2 69 17,990 18,990
Swift GL 5.5 14 70 18990 19,990
Swift GLX 5.5 14 70 22,500 23,990

L/100km* Engine kW Manual Auto

Swift Ltd + 6.2 14 70 23,500 24,990
Swift Diesel « 42 1.3 55 25990 -
Swift Sport 6.5 1.6 100 27,500 28990
S-Cross GLX 2WD 5.8 1.6 86 27,990 29,990
S-Cross GLXiAWD 6.2 1.6 86 30,990 32,990
S-Cross Ltd IAWD 6.2 1.6 86 - 35,990
SX4 2.0 GLX 2WD Sporthatch « 73 20 107 25990 27,990
SX4 2.0 Sedan 87 20 107 - 26,990
Kizashi 2.4 GLX * 79 24 131 - 37,990
Kizashi 2.4 Ltd Sport * 79 24 131 - 44,990
Kizashi Sport iAWD 79 24 131 - 48,500
Jimny JX 72 1.3 63 19990 -
Jimny Sierra 72 1.3 63 22,990 24,500
Grand Vitara 2.4 3Dr 8.8 24 122 31,690 33,190
Grand Vitara 2.4 JLX 5Dr 9.9 24 122 37,500 38,990
Grand Vitara 2.4 Ltd 5Dr JLX - 1.9 - - 39,990
Toyota toyota.co.nz
Yaris 1.3 3Dr * 6.5 1.3 64 - 23,580
Yaris 1.3 5Dr * 6.5 1.3 64 24,080 25580
Yaris 1.5 Sedan 6.7 1.5 80 - 30,830
Corolla GX Hatch + 7.1/6.6 1.8 103 33,490 34,990
Corolla GLX Hatch * 6.6 1.8 103 - 37,490
Corolla Levin ZR * 6.6 1.8 103 - 43,690
Corolla GX Wagon 5.8 1.5 80 30,780 32,780
Corolla GLX Sedan 6.6 1.8 103 - 39,280
86 7.8/7.1 2.0 147 42,286 43,286
GT86 * 7.8/7.1 2.0 147 47,486 48,486
GT86 TRD Special Edition * 7.8/7.1 2.0 147 68786 69,986
Prius C 39 1.573.6(54) - 31,280
Prius C S-Tech 39 1.573.6(54) - 35,280
Prius Hybrid * 39 1.873/100 - 50,280
Prius v 4.1 1.873/100 - 51,480
Prius v s-Tech 4.1 1.873/100 56,990
Avensis Tourer 8.0 2.0 110 - 47,990
CamryGL * 7.8 25 133 - 44,990
Camry Atara S Sedan * 7.8 25 133 - 48,890
Camry Atara SX Sedan * 7.8 25 133 - 51,490
Camry Hybrid 6.0 2.4110/140 - 50,990
Aurion V6 AT-X * 9.9 35 204 - 49,690
Aurion V6 Sportivo SX6 Sedan 9.9 3.5 204 - 51,790
Aurion V6 Touring Sedan 9.9 35 204 - 52,090
Previa 2.4 MPV Wagon 9.5 24 125 - 65,380
RAV4 2WD GX * 74 20 107 - 39,990
RAV4 2WD GXL * 74 2.0 107 - 44,490
RAV4 AWD GXL * 85 25 132 - 51,490
RAV4 AWD Ltd « 85 25 132 - 60,790
RAV4 AWD Diesel AWD + 6.5 22 110 - 53,490
Highlander V6 7S 2WD - 1.01 35 201 - 55,280
Highlander V6 7S 4WD - 11.6 35 201 - 59,790
Highlander V6 LTD 7S 4WD - 11.6 35 201 - 67,790
FJ Cruiser V6 Petrol 1.4 40 200 - 71,280
Prado 3.0 GX Diesel 85 3.0 127 - 84,195
Prado 3.0 VX Ltd * 85 3.0 127 - 109,780
Land Cruiser 200 Wagon VX4.5+ 10.3 45 195 -125,790
Polo 1.4 5.8 14 63 22990 25990
Golf VI TSI BMT Comfortline +  5.2/5.0 14 90 32,500 34,890
Golf VI TDI BMT Comfortline 5.0 20 118 - 37,690
Golf VII TSI BMT Highline « 5.0 20 118 - 40,750
Golf VI TDI BMT Highline 4.4 20 103 - 43,990
Golf GTI 6.4 2 162 58500 60,990
GolfR* 71 2 221 68500 70,990
Golf Cabriolet TSI 90kW « 6.3 14 90 - 45,750
Beetle TSI + 6.2 14 118 - 46,500
Passat TSI 118kwW 71 1.8 118 - 47,750
Passat TDI 130kW 53 20 130 - 58250
Passat Wagon TSI 118kwW 71 1.8 118 - 50,250
Passat Wagon TDI 130kW + 53 20 130 - 60,750
Passat Alltrack 7.5 20 125 - 59,990
Passat CC TDI 125kW 6.1 20 125 - 62,250
Passat CC V6 4 Motion R-Line 10.1 35 220 - 74,000
Touareg V6 TDI 150kW 74 3.0 150 - 89,750
Touareg V6 TDi V6 180kW 9.9 30 180 - 108,000
Tiguan TSI 8.6 2.0 - - 50,990
Tiguan TDI 4 Motion 6.3 20 - - 54,990
V40 D4 Kinetic 53 2.0 130 49990 54,990
V40 Cross Country D4 5.2 2.0 130 - 62,990
V40 Cross Country T5 7.8 25 187 - 66,990
S60 T4 Kinetic 72 1.6 132 - 59,990
S60 T5 R-Design 83 20 177 - 72,990
S60 T6 R-Design 9.6 30 224 - 84,990
V60 T5 Luxury 83 1.6 177 - 72,990
V60 T6 R-Design 10.2 30 242 - 86,990
XC60 D5 * 6.8 24 158 - 84,990
XC60 T6 10.7 30 224 - 86,990
XC70 D5 Kinetic 6.8 24 158 - 76,990
XC90 3.2 AWD Executive 1.5 32 179 - 84,990
XC90 D5 (All Models) 6.8 24 177 - 84,990

“*Fuel consumption is internationally measured in litres per 100km (L/100km).

‘ * These models have been rated by ANCAP. See www.ancap.com.au for more information on the rating.

to the market, go online:

AA ROAD TESTED? To read re

ws of new cars

z/reviews
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The all new bold, fun,
spacious, economical Jazz
sets a new standard for cars
in its class. And from only
$23,700 orc.

It’s Jazz as.

APROPOS 29625

Packed with features you wouldn’t expect in a small car. Reverse Camera, Navigation, Bluetooth,
TouchScreen, Alloy Wheels, Hill Start Assist, Emergency Stop Signal, Magic Seats and a 5 Year Warranty,
standard in all models. Book your test drive at your local Honda Agent. www.honda.co.nz
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AA Traveller

Te Radar

Comedian, TV
host and intrepid
explorer

I LIKE WAIKAIA. It's tucked away
over the hill from Queenstown.

To get there, you go up this long no
exit road. When the Waikaia River
floods, you can't get in or out of
town. I enjoy that.

[ love the mountains there
and the rural nature of it. The
farmland’s a little bit rolling. And
there’s deer. [ like looking at deer.

[ did a tundraising show there in
a hall a few years ago. The snow
had come in and I'd only just got
into town before the road closed.
During the show, this old guy had
to get up every 20 minutes to put
a coin in the meter that powered
the heaters. You couldn't stock it up
with coins because then the heater
would just stop. Every 20 minutes
this old guy would shuffle over —
cachink, cachink — and the heaters
would continue to function. It was
great. That's classic New Zealand.

> Radar Across the Pacific
starts on TV One on July 20.
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OCOONED IN A capsule

of temperate air, I leave

Christchurch and head

towards the alpine pass

which Maori traversed
centuries ago in search of pounamu
and moa. Today, this landscape is
punctuated with small towns that
cling to the geography despite
harsh wind, snow, catastrophe and
mercurial populations.

The Old West Coast Road is ruler
straight, bisecting the plains that
reach out to the Southern Alps. My
journey takes me through Arthur's
Pass — named after the chief surveyor
Arthur Dobson. It's a winding road,
with a 16° pitch, and on both sides
the mountains are raw and rugged
without their winter white.

In one field is a curious sight: a
cluster of irregular rocks protruding
like turrets. The road sign reads
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‘Castle Hill'. Maori called this
place Kura Tawhiti — which
means 'treasure from a distant
land’. Limestone pushed upwards
has been sculpted by water into
distinctive curvaceous forms —

a mecca for practising climbers.

I stop at the midpoint of the pass
for coffee. Sitting outside, [ watch a
steady stream of trampers trudge by
and delight in the antics of a kea on
a nearby table, as it rips apart a
stolen chocolate bar.

The route takes me down into

the Otira Gorge. The roads are a

marvel of engineering and human
endeavour, with sections literally
‘clipped’ to the stone cliff face. In the
terrible winter of 1865 men laboured
with pick and shovel to carve a road
linking Christchurch with the West
Coast goldfields. The sign ‘Death'’s
Corner’ marks a lookout over a

spectacular curving viaduct that
spans the gorge. I wonder how many
men lost their lives in the making of
this road.

The Brunner Mine on the edge of
the Brunner River is signalled by a
14-metre brick chimney built in 1904,
an imposing sentry to the old mine
entrance. This site marks the birth
of New Zealand's coal-powered age
and growing prosperity. It is also the
scene of tragedies, the worst being
the disaster of March 1896, which
saw the loss of 65 lives. An omen
for the future? The Pike River Mine
disaster in November 2010, which
killed 29, has wreaked havoc on the
prosperity of Greymouth.

I arrive in the early afternoon.

All is quiet, with the exception of
Mawhera Quay where the Speights
Ale House is located. I read the
congregation of cars outside




PHOTOGRAPHY: CHRIS VAN RYN

FROM TOP LEFT:
The wild West
Coast; Reefton's
old courthouse; an
original van Ryn on
a beach between
Greymouth and
Westport; looking
inland from the
coast road.

“The wind
dances with
the towering
pine trees,
then swoops
down to
ruffle the
fields of flax.”
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as a good sign, and step inside.
Mawhera — the menu tells me —is
the Maori name for ‘bright running
waters’, referring to the periodic
flooding of the nearby Grey River.

[ order a venison pie and walk
around the recently restored interior,
peering at photos from 1905 of a
swamped Quay.

The following morning I head
along the coastal road towards
Westport, the smell of the sea carried
on the wind. The beaches are
strewn with pale driftwood and
dried seaweed, and rocks of all
colours shaped smooth by the
waves. It begins to drizzle, the
wind dances with the towering pine
trees, then swoops down to ruffle
the fields of flax.

Halfway between Greymouth and
Westport, I discover the Pancake
Rocks at Punakaiki. These giant

TRAVELLER

ARTHUR'S PASS

S

CHRISTCHURC

limestone formations have been
sculpted by the relentless movement
of tide, wind and rain, which has
worn away portions of rock, leaving
the most exquisite layered forms.

On arrival in Westport, population
6,000, I notice a liveliness not present
elsewhere on the coast. Much of
its population growth is due to the
influx of miners from countries like
South Africa, Australia and Fiji and,
of course, those who left Greymouth
for the safer open cast mining that
Westport supports.

Continuing on the highway takes
me through Reefton, the first town
in the southern hemisphere to
have electricity and street lights.

To walk down its main street is to
traverse 150 years of New Zealand
architecture. The buildings are
either restored or reconstructed in
architecture of the period. There are
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Better sound through research®

Enjoy the sound even more

Wave® music system Il - digital with optional multi-CD changer

SPECIAL OFFER - SAVE $324° PLUS FREE SHIPPING WHEN PURCHASED TOGETHER

An all-in-one system with CD player, DAB+/FM/
AM tuner, clock and alarm, the Bose® Wave®
music system Il - digital delivers award-
winning, room-filling quality sound, yet the
entire one-piece system takes up less space
than a single conventional speaker.

Music. As it was meant to be heard.

The Bose Wave® music system Ill - digital
reproduces music with the most accuracy
we've ever produced in a system this small.
You'll hear details you've never noticed in
songs you know by heart, feel a fullness and
power of bass notes —and experience clarity
at even the highest frequencies. Exclusive
Bose waveguide technology allows this
uniquely compact system to outperform
larger, more elaborate Hi-Fi systems —at a
fraction of their price.

THREE EASY WAYS TO BUY

New features. An all-new digital DAB+/FM/AM
tuner delivers our best-ever radio reception,
while a digital display shows artist and station
information as you listen. New touch-top
controls turn the system on, off and snooze
the alarm; a slim, credit-card size remote
offers one touch control of the system'’s full
functionality. Add the new dual alarms for two
different wake-up times and the Wave® music
system Il - digital is even more convenient
than ever before.

Hear it for yourself, risk-free for 21 days.

We believe the best way for you to appreciate
the Bose Wave® music system IlI - digital is to
experience it in your own home. So order now

and try it for 21 days without risk or obligation.
Why wait any longer? Hear for yourself why Bose

is one of the most respected names in sound.

SPECIAL OFFER - SAVE $324°

For a limited period only, buy the multi-CD
changer for just $135 when you purchase
it together with the Bose Wave® music
system lll - digital.

The Wave®music system multi-CD changer
lets you enjoy hours of uninterrupted music
from four CDs, even MP3 CDs. It allows the
connection of two additional audio sources.
For ease of use, the same remote that
controls the Wave® music system Ill - digital
also controls the multi-CD changer and all
built-in sources. Usually priced at $1,458, the
Wave® music system plus multi-CD changer
are yours for just $1,134 when you buy them
together before 31t July 2014.

