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This is a two-to-three-day trail, but if 
you’re very fit and make an early start, 
you can ride from Waihaha Bridge to 
Whakaipo Bay in one day. You will be 
riding for a minimum of eight hours, 
plus half an hour for a boat trip to 
connect the two halves. You can get 
a shuttle from Taupo or Kinloch and 
arrange for the water taxi to pick you 
up at 1pm.

Transport can be arranged by:  
Tread Routes (www.treadroutes.co.nz) 
Adventure Shuttles  
(www.adventureshuttles.co.nz) 
Chris Jolly Outdoors 
(www.chrisjolly.co.nz) 
FourB (www.fourbexperience.com) 
Bay2Bay Water Taxi (www.bay2bay.nz)

 WAIHAHA TO WAIHORA BAY 
(WAIHAHA SECTION), 30KM
The start of the trail is 54km from 
Taupo, on the south side of the 
Waihaha River Bridge on Western Bays 
Rd (SH 32). From the car park, weave 
through forest on a flowing track 
towards the lake. There are fantastic 
lookouts on the way including the one 
for the Waihaha Waterfall. After 14km 
you’ll pass a toilet and signs where 
the trail leaves the Waihaha River and 
winds its way along the dramatic cliffs 
that fringe Lake Taupo. There are no 
large hills in this section of the trail, 
but quite a few small ones.

When you are 30km from the car park, 
the trail descends steeply via bridges 
and boardwalks, past Kotukutuku 
Waterfall, to a beautiful beach on Lake 
Taupo’s shores. This is the end of this 
section of the trail; there is a shelter 
and toilets here, and great swimming 
in summer. From Kotukutuku, it’s a 
long ride back to the road, or book the 
boat to Kawakawa Bay where the trail 
resumes, or back to Kinloch. 

 WHANGAMATA RD CAR PARK 
TO KAWAKAWA BAY & 
KINLOCH (KAWAKAWA 
SECTION), 19KM
From the Whangamata Rd car park, 
the trail follows the Orakau Stream 
and harakeke (flax) wetland through 
regenerating native bush down to 
Kawakawa Bay. The trail is mostly 
downhill and offers views across the 
lake to the volcanoes of Tongariro 
National Park.

From Kawakawa Bay, where there is a 
shelter and toilets, a camping area and 
a good swimming beach, a well graded 
climb leads to Codgers Rock. Take in 
the views before enjoying the long 
downhill to Kinloch. There are a couple 
of cafés and a general store at Kinloch, 
as well as toilets, picnic areas and of 
course more swimming. 
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 KINLOCH TO WHAKAIPO 
BAY (W2K SECTION) AND 
HEADLAND LOOP, 13-22.5KM
From Kinloch, the final section climbs 
gently over the headland to Whakaipo 
Bay. If you are still fresh, you can 
add 9.5km to your trip by doing the 
signposted Headland Loop. 

There is a shelter and toilet 900m 
from the top of the climb where the 
Headland Loop rejoins the main track. 
From there, it’s downhill to Whakaipo 
Bay where there is a camping area with 
another shelter, toilets and a tree-lined 
beach on the lake shore. This is 13km 
from Taupo via Acacia Bay. Arrange for 
a pick-up or pedal into Taupo.

You’ve seen Lake Taupo before, but not like 
this! Explore some of its most remote shores 

on this epic adventure, which will leave you 
with renewed love for our biggest lake.    

Feel the spirit of the region 
as you pass through forests 
interwoven with Maori history 

and watch a stunning vista unfold 
as the great lake is revealed in all 
its sparkling glory. 

There’s dramatic scenery around 
every turn, from tumbling 

waterfalls, towering rocky cliffs and 
views of the mighty maunga of the 
Tongariro National Park to serene 
native bush alive with birdsong. 

The trail follows the shores of Lake 
Taupo from Waihaha to Whakaipo 
Bay, providing 71km of all-weather 
riding. Ride the full trail over 

two-three days or choose shorter 
riding options to suit fitness and 
experience (a reasonable level of 
fitness is required to ride the full 
trail). A water taxi can ferry riders 
between trail sections.

It can be ridden in all seasons due 
to its pumice surface, however it 
can be slippery in places when wet. 
Knobbly mountain bike tyres and 
front suspension is advisable. Parts 
of the trail are exposed and remote, 
so be prepared. 

Taupo is an International Mountain 
Biking Association (IMBA) Silver 
Level Ride Centre and the Great 
Lake Trail forms part of the 220km 
Taupo trail network that has been 
awarded this recognition.

IMAGE: Cycling the Headland Loop of the W2K 
section © Dave Mitchell 

OPPOSITE: A water taxi ferries riders and 
bikes between sections of the Great Lake Trail 
© Destination Great Lake Taupo
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MOBILE PHONE COVERAGE:  
Mobile phone coverage is 

available along some of the trail 
but not all of it. 

DRINKING WATER: Carry enough 
drinking water for the entire trip. 

TRAIL INFO

Lake Taupo
Beautiful, vast Lake Taupo: 
adventure playground, trout-
fishing utopia and the largest 
lake in Australasia. It’s a 
fantastic spot for all types of 
fun on the water. Kayak, go 
on a scenic cruise, visit the 
Maori Rock Carvings at Mine 
Bay or try parasailing.

Craters Mountain Bike Park
The free-draining, grippy terrain in 
this popular park provides fantastic 
single-track, year-round riding. Just 
5km from Taupo, the park’s 62km of 
trail passes through Wairakei Forest, 
with excellent options for every level 
of rider. The bike park’s hallmarks are 
fast, flowing downhills and perfectly 
formed berms, along with big jumps 

and steep territory on the more 
advanced trails. The uphill trails have 
fine views of Taupo and surrounds, 
followed by thrilling descents. All users 
must be members of Bike Taupo; 
seven-day visitor membership is 
available for $10 (5- to 17-year-olds 
free with an adult) at local bike shops 
or Kefi café opposite the park.
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