+FREE SHIPPING AND 21 DAY RISK-FREE TRIAL

Call FREE on 0800 854 200
quoting code W992

Buy online from the official Bose site
www.bose.co.nz

See, hear and buy at the
Bose Store Auckland | Ph: 09520 2105
Crn of Kent & Crowhurst Streets, Newmarket

© Bose Corporation 2014. All rights reserved. Risk-free trial refers to home trial only. *Saving of $324 based on bundle price of $1,134 compared to $1,458 when items are purchased separately. Offer valid from Ist
May to 3lst July 2014. Offer cannot be applied to previous purchases. Wave® music system is a registered trademark of Bose Corporation in the US and other countries. Wave® music system shown in Titanium

Silver. Also available in Graphite Grey.



attractive wooden awnings with

hanging baskets, weatherboard
fagades that reach high above

the roofline, wooden floors worn
smooth by 100 years of shuffling feet,
and counters that run the length

of the shop.

I head down State Highway 69,
the road in company with the
river. Without warning, the road
narrows to a single lane. Incredibly,
it is simply hacked out of the stone
cliff face, dropping sharply to the
river on my left. I inch forward,
anticipating at any moment an
oncoming vehicle.

A long breath escapes me when
the road widens and winds its way
into the Victoria Forest. Soon, I am
driving through dappled light under
a magnificent canopy of Mountain
beech. The trunks on either side
rise tall, a sooty charcoal colour
with smudges of silver and orange.
Green leaves glow where light has
squeezed a passage through the
thicket. I pull over.

A short way into the bush the air
pricks my skin and damp strikes
my nose. [ am enveloped by a
cacophony of bird chatter. Soaring

above all is the distinctive, forthright
warble of the tui.

I spend the night at Maruia Springs,
an onsen i.e. hot springs with
Japanese style bathing. The resort
is loaded with therapeutic promise;
a restful soak in natural healing
sulphur springs, a shiatsu massage,
accommodation overlooking the river
and mountain, and fine dining (both
Japanese and European). It is tucked
on the edge of a river, with its back
to the Lake Sumner Forest Park.

For more than a century Maruia
has attracted visitors to its springs.
Maori hunting parties likely bathed
their feet in the soothing waters.

I'm told that soaking in a hot spa for
40 minutes will lose me 300 calories.
I'm willing to try it. The river is
gurgling over rocks and tui are
yodelling, as [ slip into 45° waters
and watch the glow of a golden sun
slip behind the hills.

Nine kilometres off the state
highway is Hanmer Springs, a
township at the foot of Mt Isobel.

The streets are immaculately
maintained, gardens and lawns
finely manicured and a central
boulevard is edged with 100-year-

TRAVELLER

LEFT: The road over Arthur's Pass.
ABOVE: At Arthur's Pass Village, midway
over the Alps, a kea helps himself.

old Canadian redwoods. With a
permanent population of around 700,
transients flock to the town all year
round to take advantage of the hot
pools. The price of property is on a
par with Auckland, a testament to
the township's popularity.

Leaving the mountainous terrain,
the bustle of city life creeps in: cars
increase in number, trucks roar past
and petrol stations become more
frequent. [ turn off at the Hurunui
Hotel and stop for a break. The
barman tells me this place has the
oldest liquor licence in New Zealand
— 150 years old. The original owner,
John Hastie, was granted a licence
in 1860 on the condition that he
provided: eight beds in four rooms,
shelter for six horses, stockyards for
yoking up cattle, horses for travellers
fording the river, and directions for
travellers to a safe fording place.

It seems a fitting place to sign off
my road trip.

Al
Book accommodation at aa.co.nz/travel

and receive 5% Member discount and

10c per litre AA Smartfuel discount on

over 1,400 properties.
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Best Value All-Inclusive Luxury River Cruising

FLY FREE® TO EUROPE

ALL-INCLUSIVE LUXURY EUROPE RIVER CRUISING

I5 Day Jewels of Europe River Cruise I5 Day Romantic Rhine & Moselle River Cruise

ENJOY: |4 night luxury river cruise ® Rhine Gorge ENJOY: I4 night luxury river cruise * villages of the
* wine tasting in the cellars of the Prince Rhine and Moselle Rivers ® Lorelei rock
Bishop’s Residenz Palace in Wiirzburg * Reichsburg Castle

DISCOVER: Amsterdam’s fascinating canals ®* WWII sites DISCOVER: 2,000 year old city of Koblenz * medieval town
in Nuremberg * Ridesheim on board the of Cochem ¢ Holland’s oldest fortified city,
‘Winzerexpress’ mini train ® Bamberg Maastricht

EXPERIENCE:private concert at Vienna's Palais Liechtenstein EXPERIENCE:scenic journey to Luxembourg * bike ride

along the dykes of Veere ¢ exclusive dinner

* private medieval banquet in Marksburg Castle
and concert at Rastatt Palace

® Zaanse Schans iconic windmills

Amsterdam
o 12 ¥ - NETHERLANDS
= Diisseldorf Amsterdamo _ Nijmegen
NETHERLANDS Sologne &% Duisburg
3'% .
s GERMANY Maastricht!
Antwerp/ D GERMANY

Marksburg Q* iltenber N
e e S ElE sstguy Cochem, Jooblenz
Nuremberg  CZECH REPUBLIC Trier ¢ "} Riidesheim

Riidesheim ol .
Wiirzburg 5 ®Passauc55k:’;;r:r:‘::;n  SLOVAKIA Mannheim
Regencbud N Vienna FRANCE  strashourg e o
Salzrrurg Melk ) « Breisach e Black Forest
FLY FREE' TO EUROPE FLY FREE' TO EUROPE
return including taxes return including taxes
From $8,745"pp twin share stc From $8,095pp twin share avea

2015 EARLYBIRDS OUT NOW AND WILL SELL FAST

SYSCENICTOURS
CALL 0800 868 746 | scenictours.com.au

or contact your local travel agent

*Conditions Apply: Prices are based on per person twin share in NZD ex AKL and are strictly limited, subject to availability, available on set departures until sold out and may be withdrawn at any time. For new
bookings only, not available in conjunction with any other offer. Surcharge may be imposed on credit card transactions. A $3,900pp non-refundable deposit due within 7 days of booking. Airfares on Emirates
Airlines economy L class, airline taxes are included up to STC $600pp AMBA $500pp. If booking class is not available surcharges will apply. Should Emirates Airlines not be available, Scenic Tours reserves the right
to substitute another airline. Taxes are subject to change and will be confirmed at the time of flight reservation. Flights must be purchased with Scenic Tours. Scenic Tours reserve the right to ticket the airfare upon
receipt of deposit. Once issued, air tickets are subject to amendment and cancellation fees as established by the applicable airline. Any maps or other route depictions are an indication only and are subject to change.
Book & deposit by 15 October 2014. Prices based on the following 2015 departures: STC 19 October Category E Cabin (no balcony) AMBA |5 April Category E Cabin (no balcony). Prices correct as of 3 June 2014.
For full terms and conditions refer to Europe Luxury River Cruises & Tours 2015/2016 Brochure. Scenic Tours ABN 85 002 715 602 Lic. No 2TA 002 633. QUOTE CODE: SNZMA002
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WELCOME HOME

Bill Lennox acts the tourist in his own land

OU LIVE IN Bangalore,
Angola, Sri Lanka, Portugal,
Texas, Manila, New York

or Gippsland — so why visit
New Zealand in mid-winter?

Ijoin a coach tour to find out. I was
keen to learn what visitors see of our
country, and what they think of it.

In Christchurch, we walk silently
in soft rain through a CBD littered
with cranes, and acres of car parks
where buildings used to be. Everyone
knows of the quakes, but this is more
desolate than they expected.

That's the prevailing reaction to
New Zealand - it's all more than they
expected. More powerful, rugged,
varied, fresh, open — even more
populated and more European.

All the coach passengers are from
overseas, except me. Most have been
on board since the Bay of Islands;
others joined in Christchurch. Many
have been before and are back to
fill gaps or show the family round.
Others have always wanted to come.

But New Zealand, in June? A few
thought it'd be more beautiful in
winter, more dramatic. They got
what they came for - the tour skirted
North Otago floods, just missed South
Otago snow and encountered the
Queenstown Winter Festival.

Jane is an English teacher from
Dallas, Texas. Her mother, also
a teacher, brought students here in
the 90s, often bringing Jane along.

Now Jane is showing
New Zealand to her
two daughters.

Jane's daughter, Ann,
often checks with me as
the guide narrates: How come you
call hot rhubarb crumble a ‘pudding’?
When he says 'keen’, he means
‘eager’, right? What's a ‘ford? (We've
just crawled through floodwaters.)

She's puzzled about Maori in the
south. Do they own any of this land?
The place names are so different
from up north.

“That'’s the prevailing
reaction to New

Zealand - it’s all more
than they expected.”

She has a point. As we drive
through Geraldine, Fairlie and Burkes
Pass, the guide talks about a Scottish
sheep thief. I tell Ann about Maori
coastal settlements, eels and birds
from inland lakes, moa on the plains
and rock art in the Waitaki Valley.

A retired couple from Australia
live in the bush and appreciate
how very different the South Island
landscape is.

A solo traveller from Portugal says
he just wanted to see the opposite
side of the globe but, in Dunedin, he's
clutching a volume of landscape art:
“This is really why I'm here, you see”.

CLOCKWISE FROM
LEFT: South Island
sights: Queenstown,

Oamaru, Fairlie,
Angie's classic Kiwi
pav and Christchurch.

There is just one mention of
hobbits. A Korean girl, here with
her mother, confesses to a Lord of
the Rings fixation.

Apart from the Indian family who
pine for spicy vegetarian, no one
mentions the food, possibly because
most of it's from hotel buffets. That
changes with the farmhouse lunch at
Stan and Angie's sheep and beef farm
near Fairlie. To the overwhelmed,
we explain that roast meat, veges,
pavlova and chocolate slice isn't
typical city folk fare in this century,
unless they're at a cool retro café.

From Twizel to Oamaru it's all hydro
lakes, canals, turbines and salmon
farms. They learn that we grow and
catch huge trout — and even the
Australians are impressed. The Mount
Isa miner would've fancied a bit of that
wild stuff, but admits even the hotel
salmon beats barra’, no worries.

VISITOR INFORMATION

Bill Lennox was a guest of ATT Kings.

See aa.co.nz/travel for more New Zealand
travel inspiration.
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Have bach, will travel

Karl Puschmann travels in a bach on wheels

REAT UNCLE JACK and

great auntie Amelia

had a campervan

and when [ was 10

years old I thought that
was damned cool. They lived in
Wellington and we lived in Auckland,
so I only saw it once. Back then
we travelled around the country a
lot, so I was enthralled by the idea
that if we had a campervan then it
wouldn't matter which boringly exotic
destination my parents hauled me
to because I'd still be able to watch
cartoons on the telly.

So, when I'm handed the keys to a
Britz Venturer campervan over two
decades later, the first thing [ ask is
not something sensible like, "What do
IdoifI get a flat tyre?’ or How does
the power work?’ but is instead the
quite shameful enquiry of, 'Is there
aTv?'.

There is. But — and this is something
that would flabbergast my younger
self — over the course of my four-day
trip it stays hidden away in its sliding
compartment. Even during the hours
I know for a fact the cartoons are on.
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The two hybrid bicycles strapped to
a rack on the back of the campervan
are another thing that would have
delighted the young me. Unlike the
telly, however, these get plenty of use
on the journey.

This trip is whistle-stop and snuck
onto the tail end of a working week.
And, while I can't describe any of the
destinations as exotic, they are far
from boring: Waihi Beach, Rotorua
and Taupo. A night in each of these
tourist favourites and onto the next.

Normally I wouldn't bother with
such a busy itinerary. With limited
time, I'd rather choose one place
and stay put as all that packing and
unpacking would just be a hassle.
But, when your accommodation
moves with you, staying still seems
anathema. You want to keep moving.

We meander out of Auckland. It
takes a while to acclimate to piloting
a 7.2 metre-long behemoth and we
stop in Ngatea for brunch and in
Paeroa for a browse through the
antique shops on the main drag.

In Waihi we have a gander at
the bustling Martha's Mine, an

impressively gigantic hole smack
bang in the middle of town. These
streets were once paved with gold;
apparently this current operation
seems intent on burrowing to the very
centre of the earth to discover more
of the pretty yellow stuff.

When we eventually trundle
into Waihi Beach our tummies are
grumbling, but it's an awkward hour;
too early for dinner, too late for lunch.
I'd been looking forward to dining at
the town's RSA which, from its hilltop
vantage point, has a great view
looking out across the Pacific Ocean.
But, after a cycle along the beach, we
instead opt for fish n’ chips beachside,
as both dusk and tide take over the
sandy shoreline.

The next morning, I crank up the
campervan's barbie for bacon and
eggs on cheesy English muffins
accompanied by fresh plunger coffee
and served with a beachfront view
that’s even more delicious.

After brekkie we double back
through Waihi and into the
Karangahake Gorge, which links
the Waikato to the Bay of Plenty.
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Scattered throughout the gorge are
the rusting remains of the area’s

gold rush. Duel use walking and
cycling tracks wind around and
through these remnants and lead

you down to the Ohinemuri River, the
gushing force that forged the canyon
millennia ago. Despite the threat

of rain, we jump on our bikes and
tackle the Railway Tunnel Loop. The
highlight is right there in the name — a
one-kilometre path through the heart
of a mountain. This old rail tunnel is
lit, but not by much, reducing visibility
to bugger all. Under the earth, in this
stiflingly creepy dark, I can't help but
be reminded of every horror flick ['ve
ever seen. It's a freaky experience.

Fortunately, there's no psycho
killers lurking in the dark and, once
the nerves have settled, we load
the bikes back on the van's rack
and drive through the rain to reach
Rotorua in the afternoon. No trip to
this city is complete without a visit
to the Polynesian Spa hot pools,
which we do before checking into
the campground.

The next morning we're hollering
our way through Rotorua’s mighty
Redwoods Forest. Boasting one of
New Zealand's oldest mountain bike
networks, the forest has around
130km of trails that range from
beginner to insane. We ride The

Dipper, a twisty-turny trail filled
with bumps, jumps, ramps and
steep arcing banks. It could just
as accurately be dubbed The
Rollercoaster. It's awesome fun.
We go around twice.

“In this stifingly
creepy dark, I'm
reminded of every
horror flick I've seen.”

The Dipper doesn't ruin us, but any
excuse for a soothing dip in a hot pool
is welcomed and so we turn off the
highway and onto the two-kilometre
unpaved road to Kerosene Creek.
This secluded natural hot spring is
one of Rotorua’s worst kept secrets.
Cascading into the main bathing
area is a small waterfall, and its
steam dances up from the stream and
into the sunbeams breaking through
towering bush. The temperature
is spot on and we stick around for
an hour taking in the beauty while
bathing in its water. Upon exiting,

we're a little alarmed by the rusty
orange tinge where the white used to
be on our togs. We'd forgotten about
the clothes-staining iron content of
natural springs.

We awake the next day to a
glorious morning in Taupo. The air's
brisk, but the day’s bright and clear.
Taupo's an incredibly pretty town
and, on days like these, when the
waters of the great lake shimmer and
sparkle deep and blue, it's magic.

We park by the lakeside and
unhitch the bikes for one last ride,
content just to tootle a little way along
the lakeside, with the joggers and
dog walkers and families and lovers
who are all out on this marvellous
morning doing the same. It's the kind
of day you want to never end.

We drag our final departure out
as much as we can by enjoying a
lakeside lunch, but we can't keep
putting it off. The table and chairs are
packed away, the dishes are cleaned,
the bikes are strapped up and the
campervan is pointed out of Taupo
and towards home where winter
and our cat wait for our return.

VISITOR INFORMATION

Britz supplied Karl with the campervan, Natural High provided the bikes and he stayed at
Top 10 holiday parks. Visit their sites at britz.co.nz, naturalhigh.co.nz and top10.co.nz
For activity ideas in these areas visit aatravel.co.nz

aadirections.co.nz 69



cross the Strait.

.

couﬁ‘e‘n‘:“;\I’NG
N E“A
ZEALA Np )

SINCE 1962
-

interislander.co.nz

. _—
Relax and enjoy all the comfort, t@@NIOTELS

quality and space a Top Motel can offer jeocicaiance ol

Over 40 Top Motel Locations Nationwide

Imagine a place where you can stay a night or two, a place with room to spread out.

Where the kids can burn off energy while you enjoy the park surroundings, cooking .
the perfect steak on the barbeque and relaxing with a wine. T >

BEST RATE GUARANTEED

It's a peaceful haven that does exist. Our collection of quality 3-4 Star Plus Motels are perfect m I nz
for any traveller looking for a unique experience that's hard to find elsewhere. top otels.co.

The next time you're looking for quality, comfort and space, look no further - book a Top Motel.
RESERVATIONS FREEPHONE

0800 521 045
Quality and comfort in a park-like setting




PHOTOGRAPHY: HAYLEY BARNETT

Hot on the Trail

Karl Puschmann takes a two-day ride through the Pureora Forest

AM NOT q cyclist. I'm not even much of

a pedestrian. Yet, here I am, perched

precariously on a mountain bike peddling

unsteadily towards a cycle track that has

87 long kilometres between its fresh-faced
start and its puffed out finish. In between?
Two days of deep forests, steep mountains,
immense suspension bridges that dangle
over dizzying gorges and plenty of thrilling
downbhill slopes. Two days of aching legs,
bruised palms and a saddle-sore butt.
Two days of adventure.

It starts in shadow. Cycling under the leafy
archway which marks the beginning of the
Pureora Timber Trail, [ enter the dark of the
forest. As my eyes adjust, the reality of my
undertaking starts to sink in and I begin to
regret not training — a foolish and potentially
dangerous omission.

Shooting through the heart of the middle
of nowhere, there's no cellphone reception
and little sign of civilization. As my girlfriend
charges ahead, I realize it's literally a case
of do or die. I get pedalling.

A jaunty path through the grand green
forest eases us into the trip. This is fun,

[ decide, as we scoot along under the cooling
shade of the towering trees. Rounding a

corner the trees abruptly disappear and
we find ourselves on a dusty, desolate trail
under the beating sun.

True to its name, parts of the Timber Trail
are actively logged and the industry’s impact
is harsh. Enveloped by barren, chopped-
down plains, we cycle slowly up the journey’s
first real incline. Stopping to lug heavy dead
branches off the track, I start to wonder where
the fun went.

Sadly, it's all uphill from here. While
the Timber Trail is graded ‘easy’, the
first 15-20km are ranked 'intermediate’.

I underestimated the difficulty, figuring
getting the hard stuff out of the way early
wouldn't be a problem.

I figured wrong. Ascending Mount Pureora
is a brutal slog, made more difficult by earlier
rain transforming sections of the track into
clumpy, resistant clay.

When the going gets tough, which it does
immediately, the tough get off their bikes and
start pushing. We spend most of the morning
trudging up the steep, muddy path.

Coming down, well, that's a different story.
A story full of fast, furious fun, that twists and
turns and rushes by at a breathless pace.

It's a story that excites.

TRAVELLER

“I figured
getting the
hard stuff
out of the
way early
wouldn’t be
a problem.
| figured
wrong.”

ABOVE: There are 35
high wire suspension
bridges to cross on
the Timber Trail.
These feats of
engineering are a
definite highlight, but
are not for the faint
of heart. This is one
of the more dizzying,
and spectacular.
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AA Theifty Car Rentyy
1s Lleading the pacy:

We compared our all-inclusive rate to online pricing of our on-airport
competitors, and the results were compelling to say the least.

Who would you choose?

AA Thrifty

Car Rental

TOTAL
$222.00

“ah
@ aa.co.nz/carrental

T 0508737070

Car Rental for AA Members

M visit your nearest AA Centre or Thrifty Branch

0On 23 April 2014 at 3.50pm, AA Thrifty Car Rental compared a three day rental of a modem economy vehicle (a Toyota Yaris or similar; 6 to 12 months of age) for pick up on 13 May 2014 at Auckland Domestic Airport and
retuming to the same location on 16 May 2014. The total online price for on-airport rental car competitor #1 was $363.60, which included the base rental rate, airport fee, nil excess insurance, credit card fees and
GST. The total online price for on-airport rental car competitor #2 was $336.65, which included the base rental rate, airport fee, insurance reduction with a $300 excess and GST. AA Thrifty Car Rental’s total price of $222
is based on the exclusive AA Member all-inclusive rate of $74 per day, and includes rental of a modern economy vehicle, il excess insurance cover, airport fee, GST, credit card fee, plus 4 cents per litre per rental day AA

Smartfuel discount. AA Thrifty's $74 daily all-inclusive rate is valid in conjunction with a 3 day hire for travel at Thrifty New Zealand locations (excluding New Plymouth) before 18 December 2014. 1 to 2 day rental rates
and vehicle upgrades are also available. Promotion code "AARISKFRE" must be quoted when making a reservation. Offer valid exclusively for New Zealand AA Members; proof of Membership will be required. Offer
is subject to vehicle availability and cannot be used in conjunction with any other promotion, corporate, wholesale or commissionable rate. Offer excludes optional extras including GPS, additional drivers and any
applicable one way rental fees. Al rentals must meet the standard age, drivers’ license and credit requirements of Thrifty. Standard Thrifty Terms and conditions apply. AA Smartfuel terms and conditions apply.




Flying down the mountain ['ve no idea
what speeds we hit and I realize the length
of a kilometre varies drastically depending
on the angle of the terrain and the direction
in which it's travelled.

The 800-year old forest — previously so
impressive — is now a blurred background
of slurred greens and browns. The trail is
steep, narrow and bursting with sudden
90° corners which pop up unexpectedly
and unannounced. White-knuckling the
handlebars, my fingers constantly work
the brake; my arms absorb every judder
and bump, and my darting eyes constantly
seek and assess obstacles and low-hanging
branches. Immensely challenging yet wildly
fun, it's all about nimble manoeuvring, sharp
reflexes and a heap of concentration.

At the halfway point, we leave the Timber
Trail and head for our accommodation
at Waimiha's Blackfern Lodge. Delicious
thoughts of a steamy shower and comfy bed
keep me going, but the seven kilometres to
the lodge almost end me. One bastard never-
ending hill sees me slumping to the ground
in defeat. For half an hour I refuse to move
— partly out of exhaustion, partly out of pain,
mostly out of despair.

Somehow we arrive and [ make short
work of an icy cold beer before tucking into
a scrumptious beef hotpot and an eye-
wateringly good dessert. Then, after a hot
shower, peacetul, restful oblivion...

I awake to painful, awful reality. Everything
aches. My legs creak and groan, my palms
are battered and bruised - as is elsewhere.
Getting back on my bike is not a welcoming
prospect but, after devouring a cooked
breakfast — and a couple of painkillers —
we hit the trail.

We'd been told the Timber Trail has a ‘pick
your poison’ quality to it: day one is short
but difficult, day two is longer yet easier.
Being inexperienced riders we decide this
is the right way to do it, as my suffering
body couldn't have handled a second
day of vertiginous mountain climbs or the
quick thinking required to successtully
descend them.

Yesterday was a seat-of-my-padded-pants
rollercoaster, today is more relaxed. The
thrillingly narrow trail has widened, allowing
us to ride side by side; the claustrophobic
enclosed canopy has opened up, revealing
blue skies and stunning vistas that look
down on gorges framed by full, lush forest.

There are uphills to tackle, but they're
gentle and stretched out — though their
geniality makes them seem endless. But what
goes up...

Today, zipping downhill is a very different
experience. The trail's roomy downhill
straights roll on and on for kilometre after
kilometre and encourage crazy speeds faced
with reckless abandon.

Joyously blatting down as fast as possible
blasts all the weary pains right out of my body
and makes me forget all my uphill mutterings
and curses. Until [ hit the next hill and the
cycle repeats.

But, when I'm hurtling down, the world
obscured by motion blur and flat-out speed,
the only sounds the screaming wind and
the rackety-clack of my bike, that's when
I discover the thrilling joy of mountain biking.

Later that night is when I discover the vast
and exhaustive range of maladies that's
befallen my fatigued body but, by then, I'm
too zonked to care. Falling into bed and into
a deep slumber [ dream only of cycles and
cycle trails, mountains and mountain bikes,
and speed and more speed.

TRAVELLER

“The trail's

roomy
downhill
straights
encourage
crazy speeds
faced with
reckless
abandon.”

CLOCKWISE FROM
TOP LEFT: When the
vista opens up on day
two you get some
great views; deep in
the forest; the rustic
bike shed at the
Blackfern Lodge.

VISITOR INFORMATION

For info on the trail, see thetimbertrail.com or nzcycletrail.com
and to read more on cycling visit aadirections.co.nz/features
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SIMPLE PLEASURE

Kathryn Webster takes a short beach break not far from home

SHELL ON my desk reminds me

of a weekend at the beach. It is

a remnant of a whelk, rubbed

and tumbled and smoothed over

years at sea to become a lumpy
ring. I've had many such rings over the years,
rinsed clean of sand, slipped onto little fingers
as the beach walk continues. This souvenir
is from Mangawhai Heads' Ocean Beach,
of a glorious evening walk to where the cliff
top track ascends, rising to follow the edge
of land above crashing surf, gliding gulls,
endless views. It was a walk shared by many
— families, couples with dogs, solo walkers
striding out at sunset — some better than us at
sticking to the mission, resisting the temptation
of rock pools, sand patterns, collectable shells.

Near the surf club, a grey-haired couple
played on boogie boards. They bounced about
in the foam watching for what was coming,
then lunged into the rush of bubbles. Having
a blast; having the best end-of-day going.
We opted for a sedate swim in the estuary,

just around the headland. It was full tide
and calm and sheltered, and the water was
delicious. I'd been in the surf earlier in the day
—and had been in the estuary the evening
before, too.
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Late morning, we'd arrived at Mangawhai
Heads with instructions on finding the rented
bach. Right at the roundabout, up a steep
drive, a sharp turn and up an even steeper
bit... The steps up to the bach wobbled, but
the deck was solid enough and was wide
and long and presented the view to great
advantage — down the coast, over the sand
hills, up and over the lagoon. We watched
ships, way out, creep along the horizon.
Stars, brighter in the dark sky than ever in
the city, spangled far and wide and deep.

The bach was a sweetheart. Faded striped
curtains, art made from bunny tails and
cats-eye shells, and an old valve radio on
top of the fridge. The crockery and cutlery
were mismatched, the wallpaper was classic
1970s. It smelt of heat and sand and held
memories of thousands of holiday evenings,
of families playing cards and charades,
drinking cocoa from big ugly mugs and
eating toasted sandwiches.

If it had rained, we would have happily
stayed put, ensconced on the saggy old sofa,
reading and snoozing and considering lunch
options. But it didn't rain, so we explored.

A few kilometres away, in Mangawhai
village, we called in to Bennetts to watch

“It smelt

of heat

and sand
and held
memories of
thousands
of holiday
evenings...”

ABOVE: Mangawhai
Heads is a classic
stretch of East Coast
beach, ideal for walking
the length of, playing
on and swimming from.
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“Home
was only
an hour
and a half
away, but
it felt like
a world
away."

CLOCKWISE FROM
TOP: Surfing Ocean
Beach; view from
the clifftop walk;
Bennetts Cafe;
Mangawhai estuary.

the process of boutique chocolate making
and then, of course, to buy some. In the
same honey-coloured complex, we sat with
excellent coffees to study the map and drove
from there out of town a bit to check out the
local wineries. Yes, Mangawhai has wineries.
That adventure was a great way to see some
backcountry, to get the lay of the land and to
support the locals; well, I had to buy a bottle,
it would have been rude not to. Millars' Pinot
Gris: very nice.

Back at the village, we stopped at Smashed
Pipi for a snoop around the craft gallery and
called in to Mangawhai Pottery, too, where
[ was tempted to buy a beautiful grey-blue
bowl. Artists are in above-average supply in
these parts. I was told the Saturday morning
market is good for local craft, as well as for
local produce, much of it organic.

Mangawhai village has a few shops
and Mangawhai Heads, where we were
based, also has a handful - including
a deli, takeaways and a couple of
casual restaurants.

On the causeway between the two halves
of Mangawhai, an impressive-looking
museum is under construction and due to
open later this year.

TRAVELLER

Further up, toward the heads, the i-Site
provided maps and guides and friendly tips.
Next to it, with some of the best views going,
the local golf course buzzed with action.

I don't know the game, so the fact it's a links
course and is sand-based and all-weather
doesn't mean anything to me but, clearly,
Iwould have been welcome, regardless,
going by the enthusiastic recommendations
received from several locals.

Nearby, along a boardwalk through low
bush, a short trail led to a lookout tower.

We climbed the spiral for views across the
golf course, out to the heads, the sand hills,
surrounding farm land and out to sea. Hard
to believe that just down the coast was
Auckland. Home was only an hour and

a half's drive, but it felt like a world away.

The shell on my desk reminds me of time
passing, of opportunities waiting. I slip it
on my finger.

For more see mangawhai.co.nz

MEMBER BENEFIT

Book accommodation at aa.co.nz and receive
5% Member discount and 10c per litre AA Smartfuel
discount on over 1,400 properties.

aadirections.co.nz 75



Being (

happy is a big
part of being well.
Sadly, our research shows
that many older people feel
isolated and lonely. That's why we
created the Selwyn Centres for over 65s
to drop in for a cup of tea and a biscuit, games,
and some company. So far, more than 800 people
are enjoying the companionship our 39 centres provide,
and of course the health benefits that come with it.

Selwyn Centres are funded by The Selwyn Foundation and run by
the local parishes. As a charitable organisation dedicated to serving
older people and their families, we offer everything from funding of
charities and age research through to independent living and care for the
elderly. We believe in showing warmth and kindness to all, irrespective
of background, ethnicity or faith. It’s all the result of caring about older
people, not just for them.

To find out more about everything we do, visit selwyncare.org.nz.

The Selwyn & &
Foundation ¢ >
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Alice Galletly discovers the pleasure is in the journey

Y THE TIME we emerge

from Britomart station we

have covered our table

in books, coffee cups and

mulffin crumbs. The last
time [ caught the Northern Explorer
I set up an elaborate board game
and an antipasto platter. The train is
luxuriously spacious like that — a bit
like travelling across the country in
your own living room.

We are going to Ohakune on the
main trunk line, but it doesn't really
matter where we end up. This 100
tonne-hulk of groaning, clanking
steel — with its warm wood-panelled
carriages and generous picture
windows — is the real destination.

Even the industrial bit at the start
is exciting. We pass graffiti-covered
shipping crates and old trains, rusty
car yards and factories puffing
white steam. In South Auckland, we
can see right over fences into yards
crowded with trampolines, swing
sets and washing lines. It must be a
bit annoying to live here, I think, and
have strangers seeing your knickers
hanging in the wind each day.

Suburbs blossom into farmland and
I'm suddenly glad it's winter. The low
morning sun casts a gold polish over
the land, making the colours of the
Waikato pop. At Taupiri, a Saturday
morning rugby game has brought
half the town to the school field, while
the mountain behind them, dotted
with gravestones, keeps score.

Nine out of ten people on the train
are tourists. You can just tell. An
Italion family is sitting across from us
and they're not speaking English, but
we can hear their voices rise in pitch
whenever we pass something of note
—such as swishy-tailed lambs running
away from the train.

The windows are like huge flat-
screen TVs, and for the next few hours
it's prime viewing: boggy wetlands
thick with mist, tiny settlements dotted

ABOVE: Crossing a
gorge on one of the
main trunk line’s many
towering viaducts.

with railway cottages. Sometimes the
train squeezes through tight crevices
and the banks either side seem close
enough to touch, then suddenly
the land bursts wide open, offering
boundless views over valleys and
pine forests. We snooze and read
and miss bits, knowing we'll have a
chance to catch it all again tomorrow.
People have been travelling the
main trunk line for over a century,
but the journey wasn't always so
comfortable. For decades passengers
had to get off the train at midnight,
swarming Taumarunui station for a
pie and weak tea. These days, there's
a dining carriage serving Wishbone
meals and a bar if you fancy a beer
with your lunch, which we do.
Headsets provide commentary for
those who want it, and [ pop mine on
in time to hear about the Raurimu
Spiral. This is the MTL's piéce de
résistance: a series of tight loops
and tunnels that allow the train to
overcome a steep incline. It's quite
confusing when we're in the middle

TRAVELLER

ot it; T have to pull out a map to see
what shape we're making.

On reaching the tough brown
planes of the Volcanic Plateau,
Ruapehu becomes a constant fixture
on the horizon. She rises boldly beside
Ngauruhoe, both wearing white and
gleaming brilliantly against the sky.
We spend the last leg in the train’'s
open-air viewing carriage, which is
where you go to be reminded that
you're moving 100km/h. It's loud and
windy and freezing cold, but the
only place to be when crossing the
dizzying Rangitikei gorge.

And then we reach Ohakune,
which is on the cusp of the ski season
and all but dead. We check into
our cozy room at the Powderhorn
Chateau and wander down the
middle of the road, passing one lone
bicyclist on the way to the Big Carrot.
A swim in the hotel pool, a hot meal
by the Powderhorn's open fire, and
then bed. We're just filling in time
really, counting the hours until we
can get back on the train.
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WONDERFUL

Liz Light hunts for Western Australia’'s‘wildflowers

Y FRIEND MICHAEL has a large
comfortable Mercedes with a full
tank of gas and he loves driving.
It's late September, smack in
the middle of the wildflower
season and I'm keen to witness this annual
phenomenon about which [ have read many
rave reviews.
With Michael as guide, we leave Perth
and head north west and are barely out
of the city, in the lifestyle-block zone, when
I see fields of cornflower blue — my first
wildflowers, which [ later find out are in
the Lobelia family. They're pretty, but tricky
wee things; they close up as soon as the
sun goes behind a cloud creating a boring
field of green and, so far, patches of sun
are few.
Toodyay, a heritage town of brick and
corrugated iron, nudges the Avon River.
The historic buildings and river walks could
be interesting, but we are on a wildflower
mission and, after a quick coffee stop, we
move on. The waitress says the flowers are
better north of here, so we head to New
Nortica 70km away. It's pretty country, with
fields of gently rolling winter wheat, streams,
and roadsides edged with giant eucalyptus
in which flocks of pink parrots squabble.
But there are few wildflowers.
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New Nortica is a one-horse town, with a
hundred monks. It's a Benedictine monastic
community, a slice of Spain in the Australian
bush. We have no time for prayers in the
monastery chapel or Mass in the abbey
church or even for spiritual direction, which is
available on request, but we do get directions
to where the wildflowers are.

Local knowledge is a wondertul thing.

The back roads to Moora are lined with
flowers, almost from the tarmac edge to the
farm fences, and they are in full, glorious
spring bloom. I expected swathes of the
same species, but find kangaroo paw next
to cowslip orchids, a brown and gold flower
in the pea family creeping up banksias, and
bright daisies next to big buttercups.

While Michael reads the paper in the car,
I'm in flower heaven. [ ignore spiders, ants
and other potential crawling hazards and
kneel on the damp ground, getting close to
many different blooms with my macro lens.
At times like this, I particularly love photography.
It forces me to notice the beauty of these
sometimes small flowers and their overlooked
details: black hairy buds of the kangaroo paw,
throats of orchids with animal-like tongues
and teeth, and fine folds in the petals of a lilac
hibiscus flower. I'm awed by the diversity,
delicacy and beauty of these spring miracles.

ABOVE: Western
Australia has thousands
of species of wildflowers;
the season is from August
to November.
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North of Moora we stop at the Western
Wildflower Farm. Ronda Tonkin started
picking and drying wildflowers in 1975 on
the 7000-hectare sheep and wheat farm her
family owns. She had been a schoolteacher
and, when her babies came along,
wildflowers seemed like a business that
she could fit in with motherhood. Now 1600
hectares of the farm are set aside specifically
for flowers and Ronda employs dozens of
people — picking and helping her with the
drying and packing — and sells containers
of dried flowers to Japan, the United States
and Europe.

The drying shed is full with row upon row
of pink and white everlasting daisies and
various varieties of banksias hanging head
down in bunches. There are wild flowers
all year, says Ronda, though they are most
profuse in late September and October.
Western Wildflower Farm has 4,000 species
on its price list and there are thousands
more that aren't suited to drying.

The website of the Wildflower Society of
Western Australia says there are 9,437 plant
species in Western Australia, from 1,543
genera and 226 families. It explains that this
enormous biodiversity has evolved because
Western Australia has been a stable platform
since before the origin of flowering plants,

TRAVELLER

and evolution hasn't been interfered with

by volcanism or glaciation. Also, it's a huge
land area and offers plants an extraordinary
variety of soils and climates. The Fitzgerald
River valley, alone, has more plant species
than the United Kingdom.

Ronda tells us that to see vast expanses
of wildflowers we need to go further west,
away from the intense farming of this area
or to the Badgingarra National Park where
there was a big bush fire a couple of years
ago. Apparently, flowers flourish after a burn.
But, unfortunately, it's already the middle of
the afternoon, we are 230km from Perth and
it's time to head home.

Michael drives home via sneaky back roads
—he says he has a hunch - and, in doing so,
we find some of the swathes of wildflowers
I had been hoping to see. Fields of pink and
white everlasting daisies form a carpet from
the road to distant trees and, to top it off, when
I get out of the car, three kangaroos hop away.
All T need now is a flock of pink parrots to fly
into this magnificent picture.

VISITOR INFORMATION

For more, see westernaustralia.com

For self-drive itineraries, see driveforyoursenses.co.nz
See aa.co.nz/travel for special Member travel deals in
Australia.
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2 finds Kiwi connectlons in thevib

ODERN BEIJING, THE

centre of both an ancient

empire and a 21st Century

economic miracle, is
bustling and sophisticated.

The stolid Mao-era apartment
blocks and office buildings are still
there, but so are glittering new
high-rise towers. Sprouting along
multi-lane boulevards are enormous
buildings with strange angles,
odd shapes and cut-out sections
showing daylight. Some are designed
simply to attract attention, others
are practising feng shui, the art of
balancing natural forces for good
health and fortune.
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EIJING

The people are open and eager
to be friendly. There's a sense of
fun in Beijing, and fashions on the
street are anything but identical.
Cyclists have their own fenced cycle
lanes alongside the six or eight-
lane thoroughfares, and a hugely
expanded subway system whizzes
commuters round this city of
22 million.

A few hutongs — centuries-old
backstreet areas of narrow lanes
and communal courtyards —
remain, although largely as tourist
attractions. Most were demolished
for redevelopment prior to the 2008
Olympics. In suburbs further from the

rant capital of modern China

centre, old commercial and industrial
areas have been re-purposed’ for
housing and boutique areas, such

as an arts precinct.

The 798 Arts District, based around
an old electronics factory bearing that
street number, is a magnet for trendy
Beijingers. For tourists, it provides
a glimpse of ‘cool Beijing’, with
galleries, studios and design shops
along pedestrian-only lanes. And
here, in the midst of the 'cool’, a
New Zealand flag catches my eye.

A caté called Flat White shows off
our Southern Cross alongside the
red and gold Chinese flag. The
barista doesn't speak much English,
but she makes a perfect coffee for
taste buds honed in Wellington.

This café is one of five Flat Whites
across Beijing, set up by the owner of
Wellington café Fidel's, Roger Young,
and a Chinese partner. They also
have a coffee wholesale business,
Rickshaw Roasters.

Back in the city centre, within
walking distance of the Forbidden
City (Beijing’s main tourist attraction),
New Zealand has burst onto the
beverage scene in what is widely
regarded as the best restaurant in
Beijing. Temple Restaurant Beijing —
ranked number one for fine dining by

PHOTOGRAPHY: PAM NEVILLE



CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Local restaurants
with elements of traditional design; contemporary
cuisine in Temple is extremely good; street food

is everywhere.

all the current reviews — has a magical location
within a complex of ancient temples. My group
sits down to a set menu of five courses, each
matched to a wine from a list rooted firmly

in Europe. The sommelier didn't know we

were New Zealanders, but — lo and behold

— a Marlborough wine has been chosen to
accompany the first course. The dish is chilled
pea soup with lightly-seared salmon, the wine
2010 Dog Point sauvignon blanc.

But the major New Zealand presence at
Temple Restaurant Beijing comes in the form of
water. Antipodes Water, sourced and bottled in
Whakatane in the Bay of Plenty, is now the only
water on the tables, served in preference to
Evian, San Pellegrino and all the other bottled
mineral waters of the world.

Antipodes’ General Manager Deborah
McLaughlin pulled off the deal by booking
a lunch table at Temple and taking her water
along with her. The maitre d’ was impressed,
and called in the owner. A week later,
Antipodes became the sole provider of water
to Temple.

QOut on the streets, young Chinese love ice
cream, and New Zealand Natural has been
doing well in Beijing for several years. This
year, a Southland ice cream maker, Deep
South, has done a deal with Big Pizza —

a major chain — to supply ice cream.

We're in the pizza business, too. Gung
Ho! Pizza, owned by New Zealanders John
O'Loghlen and Jade Gray, is expanding fast.
The name was inspired by China-based
New Zealander Rewi Alley, a story well-told
on the Gung Ho! website.

Beijing is a vibrant city, no longer the grey
monotony of 20 years ago (despite the grey
smog overhead most days). It's easy to see
why Lonely Planet ranked it fifth on the list of
Top 10 Cities to Visit in 2013. The hip, the cool,
the colourful — and the Kiwi — have become
part of the fabric of this ancient city, which now
beams with a confident, contemporary face.

AA

Pam Neville travelled to Beijing as a guest of Cathay Pacific
and The Peninsula Hotel - cathaypacific.com; peninsula.com
See aa.co.nz/travel for travel insurance.

www.plumbingworld.co.nz

local
learn in 8lack.

At Plumbing World, we don’t just dress
in black because it looks good.

We're a cooperative; a team of kiwi plumbers
who work together to get you the best deals
on top-quality products.

Visit Plumbing World today for all your bathroom
and plumbing requirements, to find out more
about our fantastic products and services —
and to see our team in action.

Kieran Read, Plumbing World Brand Ambassador

. -LLEIﬂ _LIS,.
plumbingworld

bathrooms, laundries, kitchens and gaos...
it’s what we know

Branches Nationwide. Freephone 0800 800 686
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An icy adventure

Brett Atkinson joins a small boat cruise in Alaska

HE LAST THING [ expected to

encounter was an American bald

eagle drifting on a slab of ice

just metres from my sea kayak.

Factor in a curious seal pup
staring wide-eyed from nearby, and the
advantages of cruising southeast Alaska's
Glacier Bay National Park on a small craft
become obvious.

The Endeavour is packed to the gunwales
with inflatable Zodiacs, sea kayaks and
paddle boards. While Alaska is more often
explored on cruise liners with up to 3000
passengers, our agile craft with just 80
passengers could negotiate concealed coves
and hidden harbours; and Animal Planet
moments like my eagle and seal pup combo
are the norm, not the exception.

Our week-long journey, punctuated by
active adventure, begins from the low-key
Alaskan capital of Juneau. Departing along
the narrow Gastineau Channel, the boat
cruises past big liners queued like road trains
at a border crossing. Elemental shape-shifting
clouds drift apart to reveal spruce forests and,
as indigo mountains surge upwards, our craft
is rapidly subsumed by Alaskan wilderness.
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Early the following afternoon the
wilderness reveals the leviathan mass of
Dawes Glacier. Huddled together in Zodiacs,
we cruise towards the glacier's giant
terminus comprised of overlapping shards
of precipitous ice.

“There's no bad weather in Alaska —
just bad gear,” warned expedition leader
Matt Symanowicz at the first night briefing.

A trifecta of beanie, gloves and multiple
thermal layers keeps me cocooned from
the chilled zephyrs drifting off the glacier's
sprawling icefield. [ found a volley of shots
of peppermint schnapps with hot chocolate
effective at warming from within.

Bobbing around 400 metres from the
glacier's expansive face — the closest that
boats are allowed to venture — elemental
creaking sounds emanate from within the ice.
Massive frozen towers crumble into the water
and a few seconds later the telltale sound of
the calving glacier echoes around the bay.

Between the Alaskan bookends of a slowly
advancing river of centuries-old ice and
making eye contact with pint-sized seal pups,
life onboard soon assumes its own compelling
routine. Gourmet breakfasts set us up well.

ABOVE: Taking
Zodiac rides to see
icebergs up close
was a highlight

of the cruise.

PHOTOGRAPHY: UN-CRUISE ADVENTURES



“On cue, a
brown bear
is sighted
swimming
in the
forested
shadows of
the bay.”

At least two different activities are on offer
each morning and afternoon. Dinner is
preceded by a relaxed cocktail hour, and a
convivial bar ensures guests are soon on first-
name terms with the crew and each other.

Bonding with other passengers is also
strongly advocated beyond the confines of
the boat.

"Stay together as a group and try and look
big,” is the recommended action plan if we
were to chance upon a bear. While exploring
forests carpeted with iridescent spongy moss,
a few animal tracks criss-cross our narrow
walking path, but the verdant mayhem
swallows them up within metres.

For an encounter with a moose — a more
irrational and unpredictable creature
apparently — the advice is more individual.
"Just get behind the nearest tree.”

When we do eventually encounter these
animals, it's around Red Bluff Bay on Baranof
Island, a compact harbour only navigable by
smaller boats. The Endeavour negotiates a
narrow entrance to expose a cove framed by
quicksilver waterfalls of melting spring snow.

"This is bear country,” says guide Paulino
Perez as our Zodiac approaches a grassy
meadow. On cue, a brown bear is sighted
swimming in the forested shadows of the
bay's calm waters before clambering slowly
onto the bank, bobbing and rolling into long
grass enlivened by recent rain.

On an adjacent bank a broad-racked
moose is even less obviously concealed

TRAVELLER

LEFT: Sea-kayaking in Glacier Bay is not
something all visitors to the region get to do.

before it barges awkwardly and audibly
like a four-legged wrecking ball into the
dense forest. Cruising slowly back to the
boat, Alaska's stellar reputation for wildlife
is further reinforced as a floating raft of sea
otters drifts languidly past and a dramatic
aerial fight sees a gutsy seagull escaping
into trees to evade harassment by a much
larger eagle.

Marine wildlife also features regularly.
When humpback whales commence the
rare behaviour of bubble net feeding in
Icy Strait, the decision is made to defer dinner.
Ensconced in Zodiacs a few hundred metres
from the pod, we're treated to several whales
conspiring to entrap schools of tiny fish by
producing a series of ever-decreasing circles
of underwater bubbles. As a spectacular
coda, another two giant humpbacks breach
continuously near the feeding; as we journey
back to the Safari Endeavour, foaming white
splashes of water continue to flash on the
near horizon.

The following morning, another meal is
postponed when breakfast is ambushed by
a pod of orcas surfing on the boat's bow
wave. With the on-deck alternative of
espresso and still-warm croissants, no one
is complaining.

As we finally arrive in the northern reaches
of Glacier Bay National Park there's one last
opportunity for the Endeavour to shine. More
than 500,000 travellers visit annually, but just
5000 visitors ever get to hike or kayak in the
park. As the only big liner we've seen in six
days departs south down Glacier Bay, I dip
my kayak paddles into silky moraine-infused
waters and steer for the dense turquoise bulk
of Reid Glacier.

An audacious amphitheatre of ocean,
mountains, ice and snow surrounds me, but
I'm pretty sure the eagle floating coolly off my
starboard bow has seen it all before...

VISITOR INFORMATION

Brett Atkinson visited Alaska with the support of
Un-Cruise Adventures, World Journeys and Travel Alaska.
World Journeys represent Un-Cruise Adventures in

New Zealand - see worldjourneys.co.nz

For travel insurance, see aa.co.nz/travel
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Kathryn Webster finds Tonga utterly intoxicating

AGIC HAPPENS IN Tonga.

What proot do [ have? The

complete transformation I

experienced, from harried and

frazzled to relaxed and calm,
within minutes of stepping onto Fatfa Island.
Surely some magic was involved.

I'd boarded a solid little yacht in the main
town centre on Tongatapu for the half hour
trip to Fata, melting into the warmth of the
day, the surrounding sea calm and clear and
inviting. Behind me, the scene of Nuku'alofa,
with its rock-walled port and picturesque ship
wrecks, slipped into a heat haze. Ahead lay
Fata, one of several clichéd enticing coral
islands on the horizon, each with rings of
white sand and swaying coconut palms.

There are 14 fales on Fafa, built along
the lines of traditional architecture; the
combination of woven wall panels, roofs like
upturned boats, wood and cane furniture and
deep verandas was perfect, somehow. It was
what [ wanted of a Pacific Island fale. No air
con, no TV, low light; posies of hibiscus, an
outside shower. At the end of that first day,
having slow-walked around the island in half
an hour, swum in the warm lagoon and lain
in the sun on a private slice of beach - the
bush loud with raucous birdsong, the sun
splashing pink into the still tide — I couldn't
have been more relaxed.

The sea made a soft phizzz with each
lapping wave's arrival, like cool water might
sound on sunburnt skin.

Tempting as it was to spend the entire
morning of day two in a hammock slung
between palm trees, I roused myself for
some gentle kayaking and swimming, before
lunch in the resort's small restaurant at an
open-air table on a deck over the sand.
Then I signed up for an excursion to Malinoa
Island, a 20-minute boat ride from Fafa.
Moses knew his way around the coral, zig-
zagging the small boat across the turquoise
bay. He dropped me at the island's edge and
putted out to sort the anchor, leaving me

momentarily alone on this idyllic beauty spot.

The area is a marine reserve and
so provided brilliant and easy reward
diving with just a snorkel and mask, with
multicoloured coral of many different shapes
and sizes and a multitude of bright darting
fish. It was an incredible visual feast in water
so clear, calm and silky that I could have
stayed in it for hours.

I walked around the small island on super-
soft sand, then sat drinking a fresh coconut
delivered by Moses and, noting how utterly
content [ felt, wished for some more magic
involving time standing still.

Later in the day, the solid little yacht
carried me back to Tongatapu to a night
in a hotel over the road from the port. The

balmy evening, loaded with perfume, carried

musical noises from the neighbourhood.
Market stalls selling coconuts, cassava,
bananas and stacks of firewood lined the
footpath until the sun went down.

FROM THE TOP: It doesn't
get much better than this
- private hammock slung
between coconut palms; a
Fafa fale; perfect weather.
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“.fromisland
toisland, one
eye on the
land ahead,
one eye on the
reef below.”

ABOVE: Tea time on Fafa
Island; the calm sea within
Tongatapu's coral reef

is ideal for kayaking.

There's a rustic quality to Tonga. Children
run around in bare feet, people hang washing
from fences outside very basic houses.
Chickens and pigs and their incredibly cute
spotty piglets run free-range, and skinny
dogs chase cars that have seen better days
— quite a long time ago.

Driving out to see blowholes along the
southern coast, where the sea explodes
upward with terrifying, furious rigour, I
passed through tiny messy villages with
impressive churches. Cemeteries boasted
beautifully tended plots, bright with flags
and white painted crosses loud against the
blue sky. Families tended gardens, old folk
sat in the shade, kids rode too-big bikes,
some tyre-less.

Tonga is about the seq, really — especially
for visitors — so I didn't linger inland, but
headed back to the coast, this time with Vila
and Tim who run a kayaking tour business.
They drove me to the eastern edge of
Tongatapu, past where Captain Cook first
landed, past the old royal tombs and past
Ha'amonga'a Maui — a monument dating
from 1200AD made of slabs of stone weighing
at least 30 tonnes each, delivered somehow
from Wallis Island, hundreds of kilometres
away. Further along the coastal road my
cries of astonishment were followed by a
quick stop: I had to photograph the fishing
pigs, standing staunch in the receding tide
with their snouts underwater.

We launched our kayaks between
mangroves and paddled across to a
lonely islet where two dogs met us and
accompanied our loop of it. Someone was
busy with construction somewhere inland.
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We pushed off for a shorter paddle, past
calligraphic fish traps fencing in bits of reef, to
Pangaimotu Island, another white-sand beach
with palm trees and clear water. This island
has a bar — Big Mama's — a favourite with
visiting yacht crews and expats, especially
on Sundays when Tonga closes for church.

Big Mama's hangs over the water. Once
patrons finish swimming, lying on the beach
and diving off the nearby rusting wreck, they
buy beer and burgers and sit in the shade. It's
a dishevelled scene, with messages scrawled
on walls and rafters, sand underfoot and
photographs revealing good times, soaked in
laid-back, amicable fun. Music from another
era trickles from low-fi speakers.

Taking up the refrain of some sweet, old-
fashioned song, [ pulled my kayak back to
the water's edge summoning the last burst
of energy required to get back to Tongatapu.
Dipping my paddle, left right left right,

a warm wind ruffling the surface of the
twinkling sea, I had a sense of belonging in
this watery world. It felt right to be pulling
my weight across the sea. | imagined, over
thousands of years, others transporting
themselves from island to island, one eye on
the land ahead, one eye on the reef below.

I realized, as the beach drew near, that
even after paddling 10 kms, I was still relaxed.
So what if the next part of the day involved
packing and getting to the airport. Right now,
right here? Magic.

VISITOR INFORMATION

June to October is the best time to visit Tonga.

See tongaholiday.com for more information on travel
to Tonga. See aa.co.nz/travel for travel insurance.
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A delicately hand-crafted brooch honouring

those who served our nation courageously

Only 2
instalments of

$49.99

(plus p&h)

HAND-APPLIED 18-CARAT
GOLD PLATE

GENUINE SWAROVSKI CRYSTALS
An elegant symbol of life’s fragility, the poppy makes a

fitting tribute to those who laid down their lives in service

of our great nation. Now you can honour a loved one who
served with the “Flanders Fields Poppy Brooch,” a tasteful
fine jewellery exclusive from The Bradford Exchange.

A moving first-of-a-kind design
Inspired by Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae’s epic poem
In Flanders Fields, this stunning treasure brings its poppies
to life again to honour our diggers in a truly meaningful
way. Hand-applied 18-carat gold-plate accents the finely-
crafted brooch to create a truly opulent look. Six radiant
Swarovski crystals rest in the centre of the bloom which is
hand-enamelled in red to capture the lifelike vibrancy of the
poppy. Wear this elegant brooch next to your heart and
know that our diggers will be remembered always. The
brooch is accompanied by a Certificate of Authenticity
reproducing McCrae’s In Flanders Fields poem as a beautiful

Certificate reproduces
the In Flanders Fields

poem

IN FLaNDERS FIELDS

Joshn McCrae, May 1915

finishing touch.

Superb Value. Money-back Guarantee.
This exclusive brooch is exceptional value at just $99.98,
payable in two easy, interest-free instalments of $49.99,
plus $9.99 postage and handling and backed by our 120-
day guarantee. This touching Anzac tribute is only
available from The Bradford Exchange for a limited time,

Shown larger than actual
size of 7cm in length

so don’t miss out. To reserve your brooch, send no money
now. Just return the coupon or go online today.

A FINE JEWELLERY EXCLUSIVE FROM
THE BRADFORD EXCHANGE

THE PAY NOTHING NOW

i BRAD FORD Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms First Name:
E EXC HAN G E Surname:
i Please Respond ;.
Arrives in a : Promptly
4 Postcode:
handste i YES! Please reserve the
presentation case : “Flanders Fields PODPY  pyone: (oiona)
with a Certificate of i Brooch” as described in this
Authenticity i advgrtiseme?;.‘ Funderstand I groait (opiona)
feed pay nothing now. Please select @’your preferred reservation option:
i 1. [ MAIL no stamp required, to: Y
3 5 inns 1 The Bradford Exchange, Freepost No.98331,
AP d"”:"’ L LLLTCLULTE {(osowsiises PO Box 91901, Victoria Street West, Auckland 1142
www.bradford.net.nz | G o or 2. () FAX o 0800 241 758 - 24hrs
l]uoling prumotion code: 221 30 time, we may allow carefully screened =]
e et o or 3. ) ONLINE at www. bradford. net.nz i
©2014 The Bratford Exchange Ltd. A.B.N. 13 003 158 617 swsaston - RUECHE) quoting promotion code: 22130




The simple way 10

save on fuel

Fuwrestone

)

APPLIANCES

CALTEX

Smart tips for saving more

Redeem up to Accumulate Link cards
50 litres for up to 2 months Join cards and make a group
with the rest of your household
You can use your savings once on up to Savings must be redeemed by the end of to save even faster.
50 litres of fuel. To maximise your savings, the following calendar month, e.g. a fuel
it pays to fill up as close to 50 litres as discount dated 1 through 31 March will
you can because your account balance will expire on 30 April.

return to zero after each redemption.

To find out more visit AAsmartfuel.co.nz




Vanessa Fennelly

Marketing Manager for AA Finance

WHEN PEOPLE THINK of the AA, roadside e
rescues are usually the first thing that spring

with a range of other things, too — everything
from booking holidays to buying cars. » -

‘Hh
|

- to mind. But these days the AA can help out a - :\'
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» Vanessa Fennelly is the
Marketing Manager for AA
Finance, which means working
behind the scenes to improve
and increase awareness around
products like AA Car Loans.

"My job is to come up with
marketing plans and initiatives to
attract customers to AA Finance,
and keep our existing customers
happy,” she explains.

“"Our main focus is car loans,
but we also offer finance for boats,
motorbikes and caravans. We
offer car leasing and finance for
businesses, as well.”

The car loan industry is highly
competitive in New Zealand and,
50, the challenge for Vanessa is to
help give AA Finance the edge.

"We're constantly brainstorming,
and implementing offers and
improvements for the benefit of
our customers.

"We're very competitively priced
in terms of the interest rates we
offer, but I think what's really great
about AA Finance is that we're not

a fly-by-night operation. The AA
has been around for 110 years and
we've been financing car loans for
over 20, so we're a very reputable
firm. And I like to think we treat
our customers very welll”

Vanessa says some people
are put off car loans because the
interest rates are typically higher
than home loan rates, so the
temptation is just to add the car loan
to the mortgage. But, she says, that's
not necessarily a better option.

"With a car loan, you usually
pay it off over a much shorter
period of time than you would a
home loan so, while the interest
rate may be higher, the interest
paid over the period of the loan
works out to be less.”

Vanessa, who has over 10 years'
experience working in marketing,
says her favourite thing about this
job is "being able to unleash a
good dollop of creativity”.

"There's plenty of freedom to
try out new things, and I really
enjoy finding ways to improve

our customers’ experience. I also
love working with people, and
marketing is very much about
building relationships.”

With plenty of car enthusiasts
working for the AA, it's always fun
to ask staff members what vehicle
they drive.

“Nothing flash,” Vanessa
laughs. “I drive a 2005 Mitsubishi
Diamante. My husband is the real
car nut.

“He built, from scratch, a
Redline Clubman Sprint — a red
convertible, which looks a little
like a Lotus — and he races it in a
Clubman's Sportscar series.”

It turns out Vanessa doesn't quite
share his need for speed.

"I've been with him in his racing
car once. [ didn't even complete a
tull lap because I was too scared!
It's just way, way too fast.”

Sounds fair enough.

> AA Members get $50 off the loan
establishment fees when signing up
for an AA Finance Car Loan. For more
information see aa.co.nz/car-loans

That
Place

Do you know where in NZ

these images were taken?
Get all three correct and

we'll enter you in the draw

to win $100 Caltex StarCash

to help fuel your winter travel.

Enter at aa.co.nz/mysteryimage

Follow AA Traveller on Facebook
for more mystery images, fun NZ
facts, travel tips, accommodation
ideas, travel photos & more.
facebook.com/AATraveller f
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COVER UP FOR WINTER

If you're planning on driving
out of town this winter, think
about adding AA Plus to
your Membership.

"With AA Plus, if your car
breaks down more than 100km
away from home, and we can't
get it going again on the same
day, you have more options,”
says Dougal Swift, General
Manager of Membership and
Brand. “We can help you with
somewhere to stay for up to
three days, if you want to be

with your car while it's repaired.

"We want to make sure your
adventure goes smoothly, and
that you get to see the most of
what New Zealand has to offer,
so we recommend AA Plus for
all travellers,” says Dougal.

If you want to keep travelling,
we'll sort out a rental car for
up to three days. Alternatively,
we'll get your vehicle towed
all the way home — from Cape
Reinga to Bluff, if required!”
AA Plus is only $49 extra a
year (or $24.50 per year, if your
partner or spouse at the same

= For more information, check out
our video at aa.co.nz/aaplus, call us
on 0800 500 444 or visit your nearest

address already has AA Plus). ~ AA Centre.
Each AA Plus claim value
is up to a maximum of $800, AA Motoring

including GST, with an overall
maximum annual subscription
claim of $1,500, including GST.

Let us take care of this

When you choose AA Battery Service you get:

* $25 discount* for AA Members

+ A mobile service that comes to you and replaces your
battery on the spot, in most areas, 365 days a year

+ Awarranty of up to 3 years on new batteries

Call 0800 222 014 or visit aa.co.nz/batteries

AA Motoring Battery Service

*Only applicable when a battery is purchased via AA Mobile Battery Service. 4 HER .,--x %
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ALL ABROAD

If you're planning an overseas holiday this
winter, check the driver licence requirements
in the countries you're travelling to before
you leave New Zealand. If you are renting

a vehicle you may require an International
Driving Permit (IDP), a form of identification
accepted in over 150 countries. IDPs are
written in eight different languages for ease
of communication in countries where English
is not the first language.

"IDPs can be issued immediately at any
AA Centre, if the correct documentation and
a recent ID photograph are supplied,” says
Kirsty Vincent, Product Manager for Retail
and Tourism. “If you need updated ID or
passport photos, our AA Centres can take
these, too.

"Remember, an IDP must be used in
conjunction with your current New Zealand
driver's licence, so don't forget to take this
licence overseas with you, too.”

= For more information on IDPs, visit aa.co.nz/idp or your
nearest AA Centre.

AA Motoring

COUPON OFFER

Save up to 20% when you purchase an
International Driving Permit and an
Identification photo at the same time,
at your nearest AA Centre.

IDP + ID photo = $30

Conditions:

e Coupon offer is only available at AA
Centres and coupon must be presented
to receive discount

e Valid 15 July 2014 — 15 August 2014

¢ Discount code IDP
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Ask an Expert

Not every car buyer knows the difference between
a con rod and a crankshatft, but understanding
what's happening under the bonnet is a key
consideration when buying a car — especially if it's
a little older, with a few kilometres on the clock.

"The best way to gain peace of mind before
parting with a large sum of cash is to get an
expert to provide reassurance about any areas of
concern,” says Kyle Lincoln, National Manager for
Motoring Services.

For example, knowing the head gasket is
showing signs of failure can prevent a later repair
bill of thousands of dollars.

"Typically, a head gasket check by a mechanic
will cost upwards of $55. Add a few other checks
to that total, such as a coolant pressure test ($55)
and a compression test ($110), and the bill just to
provide peace of mind has passed $200.

" Alternatively, an expert can check more than
100 items as part of an AA Vehicle Inspection,
and then give you a report detailing any issues
before you buy the car,” says Kyle. There are
30 inspection sites around New Zealand, as well
as mobile inspectors in Auckland, Wellington
and Christchurch.

The inspection covers the vehicle exterior for rust
and accident damage, interior operational checks,
the drive line, general state of the engine and
cooling system, suspension and steering, brake
performance, wheels, tyres and a test drive.
® An AA Vehicle Inspection covering more than 100

items costs AA Members $149 and other motorists $169.
Call 0800 907 788 or go to aa.co.nz/ppi to book.

AA Motoring




YOUR WINTER ESCAPE PLAN

Travelling to a warm country is a popular option
for winter-averse New Zealanders. Here are some
tips to help ensure your holiday goes smoothly.

Chat with a local. Ask about the tides, where
the safest swim spots are and where the lifeguards
are on duty.

If you are travelling with a companion, swim
one at a time, leaving someone to guard your
belongings. If you are travelling solo, buy a small
waterprootf bag, so that you can take your things
into the water with you.

Swim between the flags so a lifeguard is on
hand, if you get into any peril. And, if you have
started on the cocktails, stay out of the water as
alcohol impairs judgement and coordination.

As well as applying sunscreen regularly, stay
hydrated to avoid heatstroke or heat exhaustion.
Umbrellas are an easy way to enjoy the beach
without risk, or wear a hat.

Of course, accidents and incidents still happen,
even if you do follow the best advice, so we
recommend taking AA Travel Insurance on any
overseas trip.

= Book online at aatravelinsurance.co.nz, call 0800 500 444
or visit your nearest AA Centre.

AA Insurance

Cold Comfort

In winter, your car needs to be in the best possible
condition to ensure it is safe on the road. Cold and
damp conditions put more stress on electrical
systems, including batteries and spark plugs, and
wet roads can be treacherous if tyres don't have
sufficient tread or pressure. The AA Roadservice
team has a few tips to help avoid a breakdown
and to remain as safe as possible in winter.

e Get your car serviced. If your car is due for a
service, get it done before winter sets in. Ask
for the battery and spark plugs to be checked.

e Check tyre pressure and tread at least once
a month. Tyres that can't grip won't keep you
safe, especially when driving on wet roads.

e Ensure windscreen wiper blades are in good
condition. If not, replace them. Clean windows
can make a big difference in bad weather.

e Get your battery tested. Cold conditions are a
battery's worst enemy and it's often not until the

MY AA

AA app keeps
getting better

The AA's Roadservice mobile app is growing
in popularity and developments are in the
pipeline to improve the services it provides.

Citroen, which has a tailor-made version of
the app, is driving one of these enhancements.
The company uses AA Autoglass for chip
repairs and windscreen replacements and
Citroen customers will soon be able to use the
app to access help for glass issues with the
push of a button.

This innovation will improve speed of access
and resolution times. It also ties in well with
Citroen'’s ‘Creative Technology’ programme.
As Simon Rose, Citroen NZ Divisional
Manager says: "It is vital for us to deliver and
live our brand promise, both in specification
levels for our vehicles and for the technology
services we provide. The faster and more
simply issues such as chipped windscreens
can be resolved, the better.”

= The AA Roadservice mobile app is available on iPhone,
Android and Windows 8 phones.

AA Motoring

onset of cold weather and increased engine
cranking loads that weaknesses are exposed.
If you need a new battery, contact AA Battery
Service on 0800 500 222.

Ensure sufficient antifreeze is in the coolant
system. Antifreeze not only ensures that your
coolant doesn't freeze when travelling in
colder parts of the country, but it also acts as
a corrosion inhibitor, so keeps your coolant
circulating and your cooling system operating
as it should.

AA Motoring
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KNOW-HOW

Ever put reading your insurance policy in the too-hard
basket? Here's a quick guide to understanding insurance

How does insurance work?
Insurance premiums are the amount
customers pay for their insurance.
Each customer’s premium gets paid
into a pool from which all claims
are paid.

Insurance companies statistically
predict the number of claims they
expect to pay out each year. As a
general car, home and contents
insurer, AA Insurance covers a
significant number of assets in New
Zealand, so our sample size is very
large, which helps us predict claim
numbers. Once we've worked out the
number of claims we're expecting
to receive, we can predict the cost
of those claims we need to pay out,
and how much premiums will be
for customers.

From there, we can determine how
premiums are allocated between
customers. Some people are more
likely to make a claim than others,
so are considered to be a greater
risk. Premiums are calculated
accordingly; some customers will
pay more for their insurance than
others. This is where age, gender,
driving experience and style of car,
amongst other things, play a part
in car insurance.

Is there a shoebox of money
with my name on it, waiting
for me to make a claim?

No. Your money is pooled with all
premiums and goes to pay off other
people’s claims and cover the other
costs of running the business. One
in three AA Insurance customers
made a claim last year; we paid
over 70,000 claims. On average,

a customer makes a claim on their
insurance once every eight years,
so they may make a claim for the
theft of their car eight years after
taking out their policy. The most
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common claims for vehicles are
collisions or theft. Common contents
claims are for lost or accidentally
damaged hearing aids, dentures
and reading glasses, while home
claims most often involve damage
caused by fire, electrical incidents
and weather.

Who insures the insurers?
Reinsurers insure the insurance
companies against extremely large
losses. There are also companies
that insure the reinsurers. Each
year we expect to receive a certain
number of sizable claims and plan
accordingly. Reinsurance protects
against things that aren’t the norm,
such as earthquakes and floods that
are infrequent, yet can be huge in
terms of financial cost.

Insurance in New Zealand
Around 90% of New Zealanders
have some form of insurance for their
car, home and contents. This is a
high percentage compared to most
other parts of the world, and shows
that Kiwis are typically risk-averse
with their property.

Comprehensive car insurance
covers the cost of damage to your
vehicle, plus the cost of damaging
other people’s cars and property.
Many drivers take out third party
vehicle insurance, as it is more
affordable than comprehensive
insurance. Third party insurance
does not cover damage to your
vehicle, but does cover the cost
of damaging other people's cars
and property.

Following the Canterbury
earthquakes, most New Zealand
insurers have changed the way
they insure homes and will now only
offer home insurance based on, and
limited to, a Sum Insured. Previously,

customers could insure a house
based on its floor area. The Sum
Insured is the maximum an insurer
will spend to reinstate a customer'’s
home in the event of a claim.

The move to Sum Insured
was driven by the need to keep
home insurance available and
as affordable as possible. Our
reinsurers want to understand the
most that will be spent to rebuild
properties after a significant event
that triggers the use of reinsurance.
Certainty for our reinsurers helps us
to keep our policies as affordable as
possible and to continue to provide
home insurance.

Managing the cost

of insurance

There are ways to reduce the

cost of your insurance premiums,
including increasing the excess you
pay towards your claim for each
individual event. However, you

need to weigh up how much you can
afford to pay out towards your claim,
should you need to make one.

Third party insurance, which is
around $4 a week, can be a great
option for those on a budget, as it
will cover you for damage you might
do to other people’s property.

For home and contents policies,
you have the choice of Accidental
Damage Cover or Defined Events
Cover. If you have chosen Accidental
Damage Cover, we'll cover the
accidental physical loss and physical
damage to your property (provided
conditions are met and exclusions
don't apply), while the Defined
Events Cover is limited to the
accidental damage caused by
events specified in your policy.

B For more, see aainsurance.co.nz/tips

AA Insurance



HALF PRICE OFFER

Boost your hearing

Never miss another word with

o you struggle to hear the TV? Do you have the volume
turned up high? Annoying other members of the family or

even neighbours?

The Smart Ear listening device will enable you to listen to the
TV at the level you want without having to turn up the volume too
high. Never again will others complain that the TV volume is

too loud.

NOT JUSTFORTV

Smart Ear is not just for the TV, it’s also perfect for the theatre,
the cinema, parties, church, restaurants in fact any conversation. )
You can hear everything that is being said, even 30 metres away. “

No longer will you feel left out of conversations.

VERY COMFORTABLE AND EASY TO USE

Smart Ear is far more comfortable than normal

hearing devices that have to be inserted in your ears.
The earpieces are just like modern mini earphones —

anyone will think you are listening to music when

in reality you are listening to every word and sound

around you.

SMART EARWILL CHANGE YOUR LIFE
[T Easy to use
(/] Hears a whisper from 30 metres away
[/ Looks like a pocket radio
[/ No whistling noises
Comfortable to wear — use neck strap or belt clip
[/f Fits in your shirt pocket
[/ Portable, battery operated
[ Battery supplied
Suitable for men & women of all ages
Amazing value

Smart Ear looks like a small pocket radio, small enough to fitin
the palm of your hand. It can clip to a belt, waistband or neck strap
and weighs less than 60 grams, it’s so light you won’t know it’s
there! Easily adjustable volume control. Uses only one long life

AAA battery which we will supply.

“l just can’t believe how well Smart Ear works!

| can hear things | hadn’t heard before... The front door
bell for one... talking from the next room... even the TV
at normal sound levels — that stopped my daughter
complaining. It's just fantastic... | normally wear a
professional amplifier that cost $1500... but it's not as
good as this new device. Smart Ear is easier to adjust
without whistle. With my other amplifier at the club

| get all the disturbing noises all at the same level so

| have to turn it off. With Smart Ear | can hear
conversations, sharp and clearly... Thanks to Smart Ear
I’'m back in the picture... and the conversations.”

Mrs C., Southport

“I received my two Smart Ear sets just in time for my
88th Birthday. | gave one to my son who was as
amazed as | was. | have an expensive hearing amplifier
which cost me many hundreds of dollars but the Smart
Ear is far better. | will spread the word to anyone
needing help with their hearing. Thank you for your
help and keep up the good work.” Basil D., Port Talbot
“Thank you for Smart Ear — it arrived and is all it claims
to be” P. L. Valuta, London

“Thanks to Smart Ear, | now hear TV without needing
it to be at full blast! So the rest of the family can watch
and listen in comfort too. Also on my walks | hear birds
| have not heard for years” J. Harper, Windsor

SAVE $50. 00

Smart Ear

“Now I can turn up the TV
W1th0ut d1sturb1ng others”

SMALL & DISCREET
Fits in pocket or
around neck.

IRONCLAD MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE
Order the Smart Ear with absolute confidence. If you are not satisfied FOR ANY REASON, please return it in

NO QUESTIONS ASKED! COMPLETE SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

I I
I good condition within 12 Months of receipt and we will refund the purchase price — immediately — I
I I

[ PLEASE CUT OUT AND KEEP

HALF PRICE OFFER

Order online at: www.centurymail.com.au

EZCENTURY .

r
1 Lines Open 7 Days:
! 12.00pm - 9.00pm

I [] Please send me the Smart Ear for only $38-85°
| $49.95 + $9.95 p&p POBOX 9

| _BUY TWO SAVE $120.00

| [] Please send me two Smart Ears for only Mr/Mrs/Ms,

CALL NOW 0800 55 77 99 -

Ask for
ept KSE14 1

()

$79.90 + $9.95 p&p

! |:| Lifetime Replacement Guarantee per unit — Just $12.95
Address.

! |:| I enclose a Cheque/Money Order payable to Century Mail for
|

-8

! |:| Please charge my VISA/MASTERCARD as follows: Suburb

Postcode.

= Signature

Phone

DOB.

= Expiry date / W @ [B73]

Qecasionaly w may mals yur et el crsly selecer comperes, f o o ot vish o el ersting

offers from hese comparies, please tck s box L 1 1o rcee e communcalonsfon e Email

LCemury Mail Group, please tick tis box ] Delivery normally Wi o s ot please allow 28 day;

0 Tick his box 10 sign up or excusive email offers from Century Mail




Phone (09) 589 1054 @ Fax (09) 589 1055 ® E-mail debbie@hawkhurst.co.nz

DI R Ec TORYREACHING 500,000+ KIWIHOMES*

° NZ Travel, Australian Accommodation, (Overseas/ Travel

Small group tour for mature travellers
Allindusive induding air fares
$3,790 twin share, $4,390 single.
Enjoy private farmhouse lunches with
country hospitality and beautiful
gardens at their spring best. Highlights
include Artin a Garden sculpture

and art show at Hawarden and the
Culverden Christmas Country Fete.

Moalvek

FAMILY OWNED SINCE 1971

Freecall 0800 662 462

info@moatrek.co.nz- www.moatrek.co.nz

ESIWN\Ip) ESCAPE

=
CRUISE NEW ZEALAND'S /
ULTIMATE DESTINATIONS

A selection of the best luxurious smalll /
ship cruising New Zealand has to offer.

MOOLOOLABA

Sunshine Coast
Phone for July, Nov & Feb Specials
Overlooking marina —
Sailport Mooloolaba Resort.
4 star 1, 2 & 3 bdrm aparts
with ensuites, air cond, views.
Heated pool & spa. 100m
from Mooloolaba S.L.S.C &
golden beach, alfresco cafes,
restaurants, bowling clubs.
PH 0061 75 444 1844
www.sailport.com.au

GOLD COAST]

HOLIDAYS
A great selection of budget
to luxury accommodation
- units, hi-rise apartments
& houses from Palm
Beach to Runaway Bay
from $400pw off peak.
View properties & availability at
www.fnbroadbeach.com.au
First National Broadbeach

Ph: 0061-7-5592 5111

situation. Just ask us for help.

the world, Aironaut make it easy.

@ We know which is the best shipping service, route, and
transhipment point, best suited to your budget and requirements.

@ (arshipping with Aironaut saves time and money, as we can offer as
much or as little additional services as you require.

@ We offer Door-Door, Port-Port, or a combination to suit your

=@AIRONAUT

CONSIDERING SHIPPING YOUR MOTORHOME OR CAR?
PHONE THE EXPERTS

@ Aironaut can pack, secure and ship, with the care and
responsibility as if it was our very own.

@ Partnering with other car shipping specialists throughout

Contact: Grant Hudson

156 Parnell Rd, Auckland
Ph: 09-309-8814
www.aironaut.co.nz

New Zealand's

or attractions

Bellevue AtTrinity Beach Luxury5 Star
1,2&3 Bedroom FSCApartments with
Unrestricted Ocean & Garden Views, A/C,
Large Balcony, Lift. Ph:+61740578822
email: res@bellevuetrinitybeach.com.au
www.bellevuetrinitybeach.com.au

*ABC Audit 547,004 for twelve months ended 31 December 2011

IORCI
Our 2014 programme includes:

NEW ZEALAND
Perusing the Pacific Coast, Winterless
North, Top of the South, South of the
South, Chatham Islands, Great Barrier

Island, High Country Spectacular,
Wonders of Westland, Kapiti Island &
South Coast, Taranaki Rhododendron

Festival, Masterton for Christmas

AUSTRALIA
Touring Tasmania,
Melbourne, Adelaide & Murray River,
Sunshine Coast Stay Put, Brishane to
(airns, Gulfto the Outback

PACIFIC
Norfolk Island, Rarotonga, Niue

For a free colour brochure
or to make a booking
contact Scottsdale Tours

FREE phone 0800 66 44 14
info@scottsdaletours.co.nz
www.scottsdaletours.co.nz

SUNS'HINE COA.S'I‘.
Fantastic Deals for Kiwis

Luxury Beachfront 4%:% Resort
Self contained 1 or 2 brm apartments
Spas, air con, ocean views
Opposite beautiful surf beach / surf club
(Situated between Mooloolaba and Maroochydore)

Alex Seaside Resort
Ph: 0061 7 5479 5055

email: info@alexseasideresort.com.au
www.alexseasideresort.com.au

o TRANCE

2 charming cottages
for rent in ancient
southern villages.

Phone 09 812 8231
www.franceholiday
house.co.nz

~
Cycle Tours Hawke's Pay

takaro

CYCLE THE
HAWKE’S BAY TRAILS
187km of off-road trails
3,4 &5 day
self-guided tours

p 06 835 9030 Napier, NZ
www.takarotrails.co.nz

NO9-277907

ksurfars car /\\

Free pickup from Gold Goast
or Brisbane Airport!*

*during business hours

NO HIDDEN COSTS

Your satisfaction is our
#1 goal!
Clean and reliable cars Low excess

Family owned and operated  Friendly service
Hatchbacks, sedans, wagons, 8 seat people movers

FREE CALL: 0800 447 426
www.surfersrentacar.com.au

Shy - o e
EUROVILLAS & TOURS
From simply delightful to
delightfully elegant - we offer
a range of hand-picked Self-
catering VILLAS, COTTAGES
& APARTMENTS in the most
beautiful regions of

ITALY AND FRANCE

Also Escorted SMALL GROUP
Tours. Guided & Self-guided
Walking and Cycling Tours,
Cooking, Photography and
Painting Courses.

Call Free 0508 387 684
www.eurovillasandtours.co.nz

SOUTH AMERICA

Swmall group expeditions
& {ailor made tours

For information or V «,
your free tour brochure: "\ expepirions

09 889 4214 info@vivaexpeditions.com
www.vivaexpeditions.com

CHARTER YACHTS
AUSTRALIA
Whitsunday Islands
Skipper Yourself Yachts, Sailing
& Power Catamarans
www.charteryachtsaustraliacomau
Email: charter@cya.com.au
Int Ph: +61 7 4946 6666

CAR HIRE - BRISBANE
Family run business.
Free airport shuttle. Cars from
AUS21/day. Freecall 0800 41 607.
www.bargainrentacar.com.au

Driving on the Gold Coast?
Select the right rental car from
www.hellogoldcoast.com.au

or phone 0800 744800
Check our range of Attractions,
Restaurants & Discount coupons,

GOLD COAST—CAR RENTAL
From AS$25 per day*,

New, Near New, Not so New.
Toyota, Nissan, Mercedes, Falcon,
8 seaters t0o.

AERO AUTO RENTALS
At Coolangatta Airport.
Freephone: 0800 880 828
*Conditions apply

AUSTRALIA - SUNSHINE COAST
Holiday Getaway @ Kings Beach
2BR 2 bath FSC apartments,
100m beach. Ocean views,
heated pool, BBQ, Foxtel, Sec
Park, linen supplied, Res Mgrs
KINGS WAY APARTMENTS
00617 5491 7500
www.kingsway.net.au

BRISBANE W % %
Kingsford Riverside Inn!
Close to City & Airport.

City bus at the door!

Ph: 0061-7-3862-1317

See our website at

www.budgetaccommodationcomau

CAIRNS - CITYSIDER
Holiday Apartments, 1 &2 brm
FSC, a/c, spacious, pool, BBQ,
central. Kiwis offer Kiwis 10%
discount. Ph: 0061 7 4044 9888
www.citysider.com.au




COOLANGATTA-KIRRA
MERIDIAN TOWER
High-rise. Lge FSC Apartments.
All with balcony & sea views.
Htd pool, spa, sauna, games
room, gym, full tennis court.
Ph: 0061-75-536-9400
Fax: 0061-75-599-5171
www.meridiantower.com.au

DOCKSIDE MOOLOOLABA
Spacious holiday apartments at
the heart of the Sunshine Coast

heated pool - free Wifi
Special rates for NZAA Members
Phone 0800 000 417 for details
www.docksidemooloolaba.com.au

GOLD COAST, BURLEIGH HEADS
Opposite beach, spacious 2 brm,
2 bthrm, FSC, air cond, spa,
outdoor heated pool, BBOs
Ph: 006175576 3777
www.lebeach.com.au

GOLD COAST - Main Beach
47 star LUXURY 2 & 3 bedroom
spacious apartments
*heated pool* *spa* *steam
room* *tennis court* *gym*
*BBQ* Located on Tedder Ave
a stroll to restaurants/cafes.
phone: 0061-7- 5531 4188
www.oceansands.com.au

MID BROADBEACH / SURFERS
ABSOLUTE BEACHFRONT
NO ROADS TO CROSS
1,2, 3 brm units. Pool. Foxtel.
Ph 0061 755381623
www.angleseacourt.com.au

NORTHERN GOLD COAST
35 % FSC holiday aparts
Htd pool & spa, bbgs
Special 28nt stay rate
Great location, great rates
Ph:0061 7 5537 7001
www.pelicancove.com.au

SUNSHINE COAST - QLD
CALOUNDRA

4 star, 2 &3 bdrm apartments
at Kings Beach. Heated pool &
spa. 3 min walk to beach, cafes &
clubs. Great location. Great value.

Ph: 0061 7 5438 0600

www.kingsbayapartments.com

SURFERS PARADISE
Boutique 4 star SR-FSC 1 &2 brm
apts. All with ocean views. Beach
50 mtrs. Heated pool & Spa. BBQ.
Get great deals from friendly Kiwis.

Ph: 0061-7-5526-7588
www.emeraldsands.com.au

KIWIVIETNAM TOURS
Escorted 20 day Tour
$6495 share twin
PO Box 123 Rongotea
PH: 06 324 8444
www.kiwivietnamtours.co.nz

The Ultimate Compression Socks
for air travel & exercise { ; |

Suitable for short and long haul flights

to minimise Deep Vein Thrombosis.
Beneficial for activities such as walking,
cycling, hiking and everyday wear.

Special range for those with health conditions.
Available in a range of compression levels,

sizes, styles and colours.

To learn more: www.txgsocks.co.nz
info@txgsocks.co.nz
Tel: 0800 TXG-SOX (0800 894-769)

0 Overseas Travel, Mobility Equipment

2014 & 2015

Escorted Tours

Pearls of Persia

Is Italy on your wish list?
‘Make it happen!
W’lly not visit Itaf; & Paris
It's a magic mix!
Big discounts for
www.womentourital
Slla.llla@"‘wonlentourita
Ph +64 4382 8834

Japan Discovery
Sri Lanka
Cuba & Panama

Caucasus: Georgia
Armenia & Azerbaijan

Wonders of China

Way of St James:
France, Spain & Portugal

.

Nt A\ | For free Info Pack
mall groups + independent travellers .
CALL NOW FOR FREE BROCHURE phone Tours Direct
Latin Link Adventure 0800 868 748

The South American Specialists
0800 528 465/info@Iatinlink.co.nz
www.latinlink.co.nz

www.toursdirect.co.nz

NEW TO NZ: HELP PREVENT
DEEP VEIN THROMBOSIS

o=

HEREE TRAVENO

by SIGVARIS

Healthy
veins
when
travelling

\R consumer

Available from pharmacies
nationwide

or contact Sigvaris@usimedical co.nz
Customer Services Freephone

0800 658 814

SPECIALISTS
IN CARAVAN &
CLASSIC CAR
IMPORTING
FROM THE UK
& USA

Safe and reliable caravan shipping

Choosing a safe and reliable
caravan shipping service can be
time consuming, frustrating and
incredibly expensive. It's also
unnecessary. We have imported
over 2,000 vehicles from the UK, the
USA, Australia and all over the
world. With the help of our specialist
caravan shipping expert Martin
Clark you'll avoid all those common
importing mistakes and pitfalls, and
save yourself $$§ in the process.

Our new enhanced service with
better communications results in a
shipping service at an altogether
higher level, an affordable level that
you'll only find at FPS.

Call Martin today for simply a
better service.

We arrange all modes of safe,
secure and reliable storage &
forwarding including RO/RO,
containerised and conventional
movements of personal and
commercial shipments.

*Specialist Worldwide Caravan Shipping
*Damage-free On Time Shipping

*In House Unpack & MAF Cleaning
*Import & Export Parts & Projects
eDirect Shipping from United Kingdom,
New Zealand & Australia

CALL ON OUR
EXPERIENCE

0508 famous (0508 326687)

Or call Martin on (09)275 6878
Email: martin@famous.co.nz

www.caravanshipping.co.nz

1. (51 <l [

Door to Door MAF & Customs Approved

Caravan Forwarding Specialists

] {&-".g_ Explore)India‘2014/15
I

it
r

Fantastic Value) || Escorted Small Groups

v g or;Anne 03 379 2649

N o TAANZ BONDED/IATA'ACCREDITED AGENT

NEW Shoprider TE 888iX

Keeping Kiwis moving since 1997

TESSSX MM 3

The TE 888iX is our latest mid
size mobility scooter.
NEW 1.2hp motor
NEW body design |1
NEW headlight and &
indicators

NEW ftiller design
NEW mag wheels with
non puncture tires -~

Here now and
available in both
red and blue,
contact your local dealer.

www.shoprider.co.nz

Why leave the home you love?
Ifyou, or someone you love struggles with stairs,
a stairlift from Acorn could be the answer

JYACORN

STAIRLIFTS

\/ * Safe & Reliable

* Easy To Use
* Best Prices & Service
* Fits Most Stairs

* Indoor & Outdoor

FOR FREE BROCHURE & QUOTATION

Give your life a lift” 0800 782 475

Enjoy the home you love FREE DVD GUIDE TO STAIRLIFTS
www.acornstairlifts.com.nz

DIRECTORY

Phone (09) 589 1054 @ Fax (09) 589 1055 @ E-mail debbie@hawkhurst.co.nz



DIRECTORY

Phone (09) 589 1054 @ Fax (09) 589 1055 @ E-mail debbie@hawkhurst.co.nz

© SPECIAL OFFERS & HOME IMPROVEMENTS

1-2-bdrm apts and 3-bdrm sub-penthouses, fully self-
contained with spa baths. Expansive sea views opposite
patrolled beach. Full resort facilities, indoor heated pool,
spa, tennis court, gym, games room and outdoor pool.
Walk to surf club, Coles, and restaurants.

@ BURLEIGH SURF

BEACHFRONT APARTMENTS

238 The Esplanade, Burleigh Heads QLD 4220
Ph.00617 5535 8866 Fax.00617 5535 8523
W. www.burleighsurf.com.au E. mail@burleighsurf.com.au

Be an active part of your
warfarin management,
self-test with CoaguChek” XS!

With the CoaguChek® XS you can
test your INR anywhere, anytime
with just a single drop of blood from
your fingertip.

For more information or to order
contact 0508 69 5433 or visit
www.inronline.net

www.coaguchek.com
COAGUCHEK and BECAUSE IT'S MY LIFE are trademarks of Roche. © Roche 2013

Always read the label and follow the manufacturer's instructions.
TAPS Approval No: NA 6244 ~

CoaguCh

Bccausc :r 's my life

Here’s another thing people
always ask about Showerdome

Q “Where does all
the steam go?”

“That’s an easy one.
Thereisn’t any!”
Steam is only created when

you mix warm moist air,
with cold air.

L

0800 541 2233 or visit
www.showerdome.co.nz

Showerdome is the barrier
between those two air masses,
which means no steam in your

shower, or your bathroom.

For a drier, warmer,
healthier home,
insist on Showerdome

ALSO AVAILBLE FROM

Co-ordinate your

room with a collection of stunning

fabrics designed to complement
popular Resene wall colours.

R%ene

the paint the professionals use

www.resene.com/curtains

Available from Resene ColorShops and selected curtain specialists.

One of the first things
a traveller to Japan will
encounter is the Bidet
toilet seat.

With just the push of a
buftton the Bidet wil
wash you clean with
warm water and then
dry you off with a gentle
stream of warm air.

= WARM WATER WASH
NG SEAT

WARM AR D
s}ﬁ)? REPLACES EXISTI
Over 20 Display Centres Nation Wide NA7
FREE CALL 0800 450 837 WWW.THEBIDETSHOP.CO.NZ

| PLUG-IN |

Pest Free

“Often imitated, never duplicated”

Proven electronic

@

(| g  Pestcontrol. Order
lﬁi a Pro Unit and get a
=i FREE Domestic Unit.
PROUNIT . This is the original, electro-magnetic pest

Effective to over 400m?

Forbighomes andworkpremises  CONtrol system that gets rid of rats, mice
$3 and cockroaches. University-tested by an
Emeritus professor, HACCP Approved, and
proven safe for humans, electronics, pets
- and the environment. It’s Australian made,
non-toxic, non poisonous, with no mess,
no odours, no ongoing costs plus a 60-day
moneyback guarantee & two-year warranty.

VISIT pluginpestfree.co.nz
$159*. caLL0800 001333 [Q (=]

Includes P&P

Free

iz

DOMESTI! iEIT

Effective to over 150m?
For 2/3 bedroom homes/baches




THIRD AGE TOURS

Small Group Tours for the Over-50s
Domestic and International —
GREAT PRICES!
Treasures of Turkey
28 August 021 September 2014
28 May to 21 June 2015
28 August to 21 June 2015
England/Wales &Yorkshire Dales
4 September to 4 October 2014
30 April to 30 May 2015
3 September to 3 October 2015
(Captivating Croatia, Slovenia
&Montenegro
9Juneto 1July 2015
Vietnam & Cambodia
4-26 October 2014
16 March to 7 April 2015
4-26 October 2015
Uniqueand Beautlful Norfolk s
2-9 November 2014
1-8 March 2015
(atlins & Stewart Island
6-14 February 2015
Plus other destinations!
Fora FREE INFORMATION PACK,
contact Brenda or Tristan

THIRD AGE TOURS
Phone: 03 379 3799
or 033127050
Freephone: 0800 927 725
sunshineone@xtra.co.nz

www.thirdagetours.co.nz

eyFinder

New Zealand

INCREASE THE CHANCE OF RECOVERING LOST
KEYS BY ATTACHINGA NZ KEY FINDER TAG

« The key finder receives a reward

« The key owner has the keys retued at no
extra cost

« Secure system — there is a unique code on
thetag nown onlyto NZ Key Finder and
the owner ofthetag

« Three J'ears cover for only $24.95 + GST
(intro uttory plmng) with discounts for

multiple tag purchases
www.nzkeyfinder.co.nz
info@nzkeyfinder.co.nz

0800 FINDER'(0800 346337)

Q Mobility Equipment, Automotive Products & Services, Miscellaneous

AIRPORT& CRUISE CARPARKING

Pick-up)/|Drop-off:Service

Car;storage from!$7/perday
BookSmart/Car,Storage
www.booksmartcarstorage.co.nz

0800 22'77 86

sara@book-smart.co.nz

SELLINGYOUR CAR?

W=SEM can hete:

Just leave your car on

one of our high profile
sites and we'll take care of
everything, test drives, car
inspections, even finance
and trade-ins on your car.
It's just $180 a month, and
we're open 7 Days a Week!
No time wasters or tyre
kickers at your home!

U-Sell

Park & Sell Yard

45 Hillside Rd, Glenfield
Phone 09 444 4774
8 Clark St, New Lynn
Phone 09827 2111
797 Te Rapa Rd, Hamilton
Phone 07 211 7573

www.u-sell.co.nz
FRANCHISES AVAILABLE NATIONWIDE

Protects your it
rims from 'E

kerb damage. RimPro-lec

sales@rimpro-!ec.co.nz 0800 474677

OFFROAD KARTS

The all new GK300

¢ Twin Seat

¢ Powerful 300cc

e 4 Point Harness

¢ 90 Day Warranty
for Parts

¢ In Stock Now

Don't take chances w:l.th YOuULT ey eS.

P

.+ Mobilit
Chairs,

Auckland Showroom:

770 Great South Road,
Penrose, Auckland.
Website shop open 24/7 hrs

www.walkonwheels.co.nz

walkon

COMFORT AND MOE

ILITY CENTRE

With one of NZ's largest independent range of mobility
products, we offer an unbiased, professional service in
helping you select the best product for your needs.

« Personal service

Scooters, Wheel
alkers, Crutches,
Canes and much more

Full workshop facilities

NZ's largest selection

of independent brands

« Nationwide delivery

« Extensive range of comfort equipment

P: (09) 525 6481

Outside Auckland

0800 66 67 68

Website: walkonwheels.co.nz

wMelrose

MOTORSPORTS

Stalrllfts
I

They're just too :|.mporta.nt to rlsk getting it wron&‘_

When you see an Optometrist you need to be certain that they meet the highest possible standards.

That they’re independently New Zealand owned and operated and able to offer an extensive range of quality
eyewear options sourced from specialised manufacturers. That’s why you should see Optometrists and
Opticians that are members of EyePro - a truly independent network of eye care professionals.

They’re not salespeople - they’re experts.

Only the best can belong to EyePro, because they meet specialist standards of professionalism, accountability

and competency that you can trust your vision to - after all, their reputation and word-of-mouth
recommendations are critical to their business. And because it’s their business, the advice and service you'll
receive will be personal, friendly and knowledgeable. They’ll make sure you’ll get frames that are a perfect
match for you, as well as making sure you get the right lenses for the essential health of your vision.

After all, your eyes are very special, and they deserve very special treatment.

For your nearest EyePro specialist visit www.eyepro.co.nz

i

)

NZ's INDEPENDENT
OPTOMETRISTS

SPECIAL EYES

DIRECTORY

Phone (09) 589 1054 @ Fax (09) 589 1055 @ E-mail debbie@hawkhurst.co.nz



LITRE

EVERY SINGLE DAY

Simply swipe your AA Membership card or free

AA Smartfuel card at participating Caltex service stations
and you’ll save 6 cents per litre when you spend $40 or o3 2608 3850 85146
more on petrol or diesel to a maximum of 50 litres. '

AA Member

PERSONAL

Terms and Conditions apply..Offer may be subject to change.
Visit AAsmartfuel.co.nz/caltex for details.
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